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First State Bank of the 
Southeast has installed two 
new ATMs to enhance ac-
cessibility and convenience 
for the community. The new 
ATMs are located at the Mid-
dlesboro Main Banking Cen-
ter at 1820 Cumberland Ave 
and the 119 Banking Center 
at 287 U.S. Highway 119 in 
Pineville.

The new ATM at the Mid-
dlesboro Main Banking Cen-
ter is strategically positioned 
in the heart of the Downtown 
(Main Street) district, making 
it one of the only ATMs in 
this bustling area. This loca-
tion is just a short distance 
from the Levitt Amp stage, 
providing convenient access 
to cash during local events 
such as Cruising the Crater, 
Wing Fling, and the Cumber-
land Mountain Fall Festival.

The new ATM at the 119 
Banking Center in Pineville 
ensures that residents and 
travelers alike can easily ac-
cess banking services. With 
these additions, every First 
State Bank of the Southeast 
Banking Center now has an 
ATM, reflecting the bank’s 
commitment to making 
banking as accessible and 
convenient as possible for 
customers.

“Our mission at First State 
Bank of the Southeast is to 
foster financial success for all 
clients through personalized 
service delivered with passion 
and integrity,” said Katherine 
Reese, CEO and Chairman. 
“These new ATMs are a testa-
ment to the bank’s dedication 
to empowering the commu-
nity with the tools and re-
sources needed to confidently 
manage their finances.”

For over 120 years, First 
State Bank of the Southeast 
has been dedicated to serving 

the community with innova-
tion and a customer-focused 
approach. The new ATMs are 
designed to provide reliable, 
efficient service, reflecting the 
bank’s values of profession-
alism, trustworthiness, and 
a steadfast commitment to 
meeting customers’ needs.

The community is invited to 
visit the new ATMs and expe-
rience the convenience they 
offer. Thank you for being a 
part of the community and 
for trusting First State Bank 
of the Southeast with your 
financial journey. The bank 
looks forward to continuing 

to serve you with excellence.
Founded in 1899 and head-

quartered in Middlesboro, 
KY, First State Bank of the 
Southeast is a family-owned 
financial institution that has 
been serving its community 
for over a century. The bank 
is committed to providing 
exceptional service and in-
novative solutions, offering a 
full range of banking services. 
For more information about 
First State Bank of the South-
east, please visit www.ourfsb.
bank. Member FDIC | Equal 
Housing Lender.
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“Dedicated Service from Our Family toY-

Larry Wayne Yeary, age 74, of 
Middlesboro, KY, passed away 
on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 in 
Harrogate, Tennessee after a long 
battle with dementia. He was born 
in Middlesboro, Kentucky to the late 
James Franklin and Cleo Johnson 
Yeary and raised in Ewing, Virginia.

He graduated from Middlesboro 
High School in 1968. In 1969, Larry 
proudly joined the United States Air 
Force to serve his country. 

Larry was a devout Christian who 
accepted Jesus Christ as his savior and 
helped both of his daughters profess 
their own faith as well. He loved to be 
outside working in his garden, tending 
to his yard, and going fishing with 
family members. More than all, he was 
avidly devoted to his family. He would 
often enjoy picnics with his wife and 
daughters on Sunday after church, 
and loved to make his grandchildren 
smile and laugh with endless rides on 
the lawn mower. 

Those that knew Larry best can 
attest to his love for watching his 
daughters play softball. He dedicated 
himself to attending every practice 
and every game that he possibly could.  
He would have done the same for 
his grandchildren if he were able to. 
Larry’s friends and family knew him 

as a selfless person, 
always willing to 
lend a hand or help 
out where help was 
needed. 

Larry is survived 
by Andrea Yeary, 
his wife of 44 years; 
daughter, Rebecca 
Holbrook and her 
husband Zach, of 
Pflugerville Texas; daughter, Rachel 
Wrzuszczak and her husband Keith, 
of Taylor Texas; and grandchildren, 
Amelia and Easton Holbrook, and 
Emmalyn and Braxton Wrzuszczak. 
He is also survived by his brother, 
Steve Yeary of Hamilton, Ohio, and 
a host of nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and dear friends. 

The family will be holding a 
celebration of life on Saturday, April 
27, 2024, from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 
p.m. at their home in Middlesboro.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
donations be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association at act.alz.org.

Online register book and 
condolences are available at www.
cawoodfh.com

All arrangements for Larry Wayne 
Yeary are under the care of Cawood 
Funeral Home, Middlesboro, KY. 

Larry Wayne Yeary, 74
John Walter Lawson, 88, of 

Fredericksburg, passed away peacefully 
on Sunday, April 14, 2024.

A proud graduate of the Kentucky 
Military Institute in 1953, John 
remained deeply connected to his 
alma mater, actively participating in 
the alumni association. He enjoyed 
many school reunions both at the main 
campus near Louisville, Kentucky, 
and the winter campus in Venice, 
Florida. He furthered his education at 
Georgetown College (KY), graduating 
in 1957.

In 1959, John’s life took a new 
trajectory as he answered the call to 
serve his country. He attended Naval 
OCS, becoming a commissioned 
officer in the United States Navy. 
During his tenure, Ensign Lawson 
pursued advanced studies in 
Technology of Management at George 
Washington University and American 
University. His service was marked 
by dedication and distinction, earning 
him several accolades including the 
Vietnam Service Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Meritorious 
Unit Commendation, Navy Unit 
Commendation, Combat Action 
Ribbon, and Vietnam Campaign Medal. 
He was honorably discharged as a 
Lieutenant in 1970, having completed 
training in Communications School, 
Mine Warfare School, and Underwater 
Swimmers School.

Transitioning from military service, 
John embarked on a successful career 
with the United States Postal Service, 
retiring in 1990. His commitment to 
public service continued as he began 
consulting for the US Department of 
Agriculture graduate school.

John’s faith was a guiding force 
throughout his life. A former member 
and deacon of Columbia Baptist Church 
in Falls Church, Virginia, he later 
joined Fredericksburg Baptist Church 
after relocating to Fredericksburg from 
Vienna, Virginia. Actively involved in 
various church ministries including 
Sunday School, Sunday morning 
greeting, and the Micah Ministry, 
John exemplified generosity in his 
community.

He is survived by his loving wife 
of 67 years, Mary Wayland Smith 
Lawson; his son, John David “Jay” 

Lawson (Donna); 
his daughters, Mary 
Elizabeth “Beth” 
Warnock (Ted) and 
Emily Hill (Phil);his 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Amanda Kate 
DiDonato (Noah), 
Andrew Robert 
Lawson (Becca), 
Hillary Hill, 
Betsy Hill, and Olivia Hill; and his, 
great-grandchildren Bennett Waylon 
DiDonato, Emerson Josephine 
DiDonato, and Logan Moss-Hill. 
John was preceded in death by his 
parents, Joseph Kyle Lawson, Sr. and 
Louise Stephenson Lawson Brooks; 
his brothers Joseph Kyle Lawson, Jr., 
Karl Raymond Lawson, and Jimmy 
Clark Lawson; and his son-in-law, Carl 
Eugene McCreary.

John will be remembered for his 
integrity, his dedication to family and 
country, and his profound impact on 
those fortunate enough to have known 
him. His legacy of service, kindness, 
and generosity will continue to inspire 
for generations to come.

The family will receive friends from 6 
to 8 p.m. at Covenant Funeral Service, 
10830 Patriot Hwy, Fredericksburg, 
VA 22408 on Thursday, May 16, 
2024. A Celebration of Life will be 
held 11 a.m. on Friday, May 17, 2024, 
at the funeral home chapel with a 
reception immediately following at 
Fredericksburg Baptist Church, 1019 
Princess Anne Street Fredericksburg, 
VA 22401.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to The Gary Sinise Foundation, 
PO Box 40726, Nashville, TN 
37204, or online at https://www.
garysinisefoundation.org/donate. 
(To have an e-card sent to the family, 
please use emilyca@me.com. To 
have a postcard sent to the family, 
please use The Lawsons, 5308 River 
Road #236, Fredericksburg VA 
22407). In addition, donations can 
also be made to Micah Ministries, 
P.O. Box 3277, Fredericksburg, 
VA 22402, or online at https://
micahfredericksburg.networkforgood.
com/projects/212000-love-your-
neighbor-2024.

John Walter Lawson, 88

You will  
find God... 

in the church of 
your choice.

June Carol Partin, age 85, of 
Cincinnati, OH, formerly of Frakes, 
KY, passed away on Thursday, April 
25, 2024. She was born August 1, 
1938, to the late Cecil George Hill and 
Minnie M. Wilde Hill.

June was a longtime member of 
Chenoa Missionary Baptist Church. 
She was a loving mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother. Her most 
cherished thing to do was spending 
time with her family. 

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her loving 
husband, James Carl Partin, who 
passed away August 28, 1994; sisters, 
Florella Smith, JoAnne Stewart, 
Maona Minton, Betty Tolliver, Julia 
Gibson, and Mary Ruth Partin. 

She is survived by her sons, James 
Partin, and Henry Partin; daughter, 
Carolyn Partin; six grandchildren, 
numerous great-grandchildren, and a 
host of other relatives and friends. 

The family of June Carol Partin 
will receive friends on Saturday, 
May 4, 2024, from 11:00 a.m. until 

1:00 p.m. at the 
Chenoa Missionary 
Baptist Church, 
Chenoa, KY. 
Funeral services 
will immediately 
follow at 1:00 p.m. 
with Reverend 
Ken Kishpaugh 
presiding. Music will be provided 
by the Chenoa Missionary Baptist 
Church singers. 

At the conclusion of the funeral 
service, family and friends will 
follow in procession to the Richard 
Partin Cemetery, Frakes, KY, where 
graveside services will be held. Family 
and friends will serve as Pallbearers. 

Online register book and 
condolences are available at www.
cawoodfh.com. 

All arrangements for June Carol 
Partin are under the care of Cawood 
Funeral Home, Middlesboro, KY. 

June Carol Partin, 85

Lizzie Marie Hawk, age 65, of 
Middlesboro, KY passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, April 30, 
2024, at the University of Kentucky 
Chandler Medical Center, Lexington, 
KY, surrounded by her loving family.  
She was born on January 14, 1959, 
in Middlesboro, KY to the late Fred 
and Anna Mae Nash Turner.  Lizzie’s 
greatest joy in life was raising and 
spending time with her grandkids.  

In addition to her parents, Lizzie 
was preceded in death by her husband 
of 43 years, David Hawk and her 
brother, Freddie Turner.

Left to cherish her memory are 
her daughter, Donica Crockett; 
son, Michael (Rebecca) Hawk; 
grandchildren, Jeremiah Wilder, 
Gretchen Hawk, William Littrell, 
Elijah Crockett, Laken Hawk and 
Hudson Hawk; great-granddaughter, 
Saylor Wilder; brothers, Ronnie 
Turner, Ricky (Tona) Turner, and 
Mitchell Turner; and sister, Joyce 
(Harold) King as well as a host 
of nieces, nephews, other family 
members and friends.  

The family of Lizzie Hawk will 

receive friends on 
Thursday, May 
2, 2024, from 
12:00 p.m. until 
2:00 p.m. at the 
Cawood Funeral 
Home Chapel, 
Middlesboro, KY.  
Funeral services 
will follow at 
2:00 p.m. with Pastor Mike Padgett 
presiding.  

At the conclusion of the funeral 
service, family and friends will follow 
in procession to Mountain View 
Cemetery in Harrogate, TN where 
graveside services will be held.  

Pallbearers will be Jeremiah Wilder, 
William Littrell, Brent Thompson and 
Joey Pace.

Honorary pallbearers will be Elijah 
Crockett and Hudson Hawk.

Online register book and 
condolences are available at www.
cawoodfh.com.

All arrangements for Lizzie Marie 
Hawk are under the care of Cawood 
Funeral Home, Middlesboro, KY.  

Lizzie Marie Hawk, 65

Mary Charlotte Britton, age 
83, of Harrogate, Tennessee, 
passed away on April 27, 2024 at 
the Claiborne Medical Center in 
Tazwell, Tennessee.

She was born July 18, 1940 
in Imboden, Virginia to the late 
Ralph and Nettie Hickam.

Charlotte was an active member 
of Pump Springs Baptist Church. 
In her spare time, she loved to 
read, especially Amish books. 
Charlotte was very involved with 
her friends and enjoyed nothing 
more than being a loving Nana to 
her grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her 
husband of 54 years, Cade Britton.

Left to cherish her memory, 
daughter Cadena Schaffer and 
husband Matt, grandchildren 
Caleb Schaffer and Bryce Schaffer, 
as well as a host of other relatives 
and friends who will miss her 
dearly.

The family of Mary Charlotte 
Britton will receive friends from 
6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 2, 2024 at Green 
Hills Funeral Home.

Funeral Services will be 
conducted at 8:00 p.m. Thursday, 
May 2, 2024 at the Green Hills 
Funeral Home Chapel with Dr. 
John Ditty officiating. Piano 
selection will be provided by Mr. 
Bruce Messer.

Graveside Services will be held 
at 10:00 a.m. Friday, May 3, 
2024 at the Green Hills Memorial 
Gardens Gazebo Chapel.

Honorary Pallbearers will be 
Matt Schaffer, Caleb Schaffer, 
Bryce Schaffer, Fred Dixon and 
David Hamilton.

Green Hills Funeral Home, 
Middlesboro, is honored to serve 
the Britton family.

Mary Charlotte Britton, 83

My family and I are deeply grateful to the people of Bell County who 
voted in the recent Circuit Judge election. Thank you for electing 
me as your Circuit Court Judge.  

 This victory would not have been possible without my dedicated 
supporters who voted, campaigned, and spread the word on my 
behalf. You have my deepest thanks.  

 Congratulations to Danny Smith and Lisa Fugate on running great 
campaigns.  

 As your new Circuit Judge, I will work tirelessly to serve all people 
of Bell County fairly and impartially. We are one community and I 
pledge to be a judge for everyone.

Thank You 
For Voting 

Keith Nagle 

For Your
Bell Circuit 

Judge
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Middlesboro American Legion Post 14 and VFW Post 11139 each pres-
ents Middlesboro ROTC with a check of $700. This $1,400 enables the 
ROTC class of Middlesboro to have their annual Military Ball. 
Without this donation the students would have to hold fundraisers, 

which takes away from their other school activities. This relieves their 
family and friends with the burden of fund raisers.
Pictured left to right are Jim Davis Commander American Legion, Cap-

tain Mike Spradlin ROTC Instructor, Stanley Alexander Finance  Officer 
of American Legion and Bucky Harris member of both American Legion 
and VFW.

Middlesboro ROTC 
Receives Donation Stevens said that there was cur-

rently no timetable for project. 
There have been some delays with 
the USDA.
“There have been some delays 

(but) those may have been a bless-
ing in disguise. We have come to an 
agreement and recently purchased 
the Jones property there which will 
allow our footprint to be larger,” he 
said.. “We would love to tear down 
the buildings that are currently on 
the property but we are unable to 
touch those at this time.”
During the Main Street Update it 

was announced that Tammy Jones, 
Johnna Callebs and Shannon El-
liott had resigned from the Main 
Street Board and would be serv-
ing as co-directors for Main Street 
Pineville.
“As you know Jacob Roan has 

resigned to take a job in Corbin. 
These three ladies are stepping up 
to take on the roles as Main Street 
directors. Whether it become long-
term or nor is going to be up to 
them, they want to try it out and 
see how it goes,” Madon said. 
“They were the doers on the board 
so they have done a lot of the work 
and they have a lot knowledge 
about what’s going on. They’ve got 
a lot of good things planned.”
Jones said they have looked at 

what was already planned for 
Christmas in the downtown area 
and have added to that.
Upcoming events include a Tur-

key Trot 5K walk/run on Nov. 25. 
The Lightning of the Star service 
will be held at the Bell Theater this 
year on Nov. 26. Main Street will 
also be involved in a Storybook 
Christmas in conjunction with the 
Pineville IAL, Jingle Bells at the 
Bell, and  An Interact-ive Christ-
mas on Small Business Saturday 
and the Barter Theater’s Frosty 
play.
Also approved was the resigna-

tion of Gina Wilson from the Main 
Street Board.
“Gina is stepping off because she 

has been spending most of her 
time in London. It’s not a situation 
where she’s upset or mad about 
anything,” Madon said.
Appointed to the Main Street 

Board were Amanda Phillips, Jen-
nifer Amburgy and Scotty Brown
The council also appointed Arthur 

Spurlock to the Pineville Housing 
Authority Board.
The city’s recycling program was 

also discussed at Monday’s meet-
ing. Madon said he uses it quite 
a bit and usually has six or seven 
bags every month.
“We used to do it twice every 

month but it seems like people just 
aren’t doing it like they used to,” he 
said.
The 109 Board provides the recy-

cling bags. However Solid Waste 
Jackie Hoskins said there seeing 
“more of those bags coming in on 
the garbage trucks instead of with 
the recycling,”
Madon suggested continuing the 

program on a limited basis with the 
bags being available at City Hall for 
Pineville residents to pick up.
“They can put them the recycle 

dumpster there and see how it goes 
for a while,” he said.  “I don’t think 
people understand the advantage 
recycling has for us. When we re-
new our garbage contracts if we are 
showing there is less garbage being 
collected it’s less we’ll be paying for 
it.”
Madon also said the city would be 

starting to trim trees that are hang-
ing over sidewalks and sidewalks.
“We have an attachment that goes 

on a piece of equipment from the 
utility company. I would prefer 
that people trim their own trees 
because that thing is pretty aggres-
sive — a bushhog on an arm is what 
it is,” he said. “We’ve got some 
sidewalks where people are walk-
ing that have to go under trees. If 
people don’t trim them back then 
we’ll have to start trimming them 
next week.”

City
continued from A1

2024 KMLF 
Queen Candidates

Abby Vitatoe 
Lindsey Wilson College

Abigail Willhoite
Western Kentucky University

Haley Phipps 
Alice Lloyd College

Olivia Andrews
University of Louisville

Macy Brown
Campbellsville University

Whitney Caldwell
University of the Cumberlands

Pictured are Eric Martin, CCM Director receiving the check 
from BC/PRTA member Annetha Steely.
The Bell Co./ Pineville Retired Teachers Association 
(BC/PRTA) donated $100 during Holy Week to the 
Co-operative Christian Ministry (CCM) Food Bank. As a part of 

Kentucky Retired Teachers Association, BC/PRTA contributes to 
three local community services each year:  
A school supply drive, food item donations or a community food 

bank, and a local project of their choosing.

BC/PRTA Donates
 To CCM
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
ANNOUNCEMENT
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Local National Day of Prayer Event on Thursday, May 2, 2024 @ 12:00
 

The Pineville observance: Bell County (Old) 
Courthouse

 2nd floor courtroom
 

Judge Albey Brock and Mayor Scott Madon 
will be leading the program.

Local Ministers, business and community leaders and other dignitaries 
will lead us 

in praying for our Nation.
 For questions or information please call 

Debbie Gambrel (337-6143)

• See More Page A11
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“I am extremely pleased and excited to finally have the 
money that we need to complete our Downtown Street-
scape project and to be able to keep it all in tact that we 
planned from
The start. We are completely paper work and have materi-
als on the ground and are ready to get started as soon as 
the state gives us the go ahead..I want to especially Thank 
Senator Johnnie L. Turner for securing a million dollars 
for our project in the senate budget, and special Thanks 
to Rep. Bowling for putting a million dollars in the house 
budget.. theses 2 guys worked hard for our community, 
and we couldn’t have done it without them. We hope to get 
started after the KMLF”

---- Mayor Scott Madon

Flash Steelworks Updated at 
Bell County FIscal Court

Friends of 
The Shelter 

Beastie Bash
A Hit!!!

• See MORE Page A4

Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor

 David Whitlock 
Named  a Best-in-

State Wealth Advisor 
by Forbes

• See FORBES Page A9

Ground Breaking For 
Pineville’s Sports Complex

• See SCHOOL Page A2

Pineville Courthouse Square 
Funding Announced 

• See STREET  Page A3

• See STEEL  Page A2

Bell Co Hall of Fame
Inductees Celebrated

Pictured Above: Bell Co Hall of Fame inductees from Henderson 
Settlement, Lone Jack High School, and Bell County High School 

2024 Bell Co Boys 
Basketball Banquet

• See More Page A10

• See More Page A11

Bell Co Hall of Fame
Inductees Celebrated

Pictured Above: Bell Co Hall of Fame inductees from Henderson 
Settlement, Lone Jack High School, and Bell County High School 
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The trip came about af-
ter Kim Yates, a teacher 
at Pineville Independent 
School, reached out to The 
9:57 project a couple years 
ago. “I was looking for some-
thing different to do with my 
students to teach about 9/11. 
None of these students were 
alive when this historically 
significant event happened 
so I did an internet search 
and came across The 9:57 
Project,” Kim said. This led to 
a partnership between Kim’s 
classes and the organization. 
Last spring, students in her 
class participated in The 9:57 
Project C.R.E.S.T where they 
interviewed veterans and 
turned them into podcasts 
which are now housed in the 
Library of Congress. This 
fall, Peter Findler, founder of 
The 9:57 Project, reached out 
to see if Pineville Indepen-
dent would be interested in 
taking a trip to the memorial 
as a learning experience for 
students. “It was just an op-
portunity I couldn’t pass up,” 
Kim stated.
Students took a charter bus 

from Pineville to Pittsburg 
and participated in several 
activities over the course of 
three days. They were able to 
learn more about the events 

of 9/11 by hearing from 
firefighters from New York 
City, several veterans who 
fought in post-9/11 wars, 
and from family members 
of the heroes on Flight 93. 
Students developed questions 
to ask and then later got to 
have round-table discus-
sions where they discussed 
in small groups with each 
of these individuals. Riley 
Monhollen, a 9th grader at 
Pineville noted that “sitting 
with the veterans and family 
members and getting to talk 
to them individually really 
helped me understand the 
bravery and sacrifice of the 
people and how teamwork 
played such a huge role on 
that day and the days after.” 
Students also got to visit 

the Flight 93 Memorial and 
Museum in Shanksville, PA. 
While there students toured 
the museum and visited 
the memorial near the field 
where the plane crashed. 
“One really impactful part of 
the trip for me was that when 
we arrived in Pittsburg, we 
were given the name of one 

of the passengers or flight 
crew from Flight 93,” said 
9th grader Marcus Yates. 
“There were 40 of them 
and 40 of us so while in the 
museum, we got a chance to 
find out about our person, 
locate their name on the 
wall of names, and really de-
velop a personal connection 
to this story. It really was a 
powerful learning experi-
ence.” 
Perhaps the most memora-

ble part of the trip however, 
was that Gordy Felt and Ken 
Nacke who both lost broth-
ers on Flight 93, graciously 
took the students out to the 
Sacred Grounds. This is the 
name designated for the site 
where the plane crashed. This 
spot can only be accessed by 
family members and those 
who they choose to take 
there. Very few individuals 
have had that opportunity. 
“It was so impactful to walk 
along the crash site and see 
all the little things that the 
family members have left 
for their loved ones at the 
memorial,” 7th grader Brylee 
Siler said, “It is something 
that I will never forget.” 
The trip concluded with 

breakout sessions where stu-
dents sat and talked with our 

leaders about the questions 
they had and to learn more 
about them and their stories. 
Students also talked about 
what they learned, shared 
information about what they 
learned about their passenger 
or flight crew member, and 
ended by reading the names 
of all those who sacrificed 
themselves in a small field in 
Pennsylvania. Kadence Mc-
queen, a junior at Pineville 
noted, “taking a trip like this 
was life changing for me. It 
helped me to understand 
the importance of keeping 
the story and the truth alive 
about this event for future 

generations.”
That evening, Kim Yates also 

received The Spirit of 957 
Educator Award presented by 
Gordy Felt and Peter Findler. 
This award is presented to 
an educator who exemplifies 
the character and spirit of 
keeping alive the memory of 
heroism, honor, and sacrifice. 
“I am just really honored and 
humbled, ‘’she said. “I am just 
so thankful for all those who 
made this trip possible and 
for the opportunity that my 
students got to have. I hope 
it is something that greatly 
impacts their lives because it 
certainly has mine.”
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MPD
continued from A1

My family and I are deeply grateful to the people of Bell County who 
voted in the recent Circuit Judge election. Thank you for electing 
me as your Circuit Court Judge.  

 This victory would not have been possible without my dedicated 
supporters who voted, campaigned, and spread the word on my 
behalf. You have my deepest thanks.  

 Congratulations to Danny Smith and Lisa Fugate on running great 
campaigns.  

 As your new Circuit Judge, I will work tirelessly to serve all people 
of Bell County fairly and impartially. We are one community and I 
pledge to be a judge for everyone.

Thank You 
For Voting 

Keith Nagle 

For Your
Bell Circuit 

Judge
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Middlesboro American Legion Post 14 and VFW Post 11139 each pres-
ents Middlesboro ROTC with a check of $700. This $1,400 enables the 
ROTC class of Middlesboro to have their annual Military Ball. 
Without this donation the students would have to hold fundraisers, 

which takes away from their other school activities. This relieves their 
family and friends with the burden of fund raisers.
Pictured left to right are Jim Davis Commander American Legion, Cap-

tain Mike Spradlin ROTC Instructor, Stanley Alexander Finance  Officer 
of American Legion and Bucky Harris member of both American Legion 
and VFW.

Middlesboro ROTC 
Receives Donation Stevens said that there was cur-

rently no timetable for project. 
There have been some delays with 
the USDA.
“There have been some delays 

(but) those may have been a bless-
ing in disguise. We have come to an 
agreement and recently purchased 
the Jones property there which will 
allow our footprint to be larger,” he 
said.. “We would love to tear down 
the buildings that are currently on 
the property but we are unable to 
touch those at this time.”
During the Main Street Update it 

was announced that Tammy Jones, 
Johnna Callebs and Shannon El-
liott had resigned from the Main 
Street Board and would be serv-
ing as co-directors for Main Street 
Pineville.
“As you know Jacob Roan has 

resigned to take a job in Corbin. 
These three ladies are stepping up 
to take on the roles as Main Street 
directors. Whether it become long-
term or nor is going to be up to 
them, they want to try it out and 
see how it goes,” Madon said. 
“They were the doers on the board 
so they have done a lot of the work 
and they have a lot knowledge 
about what’s going on. They’ve got 
a lot of good things planned.”
Jones said they have looked at 

what was already planned for 
Christmas in the downtown area 
and have added to that.
Upcoming events include a Tur-

key Trot 5K walk/run on Nov. 25. 
The Lightning of the Star service 
will be held at the Bell Theater this 
year on Nov. 26. Main Street will 
also be involved in a Storybook 
Christmas in conjunction with the 
Pineville IAL, Jingle Bells at the 
Bell, and  An Interact-ive Christ-
mas on Small Business Saturday 
and the Barter Theater’s Frosty 
play.
Also approved was the resigna-

tion of Gina Wilson from the Main 
Street Board.
“Gina is stepping off because she 

has been spending most of her 
time in London. It’s not a situation 
where she’s upset or mad about 
anything,” Madon said.
Appointed to the Main Street 

Board were Amanda Phillips, Jen-
nifer Amburgy and Scotty Brown
The council also appointed Arthur 

Spurlock to the Pineville Housing 
Authority Board.
The city’s recycling program was 

also discussed at Monday’s meet-
ing. Madon said he uses it quite 
a bit and usually has six or seven 
bags every month.
“We used to do it twice every 

month but it seems like people just 
aren’t doing it like they used to,” he 
said.
The 109 Board provides the recy-

cling bags. However Solid Waste 
Jackie Hoskins said there seeing 
“more of those bags coming in on 
the garbage trucks instead of with 
the recycling,”
Madon suggested continuing the 

program on a limited basis with the 
bags being available at City Hall for 
Pineville residents to pick up.
“They can put them the recycle 

dumpster there and see how it goes 
for a while,” he said.  “I don’t think 
people understand the advantage 
recycling has for us. When we re-
new our garbage contracts if we are 
showing there is less garbage being 
collected it’s less we’ll be paying for 
it.”
Madon also said the city would be 

starting to trim trees that are hang-
ing over sidewalks and sidewalks.
“We have an attachment that goes 

on a piece of equipment from the 
utility company. I would prefer 
that people trim their own trees 
because that thing is pretty aggres-
sive — a bushhog on an arm is what 
it is,” he said. “We’ve got some 
sidewalks where people are walk-
ing that have to go under trees. If 
people don’t trim them back then 
we’ll have to start trimming them 
next week.”

City
continued from A1

While wearing fatal vision 
impairment goggles MPD 
gave the students field sobri-
ety tests and did other activ-
ities to show students how 
alcohol can affect their ability 
to function normally. Also 
MPD set up a driving course 
and allowed the students to 
wear the fatal vision googles 
to simulate impaired driving. 
The course showed the stu-
dents the danger of driving 

under the influence.  MPD 
asked that all students be safe 
and make good decisions on 
prom night. MPD Officers 
that participated in this pro-
gram were 
Lt. Harvey Johnson, Officer 

Bucky Harris, Officer Caleb 
Ayers, Officer Major Edwards 
and Lt. Floyd Patterson. MPD 
would like to thank youth ser-
vice center director Ms. Joy 
Williams for her hard work 
and dedication to not only 
our fatal vision program but 
MHS youth service center as 
well.

FLIGHT
continued from A1

Dear Friends:

For almost 40 years it was my great pleasure and privilege to have 
a career as a lawyer for so many wonderful clients, friends and 
neighbors.

 Last year I was fortunate to become Bell Circuit Judge, and I am 
humbled and deeply grateful for the support.  However, as Cir-
cuit Judge, I can no longer maintain my law practice, and so must 
provide for the return or destruction of the many files of my former 
clients that have been retained over the years.

 This is an announcement that if you would like to have your file 
from Nagle Law Office please let us know, and we will be happy for 
you to pick up your file. Please give us a call (606) 248-2144, or, 
email me at knagle.nlo@gmail.com, so that we may arrange a day/
time to best assist you in that regard.

 Please arrange to pick up your file at 1914 Cumberland Avenue 
within the next forty (40) days, 
no later August 30, 2024.

 If you don’t want your file, we 
will securely destroy it at no cost 
to you. If we have not heard from 
you by August 30, 2024 we trust 
that we have your permission for 
the file to be securely destroyed.                                                        

With great appreciation for 
your decades of trust,  

Keith A. Nagle

ANNOUNCEMENT 
–FORMER CLIENT FILES - 

KEITH NAGLE:

Courtesy of: John Henson
Harlan County Sports

It was a memorable welcome back to 
Class A football in 2023 for the Mid-
dlesboro Yellow Jackets, who posted a 9-3 
mark and won a district title before falling 
to eventual state champ Pikeville in the re-
gional finals.

Repeating will be quite a challenge for 
the Jackets and coach Larry French as they 
must replace eight starters on each side of 
the ball, which, on offense, equates to the 
loss of over 2,000 yards through the air 
and over 1,900 yards on the ground.

“It’s like changing diapers,” said Mid-
dlesboro coach Larry French with a laugh. 
“We’ve got an awfully young team with 
a lot of inexperience, but the kids have a 
great attitude and are working hard. We’re 
improving each day.”

With the youth on this year’s roster, the 
Jackets have spent a little more time than 
usual on the basics of the game.

“We just have to keep working on the 
fundamental part of it and try to get better 
each day,” French said. “I think if we do 
that, we have a chance to be a good football 
team by the time the season ends.”

The biggest loss for the Jackets is at quar-
terback where district player of the year 
Cayden Grigsby carried the Middlesboro 
offense with 2,023 yards passing and 898 
yards rushing along with 26 touchdowns 
passing and nine on the ground.

Deacon Partin, a sophomore who trans-
ferred from Pineville, will take over at 
quarterback after completing 83 of 169 
passes for 1,449 yards and 14 touchdowns 
in eight games.

“I think he’s developing pretty good. 
We’ve been working on fundamentals,” 
French said. “He has a good, strong arm 
and throws the ball extremely well. We’ve 
got some good receivers who can catch the 
football. The combination of our receivers 
and his arm could be a good weapon for 
us.”

Senior receiver Xavion Shehan was 
third in receptions last year with 13 for 257 
yards and will lead this year’s receiving 

corps that also Joseph Killion, Colt Bay-
less and Mekhi Young. French will need 
several receivers to step up in the Jackets’ 
spread offense.

Vincent Smith, a senior, was third on 
the team a year ago with 597 yards rush-
ing and seven touchdowns in a limited role 
because of his value on defense and other 
weapons on offense.

“Vinny can play back there. We used him 
sparingly there last year because we didn’t 
have to have him,” French said. “He’ll be 
running the ball a lot more this year, as 
well as playing on defense, too. He has to 
be in shape and ready to roll.”

Malachi Coots will also play a bigger 
role on offense at both running back and 
receiver.

“Malachi will be a big playmaker for us,” 
French said. “We have several receivers 
who will help us. We also have some young 
receivers who have looked real good in 
seven-on-seven, but there’s no contact in 
seven-on-seven, so we’ll see how they look 
when that changes.”

Senior center Jaden Earle anchors the 
offensive line after moving from guard. 
Billy Choran and Christian Davis will also 
play big roles on the offensive front.

“We have a lot of freshmen and soph-
omores who could step in there,” French 
said.

Smith led the team in tackles last year 
with 108, but the next eight on the list 
graduated. Bayless will join Smith at line-
backer. Freshmen Jacob Tinnell and Cor-
dell Partin will also play big roles on de-
fense.

Coots can play end or linebacker. Earle, 
Choran and Davis are among the possible 
starters up front.

Killion and Shehan are expected to play 
key roles in the secondary. Several younger 
players are also battling for playing time.

“We’ve got a lot of kids who are pretty 
equal talent wise. They just have to show 
more effort to get on the field,” French 
said. ”We have to find some kids who can 
tackle. That will make the difference on 
who will play.”

French likes the Jackets’ athleticism on 
defense despite graduation losses.

“We lost some good kids there, no doubt, 
but our defense will be fast. We have some 
fast kids who can play there,” French said. 
“We have some kids who can get to the 
ball. They just have to be able to bring peo-
ple down.”

Partin is expected to handle punting du-
ties with Coots serving as the kicker.

After sweeping the district last year in 
their first season back in Class A football 
since 2002, the Jackets expect to face a 

tough challenge this year from a Williams-
burg squad that brings back most of its key 
players. Harlan and Pineville could also be 
dangerous, according to French.

“We dominated the district last year, 
but there is a lot of talent coming back,” 
French said. “Williamsburg is probably 
the top dog. Harlan and Pineville have 
some outstanding talent at running 
back. I think all three of those teams will 
be improved.”

Courtesy of: John Henson
Harlan County Sports

In the hit movie “A Perfect Storm,” 
the stars were a fishing boat crew 
that encountered a once-in-a-life-
time storm with all the attributes 
that would lead to the crew’s down-
fall.
While this may be a stron-

ger-than-necessary analogy for a 
high school football season, the 
Pineville Mountain Lions experi-
enced several issues that led to a 
tough 2-9 campaign last fall.
The Lions were a squad who were 

hit with key injuries, a schedule that 
saw several squads enjoy record-set-
ting seasons in victories and a roster 
full of players who played in their 
first varsity season in many cases.
However, according to Pineville 

coach Allen Harris, the 2024 season 
comes with hope and the expecta-
tions that the Lions will be much im-
proved.
“Last season was full of ups and 

downs — more downs than ups. We 
were a very young squad with only 
about four players with varsity ex-
perience, and to add fuel to the fire 
we had several season-ending in-
juries that plagued our team. We 
found a way to compete at a high 
level through the ups and downs. We 
learned from it, we became more ex-
perienced, and we have grown a lot.
“We’ve become bigger, faster and 

stronger since last year. I pray we 
stay injury-free and continue to 
grow and learn as a team. These kids 
are hungry to win and have put the 
work in during the off-season. We 
are looking forward to putting this 
product on the field this year and 
seeing where it leads us,” said Har-
ris.

Much of that hope comes from the 
return of star running back Landon 
Robbins. The junior back led the 
team with 779 rushing yards, 669 
receiving yards and 10 touchdowns.
“Landon Robbins is one of the 

toughest kids I have ever coached. 
Last season, he dealt with several 
injuries that would have sidelined 
most kids for the season. He fought 
through the injuries and gave us ev-
erything he had every week. He defi-
nitely is a difference maker on and 
off the field and we will look to him 
for leadership once again this sea-
son, Harris said.
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Jackets trying to fill graduation 
losses while seeking a repeat

Mountain Lions ready to bounce 
back after last year’s struggles

Junior running back Kaiden Robbins 
led Pineville last season with 779 
rushing yards, 669 receiving yards and 
10 touchdowns. 

• See LIONS, Page B4

308 Pine Street, Pineville, KY 
606-337-8300

Bell County’s 
#1 Pharmacy 
wishes all of 

our local teams 
a successful 2023 
football season!

Junior tight end and linebacker Malachi Coots gives a take down tackle 
during Middlesboro’s first game against Claiborne County.

AUGUST 28

Good luck to all of our local 
football teams. May you have 

an injury free season!

(606) 528-1630


