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    Cumberland Gap 
National Historical 
Park supporters ral-
lied again on August 
16th in front of the 
visitor center beneath 
what is now rever-
ently known as the 
“Truth Tree.”
    Since early March, 
retired rangers and 
advocates have been 
at the park protesting 
the administration’s 
budget and staffing 
cuts impacting na-
tional parks nation-
wide.
    With the new school 
year underway, 
Retired Park Rang-
er Carol Borneman 
explains it was imper-
ative to hold this rally. 
“Education empowers 
individuals, unlocking 
a world of new oppor-
tunities and leading 
to a more fulfilling 
life. Our park and all 
national parks offer 
valuable educational 
opportunities embed-
ded within a robust 
curriculum based 
Parks as Classrooms 
Program.”
     Throughout the 
year, thousands of 
students from the re-
gion and beyond and 
from all age groups 
visit the park or have 
a ranger visiting their 
classroom. Borneman 
shares, “From Clair-
field TN Headstart 
to TNT Primary in 
New Tazewell to 
Elydale Middle in 
Ewing to Southeast 
Community College 
in Middlesboro to 
Pineville Elementary 
to Lynn Camp Middle 
in Corbin to Everett 
KY Middle School 

and every school in 
between - over the 
years, students have 
come to the park or 
rangers have been at 
the schools.”
    David and Tina 
Mike are devoted 
rally participants 
with a deep love for 
the park. David Mike, 
respectfully named 
‘Coach Mike,’ was an 
educator for 34 years, 
teaching 28 years at 
Middlesboro Middle 
and 6 years at Mid-
dlesboro High.
    Coach Mike com-
ments, “A highlight 
field trip for my class-
es was to our park and 
especially to Hensley 
Settlement. On the 
day of the settlement 
visit, students were 
over the top, with 
many wearing bib 
overalls.” Mike recalls, 
“Students were beam-
ing with pride as they 
realized the settle-
ment was a testament 
to our Appalachian 
culture, visited by 
thousands of individ-
uals from throughout 
the US and the world.”
    At Willie Gibbons’ 
blacksmith shop, 
Mike always enjoyed 
showing the students 
a worn broken saw 
repurposed as a hoe. 
“I really stressed to 
the kids that repur-
posing and recycling 
were not new ideas, 
but essential practic-
es with deep roots in 
history.”
    Historically, the 
park has also recruit-
ed high school and 
college students for 
positions in federal 
student programs, as 

interns, or as volun-
teers. Several of these 
students transitioned 
into careers with the 
National Park Service 
and other govern-
ment agencies.
    Others moving into 
the private sector 
were highly sought 
after for the excep-
tional interpersonal 
skills and unwavering 
work ethic developed 
at their time during 
the park.
    Borneman and 
Mike are among the 
legions now deeply 
concerned that severe 
cuts to the park will 
significantly reduce 
these many educa-
tional and career 
opportunities.
    According to Bor-
neman, the adminis-
tration also continues 
to undermine edu-
cation in its aggres-
sive campaign to 
whitewash and erase 

America’s history. 
“Our and all national 
parks now display re-
quired signage, asking 
visitors to report any 
negative stories about 
either past or living 
Americans, as part 
of President Trump’s 
‘Restoring Truth and 
Sanity to American 
History.’ Our history 
includes both pos-
itive and negative 
chapters. We become 

a stronger and more 
empathetic nation by 
never covering over or 
forgetting the bad.”
    The August 16 rally 
culminated in an im-
pressive demonstra-
tion of park support: 
a procession into the 
visitor center, where 
participants donated 
to the park’s crucial 
efforts.
    By September 30, 
the group is hoping 

$3500 will have been 
deposited into the 
park’s donation box. 
Each dollar rep-
resents a dime for 
each of the 35,000 
proud community 
members who at-
tended the park’s July 
4, 1959 dedication.
    Borneman encour-
ages all, “Let’s make 
a collective impact - 
bring your donations 
and be part of our 
park’s future. Every 
single donation will 
positively impact our 
park and showcase to 
the current adminis-
tration our profound 
pride and love in the 
park.”
    Follow Facebook 
pages “Support Cum-
berland Gap National 
Historical Park” and 
“How We Fight” to 
learn about how to 
advocate for the park 
and upcoming rally 
dates.

Rally in front of the Truth Tree
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From 106.3 The Big One   

   As we previously 
reported, a short 
time before 9:45 am, 
Middlesboro Dis-
patch received a call 
of a reported shoot-
ing after a vehicle 
was found in the 
parking lot of Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken 
off of Cumberland 
Avenue with a gun 
shot in the driver’s 
side front window.  
Sgt. Jeremiah John-
son states it was 
consistent with that 

of a shotgun.  While 
the shot did not exit 
the passenger side, it 
did internal damage 
to the window.  
    Video surveil-
lance footage from a 
nearby business was 
reviewed by police 
to determine who 
may have left the 
vehicle in the park-
ing lot. During the 
investigation it was 
determined that the 
incident started in 
the are of KFC, the 
Bowling Law Office, 
the Commonwealth 

Attorney’s office, and 
Middlesboro ARH 
HomeCare Store 
parking lot. 
    Due to the nature 
of the incident and 
unknown motive, the 
schools and hospi-
tal were notified for 
precaution.  This 
led the hospital and 
Middlesboro Inde-
pendent School Sys-
tem to go on a soft 
lockdown with in-
creased entry proto-
cols. (While initally 
thought by the public 
to have happened 

near the hospital and 
schools, that was not 
the case.)  SKCTC 
also cancelled class-
es for the rest of the 
day.
    We understand 
from Sgt. Johnson 
that an individual 
identified as 38-year-
old Paul Rogers Jr. 
of Middlesboro has 
been arrested after 
it was determined 
that he was fighting 
with, and assaulted, 
his sister.  The dis-
charge of the weapon 
happened during the 

altercation.
Rodgers was found 
at Fords Wood Park 
with the help of the 
Claiborne County 
Tennessee Sheriff ’s 
Department and 
taken into custo-
dy without further 
incident.  Rogers was 
found in possession 
of the shotgun and a 
handgun, both used 
in connection with 
the incident.
    Paul Rogers Jr. 
has been lodged 
in the Bell County 
Detention Center 

charged with wan-
ton endangerment 
- 1st degree, wanton 
endangerment - 1st 
degree - discharge 
of firearm, (2) two 
counts of possession 
of a firearm by a con-
victed felon, assault - 
4th degree (domestic 
violence), and he was 
served a failure to 
appear warrant.
    Further details of 
the investigation may 
be clarified when the 
MPD issues its press 
release.

   By: Jemi Chew, UK 
Student Journalist 

    The Pineville Sun, as 
part of Nolan Group 
Media, a family busi-
ness that owns a total 
of nine newspapers 
and news websites in 
Eastern Kentucky, was 
recently selected for 
a national program 
that aims to help local 
media groups create 
self-sustainable busi-
ness models.
    Only nine other 

media organizations 
nationwide were 
selected to be part of 
a second cohort for a 
transformative pro-
gram known as the 
Local Media Associ-
ation’s (LMA) Fam-
ily and Independent 
Media Sustainability 
Lab. LMA is one of 
the largest media 
trade associations in 
North America, with 
more than 3000 media 
properties involved.
    “This is absolutely 

a transformational 
opportunity,” Nolan 
Group Media CEO Jay 
Nolan said. “You get 
training by world class 
experts from Google 
and from across the 
media industry. Also 
you get a full year of 
consulting and coach-
ing from professionals 
for free. Then, as a 
cherry on top, you 
get up to $10,000 to 
conduct an experi-
ment designed to help 
you be a better, more 

sustainable local news 
provider. We are so 
grateful!”
    As part of the lab, 
Nolan Group Me-
dia will strengthen 
and build upon their 
existing business 
model through a 
collaborative process 
that includes guidance 
from industry experts, 
funding for a new ini-
tiative to better serve 
Eastern Kentucky 
audiences, and access 
to one-on-one tailored 

training sessions with 
industry experts this 
year. 
    This program is 
sponsored by the 
Google News Initia-
tive and the Knight 
Foundation. From 
April 1-3, 2025, Nolan 
joined other mem-
bers of the cohort to 
learn about the media 
industry from Google 
experts in New York 
City and to represent 
Nolan Group Media 
and Eastern Kentucky 

among other industry 
leaders.
    “As we continue to 
learn new ways to use 
technology, extend 
limited resources, and
hopefully raise pay 
for our talented team 
members, our ultimate 
goal is to produce bet-
ter local journalism. I 
hope our experiments 
help us make life for 
our audience just a
little better in every 
community we serve.” 
Nolan said.

 Nolan Group Media chosen to help local media groups
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Games & Puzzles

Question:

Who was Ruth’s monther in law?

Bible Trivia

Answer: Naomi

Home of Galaxy Kid’s Club
Pineville, KY 337-3411

Galaxy Supermarket
Pic PacLong
’s

CUMBERLAND, KY 
(Nov. 4, 2024) – Long 
time educator and 
community activist, 
Dr. Bruce Ayers an-
nounced last week the 
release of his second 
novel, A Christmas 
Dilemma. A book 
signing will be held 
Saturday, Nov. 16, at 
Raven Rock Trading 
Co. in Cumberland.
A psychological 

thriller, this is Ayers’ 
second book involv-
ing fictional Harlan 
County, Kentucky, 
sheriff Al Whitaker. 
This story focuses on 

an undercover Army 
Ranger who returns 
home to stop a terror-
ist’s attack in eastern 
Kentucky, where he 
lived growing up.   
“At its core, this is the 

story about self-dis-
covery in two young 
men, both sons of 
the Middle East, who 
represent ideologies 
that are diametrically 
opposed,” said Ayers. 
“It is a story as old as 
history itself and as 
recent as the current 
conflict in that trou-
bled region.”
Once the FBI, Home-

land Security, and 
even an aged consul-
tant from Britain’s 
MI5 get involved, the 
story follows a roller 
coaster ride of emo-
tions, escapes, and 
prayer—all leading to 
a thrilling and unex-
pected ending.
While set primari-

ly in Harlan and Bell 
counties in southeast 
Kentucky, as was true 
first novel, Foreign 
Blood, action also 
takes place in several 
other locations with 
pivotal scenes from 
A Christmas Dilem-

ma taking place and 
around Kandahar, Af-
ghanistan when  U.S. 
and NATO forces 
were active in the re-
gion.  
Ayers is a retired 

community college 
president from south-
east Kentucky who 
served in higher ed-
ucation for over 45 
years. His respect for 
Appalachia and the 
people who live there 
is evident throughout 
the novel. 
At 81, he remains in-

volved in the commu-
nity and region, serv-

ing on the boards of 
several organizations 
and remaining active 
in his church, where 
he is a deacon. He and 
his wife, Barbara, have 
been married for 60 
years and have two 
grown sons.
A Christmas Dilem-

ma is published by Lif-
eRich Publishing and 
is available on-line at 
the publisher’s book-
store: www.liferich-
publishing.com/en/
bookstore/bookde-
tails/855728-a-christ-
mas-dilemma  as well 
as on Amazon.  

Bruce Ayers announces the release of second 
novel, book-signing event in Cumberland

Ferguson joins HOF

Lady Lions scrimmage Lee County

Man arrested in connection with shooting at KFC

Parking spots open
Walnut Street side of Courthouse Square

We’re excited to announce a new business 
opening today!! The Bible Brew, located in the 
former Spectrum Building on Tennessee Ave. 
Be sure to check them out on FB and stop by 

and say hi to the new owners Lisa Fugate 
and Tony and Anna Nierengarten. 

Bible Brew opens on 
Tennessee Avenue

Grand 
OpeningCUMBERLAND GAP NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK SUPPORTS RALLIED AGAIN

    On Monday, August 18, 2025, Lt. Barry Cowan of the Middlesboro Police Department arrested 30-year-old Bethany Miracle, of Mid-
dlesboro, on charges of trafficking in methamphetamine and tampering with physical evidence during a traffic stop. 
    Lt. Cowan reportedly discovered a large quantity of suspected methamphetamine and digital scales in her possession, marking the 
third suspected drug dealer arrested by MPD in recent days.
    The Middlesboro Police Department remains committed to taking aggressive action against individuals who sell illegal drugs and 
will continue working to keep them out of our community.

Middlesboro Police arrest suspected drug dealer
Miracle charged with trafficking and tampering with evidence


