
 Middlesboro, KY 
— First State Bank 
of the Southeast 
proudly announces 
the upcoming re-
tirement of Kenneth 
“Ken” V. Jones, a re-
spected and vision-
ary leader whose 
five-decade
career has helped 
shape the face of 
community banking 
across the region. 
Ken will officially 
retire, concluding a 
remarkable journey 
marked by opera-
tional excellence, 
strategic foresight, 
and a deep commit-
ment to the people 
and communities he 
has served.
Since joining First 
State Bank of the 
Southeast in 2017, 
Ken has served as 
President/Chief

Operating Officer, 
guiding the institu-
tion through one of 
its most transforma-
tive eras. Under his
leadership, the bank 
undertook a com-
prehensive opera-
tional realignment 
that strengthened 
its internal culture, 
boosted efficiency, 
and modernized 
customer experienc-
es through vital tech-
nology investments. 
His steady hand 
and results-driven 
approach helped 
position First
State Bank for sus-
tainable growth and 
long-term resilience.
“Ken has been in-
strumental in elevat-
ing this institution,” 
said Katherine Re-
ese, Chairman and
CEO. “He brings to 

the table not only a 
wealth of knowledge 
and strategic insight, 
but a level of char-
acter and care that 
defines what true 
leadership looks like. 
His legacy will be felt 
here for decades.”
Before joining FSB, 
Ken had already es-
tablished himself as 
a prominent figure 
in community bank-
ing. As President 
and CEO of Citizens 
Bank in New Taze-
well, Tennessee, he 
led a bold
turnaround ef-
fort that increased 
shareholder value 
by 390%, strength-
ened relationships 
with regulators, and 
culminated in the 
successful sale of 
the bank. His earli-
er career at Home 

Federal Bank in Mid-
dlesboro included 
roles as Executive 
Vice President, Chief 
Operating Officer, 
and Chief Financial 
Officer, where he 
helped transition the 
bank from a thrift to 
a commercial insti-
tution and oversaw 
strategic planning in 
credit, sales, IT, and 
finance. Ken’s influ-
ence extends well 
beyond the institu-
tions he’s served. 
Over the years, he 
has held
numerous industry 
and civic leadership 
positions, including 
Chairman of the 
Tennessee Division 
of Independent 
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    After four decades of 
extraordinary leader-
ship, First State Bank of 
the Southeast announces 
the upcoming retire-
ment of one of its most 
impactful and beloved 
team members, Wade 
Bevins.
    Wade will officially 
retire in August 2025, 
closing a chapter that 
has left a mark not only 
on the bank, but on the 
community he has faith-
fully served.
    In honor of his 
incredible 40-year 
career, the bank will 
host a community-wide 
retirement celebration 
on Friday, June 20, 2025, 
from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. at the Middlesboro 
Main Banking Center, 
1820 Cumberland Ave 
Middleboro, KY 40965. 
Friends, colleagues, and 
members of the com-
munity are invited to 
stop by for refreshments, 
share memories, and 
help us thank Wade for a 
lifetime of service.
    Wade joined First 
State Bank in June 1985, 
stepping into the world 
of community banking 
with determination, en-
ergy, and an eye toward 
the future. Early in his 

career, he played a pivot-
al role in implementing 
the bank’s first in-house 
computer system—an 
innovation that helped 
modernize operations 
and marked the begin-
ning of a lifelong com-
mitment to continuous 
improvement.
    Over the years, Wade 
held key leadership 
positions across virtually 
every area of the bank,
including operations, 
accounting, branch 
management, and credit 
administration. His ver-
satility and institutional 
knowledge have long 
made him a cornerstone 
of First State Bank’s 
success, but it was his 
generous mentorship 
and consistent values 
that truly made him a 
leader among leaders.
    Since 2013, Wade has 
served as Chief Lend-
ing Officer, leading the 
bank’s lending division
through years of strate-
gic growth. Under his 
leadership, First State 
Bank expanded its
commercial portfolio, 
strengthened its credit 
risk management, and 
developed a highly
successful participation 
lending network. His 

ability to blend vision 
with vigilance helped 
ensure sound asset 
quality while nurturing 
trusted relationships 
with clients across 
southeastern Kentucky 
and beyond.
    “Wade has helped 
guide First State Bank 
through four decades of 
change—from the
handwritten ledger to 
the digital age, always 
with wisdom, humor, 
and humility,” said Kath-
erine Reese, Chairman 
and CEO.     “He is the 
embodiment of what it 
means to be a commu-
nity banker. His loyalty, 
leadership, and service 
have helped shape our 
institution and inspired 
generations of bankers 
to lead with heart.”
    In addition to his 
operational leadership, 
Wade has served as a 
member of the Board 
of Directors since 
2012, contributing to 
the bank’s long-term 
strategic direction and 
championing policies 
that reflect First State 
Bank’s mission and val-
ues. His voice has been 
one of calm clarity in 
times of uncertainty and 
progress.

    Wade’s commitment 
to community runs just 
as deep. Over the years, 
he has served in leader-
ship roles for numerous 
organizations including 
the Middlesboro Inde-
pendent School Board, 
Bell County Library 
District, Bell County 
Tourism Commission, 
and Friends of the Bell
County Animal Shelter.
Known for his colorful 
personality, quick wit, 
and unwavering integ-
rity, Wade has been a 
trusted mentor, a steady 
leader, and a friend to 
many. Colleagues often 
speak of his ability to 
bring both laughter 
and leadership to any 
room—never afraid to 
roll up his sleeves, ask 
the tough questions, or 
offer encouragement 
when it’s needed most.
    As Wade looks ahead 
to retirement, his plans 
include spending more 
time with family, trav-
eling with his wife, and 
continuing to give back 
to the community that 
has meant so much to 
him.
    “Wade has been 
a constant source of 
strength, compassion, 
and professionalism in 

our bank for 40 years,” 
Reese added. “While 
we will miss his daily 
presence, we know his 
legacy will continue to 
influence our culture 
and our future. He 
leaves behind a stron-
ger, more connected 
First State Bank—and 
for that, we are forever 
grateful.”
    About First State 
Bank of the Southeast 
First State Bank of the 

Southeast has proudly 
served southeastern 
Kentucky and sur-
rounding regions since 
1899. As a communi-
ty-focused financial 
institution, First State 
Bank is committed to 
empowering individuals 
and businesses through 
trusted financial ser-
vices, personal relation-
ships, and deep-rooted 
community involve-
ment.
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    AdventHealth Manchester is excited to 
announce that Daniel Boone Family Health-
care is now AdventHealth Daniel Boone 
Clinic. Located at 1881 South US Hwy 25E, 
Barbourville, KY 40906, this clinic will con-
tinue to offer exceptional primary care ser-
vices to the commu-
nity under the trusted 

Easter 
Egg Hunt 

was a huge 
success!

Man arrested for 
Cocaine Trafficking
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From the Middlesboro 
Police Department - 
    
    On Thursday, April 17, 2025, a 
Middlesboro man was arrested 
for trafficking cocaine after a 
large quantity of suspected co-
caine was found on his person 
during a traffic stop.
    Lt./Det. Barry Cowan con-
ducted a traffic stop in the 
parking lot of Family Dollar 
involving a silver Mercedes 
operated by 21-year-old Atavius 
Flanary. 
    During the stop, Lt. Cowan 
located a tied-off plastic bag 
containing a white, rocky sub-
stance believed to be cocaine. 
    Flanary was arrested and 
charged with trafficking in a 
controlled substance (cocaine) 
greater than four grams, in ad-
dition to multiple traffic viola-
tions. He was lodged in the Bell 
County Detention Center.

Bell 
County’s 
Joseph 
Brigmon and 
Jackson Walters 
both homer during 
the Bobcats’ 
14-0 win over 
Williamsburg

HOMERUN 
HITTERS
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Pineville Sun-Courier

MARCH 12, 2025
news@thepinevillesun.com

Middlesboro Jr. Pro 
Basketball League

Suns

Sky

Bulls

Celtics

Storm

Heat

Lakers

Nuggets

Lakers

 MIDDLESBORO- As we 
previously reported, there was 
a vehicle vs. pedestrian hit-
and-run incident on Saturday 
Night, March 1, 2025, before 
7:30 pm.  The tragic incident 
took place on Cumberland 
Avenue in the vicinity of Life 
Church.  Officer Cody Marcum 
states in his citation that once 
he was on the scene, there was 
an off-duty Middlesboro Fire/
EMS performing CPR on 65-
Joe Randall Bullins. 

At the time, eyewitnesses 
stated the vehicle involved 
was a dark-colored Ford truck 
that fled the scene after strik-
ing Bullins.  This was con-
firmed after viewing the video 
surveillance submitted to the 
police department.  The truck 
was seen in the video striking 
the man, backing up, stop-
ping, and then driving off. 

Mr. Bullins was taken to 

Middlesboro ARH Hospital, 
where he later died from his 
injuries. 

On Monday, March 3, 2025, 
Officer Marcum went to a 
business in the area and re-
viewed video which showed 
a black Ford Ranger matching 

the description of the eyewit-
nesses and prior video.  

A tip was called into Mid-
dlesboro Dispatch, with the 
caller stating the suspected 
truck was in the Polly Hollow 
community being worked 
on.  Officers responded to the 
address, finding the truck in 
question matching the vid-
eos.  Officers spoke with an 
individual who stated he was 
a resident of the home and 
that the vehicle belonged to 
Morris Stephen Metcalf.  The 
individual was then asked for 
consent, and permission was 
given to search the home.  The 
truck was then seized.

The individual went on to 
state that Metcalf had picked 
him up that same night, and 
he (Metcalf) admitted he had 
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Pineville wins 51st 
District Championship
Mountain Lions 
defeat Knox Central 
76-71 to claim the 
district championship

See story on page 9

MAN CHARGED WITH MANSLAUGHTER

Man tells police he 
planned to bomb NYC

Maurya Hemendra Bharwad of 
India tried to purchase a firearm 
and later admitted he was high

See BOMB on page 8

    The Middlesboro 
Independent School 
District would like 
to announce the 
appointment of Mr. 
Mark Woods to the 
Middlesboro Board of 
Education. 
    The decision was 

made during a special 
called board meeting 
on February 6, 2025, at 
4:30 PM, marking an 
important step in the 
district’s leadership.
    Mr. Woods is a dedi-
cated and experienced 
leader who served 
with the National Park 
Service (NPS) in vari-
ous areas. A graduate 
of Lander University, 
South Carolina, with 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree, Mr. Woods 
furthered his studies 
through Newberry 
College and special-
ized training at Clem-
son University, the 
University of Califor-
nia, and Texas A&M 
University.
Throughout his career 
with the National Park 
Service, Mr. Woods 
has served in various
leadership capaci-
ties, demonstrating a 
strong commitment to 

conservation, public
engagement, and 
historical preserva-
tion. His notable roles 
include:
    Superintendent, 
Blue Ridge Parkway 
(NC/VA)
* Superintendent, 
Cumberland Gap Na-
tional Historical Park 
(KY, TN, VA)
* Superintendent, 
Virgin Islands Na-
tional Park Group, 
overseeing Virgin 
Islands National Park, 
Christiansted Nation-
al Historic Site, Buck 
Island Reef National 
Monument, and Salt 
River Bay National 
Historical Park &amp; 
Ecological Preserve
* Superintendent, 
Guilford Courthouse 
National Military Park
* Chief of Operations, 
Cumberland Island 
National Seashore
* Chief Ranger, An-

drew Johnson Nation-
al Historic Site
* Park Ranger, Kings 
Mountain National 
Military Park and 
Ninety Six National 
Historic Site Addition-
ally, Mr. Woods has 
contributed to broad-
er NPS initiatives 
through special
assignments, serving 
as:
* Associate Regional 
Director, Resource 
Stewardship, South-
east Region
* Deputy Regional 
Director, Southeast 
Region
* Superintendent, Nat-
chez Trace Parkway 
(TN, AL, MS)
    Mr. Wood’s leader-
ship and dedication 
have earned him 
several prestigious 
awards, in
* 1997 Director&#39;s 
Award for Superin-
tendent of the Year for 

Natural Resource
Stewardship
* Director&#39;s 
Sustained Park Acces-
sibility Achievement 
Award (2004)
* Take Pride in Amer-
ica Federal Land 
Manager Award (2005) 
Community Involve-
ment Beyond his 
professional commit-
ments, Mr. Woods pre-
viously volunteered 
with organizations 
such as:
* The United Way
* Appalachian Region-
al Hospital Advisory 
Board
* Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica
With a strong pas-
sion for education 
and student success, 
he brings valuable 
experience and insight 
to the board.“I am 
honored to have the 
opportunity to serve 
the students, teach-

ers, and families of 
Middlesboro,” said Mr. 
Woods. “My goal is to 
support policies
that enhance edu-
cational opportuni-
ties, improve school 
programs, and ensure 
that our district con-
tinues to thrive.” Board 
Chair, Teresa Brown, 
expressed confidence 
in the new board 
member, stating, Mr. 
Woods’ dedication to 
education and com-
munity involvement 
will greatly benefit our
school district. We 
look forward to work-
ing together to achieve 
our district’s goals. 
As a member of the 
MISD Board of Edu-
cation, Mr. Woods will 
help oversee district 
policies, budgeting, 
and initiatives aimed 
at enhancing student 
learning experiences.

Bell County resi-
dents came together 
in a big way on Sat-
urday, February 8, 
for this year’s Shop 
& Share, an annual 
donation drive bene-
fiting regional domes-
tic violence shelters. 
The event encourages 
shoppers at partici-
pating grocery stores 

to purchase and 
donate essential items 
to support survivors 
in need.

Longs Pic Pac in 
Pineville, along with 
Kroger and Food City 
in Middlesboro, led 
the charge in generos-
ity, with a combined 
total of $15,005.49 in 
donations from Bell 

County alone. Spe-
cial thanks go out to 
the Pineville Police 
Department and local 
community members 
for their outstanding 
support.

Here’s how each 
store contributed:

• Longs Pic Pac 
(Pineville)

• Goods donated: 

$5,240 (including a 
$3,000 match from 
Longs)

• Cash donations: 
$802.44

• Total: $6,042.44
• Kroger (Mid-

dlesboro)
• Goods donated: 

$3,077.50
• Cash donations: 

$368.00

• Total: $3,445.50
• Food City (Mid-

dlesboro)
• Goods donated: 

$5,177.30
• Cash donations: 

$340.25
• Total: $5,517.55
With Harlan County 

raising an additional 
$7,990, the impact 
of this year’s Shop & 

Share event was truly 
remarkable.

Organizers ex-
pressed their grati-
tude to everyone who 
participated, proving 
that when a commu-
nity comes together, 
they can make a real 
difference in the lives 
of those facing do-
mestic violence.
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Mark Woods

Bell County steps up for 
Domestic Violence Shelters

Mark Woods appointed to Middlesboro Board of Education

Amanda Hoskins

Kentucky Farm 
Bureau Insurance
923 North 19th Street • P.O. Box 1662

Call 606-248-7859 
or email

Bob Dixon
Bob.Dixon@kyfb.com

Joe Stamper
Joe.Stamper@kyfb.com    

Amanda Hoskins      
Amanda.Hoskins@kyfb.com

Amanda Hoskins is now accepting new clients!

DON’T FORGET TO TURN BACK YOUR CLOCKS ON SUNDAY FOR DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

SEE MANSLAUGHTER, 
PAGE 8

After hit-and-run incident on March 1 

Proudly supporting our young athletes

Intoxicated man arrested for discharging a shotgun
    On Sunday evening 
March 30, 2025, at ap-
proximately 6:00 pm, 
Bell County Deputy 
Samson Churchwell 
responded to a call 
about a male dis-
charging a shotgun at 
the Ferndale Apart-
ment Complex.

    Once on scene at the residence, Deputy 
Churchwell identified 63-year-old Michael 
Cooper as the person responsible for the 
discharge.  After attempting unsuccessfully 
to have Cooper exit the apartment with his 
loudspeaker, the deputy made contact with 
an individual that knew Cooper and he called 
him telling the man to come out of his apart-
ment.  Once outside, Cooper was taken into 
custody, also found to be intoxicated.

    Video of the incident was obtained by 
Deputy Samson showing that Cooper had the 
firearm pointing at the building across from 
his residence prior to the discharge in the air.  
Michael Cooper was lodged in the Bell Coun-
ty Detention Center charged with wanton 
endangerment - 1st degree - discharge of a 
firearm.
    Assissting on scene was Sgt. Austin Poin-
dexter.

DNA links man to 2024 collision

    A Bell County man 
is now facing multiple 
charges after DNA 
evidence linked him 

to a 2024 collision. 
Charles Partin of Gray, 
Kentucky, has been 
charged with receiving 
stolen property valued 
at $10,000 or more, 
leaving the scene of 
an accident/failure to 
render aid, and driving 
without a license/neg-
ligence in connection 

with the incident.
    On June 13, 2024, 
Middlesboro Police 
responded to a colli-
sion at the intersection 
of Ashbury Avenue 
and North 19th Street. 
Witnesses reported 
that one vehicle struck 
another, causing signif-
icant damage, before 

the driver fled the 
scene.
    Detective Cowan 
located the abandoned 
vehicle in the vicinity 
shortly after the crash. 
    Officer Morgan 
Justice investigated the 
scene and discovered 
blood in the driver’s 
area, believed to have 

come from the driv-
er’s injuries during 
the crash. The blood 
sample was sent to the 
Kentucky State Police 
(KSP) forensic lab in 
an effort to identify the 
suspect.
    In a recent develop-
ment, the KSP lab con-
firmed that the DNA 

matched Charles Partin 
of Gray, Kentucky. On 
Thursday, March 27, 
2025, Officer Justice 
formally charged Par-
tin with the aforemen-
tioned offenses. 
    Partin was already in 
custody on unrelated 
charges at the time of 
the arrest.

Charles Partin of Gray, charged with multiple offenses in hit-and-run

There was food, lots of happy kids and 
beautiful families out enjoying the 
wonderful event. A big thank you 

to everyone that helped and 
a special thank you 
to the Easter Bunny 

for stopping by.

see pictures on 
pages 10 and 11

21-year old Middlesboro man, Atavius 
Flanary arrested in Family Dollar parking lot 

Atavius Flanary

    Two recent ar-
rests have resulted 
in individuals being 
lodged in jail on 
drug trafficking 
charges. The arrests 
are unrelated.

Incident 1
    On Sunday April 
13, 2025, Officer 
Preston Saylor 
responded to a 
prowler complaint 
and located a 
suspected prowler, 
later identified as 
Charles Baker.  Offi-
cer Saylor deter-
mined that Baker 
had an outstanding 
warrant for his 
arrest.
    During the inves-
tigation, Baker was 
found to be in pos-
session of a large 
quantity of suspect-
ed methamphet-
amine. According 
to the citation, the 
methamphetamine 
was divided into 

four individually 
packaged bags, 
with a total weight 
of approximately 
50 grams. Baker 
was also found to 
be in possession 
of two individually 
wrapped packages 
of suspected mar-
ijuana and $766 in 
cash, which was 
seized as evidence.
  Baker was lodged 
in the Bell County 
Detention Center 
and charged with 
trafficking in meth-
amphetamine and 
marijuana.

Incident 2
    Drug Investigator 
Ryan Collins re-
sponded to a report 
of an individual 
experiencing a 
suspected overdose 
on Tuesday, March 
18th. The victim 
was believed to 
have overdosed on 
fentanyl that had 

been recently pur-
chased. Narcan was 
administered to the 
victim, who was 
then transported 
to the hospital for 
treatment and later 
released.
    Following an 
investigation into 
the source of the 
fentanyl, Detective 
Collins identified 
Michael Maxwell as 
the individual who 
supplied the drugs 
to the victim. Max-
well was found to 
be in possession of 
suspected fentanyl 
packaged similar-
ly to the fentanyl 
found on the over-
dose victim.
    He was charged 
with trafficking 
in fentanyl and 
first-degree wanton 
endangerment.
   Both men were 
lodged in the Bell 
County Detention 
Center.

Two arrested on seperate 
drug trafficking incidents

55th Annual ROHO 
Fishing Tournament

Pictures and results on pages 2 & 12

Rebecca Hensley, Bell County Market President of 
Community Trust Bank Inc. presenting a scholar-
ship check to Cailee Pierce a 2025 graduate of Bell 
High School.

Pierce recieves 
scholarship

Name change

See NAME CHANGE
Page 3
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Wade Bevins Retires after 40 years 
of service at First State Bank

Main Street Pineville host free movie
Main Street Pineville and Winds of 
Change are bringing a FREE movie 

night for the whole family 
on Monday June 23rd at 6PM! 

Join us at the Bell Theater  and enjoy 
free refreshments and the movie
We hope to see everyone there!!

Wade Bevins
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Kenneth V. Jones to retire after 
50 years of transformational 

leadership in community banking

Kenneth V. Jones
See RETIREMENT
on page 7

Celebrate Independence Day in downtown Pineville on Thursday, July 3rd. Start 
out the evening with dinner, a little shopping downtown and then a FREE movie 
(tbd) at 7pm at the Bell Theater!! There will also be food vendors with some  of 
our favorites! Bring your blankets, chairs and be ready to watch our magnificent 
fireworks display starting at 9:30pm!!  We hope to see everyone there!!

Middlesboro Middlesboro 
T-Ball & T-Ball & 
Tri-State Tri-State 
Baseball Baseball 
pictures on pictures on 
page A9page A9


