
    By Saving Country 
Music.com 

    It seems like every-
one is trying to tap into 
Kentucky authenticity 
in music these days, 
and we shouldn’t be 
surprised. It was Sturgill 
Simpson, Tyler Childers, 
and Chris Stapleton who 
sparked the country 
music revolution, and 
it’s the Bluegrass State 
that continues to seed 
so many of the best and 
fastest rising names in 
music today. You can 
either listen to artists 
“inspired” by the Ken-
tucky sound—or who 
synthesize it through the 
lumbering motions of 
the Music Row machin-
ery in Nashville—or you 
can go directly to the 
source.
    On the side of a hill 
at a state park in Bell 
County, Kentucky rests 
the Laurel Cove Amphi-
theater. Appearing like 
something taken from a 
scene of a J.R.R. Tolk-
ien novel, the natural 
amphitheater fitted 
with seats and stones 
for sitting looks over a 
quaint stage, with a la-
goon-like water feature 
in the front. Lichens and 
moss adorn everything, 
and in every nook and 
around every corner is 
a magical little spot to 
commune with nature.
    But most important 
to this little piece of 
Kentucky paradise is 
the Laurel Cove Fes-
tival that commences 

each June. It might as 
well be the headwaters 
for genuine country 
and roots music talent 
from Kentucky, Ap-
palachia, and beyond. 
In 2025, two of the 
three headliners we’re 
Kentucky natives: 
landmark generational 
songwriter Ian Noe, 
and surging Southern 
rock band Ole 60.
    Due to inclement 
weather though, only 
one of those headlin-
ers got to perform. Ian 
Noe ended up getting 
scrubbed Friday night. 
But direct supporting 
artist Evan Honer held 
court under a small 
pavilion with some 
very wet and very 
lucky patrons getting 
an unplugged and 
acoustic set they won’t 
soon forget. Jonathan 
and Abigail Payton 
weren’t even on the 
lineup, but sang an 
acapella tune for the 
ages. Hill Country 
Devil also performed 
under the pavilion 
in moments that will 
surely be referenced 
in Laurel Cove lore for 
years to come.
    The rain mostly held 
off for Ole 60 on Sat-
urday night, but water 
works weren’t com-
pletely absent. It’s the 

mix of strikingly emo-
tional moments, com-
bined with unabashed 
euphoric flourishes of 
rock that makes the 
Ole 60 experience so 
compelling. As the 
announcer said ahead 
of their set, when they 
first appeared on the 
scene like a thunder-
bolt, nobody knew 

anything about them 
… except that they 
were from Kentucky. 
For Laurel Cove, that’s 
qualification enough. 
Along with their orig-
inal songs, Ole 60 also 
covered Pink Floyd’s 
“Wish You Were Here” 
and Coldplay’s “Yel-
low.”
    Setting the table 
for Ole 60 was Okla-
homa’s Kaitlin Butts, 
but it was a group of 
young girls and a boy 

that threatened to steal 
the show. They were 
standing on the side 
of the stage the whole 
show, singing and 
dancing along. Kaitlin 
walked over at one 
point and gave them 
their own little private 
show. Then at the very 
end of the set, Kaitlin 
brought all the kids 

out on stage, and they 
danced off together 
to close the set as the 
crowd went nuts.
    Afterwards, Kaitlin 
hung out with the kids 
(see video), signed 
a bunch of stuff for 
them, and made their 
little years. And then 
after the show, Kaitlin 
drove her own tour 
van towing a trailer 
BACKWARDS all the 
way down the moun-
tain like a damn boss 

because there was no-
where to turn around. 
The crew at the Laurel 
Cove Festival couldn’t 
believe it. “She’s a 
badass!” one crew 
member said.
    It’s moments like 
this that people will 
remember, young and 
old, for years to come.
But the Laurel Cove 
Music Festival is just 
as much about the 
opening and up-and-
coming names to 
discover as it is the 
big evening acts, if not 
even more.
    London, Kentucky 
is not too far up the 
road from Laurel 
Cove in Pineville. But 
Jack Browning hails 
from the other Lon-
don where the King 
sits on his throne. In 
Kentucky, you have 
colonels, not Kings. 
But Browning could 
be mistaken for a hill-
jack in the right light, 
and certainly sounds 
like one, speaking to 
the worldwide influ-
ence of Appalachia on 
music.
    Not nearly as far 
away, but still at an 
impressive distance, 
Noeline Hoffman 
came down from Can-
ada to hit the cove for 
a third time, second 

as a performer, and 
first time on the main 
stage. She actually 
shares a kinship with 
Jack Browning since 
they both released 
tribute songs to fallen 
country music art-
ist Luke Bell, who 
though usually as-
sociated with Wyo-
ming, happened to 
be born in Kentucky. 
They both performed 
their versions of “The 
Bullfighter” on the 
weekend, but nobody 
complained.
    It was Noeline’s 
Hoffman’s speech in 
the middle of her set 
that really spelled 
out why small inde-
pendent festivals like 
Laurel Cove are so 
important.
    “Laurel Cove ended 
up being the most 
important part of my 
whole trip down here 
to the United States … 
I ended up at Lau-
rel Cove at the very 
end of my trip, and it 
completely changed 
my life, all the artists, 
the people and music 
that I met down here. 
If I didn’t end up here, 
I don’t know what my 
life would look like 
now. I know it sounds 
dramatic, but it really 
is true.”
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Hoskins named new Farm Burea Agent
LOUISVILLE, Ky (Jan-

uary 2, 2025) – Amanda 
Hoskins has been ap-
pointed as a new agent 
with Kentucky Farm Bu-
reau (KFB) Mutual In-
surance Company at the 
Bell County Farm Bureau 
office. Hoskins’ appoint-
ment was announced in 
Louisville by Chuck Os-
borne, Vice President of 
Agency Support & Mar-
keting for KFB Insurance.

 Hoskins attended J. 
Frank White Academy. 
Prior to becoming a KFB 
Insurance agent, Hoskins 
was a customer service 
representative for Ken-
tucky Farm Bureau. She 
also previously worked for 

Transamerica Life Insur-
ance, First State Bank, and 
Turn Key Realty.

 In her new position, 
Hoskins will call on the 
residents of Bell County to 
offer a wide variety of in-
surance coverage through 
KFB Insurance. She will 
work with the Agency 
Manager, Bob Dixon, and 
the staff at the Bell Coun-
ty Farm Bureau located 
at 923 N 19th Street, Mid-
dlesboro, KY 40965, and 
can be reached at (606) 
248-7859.

 Hoskins joins a well-es-
tablished network of 
more than 400 KFB In-
surance agents statewide. 
The company, founded in 

1943, has offices in all of 
the Commonwealth’s 120 
counties and markets a 
wide variety of insurance 
lines, from homeowner 
and automobile coverage 
to life and health insur-
ance and retirement plan-
ning.

 The insurance services 
are affiliated with Bell 
County Farm Bureau, one 
of the largest member-
ship organizations in the 
county. KFB members 
have access to a variety of 
membership services, in-
cluding discount buying 
programs, college schol-
arships, farm marketing, 
and leadership develop-
ment activities.

FROM THE BIG ONE 106.3

PINEVILLE, KY —
On Friday December 
27th, a family member 
of 14-year-old Kailyn 
Brock made a social 
media post about her 
missing and in the 
company of a 20-year-
old man later identified 
as Kolton Raske. The 
pair had left in a black 
Cobalt very early that 
morning.  A report was 
filed with the Mid-
dlesboro Police Depart-
ment shortly afterward. 

 
Later that same day 

around 8:25pm, Mid-
dlesboro Police were 
notified by the Camp-
bell County Tennessee 

Sheriff’s Office that 
Brock and Raske were 
found.  
Raske 
was taken 
into cus-
tody and 
charged 
with har-
boring or 
hiding a 
runaway 
child.  
Kailyn 
Brock 
was 
released 
to her 
family.  
Kolton 
Raske was later re-
leased from custody, 
unknown at this time 
what the bond amount 

was.
Picture submitted of 

Raskes’ 
arrest

Raske 
arrested 
- picture 
submitted

On 
Wednes-
day, 
January 
1, 2025, 
Mid-
dlesboro 
Police led 
by Lt./
Detective 
Barry 

Cowan discovered 
Raske was at Hinks 
Heights Apartments 
in Middlesboro.  He 

was taken into custody 
without incident a short 
time before noon.  Ac-
cording to the citation, 
“Raske took the 14 year 
old to Tennessee in fear 
of facing trouble for 
having a relationship 
with the female.”

Kolton Raske was 
lodged in the Bell 
County Detention 
Center charged with 
custodial interference 
and unlawful transac-
tion with a minor - 3rd 
degree.

Lt./Detective Barry 
Cowan is in charge of 
this case.

Also assisting on 
scene Officers Justice, 
Partin, Quillen and 
Captain Joe Holder.

Man arrested for harboring 
or hiding a runaway child

Kolton Raske was arrested for harboring or hiding a runaway child.  HOTO COURTESY OF THE BIG ONE 106.3

Honoring Mr. Bill Johnson -A Legacy of Leadership 
and Service

As Bill Johnson steps down from his role on the Mid-
dlesboro Independent School Board, we take a moment 
to reflect on his remarkable contributions and unwaver-
ing dedication to our schools, students, and community.

With 22 years of service, and 16 years serving as Chair-
man, Mr. Johnson has been a steadfast advocate for ed-
ucation, championing initiatives that have shaped the 
future of our district. His commitment to ensuring that 
every child has access to quality education has been ev-
ident in every decision, every meeting, and every con-
versation.

Under Mr. Johnson’s leadership, the school board 
has passed critical policies, initiated several facility up-
grades, advocated for teacher resources and support, 
and fostered new innovative approaches in education. 
Mr. Johnson’s vision, collaborative spirit, and focus 
on student success have left an enduring mark on our 
schools. Some of the most profound milestones accom-
plished under his leadership include establishing the 
first soccer field, exterior upgrades to all schools, and 
aligning the curriculum by ensuring students have ac-
cess to high-quality instructional resources from kinder-
garten through grade 12. 

Beyond his professional achievements, Mr. Johnson 
has been a role model in integrity, compassion, and ded-
ication. A Middlesboro alumni, active member of First 
Baptist Church, ROHO member, and owner of Sharp’s 
Cleaners & Uniform Rentals, Mr. Johnson’s roots grow 
deep for the Middlesboro community. Whether engag-
ing with parents, supporting educators, or mentoring 
new board members, Mr. Johnson embodies the spirit 
of leadership in our town. In an interview with Mr. John-
son he said, “I am deeply honored to reflect on my time 
serving as a board member of Middlesboro Independent 
Schools. I have enjoyed working with all past and current 
school board members, as well as a total of 4 superinten-
dents. I remain grateful for the opportunities to contrib-
ute to the success of our district, and I am excited about 
the future of Middlesboro Schools.”

As Mr. Johnson transitions into this new chapter, we 
extend our deepest gratitude for his tireless efforts and 
the countless hours he’s devoted to making our district 
stronger. While his presence on the board will be missed, 
his influence will continue to guide us for years to come.

Thank you, Mr. Johnson, for your service, your vision, 
and your heart. We wish you all the best in retirement, 
filled with well-deserved rest, joy, and new adventures.

With profound appreciation,
Middlesboro Independent School Board

A legacy of 
Leadership and 

Service

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BIG ONE 106.3FM FACEBOOK

Bill Johnson

112 South 21st Street, 
Middlesboro, KY 40965

(606) 248-4700
• www.cawoodfh.com

Kolton Raske.

Amanda Hoskins
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