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Story Courtesy of:
Rian Johnson

Partners for Rural Impact 

Pineville High School's mass me-
dia class, in collaboration with 
Partners for Rural Impact, created 
a captivating documentary that 
will be featured through the Smith-
sonian Institute, showcasing the 
town's rich local history and the 
iconic Kentucky Mountain Laurel
Festival.
The community is invited to attend 
the documentary screenings on 
Thursday, May 23, and Friday, May 
24, at 12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m., and 2:30 

p.m. at the Bell Theater. All attend-
ees will receive a complimentary 
copy of "When the Mountain Lau-
rel Blooms: The Story of the Ken-
tucky Mountain Laurel Festival," 
co-authored by Samantha North, 
Pam Horne, and Shannon Hamp-
ton.

I am hon-
ored to be 
the 2024 
Chairman of 
the Kentucky 
Mountain 
Laurel 
Festival.  
As always, 
once one 
year comes 

to a close the committees begin 
immediately planning for the next 
year.  That was no exception with the 
planning of the 93rd KMLF.  All the 
committees have worked tireless to 
provide a wonderful experience and 
allow you to fall in love with pink 
and green.  We have many events 
to offer whether it be downtown 
vendors and carnival activities or 
receptions and dinners.  There is 
something for everyone. Our queen 
and princess candidates are all beau-
tiful and ready to represent their 
schools and families in the best light. 
I would like to send a special thanks 
to Nick Fugate, the KMLF co-chair.  
I cannot thank the community 
enough for working with Ethan War-
ren, Housing Committee Chairman, 
to open their homes to our queens 
and their escorts.  The hospitality we 
show these young men and wom-
en is one of the ways our festival is 
unique.   I am excited about the part-
nership with Pineville Community 
Health Center and Sound Sobriety as 
they bring in Struggle Jennings and 
a wonderful lineup of entertainment. 
The picnics and reception hosts 
are ready to open their homes for a 
wonderful time. The KU/LGE Gala 
Parade on Saturday is much antici-
pated, with Grand Marshal Daniel 
Thomas of Bell Co HS as Kentucky’s 

Mr. Football!  The highlight of the 
weekend for me is always the beauty 
of Pine Mountain State Park’s Laurel 
Cove as we host the Queens Coro-
nation and crown the 2024 KMLF 
Queen.  Our theme is Chain of 
Memories. My chain of KMLF mem-
ories is longer than chained rock!  Of 
course, the highlight would have to 
be in 2000 when Gov. Paul Patton 
crowned me as queen.  However 
very closely behind that memory is 
the relationships I’ve made over the 
years visiting with directors, candi-
dates and friends.  I invited everyone 
to come out to experience the 2024 
KMLF and add a link to their Chain 
of Memories.
Kristy is originally from Arjay, KY.  

A 1999 graduate of Bell County High 
School where she played multiple 
sports.  A 2003 graduate of Kentucky 
Wesleyan College where she played 
collegiate softball for the Panthers.  
She represented KWC in the 2000 
KMLF in which she was crowned 
Queen. She and her family have 
dedicated many years to the KMLF 
serving in areas such as vendor 
booths for their church, building 
floats, decorating the gym, assisting 
with picnics, and serving on the vari-
ous committees.  Kristy served as the 
Treasurer for the KMLF Association 
for many years before being named 
the 2024 Chairman. She leads a very 
active lifestyle as a community bank-
er for First State Bank of the South-
east and serving many organizations; 
KHSAA referee, PTO, Pineville 
Rotary Club, Little League, member 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Bell Co 
Hall of Fame and many more.  She 
resides in Pineville with her husband 
Ken and their children Kaelyn and 
Kenton.
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Chain of Memories: 
A Glimpse Into The KMLF Past 

The KMLF General Chair 
Kristy Burnett

Pineville High School Students 
to Present Smithsonian-
Featured Documentary

Middlesboro Board of Education 
Votes for Salary Increase

At the regularly scheduled May 
meeting, the Middlesboro Board 
of Education took a decisive step 
towards recognizing and valuing 
the dedication of its educators by 
unanimously approving a substan-
tial salary increase for certified staff 
and classified employees. In a move 
aimed at addressing the ongoing 
challenges posed by the teacher 
and staff shortages, ensuring the 
delivery of quality education to 
students, and the continual rise 
in the cost of living, the board has 
approved a 6% raise for certified 
staff and a $1.50 per hour raise for 
classified employees.
Expressing gratitude towards 

the faculty and staff, the Board 
emphasized the crucial role they 
play in shaping the future of the 
community. The decision to in-
crease salaries reflects the board's 
dedication to providing the best 

education for the students at MIS. 
Superintendent Waylon Allen said, 
"By attracting and retaining quality 
professionals, we can ensure that 
our students receive the high-qual-
ity education they deserve, setting 
them up for success in the years to 
come."
Acknowledging the challenges 

posed by the nationwide teach-
er and staff shortages, the Mid-
dlesboro Board of Education reit-
erated its unwavering commitment 
to providing students with a quality 
education. "Investing in our educa-
tors is an investment in the future 
of our children," remarked board 
chairperson Teresa Brown. The sal-
ary increases represent a proactive 
step towards addressing the teacher 
and staff shortages while reaffirm-
ing the board's commitment to the 
well-being and academic success of 
Middlesboro's students.

Caroline Sams wins USTA State 
Title three years in a row

Caroline Sams won the USTA State com-
petition in power  tumbling on April 29th 
2024…This is her third year winning this 
title while competing against gymnasts 
from all over the state….Caroline is the 
daughter of Chanda and Dustin Sams 

and attends Pineville Elementary School. 
She has met the qualifications to be a 

member of the Kentucky All Star Team!
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    If you’ve spent any time around 
Natalie Ely, chances are you’ve 
heard about Iggy. She’s not just Na-
talie’s dog — she’s her shadow, her 
road trip buddy, her squirrel-chas-
ing, beach-loving, sunbathing 
best friend. With a big personality 
packed into a small frame, Iggy 
has been bringing smiles to faces 
all around the Tri-State for years. 
But behind that wagging tail and 
spunky spirit, Iggy has been quietly 
battling a serious, ongoing illness.
For the past three years, Iggy has 
struggled with chronic gastro-
intestinal issues, most notably 
a condition called hemorrhagic 
gastritis—a painful and potentially 
dangerous illness that has led to 
numerous emergency veterinary 
visits. Despite the efforts of her 
dedicated care team, the underly-
ing cause has remained unclear. 
Earlier this spring,
    Iggy had a particularly alarming 
episode where she stood over her 
water bowl, clearly wanting to 
drink but unable to do so. Recog-
nizing the urgency, Natalie rushed 
her to the Animal Emergency &amp; Specialty Center of Knox-
ville, where Iggy was admitted to the ICU for a three-night stay. 
It was a harrowing time for Natalie and for the many people 
who know and love Iggy.
“She’s been through a lot, and we’ve had some scary moments,” 
Natalie shared. “But Iggy’s a fighter, and she’s still got so much 
light in her.”
Now out of the hospital and back home resting, Iggy still has a 
long road ahead. She’ll continue with treatment under the care 
of specialists and her trusted veterinary team.
    To help ease the financial burden of ongoing care, Captured 
Moments Photography & Art Studio is stepping in with a spe-
cial event that turns compassion into creativity.
    Paint for a Cause: A Benefit Class for Iggy will be held on Sat-
urday, June 14 at 11:00 AM at Captured Moments’ studio, 607 
Oak Avenue Suite B New Tazewell, TN, Tennessee 37825. The 
cost is $40 per person, with all profits going directly to Iggy’s 
medical care. Attendees will create a one-of-a-kind floral paint-

ing featuring Iggy’s own paw prints 
— a keepsake of love, hope, and 
the unbreakable bond between 
pets and their people.
    “This isn’t just a painting class,” 
says the Frances Hensley owner of 
Captured Moments.
    “It’s a way for our community 
to show up for someone — and 
some-puppy — who’s
really special.”
    As Iggy’s journey continues, 
her story has sparked something 
more — a desire to give back. The 
emotional and financial toll of nav-
igating an undiagnosed illness in a 
beloved pet can be overwhelming, 
especially with complex gastroin-
testinal conditions like Iggy’s.
    While still in the early stages, Na-
talie hopes to create an initiative 
that helps other pet
parents facing similar challeng-
es. The vision includes providing 
support for unexpected veterinary 
expenses, fostering community, 
and contributing to research on 
canine GI illness. If Iggy’s story can 
bring comfort or hope to even one 

family, her journey will have made a meaningful impact.
Natalie wants to thank the many hands that have helped Iggy 
through her journey so far — especially Animal Emergency 
&amp; Specialty Center of Knoxville, where Iggy was recently 
hospitalized, and her primary care team at Russell Veterinary 
Services. She also extends heartfelt thanks to Animal Urgent 
Care Tri-State and Five Rivers Pet Emergency Hospital for step-
ping in during moments of crisis over the course of 3 years.
    “This community has wrapped its arms around us,” Natalie 
said. “I can’t say thank you
enough.”
    Spots for the painting class are limited, so early registration 
is encouraged. To reserve a seat, message Captured Moments 
Photography &amp; Art Studio on Facebook or call 865- 278-
7998. Additional donations for Iggy’s care are welcome and 
deeply appreciated.
    Let’s fill the room with color, kindness, and a whole lot of love 
for Iggy. Join us to make a difference — one paw print at a time.

Local pup “Iggy” inspires 
fundfraiser after medical scar

Dear Family and 
Friends,,
    It is my great plea-
sure to welcome you 
to the ferstival - the 
94th annual Kentucky 
Mountain Laurel 
Festival.
    Each year, our little 
town comes alive with 
poride and excite-
ment. We sweep the 
roads, tidy the lawns, 
and open our homes 
and hearts to ev-
ery one of you. This 
year, we’re especially 
thrilled to show off 
our newly revitalized 
downtown square - a 
symbol of both our 
progress and our 
deep committment to 
tradition.
    To every memeber 
of our community 
who helped bring this 
weekend to life: thank 
you. Your hard work 
ensures our guest feel 
not only welcomed, 
but truly at home. I 
look forward to seeing 
and meeting as many 
of you as possible 
over the coming days. 
Make the most of this 
weekend, soak in the 
memories, and cele-
brate all that makes 
this festival so special.
    All the best,
Nicholas Fugate
General Chairman, 
2025 Kentucky Moun-
tain Laurel Festival.

Message 
from the 

KBML
Chairman

Hannah Wheeler and the 
Heartaches to perform 

Saturday at 8:15 pm.
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    I just cam home from 
the Kentucky Moun-
tain Laurel Festival and 
heard about the passing 
of Mark Terry. Former 
classmate and team-
mate. Perhaps one of the 
downfalls on not being 
on Facebook or social
media. Nevertheless, 
when I heard the news, 
it came fast and strong, 
just like Mark.
    Mark and I were in 
the same class until the 8 
th grade when he elected 
to stay back along with 
classmate
Bill Bowling. They were 
the original Tango and 
Cash playing Football 
and Basketball and 
enjoyed fishing just as 
much. Both excelled at 

all. Both were members 
of the Dirty Dozen, and 
both went on to excel on
the Varsity level as well. 
Tango and Cash. I was 
a friend of Mark’s, but 
they were great friends 
of each other. When 
we did play together on 
the football team, we all 
shared duties on offense. 
The best was defense 
with Mark playing safe-
ty, Bill playing DB on 
the left side while I took 
DB on the right. Hard 
hitting and intercep-
tions would come; Bill 
scooped a fumble the 
year after I left and took 
it to the endzone and 
team to the Regional.
    Mark was also an 
outstanding basketball 

player. Both sports led 
to his being named to 
Pineville’s best being 
inducted into the Hall 
of Fame. After I came 
home from college one 
weekend, I asked him 
about the football and 
incredible season he 
had. He simply and 
quietly said “I give Glory 
to God.”
    Mark’s parents from 
what I can remember 
were hard working 
people and his mother 
Dorothy always had 
that beautiful smile 
along with her kindness. 
I remember perhaps 
when Mark turned 12 
she hosted his birthday 
party where we took to 
the Kentucky Avenue 

pavement as if it were 
the frozen tundra , Mark 
began his craft dodging 
tacklers, cars, trucks, 
“John Baby “on his bike 
and anyone who dared 
tried to touch or tackle 
him. Mark’s brothers 
Eddie and Randy were 
two of the best line-
men to come out of the 
mountains and Jimbo 
one of the best basket-
ball players. The Terry’s 
were sports version of 
the Cartwrights yet no 
episode of Bonanza 
every had more accurate 
shooting than Mark and 
Jimbo on the basketball 
court. Two separate 
episodes two separate 
teams. All Terry teams 
went on to the District 

or Regional champion-
ships putting them up 
there with The Bishops 
that had Lee, Fred and 
Eddie. Jimbo, played 
with Fred and Eddie and 
were members of one 
the best basketball teams 
Pineville has ever had 
- if not the single best. 
Years ago, I had surgery 
at the Pineville hospi-
tal. One evening I was 
looking out the window 
when I
heard a simple knock. It 
was Mark. He had that 
same smile his mother 
had and quietly walked 
in and said he heard I 
was in the hospital. It 
had been years since I 
had seen him, and we 
talked briefly when he

looked at me and asked 
if he could pray for me. 
He held my hand and 
led us in prayer. I then 
realized
what a complete man 
he was. Never asking 
for any attention, never 
asking for anything. A 
hard working and quiet 
man who could do it all. 
I knew he was smart, 
fast and strong but had 
some but no idea he was 
indeed this spiritually 
strong which now makes 
me think, if they play 
sports in heaven, Team
Heaven just got stronger.
Thank you Mark for the 
example you left for all 
of us. Rest well and play 
hard. You deserve it.
James Combs

Heaven’s team just got stronger


