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Thursday April 24, 
2025 -  Gov. Andy 
Beshear announced 
an exciting project 
within the state’s 
manufacturing 
industry as E & E 
Hardwoods Inc., a 
full-grade sawmill 
operation support-
ing the local logging 
industry and lumber 
production industry, 
plans to add 37 new 
jobs and invest $2.1 

million to expand its 
Bell County oper-
ation following a 
December 2024 fire 
that destroyed the 
company’s previous 
location.
    “Kentucky has 
always been home 
to some of the hard-
est-working and 
most resilient peo-
ple I have ever met. 
When tragedy strikes 
or obstacles come 

our way, Kentucki-
ans don’t blink,” said 
Gov. Beshear. “E & E 
Hardwoods’ leader-
ship wasted no time 
getting back on their 
feet, rebuilding less 
than six months after 
losing the business in 
a fire. The company 
has been a staple in 
Bell County for over 
six decades, and this 
announcement is an 
incredible testament 

to their commitment 
to Kentucky.”
    E & E Hardwoods 
is rebuilding and 
expanding its Bell 
County operation 
by relocating to a 
larger, more ad-
vanced building. 
The 30,000-square-
foot facility will help 
accommodate the 
company’s growth, 
increase capabil-
ities and improve 

operations. The $2.1 
million investment 
is expected to create 
37 jobs for the Bell 
County community 
and surrounding 
areas.
    “E & E Hardwoods 
Inc. is excited about 
the opportunities 
ahead and seeks your 
continued support 
to strengthen our 
local economy,” said 
E & E Hardwoods 

President Paul C. 
Elliott. “Together, we 
can create a brighter 
future for our com-
munity!”
    Founded in the 
early 1960s in the 
heart of Bell County, 
E & E Hardwoods 
Inc. began with a 
mission to support 
the local mining sec-
tor. The company be-
gan as a modest saw-

    MIDDLESBORO 
— Over 150 chil-
dren gathered at 
Middlesboro City 
Park on Satur-
day for a day 
full of fishing, 
fun, and fam-
ily memories 
during the 
17th annual 
Fish Fest.
    The 
beloved 
event, 

which has 
become a local 

tradition, was 
started 17 years 
ago by former Bell 
County Attorney 
Neil Ward. After 
Ward’s retirement, 
current Bell Coun-
ty Attorney Chris 
Douglas continued 
the tradition, en-
suring that children 
in the community 
could keep enjoying 
a day devoted to 
outdoor activities 
and friendly compe-
tition.

    Fish Fest has 
grown steadily over 
the years, offering 
young anglers the 
chance to experi-
ence the joys of fish-
ing while spending 
quality time with 
their families and 
neighbors.
    Organizers say 
they are proud to 
see the event thrive 
and are already 
looking forward to 
next year’s festivi-
ties.

Over 150 kids participated 
in this year’s event

See more pictures on 
pages 10,11 and 12

“It was a wonderful 
day of fishing, fun 

and fun. Thank you 
to all those that 

made it possible.”
- Chris Douglas
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    Pineville Indepen-
dent would like to 
congratulate two of 
our faculty members, 
Mrs. Kim Yates and Ms. 
Beth Howard, for being 
named KET All Stars.   
Mrs. Yates was induct-
ed into the inaugural 
KET All Star class in 
2024 and Ms. Howard 
was nominated and 
inducted into the pro-
gram on February 1, 
2025. Both teachers will 
serve a two year term 
and will each complete 
community and educa-
tional projects related 
to KET and their edu-
cational resources.  
    When asked about 
her recent induction 
Beth said, “I am so 
excited and honored, 
not only for myself but 
for my students and 
school, as well.   No 
person is an island 

and I always try to 
make sure my students 
understand that my 
success is because of 
them.  They push me 
every day to be the best 
version of me, for them, 
and I can’t wait to use 
what I learn through 
the All Star Program 
and about KET re-
sources to enhance my 
students’ education 
and give back to our 
community!”
    As KET All Stars 
Yates and Howard will 
work “in collabora-
tion with KET’s expert 
education team,…par-
ticipate in specialized 
training, lead unique 
learning opportunities 
as ambassadors for 
KET, serve as focused 
thought-leaders for 
upcoming content 
creation, and leverage 
their individual pas-

sions to create positive 
impacts in education in 
Kentucky.”
    During her first year 

as an All Star, Mrs. 
Yates completed four 
separate projects in-
cluding providing the 

opportunity for four of 
her students to present 
alongside her at a pro-
fessional conference in 
Lexington. Reflecting 
on her experience thus 
far in the program, 
Mrs. Yates shared, 
“Serving as a 2024 KET 
All-Star was an incred-
ible experience. I not 
only got to work with 
and alongside some 
amazing educators 
from across the state, 
I was also able to pro-
vide my students with 
the chance to share 
their learning with 
other teachers and 
provide them with the 
opportunity to present 
professionally even as 
middle school stu-
dents. I am so excited 
to continue this work 
during 2025.”
    When asked about 
their involvement 

with KET All Stars, Dr. 
Jarryd Boster com-
mented, “We are very 
proud of Ms. Howard 
and Mrs. Yates for their 
hard work and their 
passion for serving our 
students. Ms. Howard 
and Mrs. Yates have 
embraced the con-
cept of maintaining a 
growth mindset. They 
continually challenge 
their students and 
themselves by imple-
menting innovative 
educational practices 
while engaging in rich 
development op-
portunities.  Here at 
Pineville Independent 
School, we encourage 
our team members 
to seek out quality 
growth experiences. 
I commend both of 
these fine educators 
for their commitment 
to that process.”

“I believe this will go down as the fourth largest flood we have recorded in Pineville, Pineville Mayor-
Shawn Fugate ll wrote in a facebook post. “Not a record I was looking at breaking my first six weeks in 

office. Couldn’t have done anything without the crew we have from every department, some of them still 
out working. Stay safe out there, stay off the roads unless necessary. There are still a lot of covered roads.”
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Ms. Beth Howard and Mrs. Kim Yates

Flooding waters sweep 
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Two Pineville teachers named KET All Stars
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New operation in Bell County with $2.1 
Million Investment, creating 37 New Jobs

see NEW JOBS page 2


