
From the Bell County 
Ky Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment - (Calvin, Ky.) 
On Friday morning 
April 11, 2025, at 3:48 
am, Bell County Dep-
uties Hunter Luttrell, 
Samson Church-
well, Keith Fuson, 
and Pineville Offi-
cer Patrick Brooks, 
responded to a call of 
a domestic violence 
incident at a Varilla 

Road residence in Calvin.  
    Once on scene, 28-year-old Logan T. How-
ard was seen arguing with his girlfriend at the 
door to the residence.  Howard was taken into 
custody during the investigation.
    After investigating, probable cause was 
found to charge Howard with:
    Sodomy – 1st degree – victim under the age 
of 12, Sodomy – 1st degree, Sexual abuse – 1st 
degree – victim under the age of 12, Tam-
pering with physical evidence, Possession of 
matter portraying a sexual performance by a 
minor under the age of 12, Attempted escape 
– 3rd degree, Unlawful transaction with a 
minor – 1st degree –illegal sex act under the 
age of 16. 
    Logan T. Howard is lodged in the Knox 
County Detention Center currently without 
bond.  

Three arrested for organized crime
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Pine Mountain Hillclimb returns Man charged with sexual 
offenses of minor under 12

PINEVILLE, KY - Sun-
day morning April 
13th at 1:00am, Bell 
County Deputies 
Hunter Luttrell and 
Keith Fuson along 
with Pineville Offi-
cers Patrick Brooks 
and Justin Patterson 
responded to a call 
about a possible 
burglary at a Stoney 
Fork Road residence 
off Highway 221.

    Found standing 
in the back door of 
the residence was 
50-year-old Charles 
Jason Hoskins, 
but no one else at 
the time.  Officers 
searched the home 
to find it had been 
ransacked.
    The homeowner 
arrived on scene 
stating they had 
been working on the 

home and had no 
knowledge of who 
Charles Hoskins was. 
Hoskins claimed a 
male and female, 
later identified as 
47-year-old An-
gela Caldwell and 
40-year-old Les-
ter Smith both of 
Pineville, paid him 
$50.00 to give them a 
ride to the home.
    Charles Hoskins 

was arrested and tak-
en to the Bell County 
Detention Center.
The homeowner 
stayed in the house 
after officers left the 
scene. He states that 
he was sitting in a re-
cliner when he heard 
something moving in 
the children’s room.  
After investigating, 
the homeowner 
found Caldwell and 

Smith hiding in a pile 
of clothes inside a 
cupboard.  He held 
them at gunpoint 
and called 911 for the 
officers to return.
    After their ar-
rest, they were also 
booked in the Bell 
County Detention 
Center.
    All three were 
charged with en-
gaging in organized 

crime and burglary – 
2nd degree.
    Lester Smith was 
additionally served 
three failure to 
appear warrants, 
possession of Meth-
amphetamine, and 
promoting contra-
band – 1st degree 
when he tried to 
bring Metham-
phetamine into the 
facility.
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WAY TO GO BELL COUNTY

Bobcat senior running back Daniel Thomas breaks a tackle and heads outside for 
long gain during Friday’s game. Thomas carried the ball 41 times for 236 yards and 
four touchdowns in Bell County’s 30-28 win. He extended his state record for rush-
ing yards in a season to 3,682 and broke the record for most rushing touchdowns in 
a season as he’s now up to 53. His 367 total points scored this season are also the 
most in Kentucky history.
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ROOF WASH & HOUSE WASH
WE BACK THE BOBCATS!GOOD LUCK IN THE STATE CHAMPIONSHIP!

Photos courtesy Scott Warren
The Bell County Bobcats celebrate after taking a knee to run out the clock on Friday’s 30-28 win at Hart 
County in the Class 3A state semifinals. From left are Kaleb Miller, Blake Evans, Brayden Dunn, Blake 
Burnett and Hayden Damron.

Coach Dudley Hilton will be going for his 
4th state championship on Saturday and 
the 3rd for Bell County Bobcats.

Junior fullback Blake Evans hauls in a two-point 
conversion pass from Blake Burnett to give the 
Bobcats a 14-13 lead with 4:51 to play in the second 
quarter of Friday’s game. That lead would grow to 
30-13 by early in the fourth quarter before the Bob-
cats held on for the 30-28 win.

Sophomore quarterback Blake Burnett heads out into the 
open field on his way to a 26-yard gain on a keeper play. 
Burnett ran for 58 yards on seven carries and passed for a 
pair of two-point conversions in Friday’s victory.

Freshman defensive lineman Spencer Phipps (56) and the Bobcat defense celebrate 
a big stop on fourth down during Friday’s win at Hart County. Phipps had five tack-
les and also recovered a fumble for Bell County in the semifinal win.
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ROOF WASH & HOUSE WASH
WE BACK THE BOBCATS!GOOD LUCK IN THE STATE CHAMPIONSHIP!

Photos courtesy Scott Warren
The Bell County Bobcats celebrate after taking a knee to run out the clock on Friday’s 30-28 win at Hart 
County in the Class 3A state semifinals. From left are Kaleb Miller, Blake Evans, Brayden Dunn, Blake 
Burnett and Hayden Damron.

Coach Dudley Hilton will be going for his 
4th state championship on Saturday and 
the 3rd for Bell County Bobcats.

Junior fullback Blake Evans hauls in a two-point 
conversion pass from Blake Burnett to give the 
Bobcats a 14-13 lead with 4:51 to play in the second 
quarter of Friday’s game. That lead would grow to 
30-13 by early in the fourth quarter before the Bob-
cats held on for the 30-28 win.

Sophomore quarterback Blake Burnett heads out into the 
open field on his way to a 26-yard gain on a keeper play. 
Burnett ran for 58 yards on seven carries and passed for a 
pair of two-point conversions in Friday’s victory.

Freshman defensive lineman Spencer Phipps (56) and the Bobcat defense celebrate 
a big stop on fourth down during Friday’s win at Hart County. Phipps had five tack-
les and also recovered a fumble for Bell County in the semifinal win.

The Bell County Bobcats 
took first place in a big 7-on-
7 tournament at South Lau-
rel High School last week.  
The Bobcats, not historically 
known for their passing game, 
were led by junior quarterback 
Blake Burnett to a 7-0 record 
on the day. Bell capped off 
their championship run with 
a win over Madison Southern 
in the semifinals and a win 
over Harrison County in the 
finals.  “It’s one of the biggest 
tournaments in this area every 
year, there were 17 or 18 teams 

competing and this is the sec-
ond year in a row we’ve won 
it,” Bobcat coach Dudley Hil-
ton said. “It took us all day, but 
our kids fought hard and they 
just kept finding a way to win.”   
Email newsletter signup Sign 
up for our daily email news-
letter  Hilton is entering his 
50th season coaching football. 
The Bobcats will host Hazard 
in a scrimmage on Aug. 9 and 
visit Pulaski County on Aug. 
16 before opening the regu-
lar season at home on Friday, 
Aug. 23 against North Laurel.

The Pineville Sun is featuring Randy Earle of the Middlesboro Housing Authority 
for his dedication to the community.

Bell County Football starting the season off right with 
a 7 on 7 Tournament Championship Win at South Laurel 

• See Feature Page A10

Pineville Sun Features:
Randy Earle 

Middlesboro 
Housing Authority

Gerry Brooks Inspires Educators at 
Professional Development Event in 

Pineville, KY

• See Brooks Page A3

Middlesboro 
Independent 

School District 
Announces 

Retirement of 
Superintendent

• See Retire Page A2

 FERGUSON’S AAU TEAM TO COMPETE  
FOR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP! 

 Braxton Ferguson is pictured after releasing a pull up jumper in recent action in Dal-
las, Texas, he is wearing and holding the Key he and his Decatur Blazers AAU team 
won in a qualifying Middle School Championship Series tournament in Atlanta on 
Mothers Day. There are only eight teams from a cross the country that have qualified 
to play for the National Title. The Blazers first game will be Friday when they play Ð-5 
Global based out of Dallas. The National Championship Series will be played in Chi-
cago, Illinois. GOOD LUCK Braxton and the rest of your Blazers team!

KLC Presents Safety Grant 
to the City of Pineville

The Kentucky League of Cities (KLC) presented the City of Pineville with a 2024 Safety Grant. The 
money helps KLC members provide services and programs that reduce liability and create safer com-
munities. Since 1999, KLC has awarded more than $6.5 million in liability and safety grants to its 
members.

“We are honored to partner with the City of Pineville to make their community safer for everyone 
who lives and works there,” KLC Executive Director/CEO J.D. Chaney said. Officials purchased person-
al protective equipment and work zone safety signs and cones with the funds.

KLC Insurance is the commonwealth’s largest municipal insurance program. The agency helps mem-
bers increase public safety with proactive programs and services. KLC insurance provides affordable 
liability, property, workers’ compensation, and other municipal insurance products.

The Kentucky League of Cities also offers employee benefits programs, legislative advocacy, financial 
and municipal law services, training, community development, and other resources that serve cities.

“The superior man prizes 
three things. The first is 
gentleness , the second is 
fragility and the third is 
humility. 
By being gentle  he can 
be bold. By being  fragile 
he can be liberal and  by 
being humble he becomes 
a leader among men.”

--- Randy Earle

Two 
held at 

gun-
point by 

home 
owner

    The Pine Mountain Hillclimb is returning 
this April 25-27th! Kicking things off will 
be the Pine Mountain Hillclimb Festival in 
courthouse square in downtown Pineville 
on April 25 from 5 til 8 PM.  The event will 
feature a car display of all the cars in the 
hill climb, live music from Kindred Valley 
and Daniel Chumley, food vendors and 
kids games! Make sure to come check it 
out!
    The next day, the hill climb will begin 
with drivers from all over the nation com-
peting in a time trail to see who can get to 
the top of Pine Mountain the fastest! Spec-
tators can bring a chair, cooler with drinks 

and snacks, and catch a shuttle in front of 
the Bell Theater on Saturday where they 
will be taken to spectator areas to watch 
the time trails at Pine Mountain State Re-
sort Park.
    If you’re a car or racing enthusiast, this 
is one you don’t want to miss! The event is 
put on by the Sports Car Club of America, 
Backroads of Appalachia, Pine Mountain 
State Resort Park, Main Street Pineville, 
and Bell County Tourism.
For more information, check out www.
appalachianhillclimb.com<http://www.
appalachianhillclimb.com> and click on 
the Pineville event link.

April 
25-27


