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“This is a gover nment 
resource paid for by the tax-
payer to provide the informa-
tion that really is the prima-
ry source of information for 
any city, state or federal agen-
cy who’s tr ying to prepare 
for the impacts of a changing 
climate,” said Texas Tech cli-
mate scientist Katharine Hay-
hoe, who has been a volunteer 

author for several editions of 
the report.

Copies of past repor ts 
are still  squir reled away 
in NOAA’s librar y. NASA’s 
open science data reposito-
ry includes dead links to the 
assessment site.

The most recent repor t, 
issued in 2023, included an 
interactive atlas that zoomed 
down to the county level. It 
found that climate change is 
af fecting people’s security, 
health and livelihoods in every 
corner of the country in dif-

ferent ways, with minority and 
Native American communities 
often dispropor tionately at 
risk.

The 1990 Global Change 
Research Act requires a 
national climate assessment 
every four years and directs 
the president to establish an 
interagency United States 
Global Change Research 
Program. In the spring, the 
Trump administration told 
the volunteer authors of the 
next climate assessment that 
their services weren’t needed 

and ended the contract with 
the private firm that helps 
coordinate the website and 
report.

Additionally, NOAA’s main 
cl imate.gov website was 
recently forwarded to a dif-
ferent NOAA website. Social 
media and blogs at NOAA and 
NASA about climate impacts 
for the general public were cut 
or eliminated.

“It’s part of a horrifying big 
picture,” Holdren said. “It’s 
just an appalling whole demoli-
tion of science infrastructure.”

The national assessments 
are more useful than interna-
tional climate reports put out 
by the United Nations every 
seven or so years because they 
are more localized and more 
detailed, Hayhoe and Jacobs 
said.

The national reports are not 
only peer reviewed by other 
scientists, but examined for 
accuracy by the National Acad-
emy of Sciences, federal agen-
cies, the staff and the public.

Hiding the reports would be 
censoring science, Jacobs said.
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----- Public Notice -----
Notice is hereby given that
Meuth Construction
Supply, Inc., at 703 Eighth
Street, PO Box 523,
Henderson, KY 42419, has
filed an application with
the Kentucky Energy and En-
vironmental Cabinet to
install a barge dock loading
and unloading facility
on the right descending bank
of the Ohio River at
approximate river mile 935.5.
The site is located
near the north end of Camp-
bell Street in the city of
Paducah, McCracken County,
KY. Any comments
or objections concerning this
application shall be
directed to: Kentucky Division
of Water, Water
Resources Branch, 300 Sower
Blvd. Frankfort,
Kentucky 40601. Phone: (502)
564-3410.

Local contractor seeking
qualified DBE, MBE & WBE

subcontractors & suppliers for
work relating to civil construc-
tion in the Western Kentucky
area. Email info@yecllc.com

or call 270-247-1400 to
request information regarding

the project.
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