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Lady Colonel lacrosse jumps out to a fast start, win the Icebreaker Tournament

BY WYATT SPARKMAN

The Oldham County Lady Col-
onels have jumped out to a 6-1
start to their 2025 campaign in Jeff
Veech’s third year as head coach.

After a season opener loss to
Marcy in overtime, the Lady Col-
onels have rattled off six consec-
utive wins, including winning the
Icebreaker Tournament with an
87 overtime win in the champion-
ship game over Assumption.

Veech credits the early season
success to the experienced and
returning players he has. Some
varsity starters this year have
played freshman, junior varsi-
ty and varsity while some of the
older girls have played JV and
varsity going through the past
couple of years. Veech feels like it
has helped the girls develop their
games but also build chemistry
with one another.

“We put a couple things in
place this year to use some of that
experience and change defen-
sive philosophies, and we went
to something that helped us get
more athletes on the field,” Veech
said. “It’s helped tremendously. I
have a couple girls who played for
the first year last year that worked
and worked and worked. You
could tell they worked to make
strides, and both of them are
dressing varsity as second-year
players. I have one girl that’s a
first-year player that starts varsi-
ty, because she’s so athletic, and
she’s so fast. She’s picked up on
the game quickly.”

Oldham County has six seniors
on the team; Merra Gonshak,
Ellie Kaiser, Jocelyn Klingenberg,
Larissa New and Ruby Roberts.

Veech has seen his seniors make
bonds with the three middle
schoolers on the team, and he
knows that type of leadership will
bring the team closer together.

“It’s just a different dynam-
ic when you go into the locker
room, and there’s that age dif-
ference,” Veech said. “Of course
now, they’'ve made it three years
with me. I've adapted a little bit for
them, and they've adapted a little
bit for me. That has bled over to
the younger ones over the last two
years, and it’s starting to show.”

Kaiser and Gonshak are back
with the team. Kaiser has scored
14 goals through the first five
games of the year, second on the
team. Gonshak and Klingenberg
have helped out on both offense
and defense, making an impact
on the defensive side by stopping
transitions and combining for 16
goals this year. New and Roberts
are the anchors of the defense on
the post.

“Merra’s speed helps us slow
that transition down and lets us
get set up on the other end,”
Veech said. “Ellie is just smart as
I'll get out...She understands how
to use different things, but she’s
also learned how to kind of con-
trol the stick in traffic. Ruby and
Larissa anchor our defense on the
post, and they have been just real-
ly good. Our communication on
defense has been better than it's
ever been. I could contribute a lot
of that to those two.”

Along with New and Roberts,
eighth grader Autumn Riordan
is the starting goalie with sopho-
more Adrianna Daep behind her.
Riordan has started all six games,

making 43 saves through the first
five and has helped the team get
to its fast start.

Veech coached Riordan’s dad,
Josh Riordan, and her uncle,
Aaron Riordan, when both were
wrestlers at Oldham County. He
sees a lot of the same traits in her.

“IRiordan] has a whole lot of
that Riordan traits in her when
she’s out here,” Veech said.
“There’s times I have to stop and
look at my girls and go, ‘when
things are kind of breaking down
on defense, you have to remem-
ber she’s an eighth grader...It’s
just, you're all 16 and 17 years
old, and she’s 13.” I don’t care if
you're a boy or girl, the difference
between 13 and 16, 17 or 18 is dif-
ferent, but she has done tremen-
dously well.”

For the first time in three years,
Veech has two assistant coaches,
Ashley Phenix and AJ Devault.
Phenix helps out with the defen-
sive side of things while Devault
has been helping with the goalies.
With a defensive scheme change,
Veech trusted Phenix with the
players she thought would be
good starters for the team, and it
has paid dividends.

“AJ has done a tremendous job
with our goalies, with Autumn
and Adrianna and the new ones,”
Veech said. “Raegan Richins is
our kind of emergency goalie. She
has played a little bit for us. She
played goalie for the JV field hock-
ey team. It was a transition that we
made...Our start right now has
contributed a lot to Ashley being
strictly the defensive person. It's
almost like foothall. She’s a defen-
sive coordinator. I guess you could

call AJ the special teams coordina-
tor, since she’s doing the goalies. I
take care of the offense. It’s been a
really fun year so far.”

The Lady Colonels also return
four-time state champion wrestler
Tatum Millet. In her junior year,
Millet has led the team with 10
assists and has scored 12 goals in
the first five games. Veech knows
Millet has toughness from her
wrestling background, but he can
also trust Millet with the game on
the line or helping the team get
back into a rhythm offensively or
defensively.

“T've got other girls that can do
that too, but it’s almost Tatum’s
mentality that I want it,” Veech
said. “I want it right now, and
when you win four state champi-
onships in a row, you're used to
those situations. We’d be crazy not
to lean on her for these kinds of
situations.”

Oldham County’s leading goal
scorer is sophomore Dakota Phe-
nix. Dakota has scored 17 goals
on the season but has also assist-
ed on six more goals. Veech likes
how she has slowed down and not
forced anything offensively. Veech
really likes how she has gotten
her teammates involved as well.

“Last year or two years ago, she
would have either rushed that
pass or she would have forced her
way around the crease to get a
shot off,” Veech said. “This year,
she’s gotten into a crowd and
she’s backed up a little bit, she lets
somebody cut and hits them with
a nice pass. I just told her [Sat-
urday] that you've played great
so far this year, because you've
slowed down, been patient and

seen other people. One thing, not
just Dakota but everybody, I want
them to get more pleasure in pass-
ing to a teammate that scores than
scoring yourself.”

Veech has seen junior Erin
Abbott be an incredible impact on
the team and do a lot of things that
don’t show up on the stat sheet.
He’s also seen big improvements
from sophomores Sara Alvarado,
Lillian Sutton and Richins. There
are 38 girls in the program with 16
first-year players. Veech wants to
see them continually improve and
get better.

Veech isn’t worried about his
team facing any setbacks with
how they responded after their
season opening loss. He’s seen
his team use that as motivation to
get better and play better, leading
to their 6-1 start. Veech trusts his
seniors and leaders in how they
respond to different circumstanc-
es.

“We play a regional game
Wednesday against Collins at
Collins, then we play Male at
home on Thursday,” Veech said.
“Tuesday, we got a freshman and
JV doubleheader at Manual, and
once we finish the Male game
Thursday, they’re cut loose until
spring break is over. Obviously,
things really ratchet up, because
the Braveheart [Tournament]
comes up after that.”

Oldham County’s senior night
will be on April 24 at 6 p.m.
against Atherton. Veech said it’ll
be open for Oldham County and
East Oldham Middle School and
LaGrange, Centerfield and Locust
Elementary School students to get
a parent in for free.

Lady Dragon lacrosse looks to hit their stride to make it back to state tournament

BY WYATT SPARKMAN

The South Oldham
Lady Dragons are looking
to make it back-to-back
years of making the state
tournament. Last year, the
Lady Dragons avenged a
loss to Notre Dame to get
back to state, but this year,
they are hoping to build on
the success of 2024.

The Dragons scheduled a
gauntlet of some of the best
teams in the state to begin
the year, starting 3-5 and fin-
ishing third at the Icebreak-
er Tournament. South head
coach Bob Newton hopes
the tough start helps his
team find their weaknesses
early, so they have an entire
season to work on them.

“If you want to be the
best, you have to beat the
best and competing against
good, quality squads right
there will show us our
weaknesses,” Newton said.
“That gives us a chance to
correct that here in practice
and cross your fingers that
it pays off by the end of the
year.”

Defensively, the team has
allowed double-digit goals
in four of their five losses.
Newton believes a lot of the
issues are fixable, and it’s
just being there mentally.

“A lot of it is us,” Newton
said. “Cutting down on turn-
overs is a big thing for us
right now and getting set-
tled.”

The Lady Dragons have
been consistent offensive-
ly through the first eight
games of the year. South
has scored five or more
goals in seven out of its
first eight games to start
the year. Newton attributes
the offensive success to the
senior leadership of Maken-
na Touro and Isabel Reimer.

“Makenna is having a
great beginning of the year
on the offensive end,” New-
ton said. “Isabel Reimer is
back with us. Last time she
played with us was when
she was a sophomore, had
to deal with some health
issues, but she is now back
out again. We were very
excited about her.”

Newton has six seniors
for this season; Mary Baker,
Adeline Chastain, Berkely
Harlow, Marin Redfield,
Reimer and Touro. He real-
ly likes the leadership all six
seniors bring to the squad.

“It’s good senior lead-
ership,” Newton said.
“Five of the girls start, and
the last one, Mary Baker,
I wish I'd had her all four
years, because she’s pick-
ing up the game quickly.
By the end of the season,
she’s probably going to be
competing for a starting
position. She’s a scrapper
out there. She fights for the
ball. The thing is she is just
learning the game right
now. Once she gets there
and knows the rules, she

can start reacting instead of
thinking.”

Touro was a starter last
year for South and leads
the team this year in points
responsible for with 11. She
has scored six goals and has
assisted on five others in the
first five games. She is com-
ing in off the basketball sea-
son, and Newton has seen
her pick up where she left
off last year.

“[Touro] has picked up
where she left last year,”
Newton said. “Coach [Krys-
tal] Hatchett, give credit to
her, has worked with us,
and vice versa, we work
with them. She’s been doing
some lacrosse when it was
possible...She was picking
up where she left off last
year. She is an incredibly tal-
ented young lady that has a
bright future ahead at Aus-
tin Peay.”

Reimer is second in
goals scored in the first five
games with seven. Newton
is proud of Reimer and sees
her as an inspiration for oth-
ers to look to.

“She’s an inspiration,”
Newton said. “What she had
to go through for basically
two years for her to be able
to get back her conditioning
and to put the effort in to be
in shape and ready to go.
The maturity and realizing
what she had to do to get
ready, so she can make the
most of her last year here.”

Through five games,
freshman Charlie-Anne
Hayden has led the team in
goals. Newton is happy with
her aggressiveness on the
offensive end and not being
scared to attack. Along with
Hayden, freshman Sophia
Reimer, Reimer’s sister, has
really stepped up on the
defensive side. Newton has
also been really impressed
with freshman Emma Mar-
vin.

“Emma Marvin busted
her butt this past summer
and has made herself into
a player that we have com-
plete confidence in,” New-
ton said. “She started a cou-
ple of games and brought
her off the bench...All three
are going to be big corner-
stones for sure.”

The goalie for the team is
junior Claire Scott. She’ll be
rotating in with last year’s
starter junior Angela Soto.
Scott has made 37 saves this
year.

“[Scott] played JV last
year and has held her own
so far in the season,” New-
ton said. “Considering the
way she’s played, she’s
done an admirable job. She
worked her butt off this
summer and is constantly
wanting to improve. That’s
the kind of kids that you
want in your program.”

Junior Greta Bushue has
caught the eye of Newton
this year in the way she’s
performed and the strides

she’s made on the field,
scoring three goals. Newton
has a lot of trust in Redfield
defensively and puts her on
the opposing team’s best
players.

“I love [Redfield’s] atti-
tude. I love her work ethic,”
Newton said. “It doesn’t
matter who it is, she is
going to give her best, and
she’s going to get out there
and give everything that
she can to help the team
herself, a great kid right
there.”

South Oldham played in
the icebreaker tournament
on Friday, March 21 and
Saturday, March 22. The
Lady Dragons won their
first game of the tourna-
ment against Manual 5-4
before falling to Assump-
tion in the next round.
South bounced back with
a 5-3 win over Christian
Academy-Louisville, push-
ing its record to 3-5 on the
year.

Newton wants to con-
centrate on locking down
the region and improving
to where they are playing
their best come the end of
the season and into the post-
season.

“[ want to concentrate on
this region, regional games,
and try to control as much
of our destiny as we can
right now and hope to get
a little help to get there,”
Newton said. “Jeff [Veechl],
what I'm hearing, OC is hav-
ing a fantastic beginning.
Stu [Bailey], The Godfather

at North Oldham, is going Martha Layne Collins isn’t going to be busy. I think we
to be a tough matchup. going to roll over, so we're can turn things around.”

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY TO REQUEST A PUBLIC HEARING

This is to provide the public an opportunity to request a public hearing on the following proposed project
on a fully controlled access route according to 603 KAR 5: 120, Oldham County MP 4.8, KY 393 Access to
the proposed Wawa development. The plans, maps, and other relevant project data are available for public
inspection and copying. Contact Jason Richardson, PE, at the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, District
5 Office, 8310 Westport Road, Louisville KY 40242 at (502) 210-5400, Office Hours 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
(Eastern Time), Monday through Friday. A public hearing will not be scheduled unless a written request is
received by this office on or before April 16, 2025

FOR SALE
BY SEALED BID
SURPLUS 1996 SEAGRAVE PUMPER

OWNED BY THE LAGRANGE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

The Lagrange Fire Protection District will be offering for sale a surplus, 1996 Seagrave Pumper by sealed bid
auction on April 10th, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.

The pumper is 30 feet long with a 187 inch wheel base. It has approximately 31,300 miles; 2,459 engine hours;
and 381 pump hours. It has a rebuilt Detroit 6v92 engine that was rebuilt at 22,300 miles. It has a 1500 gallon-per-
minute single stage pump and it holds 750 gallons of water. To obtain further information and specifications about
the vehicle, contact Major Bryan Hearne, Lagrange Fire Protection District, 309 N. First St., Lagrange, Kentucky
40031, email: bhearne @lfrd.org (Phone: 502/222-1143).

BID CONDITIONS

1. All bids must be received in writing, in a sealed envelope by 4:00 PM on April 10th, 2025 in order to be considered
in the auction of the vehicle. The Board of Trustees set a minimum bid for the truck at $35,000. Bids should be
submitted to the Lagrange Fire Protection District, care of Susan Ripperdan, 309 N. First St., Lagrange, KY 40031.
Bids will be opened and considered at the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees at 5:30 PM on April 10th, 2025

2. A bid reserve amount will apply to the vehicle. The Lagrange Fire Protection District reserves the unqualified
right to reject any or all bids. Any bids tendered in an amount less than $35,000 will not be accepted.

3.The vehicle will be sold “as is” without any warranties regarding its condition or performance. The vehicle will also
be sold with its hose, nozzles, and hand tools. To obtain further information about the condition in which the vehicle
will be sold, contact Major Bryan Hearne, Lagrange Fire Protection District, 309 N. First St., Lagrange, Kentucky
40031, email: bhearne @lfrd.org (Phone: 502/222-1143).
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H. BARRY SMITH

REALTORS & AUCTIONEERS, LLC

Online Only
Auction Ends April 1, 2025 @ 3:00PM ET (Lots will have staggered closing times)
BID NOW AT WWW.HBARRYSMITH.COM
Inspection Dates: Monday, March 31, 2025 10:00AM - 4:00PM
Pickup Dates: Thursday & Friday, April 3 & 4, 2025 (9:00AM - 4:00PM)

This is an online-only auction. Some of the items available to bid on are but not limited to: 1972 Chevrolet C30 Flatbed Dually, Case 8440
Round Baler, 1979 Glastron CVX-20 Ski Boat, collection of vintage Cub Cadet garden tractors, Hustler Sport 48” zero turn mower, Agco 3008
disc mower, two John Deere 2030’s, Ford 3930, CAT 259D3 Skid Steer, MF 828 Baler, Craftsman 27 ton log splitter (brand new), 2013 Cargo

Trailer 5°x12’, 1995 Jeep Wrangler, Bear Cat wood chipper, and more!
TERMS: A 10% Buyers Premium will be added to the winning bid to determine the final sales price, 10 % deposit the day of the auction with
balance due on or before December 16, 2024.
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: 10% buyer's premium will be added to the final bid price to determine the final sales price. All items are to be
paid in full at the conclusion of the auction by cash, personal check, or major credit card. All items sold as is
Shawn Willard
88 Brunerstown Road, Shelbyville, KY 40065
Broker/Auctioneer/CAI/AMM/ Co-Owner
Weichert Realtors-H. Barry Smith Co.
H. Barry Smith Realtors and Auctioneers
Bio video for auctions https://youtu.be/coNgamA6Y5M
502-633-2746 office
502-553-1880 cell
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AUCTIONEERS: H. BARRY SMITH, CAI, JIMMY WILLARD, CAI, SHAWN WILLARD, CAI,
COURTNEY ROBERTS, TODD BARLOW, DEAN BURK, ROB WINLOCK, JEFF RIGGLE, CAl, @g m € Markhet

X

WILLARD
AUCTIONS

PATRICK HARGADON. ALLIANCE




