
The Corbin Tourism 
and Convention 
Commission held a spe-
cial-called meeting on 
Nov. 12, rescheduling it 
from their regular date, 
which coincided with 
Veterans Day. During 
the meeting, members 
reviewed the Oct. finan-
cial report, discussed the 
potential purchase of 
Placer.ai, and considered 
proposals to rebrand the 
website. 

The meeting began 
with Financial Advisor 
Bryan Gay presenting 
the monthly financial 
report. 

As of Oct. 31, the total 
balance in the general 
account and the pavilion 
account at Cumberland 
Valley National Bank 
was $1.5 million.

Gay noted that no 
fixed asset purchases 
were reported for Oct. 

The restaurant tax for 
the month was $156,783, 
and the transient tax rev-
enue totaled $13,272. 

“October tends to be 
one of the lower months. 
I guess summer seasons 
still winding down,” 
said Gay. “Still yet, our 
restaurant tax was still 
$12,000 higher than the 
highest one in the past 
four fiscal years. So, still 
strong numbers, but his-
torically, October is a 
little bit lower.”

The net income for 
Oct. was $30,662, and 
the year-to-date restau-
rant tax is $654,926.

“Last year this time, 
we were $590,542, so 
it’s a pretty big increase 
from last year,” said Gay.

The net income year-
to-date from July through 
Oct. was $120,209. The 
year-to-date transient tax 
revenue is $67,929.

Corbin Tourism 
Director Emily Roberts 
updated the board on 
several ongoing projects. 

The Depot St. parking 

lot seal and restripe proj-
ect has been postponed 
until April of 2026 
since the contractor was 
unable to fit the work in 
before winter. The con-
tractors promise to honor 
the previously quoted 
price. Board members 
requested to have that 
quote in writing. 

A $350 sponsorship 
with the Nightwoven 
Market, hosted by 
Rebecca Chastain, will 
not be used, as Roberts 
mentioned Chastain 
was unable to get the 
event together in time. 
The board voided the 
check, and Roberts said 
Chastain hopes to try 
again next year, thank-
ing the board for their 
support. 

Roberts also requested 
that the office be closed 
two or three days each 
week to begin work-
ing inside the Railroad 
Museum. Board mem-
bers approved and 
requested that they post 
notices on the office 
doors so the public 
knows why. The office 
phone will still be moni-
tored. Board members 
encouraged Roberts to 
visit the new museum in 
Harlan for ideas. 

The board spent time 
drafting the wording for 
a plaque for the down-
town farmers market 
pavilion, and reviewed 
who was serving on the 
board when the project 
began in 2021. 

Roberts present-
ed three proposals for 
their rebranding proj-
ect, expressing a prefer-
ence for the McDaniel 
Marketing proposal, 
given its more than 20 
years of experience in 
tourism marketing and 
its detailed submission 
with examples of past 
work. 

While board members 
liked the proposal, they 
raised concerns about 
the price. Members also 

expressed a desire to uti-
lize local photographers. 
Ultimately, they decided 
to postpone a decision 
until they gathered more 
information and clarifi-
cation regarding photog-
raphy options. 

In other business, the 
board voted to enter a 
12-month contract with 
Placer.ai, a location-
based data company, at 
a cost of $17,500 for a 
base package with a per-
sona live addition. There 
is a possibility for dis-
counts, too.

Placer.ai will provide 
the board with insights 
on where visitors are 
coming from, how far 
they travel, and other 
stops they make in the 
area. 

Additionally, the 
Kidslinked and food-
and-travel advertising 
spots were placed on 
pause until the board 
could analyze data from 
Placer.ai.

The board also 
declined an event spon-
sorship request from the 
Fine Arts Association of 
Southeastern Kentucky 
for a production of Alice 
in Wonderland, saying 
the project felt more like 
a local arts event, rath-
er than one that would 
attract tourism. 

Roberts requested cre-
ating a TikTok account 
for Corbin Tourism, 
noting that reports indi-
cate Gen Z uses TikTok 
for travel recommen-
dations.   The board 
approved this request. 

The board also made 
a collective decision to 
proceed with Christmas 
lights, noting that 
Halloween had ended 
and the community 
could benefit from the 
added joy of lights. 

The board entered 
executive session, but no 
action was taken.

The next board meet-
ing is scheduled for Dec. 
9 at 4:30 p.m.
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MASTER COMMISSIONER SALES
In order to comply with the orders of the Whitley Circuit Court, the Master Commissioner 

will sell the property described in the following action(s) on MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2025 
at the hour of 12:00 noon, at the door of the Whitley County Judicial Center, (new court-
house), 100  Main Street, Williamsburg, Kentucky.

For each sale- individually: The said property shall be sold to raise the amounts here-
inafter set forth, together with interest and the costs of the action, and upon the (unless 
otherwise indicated) following terms and conditions.

(A)  AT THE TIME OF SALE THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER SHALL EITHER PAY CASH OR 
MAKE A DEPOSIT OF 10% OF THE PURCHASE PRICE WITH THE BALANCE ON CREDIT 
FOR THIRTY (30) DAYS. In the event the successful bidder desires or elects to credit the 
balance, he or she will be required to post bond and furnish an acceptable surety thereon. 
Said bond shall be for the unpaid purchase price and bear interest at the rate the judgment 
bears, from the date of sale until paid in full, and shall have the force and effect of a judg-
ment. The bond interest rate charged on any unpaid balance is listed for each case shown 
in Upcoming Sales.

(B)  The purchaser shall be required to assume and pay all taxes or assessments upon 
the property for the (2025) year and all subsequent years after this sale. All other delin-
quent taxes or assessments upon the property for prior years shall be paid from the sale 
proceeds if properly claimed in writing and filed of record by the purchaser within ten (10) 
days from the date of sale.

(C)  The property shall otherwise be sold free and clear of any right, title, and interest of 
all parties to the action and of their liens and encumbrances thereon, excepting easements 
and restrictions of record in the Whitley County Court Clerk’s Office and such right of re-
demption as may exist in favor of the United States of America or the defendant(s). 

(D) If the property does not bring two-thirds of its appraised value, a six (6) month right of 
redemption will exist pursuant to KRS 426.530 (revised July 15, 2014).

THE FOLLOWING PROPERTIES WILL BE SOLD:

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, 34TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, WHITLEY CIRCUIT COURT, DI-
VISION NO. I, CIVIL ACTION NO. 24-CI-190: Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC,  
Plaintiff, VS. Jeremiah Howington, et al,  Defendants. Pursuant to a Judgment and Order of 
Sale entered by the Whitley Circuit Court on September 3, 2025 the judgment against the 
Defendants, plus costs, is as follows: The principal sum of $154,050.11 plus interest from 
10/01/2023-3/27/2025 in the amount of $13,729.80, plus pro rata MIP/PMI in the amount of 
$197.28, plus escrow advance in the amount of $5,881.50, plus late charges in the amount 
of $111.75, plus property inspection in the amount of $495.00, plus property preservation 
in the amount of $8,368.68 for a total in the amount of $182,834.12, with interest at that rate 
of $25.28 per diem (5.99% per annum)(from the above date until paid, plus late charges, ad-
vances, etc., and attorney fee in the amount of $3,715.00, plus any and all additional costs/
fees incurred. Property Address: 210 N. 5th Street, Williamsburg, KY 40769.      Parcel/Map 
ID#:  110-20-00-106.00

-------------------------------------------------
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, 34TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, WHITLEY CIRCUIT COURT, 
DIVISION NO. I, CIVIL ACTION NO. 24-CI-585: US Bank Trust National Association, Not In Its 
individual Capacity, But Solely As Owner Trustee For GS Mortgage-Backed Securities Trust 
2023-RPL1,  Plaintiff, VS. David Lee Anderson, et al, Defendants. Pursuant to a Judgment 
and Order of Sale entered by the Whitley Circuit Court on August 5, 2025, and a subsequent 
order entered November 3, 2025. The in rem judgment against the Defendants, plus costs, 
is as follows: The sum of $55,778.94 plus interest at the rate of 3.07900% per annum from 
June 1, 2024, together with amounts for late fees and assessments, advancements for pro-
tection of the property including but not limited to taxes, insurance, escrow advances, and 
attorney fees for which total amount of $64,875.07 as of June 19, 2025, plus any and all 
additional costs/fees incurred. Property Address: 102 Chad Lane, Williamsburg, KY 40769.    
Parcel/Map ID#:  110-10-04-012.05

-------------------------------------------------
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, 34TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, WHITLEY CIRCUIT COURT, 
DIVISION NO. I, CIVIL ACTION NO. 24-CI-148: Lawrence Leondias Stephens, aka Lawrence 
Stephens, Jr., single, Plaintiffs, VS. Darlene Baird, et al, Defendants. Pursuant to a Judg-
ment and Order of Sale entered by the Whitley Circuit Court on October 8, 2025 the judg-
ment against the Defendants, plus costs, is as follows: The judgment is for a land partition 
pursuant to Orders of the Court, and the balance of the sale proceeds shall be distributed 
as indicated in the judgment herein. There are two (2) parcels of land that will be sold sep-
arately: PROPERTY NO. 1: BEGINNING on a black walnut on the bank of Jellico Creek, a 
conditional corner between Pleas Hamblin and the heirs of W.C. Campbell, running with 
conditional line between said Hamblin’s and heirs of W.C. Campbell N 12 W 47 poles to a 
red oak by the road N 88 W 12 poles to a stone by the side of the road N 27 W 17 poles to a 
rock at a cross fence, thence with the fence N 47 W 30 poles to a white oak opposite a cross 
fence thence S 85 W to a stake opposite a post oak, an agreed corner, between Green B. 
Creekmore, John Manning and John M. Jones, thence N 63 E 47 poles to a stake in said line 
thence east 100 poles to a white oak thence N 87 E 32 poles to a black oak and sourwood 
thence N 36 E 34 poles to two white oaks, thence S 32 E 15 poles to a poplar by a spring 
thence a straight line crossing the ridge with the conditional line between J.N. Campbell 
and W.C. Campbell’s heirs to a hickory and white oak on the Bank of Jellico Creek, thence 
up said creek with the meanders thereof to the beginning containing 1 hundred acres, more 
or less.  It is understood and agreed by the parties of the second part that the said Izabell 
Stephens as the widow of Thomas Stephens only holds a life dower in the above-described 
boundary. There is excepted and not conveyed the residence where I (Lawrence John Ste-
phens) now reside and the surrounding yard which is set off by a fence. There is hereby 
excepted and not conveyed two small tracts of land heretofore sold to Roscoe Manning, 
and Dewey Davenport, deeds to which are found of record in the office of the Whitley Coun-
ty Court Clerk in Deed Book No. _____, Page _____, and Book 147, Page 154, respectively. 
Being the same real property conveyed to Lawrence Leondias Stephens, single, by Trustee, 
Geraldine Siler, dated February 24, 2012, recorded in Deed Book 509 page 485;  See also 
deed from William Stephens and his wife, Pauline Stephens, dated June 13, 2023, recorded 
in Deed Book 575 page 543;  See also deed from Leroy Stephens, single, dated May 11, 
1998, recorded in Deed Book 400 page 410; See also Affidavit of Descent of Jocie Stephens 
who died intestate ON July 31, 1985, recorded in Deed Book 400 page 408 all of the Whitley 
County Court Clerk’s office. The above-described property is subject to a Judgment es-
tablishing a boundary line recorded in Miscellaneous Book 170 page 364 on February 23, 
2012, in the Whitley County Court Clerk’s office. The above is subject to an off-conveyance 
of one (1) acre more or less.  Seed Deed Book 324 page 386 in the Whitley County Court 
Clerk’s office. EXCLUDED from the above tract is the property described in PARAGRAPH 2 
BELOW.  PARCEL NO.: 045-00-00-023.00   PROPERTY ADDRESS: 1306 Newman Campbell 
Road.  PROPERTY NO. 2: Description of a part of the Property of the Jocie Mae Stephens 
Heirs & Lawrence John Heirs 0.164 Acre Tract & 00.056 Acre Tract. Bearings are referenced 
to Kentucky Single Zone Grid North as observed with GPS Receivers. “Rebar (set)” herein 
described being a 5/8” diameter X 18” long rebar with a blue plastic cap stamped “JESSE 
L. PARTIN PLS 4191, BOUNDARY CORNER” (set this survey). All adjoiners cited herein are 
“now or formerly”. Lying in Whitley County, on the waters of Jellico Creek of the Cumber-
land River, located 1.3 miles north from the junction of Newman Campbell Road and Ken-
tucky Highway 92, and being approximately 10.5 miles west from Williamsburg, Kentucky. 
BEING a 0.164 Acre Tract (by Survey) and a 0.056 Acre Tract (by Survey), being within the 
bounds of a larger tract of land as conveyed by Deed to Jacie Mae Stephens and Lawrence 
John Stephens as recorded in Deed Book 168 at Page 18.  For further source of title review 
the Affidavit of Descent of Jacie Mae Stephens and the Last Will & Testament of Lawrence 
John Stephens as recorded in Deed Book 322 at Page 1, Deed Book 400 at Page 408, and 
Will Book 24 at Page 400.  Also, review the following deeds:  Deed Book 400 at Page 410, 
Deed Book 400 at Page 437, Deed Book 416 at Page 220, Deed Book 416 at Page 224, 
Deed Book 509 at Page 485, Deed Book 563 at Page 132 & Deed Book 575 at Page 543.  All 
records in the Whitley County Clerk’s Office, Williamsburg, Kentucky. 0.164 Acres Tract. 
BEGINNING at a Rebar (set), located 15.00’ east from the center of Newman Campbell Road 
(no record right-of-way found) and being referenced by a 1.2” diameter rebar with a yellow 
plastic cap stamped “LS 558 (found) bearing S 54°16’56” W, 1440.64’; THENCE with the 
east right-of-way of Newman Campbell Road for three calls: 1) N 12°04’57”W, 37.40’:   2) N 
10°14’19”E, 27.86’;   3) N 29°20’37” E, 26.86’ to a Rebar (set), located 15.00’ east from the 
center of Newman Campbell Road; THENCE severing the parent tract for three calls: 1) S 
81°30’24” E, 72.80’ to a Rebar (set);   2) S 07°15’20” W, 91.13’ to a Rebar (set), having Ken-
tucky State Plane Zone Coordinates of Northing: 3415185.14 and Easting: 5353733.22;   3) N 
79°00’35” W. 72.10’ to the Point of Beginning, containing 0.164 Acres as surveyed by and /or 
under direct supervision of Jesse L. Partin, PLS 4191, all field work completed as of August 
2nd, 2023 all as shown on the Plat. BEING a 0.164 Acre Tract (by Survey) and a 0.056 Acre 
Tract (by Survey), being within the bounds of a larger tract of land as conveyed by Deed to 
Jacie Mae Stephens and Lawrence John Stephens as recorded in Deed Book 168 at Page 
18.  For further source of title review the Affidavit of Descent of Jacie Mae Stephens and the 
Last Will & Testament of Lawrence John Stephens as recorded in Deed Book 322 at Page 
1, Deed Book 400 at Page 408, and Will Book 24 at Page 400.  Also, review the following 
deeds:  Deed Book 400 at Page 410, Deed Book 400 at Page 437, Deed Book 416 at Page 
220, Deed Book 416 at Page 224, Deed Book 509 at Page 485, Deed Book 563 at Page 132 & 
Deed Book 575 at Page 543.  All records in the Whitley County Clerk’s Office, Williamsburg, 
Kentucky. BEING A PORTION of Parcel No.: 045-00-00-023.00.   PROPERTY ADDRESS: 1306 
Newsom Campbell Road. On the date of sale, the purchaser shall either pay full cash or may 
pay ten percent (10%) down with the balance in thirty (30) days. If the purchase price is not 
paid in full, the successful bidder shall execute a bond at the time of sale with sufficient 
surety approved by the master commissioner prior to the sale to secure the unpaid balance 
of the purchase price. Pursuant to KRS 426.705 the bond shall bear interest at the rate the 
judgment bears, from the date of sale until paid. Signatures of principal and surety on the 
bond shall have the effect of a Judgment. If the purchaser of either tract is the Plaintiff, 
then the Plaintiff shall be given credit against the purchase price in accordance with the 
purchaser’s ownership interest in the property, thus the Plaintiff will only be required to pay 
a sum equal to the interest in the property owned by the Defendants and no bond shall be 
executed by them. 

-------------------------------------------------
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, 34TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, WHITLEY CIRCUIT COURT, 
DIVISION NO. II, CIVIL ACTION NO. 18-CI-597: INDEPENDENT CAPITAL HOLDINGS LLC, 
PLAINTIFF, VS. ROSE MOBILE HOME, INCORPORATED, ET AL, DEFENDANTS. Pursuant to  

See MASTER COMMISSIONER SALES, page A-9

Over the past year, the Colonel 
Harland Sanders Café and Museum 
drew about 800,000 people and over 
600,000 unique visitors.

This is some of the information 
that Corbin Tourism Director Emily 
Roberts gathered from Placer.ai, which 
the Corbin Tourism and Convention 
Commission Board just approved using, 
she told the Corbin City Commission 
during its monthly meeting Monday.

Roberts said this new software will 
be able to give tourism officials a bet-
ter idea about who is coming to visit 
Corbin, where they are spending the 
most time when they get here, and 
where they are going when they leave 
Corbin among other things.

During her presentation to the 
city commission, Roberts noted that 
Restaurant Week and Finger Lickin’ 
Chicken Week have been switched 
around so that Finger Lickin’ Chicken 
Week is closer to Colonel Fest this 
spring.

In other business, the city commis-
sion:

• Heard a presentation from new 
Corbin Arena Manager Cindy Creech, 
who noted that 2,000 tickets have been 
sold for the Dustin Lynch and Scotty 
McCreery Two for the Road Tour 
Saturday. It is a full house show, which 
means that plenty of tickets are still 
available. Creech encouraged people 
to place their e-tickets in their Apple 
Wallet, so they don’t have to access the 
Internet to call up those tickets up on 
their smart phone when they get to the 
Arena.

She added that she is working on a 
couple of things for the Corbin Arena 
that have not been held there before.

• Discussed several items related to 
The Corbin Center.

Corbin Economic Development 
Director Bruce Carpenter, whose office 
oversees operations at The Corbin 

Center, said that concrete floors have 
been poured and it is moving along well.

He said that the new TownePlace 
Suites by Marriott Corbin hotel, which 
was built next door to The Corbin 
Center, was slated to open this week. 
Once The Corbin Center renovation is 
complete, there will be a covered walk-
way between the hotel and the center.

At Carpenter’s suggestion, the city 
commission previously put part of the 
state funding being used to build the 
renovation and expansion into an inter-
est-bearing certificate of deposit (CD). 
With that CD ready to mature, Corbin 
City Collector Skye Hedrick secured 
an agreement with Cumberland Valley 
National Bank for a new six-month CD 
at 3.85 percent interest, but the agree-
ment allows the city to withdraw all or 
part of those funds prior to the maturity 
of the CD without penalty.

Carpenter said that a portion of that 
money may be needed before the end of 
the six-month period but probably not 
all of it.

• Discussed paving work. Corbin City 
Manager Scott Williamson said that he 
has spoken with the contractor, who 
is going to give their best effort to get 
some more paving done prior to the 
blacktop plants closing for the year in 
the coming weeks. He also thanked the 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet for 
work that they have done paving state 
roads inside the city limits this year, 
such as portions of Fourth Street, Fifth 
Street and Gordon Street. Main Street 
and Kentucky Street are now slated to 
be paved next year.

• Discussed CPR instruction. Corbin 
Fire Chief Barry McDonald said that 
four of his firefighters have recently 
been certified as CPR instructors and 
two more are in the process of becoming 
CPR certified instructors. Firefighters 
recently did a CPR class for Baptist 
Family Fitness and have four more 
scheduled. The fire department plans to 
do a CPR class for the public next year.

Corbin Tourism Commission 
votes to increase efforts toward 

opening of railroad museum
Board members hear financial reports, 

also discuss rebranding possibilities
■ By Leeann Fragosa

■ By Mark White

Tourism Director offers details of 
Placer.ai to Corbin City Commission
Data shows about 800K visits to Sanders Museum


