Friday, March 28, 2025 THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE B3

Opening day to feature Soto debut, Skenes vs Alcantara

Juan Soto, Blake Snell and Clay
Holmes debut for new teams

BY RONALD BLUM
AP BASEBALL WRITER

NEW YORK — Juan
Soto, Blake Snell and
Clay Holmes debut for
new teams, Paul Skenes
makes his first open-
ing-day start at age 22
and Sandy Alcantara
returns from Tommy
John surgery.

A week after the
defending champion Los
Angeles Dodgersswept
an opening two-game
series over the Chicago
Cubs in Tokyo, 26 other
teams get underway
Thursday on opening day
in the U.S. and Canada.

One day later the Rays
and Rockies become the
final clubs to take the
field, given extra time
while Tampa Bay moved
into the New York Yan-
kees’ Steinbrenner Field,
its temporary home this
season after Hurricane
Milton destroyed Tropi-
cana Field’s roof.

With Oakland stripped
from its name, the city-
less Athletics start the
first of at least three
years at a makeshift
minor league home in
Sacramento when they
host the Cubs on Mon-
day. But first, the A’s start
at Seattle with Luis Seve-
rino on the mound after
he agreed to a team-re-
cord $67 million, three-
year contract.

Across the majors,
Miami’s Clayton
McCullough makes his
major league managing
debut and Cincinnati’s
Terry Francona and Will
Venable of the Chicago
White Sox start tenures
with new teams.

Starting pitchers fea-
ture a Zack, Zach and
Zac.

BANGED UP YANKEES
OPEN AT HOME AFTER
AL PENNANT

Action begins in the
Bronx when Carlos
Rodén makes his first
opening day start for the
defending AL champion
New York Yankees, who
are without three-fifths of
their starting rotation fol-
lowing injuries to Gerrit
Cole, Luis Gil and Clarke
Schmidt. In addition,
Giancarlo Stanton and DJ
LeMabhieu are hurt.

Freddy Peralta pitch-
es for Milwaukee, which
could see former closer
Devin Williams for the
first time since he buck-
led in the ninth inning
of NL Wild Card Series
Game 3, when he allowed
a go-ahead, three-run
homer to the Mets’ Pete
Alonso.

$765 MILLION
REASONS TO PAY
ATTENTION

Soto signed a record
$765 million, 15-year
contract to leave the Yan-
kees and join the Mets,
who totaled $1.36 billion
in payroll and luxury tax
over four years under
owner Steve Cohen but
remain without a title
since 1986.

New York is 41-22 in
openers, at .651 the best
winning percentage of
any franchise. After los-
ing their first eight, the
Mets have won 41 of
their last 55.

Holmes left the Yan-
kees for a $38 million,
three-year deal with the
Mets and will make his
first start since 2018 with
Pittsburgh. Framber Val-
dez will be on the mound
for the Astros.

RAISING THE FLAG

After winning their
second title in a five-year
span and eighth over-
all, the Dodgers lift the
World Series flag above
Chavez Ravine before
their home opener
against Detroit.

Snell, a 2018 and ’23
Cy Young Award win-
ner, joined Los Angeles
for a $182 million, five-
year contract that was

part of a spending spree
in which the Dodgers
committed $458.5 mil-
lion to nine players. AL
Cy Young winner Tarik
Skubal starts for the
Tigers, who won 15 of
their final 20 games last
season, then swept Hous-
ton in a Wild Card Series
and lost to Cleveland in a
five-game Division Series.

FIRST OF MANY?

Skenes, the NL Rook-
ie of the Year, will be at
22 years, 302 days when
he takes the mound
at Miami, the youngest
opening day starting
pitcher since the Marlins’
José Fernandez at 21-243
in 2014.

Alcantara makes
his first appearance
for Miami since Sept.
3, 2023. The 2022 NL
Cy Young winner had
Tommy John surgery
that Oct. 6. Clayton
McCullough makes his
debut as Marlins man-
ager after replacing Skip
Schumaker.

SALE STARTS OPENER
FOR BRAVES
NL Cy Young win-
ner Chris Sale starts his
sixth opener, but first for
Atlanta after three for
the White Sox and two
for Boston. With Yu Dar-
vish sidelined by elbow
inflammation, Michael
King start for the Padres
— he pitched seven
scoreless innings against
the Braves with 12 strike-
outs in last year’s Wild
Card Series opener.

NEW FACES FORTHE
RED SOX

Garrett Crochet starts
for Boston at Texas fol-
lowing his offseason
acquisition from the
White Sox, who start-
ed the left-hander in the
opener of what turned
into a record 121-loss sea-
son last year. Alex Breg-
man takes over at third
base after agreeing to a
$120 million, three-year
contract, while Rafael
Devers moves to desig-
nated hitter and 22-year-
old Kristian Campbell
appeared set to start at
second base in his major
league debut.

Nathan FEovaldi
becomes the first pitch-
er to make consecutive
opening day starts for
Texas since Kevin Mill-
wood from 2006-09.

GALLEN STARTS FOR
DIAMONDBACKS
AGAIST CUBS

Zac Gallen was picked
over Corbin Burnes to
start for Arizona against
the Cubs, making his
third straight opening
day start. Justin Steele
makes his second start
of the season for Chicago
after allowing five runs
over four innings in the
second game loss to the
Dodgers last week.

ONTHE ROAD,
BEFORE HEADING TO
TEMPORARY HOME

Before starting their
Sacramento tenancy
on Monday against the
Cubs, the vagabond Ath-
letics open at Seattle
with Severino, the third
straight pitcher to make
his A’s debut by starting
opening day after Kyle
Muller and Alex Wood.

Coming off his first
All-Star selection, Logan
Gilbert starts his first
Seattle opener. Dan Wil-
son begins his first full
season as Mariners man-
ager after replacing Scott
Servais last August.

BLUE JAYS SEEK SIXTH
STRAIGHT OPENING
DAY WIN

José Berrios starts his
fifth opener and joins
Jimmy Key, Dave Stieb
and Roy Halladay as the
only pitchers to start
three for Toronto, who
have the longest open-
ing day winning streak in

the big leagues. Outfield-
er Anthony Santander
debuts for the Blue Jays.
Zach Eflin, acquired
from the Rays last sum-
mer, will be on the
mound for the Orioles
and will become the
fourth pitcher since
1900 to start consecu-
tive openers against the
same opponent for differ-
ent teams, according to
the Elias Sports Bureau.
The others were Sad Sam
Jones, Wes Ferrell and
Madison Bumgarner.

KIKUCHI BECOMES
RECORD THIRD
JAPANESE PITCHERTO
START 2025 OPENER

Making his Los Ange-
les Angels debut, Kiku-
chi follows opening starts
in Japan last week by
the Dodgers’ Yoshinobu
Yamamoto and the Cubs’
Shota Imanaga.

Sean Burke, a 25-year-
old right-hander who
made his first three big
league starts last Sep-
tember, becomes the
sixth pitcher in 70 years
to start an opener with
three or fewer big league
starts, according to Elias,
after Crochet, Tanner
Scheppers, David Nied,
Al Holland and Fernando
Valenzuela.

WHEELER STARTS
SECOND STRAIGHT
PHILLIES OPENER

Zack Wheeler at 34
becomes the oldest
Philadelphia pitcher to
make consecutive open-
ing day starts since Hal-
laday pitched his third
straight in 2012. MacK-
enzie Gore at 26 will be
the Nationals’ young-
est opening day starter
since Stephen Strasburg
in 2014.

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that the
City of Elizabethtown will re-
ceive sealed bids for the Out-
door Music Venue project —
Bid Package 3 — General Con-
struction Bids at the Office of
the City Clerk, City Hall, 200
West Dixie Avenue, Elizabeth-
town, KY 42701, until 1:00 pm
on Thursday April 24, 2025. A
formal bid opening will be held
on April 24, 2025 at Pritchard
Community Center, 404 South
Mulberry Street, Elizabeth-
town, KY at 2:00 pm. at which
time each bid will be opened
and read aloud.

The Outdoor Music Venue is
being developed on a green-
field site along Commerce
Drive, to include a stage and
stage house, administration
building, storage building, re-
strooms and concessions, and
parking lots to serve perform-
ances attracting crowds up to
10,000 patrons.

A pre-bid meeting will be
held on Monday April 7th at
the Elizabethtown Tourism
and Convention Bureau office
located at 1030 North Mul-
berry Street, Elizabethtown,
KY at 2:00pm. A site visit will
follow.

Any party interested in bid-
ding on this project is encour-
aged to contact the City’s
Construction Manager,
Congleton-Hacker Company.
The project contact is Tim
Mattingly: tmattingly@
congleton-hacker.com. Plans,
specifications, bid packages
and detailed bidding require-
ments may be obtained from
the City’s construction man-
ager.

Bidders are encouraged to
carefully read the bid docu-
ments and visit the site.

Bid bonds in the amount of
5% of the total bid are re-
quired. Performance and pay-
ment bonds in the amount of|
100% of the contract amount
are required upon the execu-
tion of the contract. Contract-
ors and subcontractors will be
required to comply with all
Kentucky workers’ compensa-
tion and unemployment insur-
ance requirements. The suc-
cessful bidders will also be re-
quired to maintain a City busi-
ness license during the en-
tirety of the contract.

The City of Elizabethtown in-
tends to award the contract on
the best evaluated bid. The
City reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids or to let
individual bid packages for the
project as a whole or in part,
and to waive any formalities or
irregularities in the bids re-
ceived where the best interest
of the City may be served.

No bid may be withdrawn
after the scheduled bid clos-
ing time for a period of 60
days.

Any questions regarding the
project should be addressed
by email to tmattingly@

congleton-hacker.com.

/s/ Honorable Jeffrey
H. Gregory,
Mayor|
Attest: Jessica J. Graham,
City Clerk

RAGANS STARTS
SECOND STRAIGHT
OPENER FOR ROYALS

Cole Ragans at 27 will be
the youngest Kansas City
pitcher to start two open-
ers in a row since 27-year-
old Jeff Suppan pitched his
third straight in 2002. In an

AL Central matchup, Tan-
ner Bibee was scratched
as the starter for Cleveland
due to a stomach flu and
replaced by Ben Lively.

FRANCONA BACKIN
DUGOUT WITH REDS
Francona starts his

24th season as a big
league manager at age 65
after taking a season off
and regaining his health
following 11 seasons
with Cleveland. Hunt-
er Greene starts for the
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1331 Battle Training Road, Elizabethtown

210-165-0969

Fully Licensed & Insured - Bonded
Billy J. Bailey, Owner -info@baileysmasonry.com

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
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» RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL -

* Landscape Design Install & Tearouts * Hardscape
* Water Feature * Retaining Walls * Drainage Solutions
* Natural Stonework * Patio * Outdoor Kitchens * Firepit Instalimen

Call 270-317-0445 |

FULLY INSURED
& FREE ESTIMATES

YL MAN
Y obrvices

William or Bill Peak
270-735-6219

Specializing in:
Fire, Water & Smoke Damage ¢ Odor Control
Carpet Cleaning ® Remodeling ® Handyman Services

Carpet Cleaning - 3 Areas $99

(270) 868-6229

| Commercial & Residential

fencing Adds Value and Beauty

u

« Small Job Specialists

www.housedoctors.com/handyman-hardincounty | hd541@housedoctors.com

NEED

HouseDoctors

Handyman Professionals | Home Improvements

« Doors Installation/Repair - Grab Bar Installation
« Kitchen & Bath Remodeling - Weather Stripping
« Drywall Installation/Repair « Caulking

A HANDYMAN?

* And Many More

4774 Hardyville Rd.,

Clarence Wengerd, Owner

Munfordville, KY 42765

- Garages

Wengerd Construction |

Pole Buildings
New Homes
Metal Roofs

Additions
Decks and more

Amish Owned & Operated
Cell #: 270-268-1900

DIY Pole Barn Packages-House Packages-Barn dominiums
Garages-Custom Built Engineered Trusses-Lifetime Warranty Metal e Crinkle Metal
Custom Trim Bending ® Windows-Doors-I-Joist- Treated and Spruce and SYP Lumber ® FREE ESTIMATES!

230 Wheeler Rd., Clarkson, KY 42726 e

(270)242-9170

email: PTM@IBYFAX.COM ¢ ptmbuildingmaterials.com

Tear Out and Install New Landscape Beds
Tree Trimming and Removal, Bush Pruning
Stump Grinding, Trenching

Retaining Walls, Property Maintenance

FULLSCALE LANDSGAPE COMPANY

e Fertilize » Aerate * Power Seed

Free
: Estimates

210-134-1169

« Flashing Chimneys
» Skylites

» Dormers

+ Gutters & Guards
«Vinyl Siding

« Soffit Work

» And More

Specializing In Residential

Roofing Projects

270-737-7464

www.vesselsroofing.com

Rosging

“The oldest roofing company in Hardin County!”
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