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Beshear asks people to flood phones with stories of how they benefit from Medicaid

BY MELISSA PATRICK
Kentucky Health News

en it comes to per-
suading Congress to
stop funding cuts to

Medicaid, Gov. Andy Beshear
said one of the most important
things Americans can do is to
flood their phones with stories
of how they are impacted by the
Medicaid program, speaking as
a collective voice.

“Remember, cuts to Med-
icaid will have to go through
Congress,” he said. “The more
Americans that are speaking up
telling their story, where their
friends who don’t see them as
political are hearing the impact
that it has on them, thousands
of voices coming together —
that will create the pressure that
will finally have Congress do
their job and serve the Ameri-
can people.”

Beshear made these com-
ments during an April 18 Zoom
interview with longtime jour-
nalist and author Larry Tye,
who is the director of Harvard’s
Center for Health Communica-
tion’s Health Coverage Fellow-
ship.

Beshear, who is also the vice-
chair of the Democratic Gover-
nor’s Association, said when it
comes to the current federal ad-
ministration’s economic impact
on health care, he is most con-
cerned about potential Medic-
aid cuts, National Institutes of
Health funding cuts and pan-
demic funding cuts.

The Medicaid cuts would
come from the U.S. House En-
ergy and Commerce Commit-
tee, which has been instructed
to find $880 billion in savings
from its areas of jurisdiction,
which includes Medicaid. This
committee is led by U.S. Rep.
Brett Guthrie of Bowling Green.
The committee is targeting May
7 for a markup of its portion of
the Republican reconciliation
package. (NPR offers a detailed
explainer of how reconciliation
works in a Feb. 25 story.)

“Potential cuts to Medicaid
would be devastating to the
United States of America and
would wipe out rural health

Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear has called for Kentuckians to call Congressional offices regarding proposed cuts
to Medicaid. (Gov. Andy Beshear Facebook photo)

care,” Beshear said. “It’s im-
portant to remember that Med-
icaid covers the people we love
the most, our kids and our par-
ents. Fifty percent of Kentucky’s
kids, that’s half, are on Medic-
aid; 70% of our long-term care
costs in Kentucky are covered
by Medicaid.”

Further, he said major cuts to
Medicaid and expanded Med-
icaid, which allows Kentucki-
ans who make up to 138% of the
federal poverty line to qualify
for Medicaid, which is free of
charge, would “gut rural health
care”

“Significant cuts to Medicaid
would close virtually every rural
hospital system and clinic,” he
said.

He also noted that rural
hospital systems are the No. 2
employer in many counties, be-
hind the public school system.

“And what that means for a
rural American is that regard-
less of whether you're covered
by Medicaid or private insur-
ance, you're driving two hours
to a big city to see the same
doctor who had to leave your
community and was paying
taxes and ultimately helping the

economy in your community to
go where they can now have a
job in that larger city. It’s bad for
everyone,” he said.

In response to a question
about the impacts of Medicaid
cuts on seniors, Beshear called
this a “huge challenge,” espe-
cially considering the number
of seniors that are in the United
States right now.

“Most people don’t realize
the amount of Medicaid cov-
erage that allows them to age
at home,” he said, pointing to
Kentucky’s Program of All-In-
clusive Care for the Elderly,
or PACE program, which pro-
vides comprehensive services
to Kentuckians who are 55 and
older who need nursing facility
level of care, but prefer to live
at home. He said cuts to these
types of programs would mean
seniors who participate in the
program would need to find
care elsewhere.

“There isn’t a place for this
number of seniors to go. There
isn’t another option. . . . it
would cause a problem without
a solution,” he said.

And this, he added, would
force families to take over their

care, which would then impact
economic productivity, he said.

Beshear also criticized the
proposed NIH funding cuts,
which he said could cost the
University of Kentucky $40 mil-
lion, impacting cancer, heart
disease and Alzheimer’s re-
search.

Beshear said the idea that
decisions about which NIH
grants are allowed being made
by “tech folks that we wouldn’t
allow treat a child for cancer”
is concerning. “It’s not being
done well, and it’s going to
have repercussions in the fu-
ture.”

He also emphasized the im-
portance of maintaining pan-
demic funding to support the
public health infrastructure,
addiction treatment and the
988 mental health crisis ho-
tline.

Beshear said the underlying
legal cause that the federal
government is using to make
these pandemic cuts “is not
a legally recognized cause.”
He said he is part of a group
of attorneys general that have
worked to restrain these at-
tempts. “Those dollars should

continue to flow,” he said.

“So this is the federal gov-
ernment saying we’re going
to ignore the law, we're going
to ignore the appropriation,
we're going to ignore the writ-
ten contract. And too bad that
you relied on the federal gov-
ernment to keep its word,” he
said. “Sorry. We're not going to
allow that to happen. And my
hope is, as these court cases
continue to go through, the
federal administration learns
that lesson, keeps the prom-
ises, and we continue to see
very important public health
dollars flow.

Asked what it would mean
for states if large Medicaid
cuts are implemented, Beshear
said, “No state could make up
for a large federal cut . . . at
least not for more than maybe
a year, and it would eat up any
and all savings, bond ratings
would drop.”

“Rural hospital systems
would close. Clinics will close.
There will not be much, if any,
medical availability facilities
in rural America, and that’s not
just in in Kentucky,” he said.
“This is one of those things that
if the federal government does
it, it’s going to have devastat-
ing impacts — and people see
it and feel it

He also warned that the fed-
eral government might try to
claim they are not cutting Med-
icaid by giving block grants,
but if this amount is less than
the reimbursements the state
is getting right now, “That’s a
cut,” he said.

Further, he said giving states
less Medicaid money and tell-
ing them to root out the fraud
or placing a cap on how much
each individual gets also con-
stitutes a cut.

“Again, if the dollars are dif-
ferent, that’s a cut,” he said.
“And no matter how they do it,
if they make major cuts, rural
healthcare gets hit first, but
it’s going to be quality of care,
numbers of specialists, the at-
tention to those that need it
the most. It’s gonna hit the en-
tire healthcare system with a
sledgehammer”
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HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576
today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a
power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
Up to $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life Insurance!
No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help
pay funeral and other final
expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company-
844-950-2448 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/kypress

DENTAL INSURANCE from

Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber
Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no

throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card
when you make the switch.

Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,

Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Madolins/Banjos.
1-833-641-7011

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

SOCIAL SECURITY
YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care
for a health condition that
prevents you from working
for a year or more. Call now!
1-833-641-6772

TIMESHARES
Wesley Financial Group,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation

Experts Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 855-977-4979

WATCHES
PAYING TOP CASH FOR
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek

Phillppe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,

Submariner and Speedmaster.
Call 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book

manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.

Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

Selling your home?
Advertise here and sell it faster.
Call Classifieds at 606-670-6067.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Wal-Mart Stores East, LP, 70
SW 8th St. Bentonville, AR
72716 Hereby declares inten-
tion(s) to apply for a NQ Retail
Malt Beverage Package Li-
cense license(s) no later than
May 1st, 2025, the business
to be licensed will be locat-

Middlesboro, Kentucky 40965
doing business as Walmart
#739. The (owner(s); Principal
Officers and Directors; Limited
Partners; or Members) are as
follows: President and CEO,
TImothy Skinner of 3201 NW
Avignon Way Bentonville, AR
72712; Senior Vice President,
Emma Waddell of 228 SE 2nd
St Bentonville, AR 72712; As-
sistant Treasurer, Matthey Al-
len of 3 S Beau Chene Rogers,
AR 72758; Assistant Secretary,
Sarah Little of 605 Maple Dr.
Springdale, AR 72764. Any per-
son may protest the approval of
the license by writing the De-
partment of Alcoholic Beverage
Control within thirty (30) days of
the date of legal publication.

Middlesboro Daily News:
Apr. 30, 2025
WALMART #739

NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS OF KENTUCKY UTILITIES COMPANY

RECOVERY BY ENVIRONMENTAL SURCHARGE OF KENTUCKY UTILITIES COMPANY’S 2025 ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE PLAN

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that in an April 30, 2025 Application, Kentucky Utilities Company (“KU") is seeking approval by the Kentucky Public Service Commission (“Commission”) in Case No. 2025-00105, pursuant to Kentucky
Revised Statute 278.183, of an amended compliance plan (“2025 Plan”). (Collectively, KU's Application and supporting testimony and exhibits are KU's “tariff filing.”) If approved, KU will begin recovering capital costs associated with
a new pollution control facility in the 2025 Plan under KU's existing Electric Rate Schedule ECR (also known as the Environmental Surcharge tariff) through an increase in the environmental surcharge on customers’ bills beginning

in December 2025.

KU filed an application with the Commission on February 28, 2025, in Case No. 2025-00045 seeking approval to construct a selective catalytic reduction system at the Ghent generating station to reduce nitrogen oxide (NOx)
emissions, which are a precursor to ozone. In Case No. 2025-00105, KU is seeking an order approving the 2025 Plan to recover the costs of this new pollution control facility through its Environmental Surcharge tariff. This project
will help ensure ongoing compliance with regulations issued under the federal Clean Air Act as amended, including the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for ozone.

The estimated total capital cost of this new pollution control facility is $152.3 million. Additionally, KU is requesting recovery of future incremental capital and operation and maintenance expenses associated with this new pollution
control facility. KU is also asking to recover the cost of publishing this customer notice through the Environmental Surcharge over 12 months and to have Environmental Surcharge recovery of future Commission-approved admin-
istrative expenses, including customer notice costs.

Beginning in December 2025, the initial bill impact for KU's Group 1 customers is estimated to be a 0.01% increase with a maximum increase of 0.81% in 2029. Group 1 includes Rate Schedules Residential Service (RS), Residential
Time-of-Day Energy Service (RTODE), Residential Time-of-Day Demand Service (RTODD), Volunteer Fire Department Service (VFD), All Electric School (AES), and all Lighting Rates (i.e., LS, RLS, LE, and TE).

RS and VFD customers using 1,085 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $0.01 up to $1.09. RTODE customers using 1,043 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $0.01 up to $1.14. RTODD customers using
987 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $0.02 up to $1.80. AES customers using 25,620 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $0.30 up to $24.28. LS and RLS customers could expect a monthly increase of
$0.00 up to $0.12. LE customers using 2,473 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $0.02 up to $1.59. TE customers using 147 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $0.00 up to $0.15.

Beginning in December 2025, the initial bill impact for KU's Group 2 customers is estimated to be a 0.01% increase with a maximum increase of 1.10% in 2029. Group 2 includes Rate Schedules General Service (GS), General
Time-of-Day Energy Service (GTODE), General Time-of-Day Demand Service (GTODD), Power Service (PS), Time-of-Day Secondary Service (TODS), Time-of-Day Primary Service (TODP), Retail Transmission Service (RTS),

Fluctuating Load Service (FLS), and Outdoor Sports Lighting Service (OSL).

GS customers using 1,657 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $0.03 up to $2.41. GTODD customers using 19,652 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $0.31 up to $25.26. PS-Secondary customers using
30,434 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $0.39 up to $32.35. PS-Primary customers using 35,028 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $0.45 up to $36.82. TODS customers using 189,538 kWh/month
could expect a monthly increase of $1.54 up to $126.82. TODP customers using 1,242,574 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $8.25 up to $678.42. RTS customers using 7,387,224 kWh/month could expect a monthly
increase of $38.91 up to $3,199.31. FLS-Transmission customers using 44,229,667 kWh/month could expect a monthly increase of $237.46 up to $19,525.53. OSL-Secondary customers using 4,627 kWh/month could expect a
monthly increase of $0.17 up to $13.87.

The Application described in this Notice is proposed by KU, but the Commission may issue an order resulting in an environmental surcharge for customers other than the environmental surcharge described in this Notice.

Comments regarding KU’s 2025 Plan and Application may be submitted to the Commission through its website or by mail to the Public Service Commission, Post Office Box 615, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602.

Any person may submit a timely written request for intervention to the Public Service Commission, Post Office Box 615, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602, establishing the grounds for the request including the status and interest of the

party. If the Commission does not receive a written request for intervention within thirty (30) days of the initial publication of this Notice, the Commission may take final action on the Application.

Any person may examine KU's tariff filing at the Commission’s offices located at 211 Sower Boulevard, Frankfort, Kentucky, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., or through the Commission’s website at http://psc.ky.gov
or KU’s website (http://www.Ige-ku.com) after KU makes its tariff filing on April 30, 2025. KU has requested a deviation from the requirement to make the tariff filing available at its office at One Quality Street, Lexington, Kentucky
40507. If the Commission denies that request, KU will make the tariff filing available at its office upon request by any person.




