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BY BRIAN MAHONEY
AP BASKETBALL WRITER

NEW YORK — The 
Indiana Pacers need just 
one win to reach the NBA 
Finals and they already 
have two of them at Madi-
son Square Garden in this 
series.

They can finish off the 
New York Knicks quick-
ly, just like they play. But 
while the Pacers like their 
games fast, they were try-
ing not to get ahead of 
themselves as they pre-
pared for Game 5 of the 
Eastern Conference finals 
on Thursday night.

“We’re still pretty young 
so we’re learning by some 
of the experience that 
we’re getting right now, 
but we’ve got to stay in 
the moment,” coach Rick 
Carlisle said. “We’ve got 
to keep our eye on the 
ball and go day to day and 
moment to moment here.”

Indiana opened a 3-1 
lead with a 130-121 victo-
ry Tuesday behind Tyrese 
Halibur ton, who had 32 
points, 15 assists and 12 
rebounds without a turn-
over, the first 30-15-10 
game in the postseason 
with no turnovers since 
they were tracked begin-
ning in 1977-78.

The Pacers have three 
opportunities to reach the 
NBA Finals for the second 
time in franchise history. 
They fell to the Los Ange-
les Lakers in 2000 in their 
only time playing for the 
title.

The No. 4 seed in the 
East looks ready for anoth-
er chance. The Pacers are 
11-3 in the postseason — 
unbeaten outside of losses 
in all three Game 3s — and 
they have won six straight 
road games, two shy of the 
NBA record within one 
postseason.

They simply ran by the 
Knicks in Game 4, scoring 
22 fast-break points, but 
Haliburton expects much 
more resistance when they 
try to win a series on New 
York’s home floor for the 
second straight year.

“You can feel good about 
it for the night, but then 
you’ve got to be ready to 
go for Game 5 because 
their backs are against 
the wall,” Haliburton said. 
“They’re going to play as 
desperate as they can, as 
they should. They’re going 
to come out and throw a 
punch and throw more 
punches and more punch-
es, and we’ve just got to be 
able to respond to those.”

The  Knicks  ra l l i ed 
from a 20-point deficit in 
Game 3, the third time in 
this postseason they have 
done that. Now they need 
to make a much different 
kind of comeback: the 14th 
in NBA history from a 3-1 
deficit.

“I mean, we’ve been 
a team that has kind 
of found a way to do the 
impossible when it always 
seemed impossible. We 
just keep fighting, so it’s 
going to be a testament 
to our whole playoff run,” 
c e n t e r  K a r l - A n t h o n y 
Towns said. “Now we have 
to be in one of the biggest 
fights our lives and of our 
season, and it starts with 
next game.”

The Knicks are unsure if 
Towns can play in it. They 
are listing him as question-
able because of a bruised 
left knee the All-Star sus-
tained in a collision that 
left him hobbling late in 
Game 4, though he was 
able to finish the game.

Coach Tom Thibodeau 
has tried a lineup change, 
inser ting Mitchell Rob-
inson to play alongside 

Towns in a double-big 
look. He has gone deeper 
into his bench than usual 
in search of the right com-
binations to slow down 
a Pacers team that has 
reached 130 points twice in 
this series after doing so in 
Game 7 of the East semi-
finals last year, when they 
shot an NBA playof f-re-
cord 67.1% from the field 
in a rout at MSG.

The Knicks put them-
selves in bad positions by 
committing 17 turnovers 
in Game 4 that led to 20 
points, but they also gave 
up easy baskets even when 
their defense was set. It 
left them with plenty to 
correct if they wanted to 
extend their first confer-
ence finals appearance 
since 2000 to a Game 6 in 
Indiana on Saturday.

Pacers near finals, Knicks need another comeback

Michael Conroy | Associated Press
Indiana Pacers guard Tyrese Haliburton (0) celebrates the team’s win after Game 4 of the Eastern Conference finals of the 
NBA basketball playoffs against the New York Knicks in Indianapolis on Tuesday.

AJ Mast | Associated Press
Indiana Pacers forward Pascal Siakam (43) and guard Bennedict Mathurin (00) celebrate 
during the second half of Game 4 of the Eastern Conference finals of the NBA basketball 
playoffs against the New York Knicks in Indianapolis on Tuesday.

BY HOWARD FENDRICH
AP TENNIS WRITER

PARIS — Clearly ham-
pered by a bad left knee, 
two-time French Open final-
ist Casper Ruud dropped 
13 of the last 14 games 
and lost 2-6, 6-4, 6-1, 6-0 to 
Nuno Borges in the second 
round at Roland-Garros on 
Wednesday, then revealed 
he had been playing in pain 
off-and-on throughout the 
clay-court season.

The seventh-seeded Ruud 
reached at least the semifi-
nals each of the past three 
years in Paris — he was the 
runner-up to Rafael Nadal in 
2022 and Novak Djokovic in 
2023 — and this exit is his 
earliest at the tournament 
since bowing out in the sec-
ond round in his debut in 
2018.

He’s been taking pain-kill-
ing and anti-inflammato-
ry pills the past several 
weeks, and did so again 
Wednesday. But Ruud said 
the knee began bothering 
him in the first set against 
Borges, who is ranked 41st 
and became the first Por-
tuguese man to get to the 
French Open’s third round.

Ruud said the worst shot 
for his knee is an open-
stance backhand, in which 
he slides on his left foot, so 
he’s been avoiding it in prac-
tice.

“Cer tain movements 
out there are kind of what 
makes it painful. Certain 
shots are painful to do. 
When you’re playing match-
es, you can’t really control 
it in the same way (as in 

practice). You do everything 
you can to get to every 
ball,” said Ruud, who also 
reached the final at the 2022 
U.S. Open. “Sometimes you 
kind of forget that this is a 
shot I shouldn’t go for.”

He was visited by a train-
er and took some pills 
during Wednesday’s match, 
but nothing seemed to help.

“It’s a Slam. I love this 
tournament,” Ruud said. 
“Looking back, I tried my 
best to continue (and tried) 
to avoid the shots that are 
hurting. But towards the 
end, there were also other 
movements that star ted 
hurting, so it wasn’t ideal.”

He said the problems 
began in his first clay event 
of the pre-French Open 
stretc h, at Monte Carlo 
in April, and that he had 
medical exams a couple of 
weeks later in Madrid — 
where he went on to win the 
title. Ruud pulled out of the 
Geneva Open, which was 
played last week.

Now he’ll have more tests 
done.

WHAT ELSE HAPPENED 
AT THE FRENCH OPEN 

ON WEDNESDAY?
Both defending champi-

ons were in action at Court 
Philippe-Chatrier. Carlos 
Alcaraz overcame a one-
set blip to defeat Fabian 
Marozsan 6-1, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2, 
and Iga Swiatek had far less 
trouble dispatching 2021 
U.S. Open champion Emma 
Raducanu 6-1, 6-2 to extend 
her French Open winning 
streak to 23 matches. Top-

ranked Ar yna Sabalen-
ka won 6-3, 6-1 against Jil 
Teichmann. Other wom-
en’s winners included 2024 
runner-up Jasmine Paoli-
ni, Olympic gold medalist 
Zheng Qinwen and 18-year-
old Canadian qualifier Vic-
toria Mboko. Olympic silver 
medalist and Wimbledon 
semifinalist Donna Vekic 
lost to unseeded American 
Bernarda Pera 6-2, 4-6, 7-6 
(10-3). No. 10 Holger Rune 
of Denmark beat unseeded 
American Emilio Nava 6-3, 
7-6 (5), 6-3 and No. 12-seed-
ed American Tommy Paul 
rallied from two sets down 
to beat Marton Fucsovics. 
Other men advancing includ-
ed No. 8 Lorenzo Musetti 
and No. 25 Alexei Popyrin. 
But No. 20 Stefanos Tsitsi-
pas, the 2021 French Open 
runner-up, lost to unseeded 
Matteo Gigante.

Ruud is bothered by a painful 
knee and loses to Nuno Borges

Norway’s Casper Ruud looks 
down as he plays Portugal’s 
Nuno Borges during their 
second round match of the 
French Tennis Open, at the 
Roland-Garros stadium, in 
Paris, on Wednesday.

Lindsey Wasson | Associated Press
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BY AARON BEARD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

RALEIGH, N.C. — It’s 
one win in a series oth-
er wise going resound-
ingly against them. The 
Carolina Hurricanes still 
face a long and improba-
ble climb ahead against 
the reigning Stanley Cup 
champion Florida Pan-
thers.

For now the reward 
f r o m  M o n d a y ’ s 
sweep -aver t ing  r oad 
win is simply another 
chance to play at home 
in Wednesday night’s 
Game 5 of the Eastern 
Conference final.

“I don’t really think 
(menta l i t y )  changes 
if  you’re up three or 
down three,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Tues-
day.  “Like,  what,  are 
you going to tr y hard-
er? Ever ybody’s tr ying 
their hardest and every-
body wants to win that 
next game.”

Car o l ina ’ s  3 -0  w in 
Monday night staved off 
elimination while ending 
a nasty conference-final 
losing streak (15 games 
dat ing to 2009).  But 
playing on means keep-
ing fleeting hope alive, 
even against a tested 
and deep champion.

Flor ida  swept  Car -
olina in the 2023 East-
ern final with four one-
goal wins that gave the 

Hur ricanes reason to 
feel they were in it the 
whole way.  This had 
been anything but, start-
ing with the 5-2 loss 
in Game 1 followed by 
a 5-0 romp that drew 
frustrated chants from 
a rowdy-turned-despon-
dent home crowd.

In Saturday’s Game 
3, Florida turned a 1-1 
g a m e  e n t e r i n g  t h e 
third into a 6-2 win that 
moved them within a 
win of the Cup final.

Getting to closeout 
opportunities is not new 
for the Panthers, who 
won nine of their first 10 
series under Paul Mau-
rice.

A lso  not  new:  le t -
t ing the f irst  chance 
(or three, in one case) 
at  that  c loseout  win 
s l ip  away.  Monday ’s 
loss dropped Florida’s 
r e c o r d  i n  p o t e n t i a l 
closeout games since 
the star t of the 2023 
playoffs to just 9-8.

It begged this ques-
tion of Maurice: Do the 
Panthers  lear n f rom 
those missed chances?

Hurricanes get another 
home-ice shot at Panthers 

with Game 5 in Eastern final

Lynne Sladky | Associated Press
Carolina Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho (20) celebrates 
his goal during the third period in Game 4 of the NHL 
hockey Stanley Cup Eastern Conference finals against 
the Florida Panthers on Monday in Sunrise, Fla.

Estate Sale - The Heartlands
2811 Ave of the Parks
Owensboro, KY 42303

Thursday, May 29, 9am - 4pm
Friday, May 30, 9am - 4pm

Saturday, May 31, 9am - 3pm

This home is full of many well
cared for items. Ethan Allen

queen rice carved poster bed,
highboy, dresser, nightstand,
cheval mirror, oak three piece

full size bedroom
suite, mahogany console,

Queen Anne wing back chairs,
tea table and sofa, oak dining

table, chairs, breakfront,
Queen Anne dinette set,

backgammon/checker board
table, console, end tables,

stools, secretary desk,
refrigerator, deep freeze, gas

blower, weed eater, hedge
trimmer, spreader, shop vacs,
fish fryers, bench grinder, yard

tools, patio chairs, lamps,
pictures, mirrors, kitchenware,

small electronics and TVs,
Lenox china, crystal, file
cabinet, linens, Sanitare
vacuum, Karastan and

Couristan rugs, costume
jewelry, food processor and
food vacuum sealer, home
decor, dolly and lots more.

Check out Estatesales.org to
view photos of many of the

items that will be in this sale.

Cash, check (with proper ID),
credit/debit cards (with a 3%

fee added) accepted, or
Venmo. All sales are final. No
returns or refunds. KY sales

tax of 6% will be added
unless buyer presents a

resale exemption certificate.
All items purchased are as-is.

We are not responsible for
accidents.

YOU MUST bring help to
move large items, we DO

NOT have staff to assist. All
items must be removed by
3pm on Saturday. Please
bring boxes and paper to

pack your items. Call us at
270-903-7859 with

questions.

---- Public Notice -----
Notice is hereby given that
Daviess County Fiscal Court,
2620 KY Highway 81, Owens-
boro, KY 42301, has filed an
application with the Natural
Resources and Environment-
al Protection Cabinet to re-
place the Baird Road Culvert
over Rhodes Creek with a
metal box culvert and replace
an existing roadside ditch with
a corrugated metal pipe. The
site is located approximately 1
mile west of Baird Road inter-
section with Jackson Rd near
Utica, KY, in Daviess County.
Any comments or objections
concerning this application
shall be directed to: Kentucky
Division of Water, Water Re-
sources Branch, 200 Fair
Oaks Lane, 4th Floor, Frank-
fort, Kentucky 40601. Phone:
(502) 564-3410.

GASOLINE BID
Quotations will be accepted on supplying unleaded gasoline and
unleaded plus gasoline to the Hancock County School district for
all its vehicles including maintenance vehicles, driver training
cars, and staff cars until 10:00 a.m. Monday, June 2, 2025 at the
Hancock County Board of Education. Bid packets are available
on our website under Quick Links: Bids and Miscellaneous. Mail
or deliver your sealed bid to Nick Boling at the Hancock County
Board of Education. The bid must be clearly marked “GASOL-
INE BID”. The Hancock County Board of Education reserves the
right to accept or reject any or all bids.

WEST - W. 5th Street, 2805
Fri. May 30th, Sat. May 31st,

Sun. June 1st
LARGE MOVING YARD

SALE
Women's Clothes 3X,4X,5X. 2
Wheelchairs, Decorations for
inside & outside for all Occa-

sions. Many Items!


