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Nancy Kamuf braves the single-digit wind chill as she 
walks on Thursday to exercise on the walking trail as an 
American flag waves in the background at Moreland 
Park.
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Taylor said when an incarcerated 
defendant is in-person for a hearing, 
“I can ask (them) a question, and they 
can ask questions to me.”

Taylor said the court policy is only to 
bring incarcerated defendants to court 
for “extraordinary circumstance.”

Taylor said the ability of attorneys 
and defendants to consult during 
hearings is important. “If that’s not 
enough to qualify as an ‘extraordi-
nary circumstance,’ what is?” Taylor 
said.

Bringing inmates to court requires 
them being moved by court security, 
which is part of the Daviess County 
Sheriff’s Office. Courthouse securi-
ty is one of the mandated duties of 
sheriff’s offices. Courthouse security 
officers also have to be present at 
the Detention Center for video court 
hearings.

Sheriff Brad Youngman said the 
office has seen an increase in both 
video hearings and in transports of 
inmates to court for in-person hearings.

In 2023, the sheriff’s office did 288 
transports of defendants who were 
both in the Daviess jail and were incar-
cerated in other counties. Deputies 
and court security spent 971 hours on 
transports in 2023.

Last year, deputies and court secu-
rity made 422 transports, spending 
1,409 hours transporting defendants 
to and from court hearings.

“We have set a new record over the 
last two years on transports,” Young-
man said. “It does keep us very busy, 
but it’s one of our constitutional jobs.”

Youngman said both transporting 
inmates and doing hearings by video 
require the presence of sheriff’s office 
personnel.

“When we do video court at the 
detention center, I have to send secu-
rity officers, just like it’s a courtroom,” 
Youngman said.

Prisoner transports “require more 
of our resources” than video hearings 
from jail, Youngman said.

Youngman said the sheriff’s office 
will do whatever the courts order. 
“Whatever they decide, we have a job 
to do and that’s what we’ll do,” he said.

Lt. Phil Ashby, of the sheriff’s offic-
es court security staff, said transport-
ing inmates for in-person hearings is 
“a security issue,” and said the securi-
ty staff can be stretched at times pro-
viding security in the courtrooms and 
at the judicial center’s security check-
point.

“It takes 15 (officers) to keep every-
thing running when we have all the 

courts running,” Ashby said. At times, 
the judicial center will holding hear-
ings in seven courtrooms — two in 
Circuit Court, three in District Court 
and two in Family Court — Ashby 
said.

“We move quite a few prisoners 
as it is,” Ashby said. Defendants are 
brought over for certain hearings at 
the order of a judge.

“If I had to transport more people, 
I’d need more transporters, and I’d 
still have to run video court,” Ashby 
said.

Daviess Circuit Judge David Payne 
said the courts are mandated to do 
arraignments, which are first appear-
ances in Circuit Court on criminal 
cases, by video.

“Video has a lot of advantages in 
a lot of ways,” Payne said, while also 
saying he’s not as big of an advocate 
for video hearings as some other 
judges across the state.

“It costs the taxpayers a lot of 
money to send a van to jail every 
day” to transport inmates, Payne 
said. “From a safety standpoint, video 
arraignments aren’t so bad. A lot of 
routine stuff is pretty much done by 
video.”

Technical issues do occur. On 
Thursday, Payne said the audio 
stopped working at points during 
some video hearings in his court-
room. When a lawyer needs an incar-
cerated defendant in the courtroom, 
Payne said he will accommodate the 
request.

“If you’re going to have a contested 
hearing, a lengthy hearing, it’s good 
to have a defendant and lawyer sitting 
next to each other,” Payne said.

Payne, who was a district judge 
for years before being elected circuit 
judge, said attorneys will often request 
juvenile defendants appear in person, 
which requires a defendant be trans-
ported. Male juveniles are housed 
in Bowling Green and females are 
housed in Ashland.

A court security officer will meet a 
transport from Ashland in Elizabeth-
town to complete the transport to 
Owensboro.

Payne said, “I don’t want to put the 
cost on the taxpayer (for a transport) 
when that juvenile can appear on the 
computer screen for free” for regular 
hearings.

Payne said he will grant requests 
for a defendant to appear in person 
when it’s necessary, but said bringing 
inmates to the judicial center does 
create security issues.

“If you have a room full of prison-
ers, you have to have a room full of 
deputies,” Payne said.

Daviess Circuit Judge Tom Castlen 
said, “There are significant issues 

when it comes to transporting a lot 
of (inmates). There are heightened 
security issues. I guess we have to do 
a cost/benefit analysis when it comes 
to transporting people to the court-
house.”

Jackson said inmates were trans-
ported daily to the judicial center for 
hearings “for decades” before the 
pandemic and the advent of video in 
circuit court.

“I can think of only one instance 
when someone almost got away, and 
one or two fights,” Jackson said.

Castlen said the courts do order 
inmates transpor ted if a lawyer 
thinks a jailed client needs to be in 
the courtroom.

“I don’t know any time we haven’t 
accommodated that request,” Castlen 
said. “If a defendant needs to be here 
for entering a guilty plea, an evidentia-
ry hearing or to enter testimony, we 
always have them here.”

Castlen said video hearings in 
Payne’s courtroom can be delayed if 
video hearings in Castlen’s courtroom 
run long, but said that happens occa-
sionally.

“It would be helpful if we had two 
video rooms at the jail, so our (hear-
ing) schedules wouldn’t frustrate one 
another,” Castlen said.

Jailer Art Maglinger said funds 
were invested to put in a camera sys-
tem in a large classroom for video 
hearings. Maglinger said he hasn’t 
received any complaints about issues 
related to video hearings in some 
time.

Regarding a second room for video 
hearings, Maglinger said if additional 
funds are available for video equip-
ment for a second hearing room, “we 
might have the space to do it.”

Heather Blackburn, an attorney in 
the public defender law office, said 
video hearings do have issues, but 
said the layout of the Holbrook Judi-
cial Center makes holding a large 
number of inmates difficult.

“I think the fact that your client isn’t 
standing next to you during hearings 
is problematic, or can be, if there are 
technical issues,” Blackburn said. 
“But I do understand the sheriff ’s 
office’s concern.”

The judicial center, “wasn’t built 
to accommodate the number of 
prisoners we have on a given day,” 
Blackburn said.

Jackson and Blackburn said hav-
ing inmates in person for all hearings 
would be ideal.

“If there’s a way to do that safely, 
that’s preferable,” Blackburn said. “If 
not, we’ve adapted, but it’s imperfect.”

James Mayse, 270-691-7303, jmayse@
messenger-inquirer.com
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BLADE & GRASS
Affordable, Reliable, Insured

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Lawn Care Services

• Mowing • Leaf Removal
• Landscaping • Mulching

• Trimming
FREE QUOTES!
Serving Owensboro &

Surrounding Areas
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

CALL or TEXT
(270)314-2823

NOTICE OF ZONING
HEARING REGARDING

2600 FREDERICA STREET
A request has been filed with
the Owensboro Metropolitan
Board of Adjustment by Sev-
en Springs Land
Company, LLC for a
Variance in order to reduce
the roadway buffer along Fre-
derica Street from 60-feet
from the centerline of the road
to 34-feet from the centerline
of the road.
The above proposal is to be
considered at a meeting of the
Owensboro Metropo l i tan
Board of Adjustment on March
6, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in the 4th
Floor Auditorium of City Hall,
101 E. 4th St., Owensboro,
KY.
RUTH ANN MASON
SECRETARY
LEWIS JEAN
CHAIR

NOTICE OF ZONING
HEARING REGARDING

7400 & 7420 US HIGHWAY
231

A request has been filed with
the Owensboro Metropolitan
Board of Adjustment by Mid
America Grain Solutions,
LLC for a Variance in order to
eliminate 663-linear-feet of the
required 6-foot-high solid wall
or fence where adjoining the
farm to the west, as shown on
the submitted site plan.
The above proposal is to be
considered at a meeting of the
Owensboro Metropo l i tan
Board of Adjustment on
March 6, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in
the 4th Floor Auditorium of
City Hall, 101 E. 4th St.,
Owensboro, KY.
RUTH ANN MASON
SECRETARY
LEWIS JEAN
CHAIR

CITIZENʼS ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING
2025-2026 ACTION PLAN

2025-2029
CONSOLIDATED PLAN

HEARING
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the City of Owensboro
Citizenʼs Advisory Committee
for Community Development
will hold a Special Called
Meeting / Public Hearing on
Wednesday, February 26,
2025 at 4:30 p.m. at Owens-
boro City Hall, 101 East 4th
Street, Owensboro, Kentucky
42303 in the Commission
Chambers on fourth floor. City
staff will address the prepara-
tion of the FY 2025-2026 An-
nual Action Plan and the
2025-2029 Consolidated Plan.
The meeting wil l also be
livestreamed on Facebook
@ C i t y o f O w e n s b o r o a n d
w w w . o w e n s b o r o . o r g .

The purpose of the Special
Called Meeting / Public Hear-
ing is to approve minutes; re-
ceive a progress report on
2020-2024 Community Devel-
opment activities and action
plans; present proposed activ-
ities for the 2025-2029 Con-
solidated Plan and 2025-2026
Annual Action Plan and host
an open forum for public com-
ment concerning housing and
communi ty deve lopment
needs regarding the plans.
Verbal and written citizen
comments will be considered.
Please submit comments to
abby.shelton@owensboro.org.
The full agenda is posted be-
low and at https://www.owens-
boro.org/page/community-de-
velopment.

Citizenʼs Advisory
Committee

for Community
Development

Special Called Meeting /
First Public Hearing

Wednesday, February 26,
2025 at 4:30 P.M.

Owensboro City Hall
101 E. 4th Street -

Commission Chambers
Owensboro, KY 42303

1. Approval of minutes from
April 10, 2024 Citizens
Advisory Committee meeting

2. Present a report on the
2020-2024 Consolidated
Plans and subsequent
Annual Action Plans

3. Present proposed activities
for the 2025-2029
Consolidated Plan and 2025-
2026 Annual Action Plan

4. Open forum for public
comment concerning
housing and Community
Development needs and
proposed projects in
Owensboro for the 2025-
2029 Consolidated Plan and
the 2025-2026 Annual
Action Plan

5. Adjournment★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
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Still owned
& operated
for over
30 yrs by

David Ebling

A+

683-7503

Ebling Contracting, LLC
Roofing Expert

Call The PROS
You Can TRUST

The Pink PantherTM& © 1964-2006 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc. All Rights Reserved

May 10th: 12:30 AM
2016 Hail Storm
Up to 1/2 Dollar
Size Holes

South of Frederica St.
Free No-Obligation
Inspection w/Photos

Customer Satisfaction #1
Mr. Ebling was instrumental to getting the insurance company to include the 1/2 dollar size hail
damage on the garage & shed, which they’d denied earlier. - Jackie Tipmore, St. Ann St. 9/30/22

I was so pleased that not only was Mr. Ebling able to get our roof replaced through insurance, but
had our decking replaced at no extra charge. Love our new roof done in 1 day.

- Stephanie Yate, Ridgewood Drive, 9/22/22

If you’re in the shaded area south of Frederica Street, you need to have your roof inspected, even if
your insurance agent said it was fine, like Ms. Tipmore’s above.

Customer Service and Satisfaction is #1 to Us
Mr. Ebling was instrumental to getting the insurance company to include the large hail

damage on the garage & shed, which they’d denied earlier.
- Jackie Tipmore, St. Ann St. 9/30/22

I was so pleased that not only was Mr. Ebling able to get our roof replaced through
insurance, but had our decking replaced at no extra charge. Love our new roof done in

1 day. - Stephanie Yate, Ridgewood Drive, 9/22/22

Hail Yeah!
Free Estimates: Your Hail Storm and Wind Roof Specialist

1. We offer claim assistance
2. We’ll aid in claim interpretation
3. We’ll meet with your adjuster
4. We’ll get adjustments to “left off” items
5. We’ll assist you with your final check
6. Start to finish with 34 years local service

Still owned
& operated
for over

34 years by
David Ebling

Don’t Think Your Roof is Alright, Call David Today and Make Sure

The Pink PantherTM & © 1964-2006 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc. All Rights Reserved

Especially in Masonville, Utica, or Whitesville

Call The PROS You Can TRUST
Flat Roof Problems Gone With Rubber Roofs683-7503Call

Today!

YARD/LANDSCAPE
LAWN HUNTERS MOWING

STARTING AT $25
SPRING CLEAN-UPS

LANDSCAPING
BUSH TRIMMING

MULCHING
30% OFF ALL SERVICES

CALL 270-231-5340

24th & Veach Road - Owensboro, KY.
683-4251 or 684-0719

We install Jasper Engines & Transmissions
100,000 Miles/36 Month Nationwide Warranty

READERS’ GOLD CHO

IC
E

ME
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NGER-INQUIRER

2021

Ice Cold
Air

Conditioning
Service!

24 Hour
Towing
Service

READERS’ CHOICE WINN
ER

ME

SSE
NGER-INQUIRER

20222024

MCS
Exterior / Interiors / Design

-Additions / Remodeling
-Masonry / Tile / Concrete

-Window / Door / Siding
-Drywall / Trim

-Pluming /Electric Work
Owensboro &

Surrounding Area
(270) 256-8014

Rob's Construction
HOME Improvement

No Job Too Big
Or Too Small

* Handyman Services
* Remodeling
* Siding
* Windows & Doors
* Flooring
* Decks Patios & Walkways
* Fencing
* Drywall
* Junk Clean Up & Removal
* Pressure Washing
* Paint & Stain

and much, much more!!!
Lic. & Ins. Free Est.

Call Rob 270-231-9916

YARD/LANDSCAPE
Accepting New

Accounts
Fall Cleanup, leaf removal,

and Tree work
Free Estimates, Lic. & Ins.

Keith 270-316-0178

Extension Staff
Assistant

Daviess County
RE49244

Deadline: 3/6/2025
Apply online at:

https://ukjobs.uky.edu/
postings/571636
For assistance call:
270-685-8480

The University of Kentucky is an
Equal Opportunity Employer. The
address of the Martin-Gatton College

of Agriculture,
Food and Environment EEO Officer is

Room S-105 Agricultural
Science Building North,
University of Kentucky,
Lexington, KY 40546-0091

THE PAINTER!
Best Prices in the Tri-State.

Excellent Results
Inside and Out.

Plenty of local refs.
270-302-0497

PAINTING
KATHY DAVIS MISCHEL
Painting and Wallpapering
Free Estimates!
270-316-9675

Tanners Lawn
Care

Every Lawn Deserves TLC
Licensed & Insured

Accepting New Lawns
Call Marty Tanner At

(270) 993-4292

YARD DOG
Free Removal of Unwanted

Appliances, Mowers,
Exercise Equipment

Grills & Batteries
SAME DAY PICK UP

270-313-7227


