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Lottery Numbers
Thursday’s lottery numbers:
Kentucky 
Midday Pick 3: 9-1-3
Midday Pick 4: 0-8-4-4
Evening Pick 3: 3-6-0
Evening Pick 4: 4-6-7-0
Cash Ball 225: 1-5-19-21;  
The Cash Ball was 2 
Lucky For Life:  
15-39-40-42-47
The Lucky Ball was 7
Indiana
Midday Daily 3: 0-0-1
Super Ball was 1
Midday Daily 4: 6-2-7-7
Super Ball was 1
Evening Daily 3: 7-0-1
Super Ball was 4
Evening Daily 4: 4-3-7-2
Super Ball was 4
Cash 5: 1-5-21-32-42

During its meeting Thursday at the 
Daviess County Courthouse, Daviess 
Fiscal Court took the following actions:

• Heard Owensboro Health 
Community Report 2025

• Heard treasurer’s report for 
January, 2025

• Approved minutes of February 
4, 2025, Daviess County Fiscal Court 
meeting

• Approved all claims for all 
departments

• Approved Resolution 03-2025: A 
resolution for a temporary moratorium 
on Wind Energy, Solar Energy Systems, 
and Solar Panel installation

• Approved grant agreement by 
and between the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky, Department for Local 
Government, and Daviess County to 
establish an agreement for Owensboro 
Regional Recovery

• Approved contract with the Green 
River Area Development District 
for Administrative Services for the 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program for Owensboro Regional 
Recovery

• Approved grant application for 
Kentucky Pride Fund Composting

• Approved grant application for 
Kentucky Pride Fund Household 
Hazardous Waste Management

• Approved grant application for 
Kentucky Pride Fund Recycling

• Approved change Order 08 for Bid 
No. 2324-67: Courthouse Renovation 
Project (Courthouse)

• Approved awarding quote for 
Election Equipment to Harp Enterprises, 
Inc (Clerk)

• Approved awarding quote for 
Additional E-Poll Books to Tenex 
Software Solutions (Clerk)

• Approved awarding quote for 
ActiveComms Licenses to Active911, 
Inc (Fire Rescue)

• Approved accepting proposal by 
Bell Engineering for Pickleball Court 
Site Design Services

• Approved declaring the following 
as surplus inventory: 1996 Freightline 
Pumper (Fire)

• Approved awarding Bid No. 
2425-53: One (1) New ½ Ton 4WD 
Crew Cab Pickup Truck (Fire Rescue)

• Approved awarding RFQ No. 
2425-64: Two (2) New Leachate 
Pumps (Solid Waste)

• Approved promoting Eddie 
Reddish to road supervisor effective 
2/2/2025

• Approved reappointing Michael 
Boyd (SPT) to the Owensboro-Da-
viess County Airport Board effective 
3/2/2025 through 3/1/2029

• Approved appointing Jimmy Edelen 
(Keith Riney S3T) to the Daviess County 
Property Maintenance Code — Board 
of Appeals effective 3/1/2025 through 
2/28/2028

• Heard first reading of KOC 921.685 
(2025) 02-2025 — An Ordinance 
Amending Text in Article 8 of the 
Owensboro Metropolitan Zoning 
Ordinance

Digest
Daviess Fiscal Court

The temporary morato-
rium, which is in place for 
12 months, states “laws 
will take time to adequate-
ly develop to meet the 
needs of our community 
and potential site develop-
ment for alternative ener-
gy companies.”

N e x t E r a  E n e r g y 
Resources, the company 
looking to to construct a 
roughly 1,200-acre solar 
farm that would generate 
150 megawatts of clean, 
r enewable  energy  in 
Daviess County, worked 
wi th  Judge -Execut ive 
Charlie Castlen on the 
ordinance text amend-
ments — which addresses 
the impact of a proposed 
solar farm on agricultur-
al land, including setbacks 
from other property and 
stricter decommissioning 
policies.

The company is expect-
ed to hold off on moving 
for ward with its project 
application while the tem-
porar y moratorium is in 
effect.

Commissioner Lar r y 
Conder cast the lone vote 
against the moratorium. 
He argued solar projects 
should be handled the 
same as any other busi-
ness.

“There are other models 
of businesses that bought 
farmland, and those same 
concer ns would exist 
regardless,” he said. “For 
example, the casino. They 
bought 20 acres of farm-
land. Same issues, abating 
property owners, flooding, 
make sure you take care 
of the roads, same things 
exist there, and I’m sure, 
as time progresses and the 
state approves more forms 
of gambling, they will 
expand; they will buy more 
property.

“The same thing hap-
pens whether it be a chick-
en farm or hog farm or 

anything else.”
Conder said he also sees 

the moratorium as “kick-
ing the can down the road” 
since the proposed project 
has been discussed for 
months.

“This has been an issue 
for at least seven months,” 
he said. “I believe that 
we, as elected of ficials, 
should look at this; we’ve 
had seven months to do 
it, not for sure what one 
more year is going to get 
you. But I do believe that 
it sends a signal that if 
you don’t have a business 
that’s liked, you might 
want to think twice before 
you come here, because 
you might have a moratori-
um slapped on you.”

Castlen doesn’t believe 
the moratorium detracts 
from economic develop-
ment.

“I absolutely do not 
agree,” he said. “This 
is limited to solar and is 
absolutely not broader 
than that.”

Word of NextEra’s pro-
posed project came to light 
last July.

Castlen said shortly after 
learning of the proposed 
project he attempted to 
get a temporary morato-
rium put in place after he 
learned from staf f that 
Daviess County’s ordi-
nance related to solar 
farms was inadequate, 
but Commissioner Janie 
Marksberr y and Conder 
declined at that time to 
support the measure.

Marksberr y said new 
factors have come to light 
that made her reevaluate 
her initial stance, which 
included advocating for 
the rights of property own-
ers to conduct business as 
they see fit.

“With new information 
comes responsibility, and 
I have learned a lot of 
things that I didn’t know 
back when I made that 
statement about solar and 
how it can affect the neigh-
borhoods, what it can do 
to properties that are adja-

cent,” she said. “So I just 
want to make sure that we 
do this right. I think it’s 
very important.

“Since I was not involved 
in any of the text amend-
ment discussions or given 
research results ,  and 
especially with the recent 
flooding issues and road 
closures, I’m concerned 
with possible additional 
contributing factors for 
more flooding from these 
projects. I would like to 
have time to look into this 
and consider the impact 
that a project of this mag-
nitude is going to have on 
our community.”

Commissioner Chris 
Castlen told those in atten-
dance that he remains sup-
portive of solar energy. But 
he believes it’s important 
to get the ordinance cor-
rect on the front end.

“I am also a supporter 
of doing the best for our 
citizens when local gov-
ernment needs to help 
update our processes, as 
we need to do with our 
current ordinance related 
to solar energy,” he said. 
“This moratorium will give 
us an opportunity to inves-
tigate what has and has 
not worked for the com-
munities in Kentucky, as it 
relates to the rules around 
solar farms.

“We have several things 
to consider regarding 
the ef fects and changes 
it will have on those who 
own properties, that have 
farms, those who live in 
the adjoining areas and 
our community in gener-
al.”

Marksberry said she’s 
anxious to get to work on 
the ordinance.

“I’m just really excited 
about getting together 
with the other commis-
sioners, with the judge, 
with other researchers and 
just really diving into this,” 
she said. “I told the judge 
when I said I would agree 
to the moratorium, I want 
to do the work.”
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to the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol.
Patel has spoken of his desire to imple-

ment major changes at the FBI, including 
a reduced footprint in Washington 
and a renewed emphasis on the 
bureau’s traditional crime-fight-
ing duties rather than the intelli-
gence-gathering work that has 
come to define its mandate over the 
past two decades as national securi-
ty threats have proliferated.

But he’s also echoed Trump’s 
stated desire for reprisal, raising 
alarm among Democrats for saying 
before he was nominated that he would 
“come after” anti-Trump “conspirators” in 
the federal government and the media.

In a statement posted after the vote on 
the social media platform X, Patel wrote 
that he was honored to be confirmed as the 
ninth director of the FBI, an institution he 

said had a “storied legacy.”
“The American people deserve an FBI 

that is transparent, accountable, and com-
mitted to justice. The politicalization of our 
justice system has eroded public trust — 
but that ends today,” he wrote. He said his 
mission as director was to “let good cops be 
cops — and rebuild trust in the FBI.”

Republicans angry over what 
they see as law enforcement bias 
against conservatives during the 
Democratic Biden administration, 
as well as criminal investigations 
into Trump, have rallied behind 
Patel as the right person for the job.

“Mr. Patel wants to make the FBI 
accountable once again — get back 
the reputation that the FBI has had 
historically for law enforcement,” 

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, chairman 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee, said 
this week before Patel was confirmed. 
“He wants to hold the FBI accountable 
to Congress, to the president and, most 
importantly, to the people they serve — 
the American taxpayer.”
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Kash Patel

for us, because that’s 
when we realized a down-
town  t rans for mat ion 
wasn’t just a dream,” 
Brake said. “We could 
make it a reality.”

Mayor Tom Watson 
said McConnell’s sup-
port for Owensboro went 
beyond the riverfront.

Watson recalled joining 
McConnell on a tour of 
the old H.L. Neblett Com-
munity Center building.

McConnell noticed a 
roof leak and told Wat-
son, “we need to get that 
fixed,” Watson recalled.

In 2006, McConnell 
secured $3 million to 
help fund the building of 
the new Neblett Center.

“He has been a great 
supporter,” Watson said. 
“We’ve known each 
other for 40 years, and 
he encouraged me to 
get into public service. I 
always thought so highly 
of him.”

M c C o n n e l l  “ h a s 
always been a real friend 
of Owensboro,” Watson 
said.

Owensboro will con-
tinue to have powerful 
supporters in Washing-
ton, such as Rep. Brett 
Guthrie, Watson said.

Regarding McConnell, 

Watson said, “we will be 
hard-pressed to (find) as 
strong an advocate as he 
is” for the city.

J u d g e - E x e c u -
tive Charlie Cas-
t len said while 
M c C o n n e l l  i s 
best remembered 
locally for the riv-
erfront project, “if 
you swing over to 
the Neblett Cen-
ter, he’s the one 
w h o  d e l i v e r e d 
the money for the 
building they are in today. 
He has been a friend to 
Owensboro and our coun-
ty for a long time, pretty 
much out of the gate.”

McConnell ’s ef for ts 
have also been pivotal 
nationally, Castlen said.

“When he was in lead-
ership (as Senate majority 
leader), for conservatives, 

it meant a lot get-
ting the majority 
on the (Supreme) 
Cour t,”  Castlen 
said.

C a s t l e n  s a i d 
M c C o n n e l l ’ s 
retirement at the 
end of next year 
could mean the 
community is los-
ing a strong sup-
porter.

“I think for a little bit it 
might,” Castlen said. “I 
think it depends on who 
gets in his seat.”

James Mayse, 270-691-
7303, jmayse@messenger-
inquirer.com
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Charlie 
Castlen

 judge-executive  

planning a political comeback. Cameron 
said Thursday that his values align with 
Kentucky voters and touted his support 
for Trump.

“I’m going to be an ‘America First’ 
senator and it’s time for a new genera-
tion of leadership,” Cameron told the AP 
in a phone interview Thursday 
evening.

M c C o n n e l l ’ s  r e t i r e m e n t 
announcement began the epi-
logue of a storied career as a 
master strategist, one in which 
he helped forge a conservative 
Supreme Court and steered the 
Senate through tax cuts, presi-
dential impeachment trials and 
fierce political fights. Yet with his 
powerful perch atop committees, and 
nearly two years remaining in his term, 
McConnell vowed to complete his work 
on several remaining fronts.

“I have some unfinished business to 
attend to,” he said.

McConnell walked gingerly to the 
podium, sporting a walking boot. Sena-
tors from both sides of the political aisle 
seemed to listen most intently as he told 
them that while there are any number of 
reasons for pessimism, the strength of 
the Senate is not one of them.

“The Senate is still equipped for work 
of great consequence,” he told them.

As he concluded, Sen. Thom Tillis, 
R-N.C., motioned for the audience of 
senators, staff and Capitol visitors be 
allowed to applaud, which is usually not 
allowed under Senate rules.

Republican senators then lined up to 
greet McConnell, beginning with Sen. 
Susan Collins of Maine, who hugged 
him, and Sen. Lisa Murkowski of Alas-
ka, who patted him on the back. He took 
out a tissue and made a joke, prompt-
ing the group to laugh. Senate Majori-
ty Leader John Thune of South Dako-
ta gave him a warm handshake, and a 
dozen others senators soon did so as 
well.

Sen. Lindsey Graham said McConnell 
reshaped the American judiciary, par-
ticularly the Supreme Court. “He has a 
lot to be proud of, and I am sure he will 
work hard to the very end of his term,” 
Graham said.

CHANGING DYNAMICS IN THE GOP
McConnell, first elected in 1984, 

intends to serve until his term ends 

in January 2027. The Kentuckian has 
dealt with a series of medical episodes 
in recent years, including injuries sus-
tained from falls and times when his 
face briefly froze while he was speaking.

The famously taciturn McConnell 
revered the Senate as a young intern 
long before joining its back benches 
as a freshman lawmaker in the mid-
1980s. His dramatic announcement 
comes almost a year after his decision to 
relinquish his leadership post after the 

November 2024 election.
McConnell’s looming depar-

ture reflects the changing 
dynamics of the Tr ump-led 
GOP. He’s seen his power dimin-
ish on a parallel track with both 
his health and his relationship 
with Trump, who once praised 
him as an ally but has taken 
to criticizing him in caustic 
terms.

In Kentucky, McConnell’s departure 
will mark the loss of a powerful advo-
cate and will set off a competitive GOP 
primary next year for what will now be 
an open Senate seat. Beshear, seen as 
a rising star in his party for winning 
statewide office in Republican territo-
ry, has said he has no interest in the 
Senate. Beshear’s chief political strat-
egist, Eric Hyers, reiterated that stance 
Thursday, posting on X, “He is not run-
ning for the Senate.”

Another prominent Kentucky Repub-
lican considering the race quickly 
weighed in. U.S. Rep. Andy Barr said 
he would decide soon about his future. 
Also looming as a GOP candidate is 
businessman Nate Morris.

One common denominator among 
them — their professed loyalty to 
Trump.

McConnell, a diehard adherent to 
Ronald Reagan’s brand of tradition-
al conservatism and muscular foreign 
policy, increasingly found himself out 
of step with a GOP shifting toward 
the fier y, often isolationist populism 
espoused by Trump.

McConnell still champions providing 
Ukraine with weapons and other aid 
to fend off Russia’s invasion, even as 
Trump ratchets up criticism of the coun-
try and its leader, Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 
The senator made it clear Thursday that 
national defense remains a priority for 
him.

He and Trump were partners during 
Trump’s first term, but the relationship 
was severed after McConnell blamed 
Trump for “disgraceful” acts in the Jan. 
6, 2021, Capitol attack by his supporters. 
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• News tips and comments on our coverage
- Call Executive Editor Don Wilkins 270-
691-7299.
• Photo ideas - Call 270-691-7205.
• Photo reprints - available online.
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