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What to know about the Epstein files

BY MICHAEL R. SISAK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — The
clock is ticking for the
U.S. government to open
up its files on Jeffrey
Epstein.

After months of ran-
cor and recriminations,
Congress has passed and
President Donald Trump
has signed legislation
compelling the Justice
Department to give the
public everything it has
on Epstein — and it has
to be done before Christ-
mas.

On Tuesday, a federal
judge said the depart-
ment could release grand
jury transcripts and other
documents from the sex
trafficking case brought
against Ghislaine Max-
well, Epstein’s former
girlfriend. Judge Paul A.
Engelmayer had previ-
ously rejected the Justice
Department’s unsealing
requests before the trans-
parency law was passed.
In Tuesday’s ruling, he
cautioned that people
shouldn’t expect to learn
much new information
from the records, say-
ing they “do not reveal
any heretofore unknown
means or methods of
Epstein’s or Maxwell’s
crimes.”

Last week, a different
federal judge gave the
department permission
to release transcripts of a
grand jury investigation
into Epstein’s abuse of
underage girls in Florida.

While there’s sure to
be never-before-seen
material in the thou-
sands of pages likely to
be released in the Flori-
da transcripts and other
Epstein-related records,
a lot has already been

made public, including
by Congress and through
litigation.

And don’t expect a
“client list” of famous
men who cavorted with
Epstein. Though such
a list has long been
rumored, the Justice
Department said in July
that it doesn’t exist.

Here’s a look at what's
expected to be made
public, what isn’t, and a
refresher on how we got
to this point:

WHO IS JEFFREY
EPSTEIN?

Epstein was a million-
aire money manager
known for socializing
with celebrities, politi-
cians, billionaires and
the academic elite who
was accused of sexually
abusing underage girls.

His relationships with
powerful men, including
Trump, former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton and the
former British prince
Andrew Mountbat-
ten-Windsor, have been
the subject of endless
fascination and specu-
lation. Neither Trump
nor Clinton has been
accused of wrongdo-
ing. Andrew has denied
abusing anyone.

Police in Palm Beach,
Florida, began investi-
gating Epstein in 2005
after he was accused of
paying a 14-year-old girl
for sex. The FBI then
joined the investiga-
tion, but Epstein made
a secret deal with the
U.S. attorney in Florida
to avoid federal charges,
enabling him to plead
guilty in 2008 to a rela-
tively minor state-level
prostitution charge. He
served 13 months in a

jail work-release pro-
gram.

In 2019, during
Trump’s first term, Man-
hattan federal prosecu-
tors revived the case and
charged Epstein with
sex trafficking, alleging
he sexually abused doz-
ens of girls. He killed
himself in jail a month
after his arrest.

In 2021, a federal jury
in Manhattan convicted
Epstein’s longtime con-
fidante and former girl-
friend Ghislaine Max-
well of sex trafficking
for helping recruit some
of his underage victims.
She is serving a 20-year
prison sentence.

What’s in the Justice
Department’s Epstein
files?

Records related to the
aborted Florida investi-
gation, the Manhattan
investigations, and any-
thing else the Justice
Department did to exam-
ine Epstein’s dealings in

the time in between.

They could include
notes and reports writ-
ten by FBI agents; tran-
scripts of witness inter-
views, photographs, vid-
eos and other evidence;
Epstein’s autopsy report;
and some material that
may already be public,
such as flight logs and
travel records.

The law, dubbed the
Epstein Files Trans-
parency Act, mandates
the Justice Department
to release all unclas-
sified documents and
investigative materials,
including files relating
to immunity deals and
internal communications
about whom to charge
or investigate.

The transcripts that
will be released after Fri-
day’s ruling by a Florida
federal judge could shed
more light on federal
prosecutors’ decision not
to go forward with their
case from two decades
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A World Without Exploitation projection is seen on the wall of the National Gallery
of Art calling on Congress to vote yes on the Epstein Files Transparency Act in
Washington on Nov. 17.

ago. It’s not known when
the transcripts will be
made public.

WHAT ISN'T
AUTHORIZED
FOR RELEASE

UNDERTHE LAW?

Anything containing a
victim’s personally iden-
tifiable information.

The law allows the
Justice Department
to withhold or redact
records that, if made
public, would constitute
“a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal pri-
vacy.” It also bars the
release of any materi-
als depicting the sexu-
al abuse of children, or
images of death, physi-
cal abuse, or injury.

That means that if vid-
eos or photos exist of
Epstein or anyone else
sexually abusing under-
age girls, they can’t be
made public.

However, the law
also makes clear that

no records shall be
withheld or redacted —
meaning certain parts
are blacked out — sole-
ly because their release
would cause embarrass-
ment or reputational
harm to any public fig-
ure, government official
or foreign dignitary.

WHEN WILL THE
FILES BE AVAILABLE
TO THE PUBLIC?

The legislation
requires the Justice
Department to make
the documents public in
a searchable and down-
loadable format within 30
days of Trump signing it
into law. That means no
later than Dec. 19.

However, the law
also allows the Justice
Department to withhold
files that it says could
jeopardize an active fed-
eral investigation. That’s
also longstanding Justice
Department policy. Files
can also be withheld if
they’re found to be clas-
sified or if they pertain
to national defense or
foreign policy.

While investigations
into Epstein and Max-
well are long over, Attor-
ney General Pam Bondi
last week ordered a top
federal prosecutor to
lead an investigation
into people who knew
Epstein and some of
Trump’s political foes,
including Clinton.

That investigation,
taken up at Trump’s urg-
ing despite the Justice
Department previously
finding no evidence to
support such a probe,
could give the govern-
ment grounds to tempo-
rarily withhold at least
some of the material.
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The Industrial Authority will
have a regular board meeting
at 8:30 A.M. Thursday, Dec. 11
by Zoom.

BATHROOM REMODEL
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-770-0957

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/31/25.) Call 1-866-837-5986
Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-888-302-4539
BUSINESS SPACE FOR RENT
Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large of-
fice areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located 2
mile from 1-64 Lawrenceburg
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas,
utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.
BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-844-440-0399
BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
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Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
888-340-6138

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying for
your service, call now for a free
quote and see how much you
can save! 1-877-548-7494

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get your
first three months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982

DEBT HELP

Inflation is at 40year highs. In-
terest rates are way up. Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how
to pay off your debt for signific-
antly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602

Struggling with debt? If you
have over $15,000 in debt we
help you be debt free in as little
as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-
0268

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! Call
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Veteran Car Donations at 1-
833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-
485-3141.

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-877-581-3053
today!

FOOD SERVICE

When you want the best, you
want Omaha Steaks! 100%
guaranteed and delivered to
your door! Our Butcher's De-
luxe Package comes with 8
FREE Omaha Steaks Smash
Burgers ONLY $89.99. Call 1-
888-256-0067 and mention
code 79797FDK or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe2696

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 888-982-0374

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-329-
2415 to schedule a FREE in-
spection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details.
SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into an
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
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SAVE $350 today! 1-866-348-
8793

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial — steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off install-
ation + Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health work-
ers & 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-688-8576 today to
schedule a free quote. It’s not
just a generator. It's a power
move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
#6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-833-974-4780
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407
WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speed-
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master. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6058
WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation,
Production, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free Au-
thor's Guide 1-855-209-2951 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

0600 REAL ESTATE FOR
RENT

1-2-3-4
Bedroom
Apartments

central hea
(270) 365-5
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SALE

Plaza Storage, 1102 Paris Rd,
Ste 1A, Mayfield, KY 42066 will
conduct a public auction on
Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 4 p.m.
Personal property stored in Unit
#307 will be sold on-site to sat-
isfy the owner's lien. Iltems in-
clude mattress, fishing rods and
more.
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Mikes mart, Inc. d/b/a Mikes
mart 1 hereby declares its in-
tention(s) to apply for a to-
bacco, nicotine, or vapor
product license no later than
12/30/2025. The licensed
premises will be located at
109 Pryor st, Mayfield, Ken-
tucky, 42066.

The owner and president is
Mukesh Patel,1010 W 3rd st,
Fulton, Kentucky, 42041 . Any
person, association, corpora-
tion, or body politic may
protest the granting of the li-
cense by writing the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage
Control Street, Frankfort, Ken-
tucky, 40601, within thirty (30)
days of the date of legal pub-
lication.
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Jay Chehar, Inc. d/b/a A to Z
wine & spirits hereby declares
its intention(s) to apply for a
tobacco, nicotine, or vapor
product license no later than
12/30/2025. The licensed
premises will be located at
723 E Broadway ste A, May-
field, Kentucky, 42066.

The owner and president is
Umesh Patel, 4327 champion
rd Naperville, lllinois, 60564.
Any person, association, cor-
poration, or body politic may
protest the granting of the Ii-
cense by writing the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage
Control Street, Frankfort, Ken-
tucky, 40601, within thirty (30)
days of the date of legal pub-
lication.

Mikes mart, Inc. d/b/a Mikes
mart 2 hereby declares its in-
tention(s) to apply for a to-
bacco, nicotine, or vapor
product license no later than
12/30/2025. The licensed
premises will be located at
1201 Paris rd, Mayfield, Ken-
tucky, 42066.

The owner and president is
Mukesh Patel,1010 W 3rd st,
Fulton, Kentucky, 42041 . Any
person, association, corpora-
tion, or body politic may
protest the granting of the li-
cense by writing the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage
Control Street, Frankfort, Ken-
tucky, 40601, within thirty (30)
days of the date of legal pub-
lication.
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