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Paducah police honor fallen officer’s legacy

Police chief recalls Hudson’s
service, leadership, dedication

BY BEN OVERBY
NEWS@MAYFIELD-
MESSENGER.COM

The Paducah Police
Department held a news
conference Friday Aug.
15 to acknowledge and
mourn the passing of Sgt.
Ryan Hudson.

Hudson’s family, fellow
officers, public officials
and community mem-
bers gathered at the
Paducah Police Depart-
ment, where Police Chief
Brian Laird delivered a
statement about his death
— and his life and lega-
cy. Hudson, 32, began his
tenure at the department
in February of 2015, Laird
said.

“Ryan had an out-
standing career,” Laird
said. “Having started as
a patrol officer, he quick-
ly began sharing his tal-
ents as a D.ARE instruc-
tor in our elementary
schools, as a member of
our SWAT. team and as
a training officer. Ryan
also dedicated his time to
being a member of our
honor guard, something
he was very passionate
about, often assisting with
funerals for fallen offi-
cers. For the past several
years, Ryan has diligently
served this community as
a detective, and in May of
this year, he was promot-
ed to sergeant.”

Laird said Hudson was
a fast learner and a natu-
ral fit for the role of ser-
geant, and that his leader-
ship capability was never
more evident than in his
work as a supervisor
overseeing the immedi-
ate response to the Aug. 9
shooting in the 900 block
of Boyd Street. Laird said
Hudson helped guide
fellow officers through a
chaotic, stressful scene,
and the shooting weighed
heavily on him.

“Hudson took this trag-
edy deeply personal, and
in the hours that followed,
he began to not feel well,”
Laird said. “Despite not
feeling good, Ryan did
not want to let his broth-
ers and sisters down.
He did his duty, and he
came to work putting
service above self, just
as he always did. By the
end of his Saturday night
shift, Ryan became too
ill to continue working
and went home early. His
condition worsened, and
he was admitted to the
hospital Monday morn-
ing. Despite the efforts
of numerous medical pro-
fessionals, Ryan passed
away Tuesday evening.”

Laird said it was since
determined that Hudson
had an underlying car-
diac condition that was
triggered by the stress of
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Sgt. Ryan Hudson'’s policer car is parked across from
the Paducah Police Department as a memorial.
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“Ryan was a tremendous presence in our region, and
there’s no doubt he is leaving a lasting impact,” Police
Chief Brian Laird said. “This is a loss that will be felt for-
ever.’

responding to the shoot-
ing. Because of that, Hud-
son’s passing is being
classified as a line of duty
death through the Public
Safety Officers’ Benefits
program.

“We’ve been in con-
stant contact with Ryan’s
family since he was first
taken to the hospital,
providing assistance in

any way we could and to
honor their wishes during
this difficult time,” Laird
said. “Many of you are
already asking us, ‘How
can we help?” The depart-
ment has an employee
support fund that helps
employees and their fam-
ily through times of cri-
sis. An account has been
created specifically for

Alleged Kentucky license

Whistleblower: Immigrants illegally
obtained IDs by paying $200

BY LIAM NIEMEYER |
KENTUCKY LANTERN

Kentucky’s Democrat-
ic Gov. Andy Beshear
and Republican Attor-
ney General Russell
Coleman say investiga-
tors have been looking
into a whistleblower’s
allegations that immi-
grants paid temporary
contract workers to ille-
gally obtain state driver’s
licenses.

Louisville TV station
WDRB reported Mon-
day a former clerk at a
Kentucky driver’s licens-
ing office said co-work-
ers sold, for $200 each,
state driver’s licenses to
immigrants who couldn’t
legally obtain them
because they are in the
country without permis-
sion. The whistleblow-
er, Melissa Moorman,
worked at Louisville’s
Nia licensing office
through the staffing
agency Quantam Solu-
tions.

Moorman told the TV
station she was fired
when she reported the
scheme to the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet
(KYTC). She filed a law-
suit against the cabinet
and Quantam Solutions
in April.

Beshear in a Wednes-
day press conference
told reporters the cab-
inet regularly reviews
driver’s licensing cre-
dential applications and
had revoked 1,985 cre-
dentials for irregulari-
ties.

“KYTC immediately
contacted law enforce-
ment who are engaged
in a criminal investiga-
tion, and it includes
multiple offices that are
both state and feder-
al,” Beshear said. “The
revoked credentials, if
used, would not work
at an airport, would be
flagged if pulled over
at a traffic stop. We are
committed to getting all
of the facts and holding
anybody who violated
the law accountable.”

Beshear said all
employees involved

fraud under investigation

had been hired through
a “temp agency and
have been terminated.”
When asked if Moorman
was fired by the staff-
ing agency Quantam

Solutions or the cab-
inet after reporting
the scheme, Beshear
said he didn’t have that
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Help Tell Our Community’s Stories - Join Our News Team!

Are you passionate about your hometown? Do you love to write, dig into
local issues, and celebrate the people who make our community special?
The Mayfield Messenger/The Paducah Sun is looking for a
Community Newspaper Reporters who wants to make a difference
right here where we live. Whether you’re a seasoned journalist or someone
with a natural curiosity and a way with words, we want to hear from you.

What You’ll Do:

e Cover local events, city council meetings, school happenings,

and community milestones.
e Write clear, accurate, and engaging stories that matter to your neighbors.
¢ Find and tell the untold stories of our area — from everyday heroes to

hidden gems.

e Take photos, gather quotes, and bring stories to life online and in print.

What We’re Looking For:

e A strong connection to our community — you live here, work here,
and care about what happens here.

e Excellent writing and communication skKills.

* A curious mind and a commitment to accuracy and fairness.

e Some reporting or writing experience is helpful but not required —
we can help the right person grow.

Bonus Points For:

* Photography or video skills.
e Familiarity with social media.
e Ability to meet deadlines and juggle a few stories at once.
Why This Job Matters:
Local news is more than headlines — it’s the heartbeat of our community.
Your work will help inform your neighbors, hold leaders accountable, and
uplift voices that deserve to be heard.

This Is:

e A full-time opportunity (flexible for the right candidate).
* A chance to build your writing portfolio and make a real impact.
e A job that’s different every day — and always meaningful.

To be considered please forward a complete resume,
examples of your work and a cover letter explaining why
your are right for this job to Perry Boxx, Executive Editor-
News Director, pboxx@paducahsun.com.

Paxton Media Group LLG is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate

on the hasis of race, religion, color,

sex, age, national origin or disability.
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A memorial photo shows Paducah Police Sgt. Ryan
Hudson, who died on Tuesday, Aug. 12.

the Hudson family, and
there are several ways
to donate. That informa-
tion will be shared on our
social media accounts
and all donations will go
directly to Ryan’s wife and
his children.”

Hudson’s Patrol car
is parked across from
the Paducah City Police
Department, and Laird
encouraged community
members to visit the vehi-
cle in remembrance of his
life and legacy. A visita-
tion service will be held
at Paducah Tilghman
High School from 5 p.m.
to 8 p.m. on Friday, Aug.
22. His funeral will be
held Saturday, Aug. 23, at
Heartland Church. Laird
said the public may arrive
beginning at 10 a.m., and
the service will start at

11 a.m. Hudson’s entomb-
ment will follow at Maple-
lawn Park Cemetery and
Mausoleum.

“Sharing this type of
information is something
that a chief never wants
to do, but we know in this
line of work, it's a very
real possibility,” Laird
said. “It came as a shock
to all of us, and this past
week has been difficult
for our community and
our police department.
Ryan was a tremendous
presence in our region,
and there’s no doubt he
is leaving a lasting impact.
This is a loss that will be
felt forever. I ask that you
please keep the Hudson
family and our Paducah
Police family in your
prayers.”
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS:
BEEN MADE BY THE GRAVES DISTRICT COURT AS FOLLOWS:

EMILY WARD BUZANIS
CIRCUIT COURT CLERK

1102 PARIS ROAD, GRAVES CIRCUIT COURT

MAYFIELD, KY 42066
FIDUCIARY APPOINTMENTS HAVE

DEANA ROGERS, 795 PRITCHETT ROAD,
MAYFIELD, KY 42066 EXECUTRIX FOR THE
ESTATE OF ROBERT HOENIG, 2250 ALUMS
ROAD, WINGO, KY 42088, ATTY. HON. MORGAN
WIGGINS, P.O. BOX 708, MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

ISAAC COMTE, 157 CREEKSIDE DRIVE,
MAYFIELD, KY 42066 EXECUTOR FOR THE
ESTATE OF EDITH COMTE, 2701 ST. RT. 80 W
MAYFIELD, KY 42066, ATTY. HON. MORGAN
WIGGI NS, P.0. BOX 708, MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

RICHARD D'AVIGNON, 522 FOX ROAD,
MAYFIELD, KY 42066 EXECUTOR FOR THE
ESTATE OF MARIAN PADGETT, 1006 HOPEWELL
ROAD, MAYFIELD, KY 42066, ATTY. HON.
NICHOLAS THOMAS, 317 S 9Ttl STREET
MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

JACK CLIFFORD, 187 SMITHS LANE, MAYFIELD,
KY 42066 EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE
OF VERLA CLIFFORD, 187 SMITHS LANE
MAYFIELD, KY 42066, ATTY. HON. GERALD
BELL, 1304-B CHESTNUT STREET MURRAY, KY
42071.

ZACHARY HAGUE, 15570 IRONCREST DRIVE
NW HARVEST, AL 35749, AND SEPHANIE DUCK,
811 OAKS ROAD, PADUCHA, KY 42003, CO-
EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF NORMAN
LAWRENCE, 2207 ST. RT. 301 MAYFIELD, KY
42066, ATTY. HON. JOE H. KIMMEL III, 1249
BROADWAY, PADUCAH, KY 42001.

JOEL CRIDER, 231 CREASON ROAD MELBER, KY
42069, EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF RONALD
1VY, 1173 ST. RT. 303 MAYFIELD, KY 42066, ATTY.
HON. DAVID HARGROVE, 310 SOUTH tOT11
STREET, P.O. BOX 315 MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

AMANDA MILLER, 320 SUSAN LANE PADUCAH,
KY 42003, AND ELIZABETH HENDRICKS,
210 ERWIN DRIVE, MAYFIELD, KY 42066
ADMINISTRATRIX FOR THE ESTATE OF
GILLIAN ROGERS, 1027 WEDA CIRCLE,
MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

JARED PARHAM, 1332 ST. RT. 303 MAYFIELD, KY
42066, EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF NANCY
LACEWELL, 3453 CENTRAL ROAD MAYFIELD,
KY 42066.

ALLEN NEWSOME, 19 SHERATON WAY SE
MABLETON, GA30126, EXECUTOR FOR THE
ESTATE OF .JACQUILINE NEWSOME, 1549 GOLO
ROAD MAYFIELD, KY 42066.

DENNIS COLE, 1513 ST. RT. 1684 BOAZ, KY 42027,
EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF VIDA COLE,
9651 ST. RT. 131 HICKORY, KY 42051 , ATTY.
HON. MAKAYLA O'NEILL SKINNER, 112 EAST
WALNUT ST. MAYFIELD, KYK 42066.

DAVID CRUTCHFIELD, 1020 WHITE OAK ROAD,
STAMPING GROUND KY 40379, EXECUTOR FOR
THE ESTATE OF DAVID GILBERT, 616 STEWART
ROAD 'WINGO, KY 42088, ATTY. HON. BARTON
ROGERS, 250 W MAIN STREET, SUITE 2800
LEXINGTON, K Y40507.

TERRIL E. WILLIAMS, 570 WOODSON ROAD,
WINGO, KY 42088, EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE
OF JAMES WILLIAMS, 9005 ST. RT. 45 SOUTH
WINGO, KY 42088.

JODY THOMPSON, 226 GARDEN CITY DRIVE,
MONROEVILLE, PA 15146, AND LISA .JACKSON,
208 CHARLEMMA DRJVE PITTSBURGH, PA
15214, CO-EXECUTORS FOR THE ESTATE OF
LINDA THOMPSON, 210 TERRACE DRIVE,
MAYFIELD, KY 42066. ATTY. HON. WHITNEY
RILEY, 1634 BROADWAY, PADUCAH, KY 42001.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE FIDUCIARY ESTATES
HAVE FILED PERIODIC SETTLEMENTS.
MAY BE REVIEWED IN THE CLERKS OFFICE. ANY PERSONS
DESIRING TO FILE EXCEPTIONS TO A PERIODIC SETTLEMENT
MUST 00 SO WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT IN
ACCORDANCE\VITH THE KENTUCKY REVISED STATUTES.

THE SETTLEMENTS

R. DAVIS HOWE, TRUSTEE FOR THE ESTATE OF JANE C. HOWE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE FOLLOWING
FIDUCIARY ESTATES
THE SETTLEMENTS MAY BE REVIEWED IN THE CLERKS
OFFICE. ANY PERSONS DESIRING TO FILE EXCEPTIONS TO A
FINAL SETTLEMENT MUST DO SO WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THIS
ADVERTISEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE KENTUCKY
REVISED STATUTES.

HAVE FILED FINAL SETTLEMENTS.

JEREMY DUBLIN, EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF JEFFREY
DUBLIN, ATTY. HON. JACOB CADDAS.

JEREMY DUBLIN, EXECUTOR FOR THE ESTATE OF BEVERLY
DUBLIN, ATTY. HON. JACOB CADDAS.

JASMINE BLOCKER, GUARDIAN FOR THE ESTATE OF ANGEL
PERKINS, A MINOR.



