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KGS director leads push for weather resilience

BY ERIN WICKEY | UK NEWS

LEXINGTON — When
Michael McGlue, Ph.D., took
the helm of the Kentucky
Geological Survey (KGS) last
fall, he took on a key role at a
pivotal time as Kentucky faces
increasingly extreme weather.

“Kentucky really is a par-
adise for geologists,” said
McGlue, Alumni Endowed
Professor and KGS direc-
tor. “There are so many dif-
ferent aspects to the natural
environment here that are
fascinating. When I took over
as director of the 14th Ken-
tucky Geological Survey, a
big motivation for me was to
push hard on helping the state
become more resilient to nat-
ural hazards.”

McGlue is leading a bold
initiative focused on hazard
preparedness, geoscience
education and workforce
development. At the heart of
that agenda is the CLIMBS
project, a major initiative fund-
ed by the National Science
Foundation, uniting multi-
ple Kentucky universities to
prepare communities for the
intensifying impacts of evolv-
ing weather patterns.

“Ultimately, we want our
people to be healthy and safe.
We want our infrastructure
to be strong,” McGlue said.
“And so, we need to prepare

for extreme weather events
that might trigger floods and
landslides.”

The CLIMBS project goes
beyond modeling environ-
mental threats — it’s prepar-
ing students and communi-
ties. With funding for educa-
tional outreach and student
training, McGlue sees the
initiative as an important step
toward strengthening Ken-
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Mike McGlue is guiding the Kentucky Geological Survey’s work on hazard preparedness, geoscience
education and workforce development.

tucky’s geoscience workforce.

“We really need to develop
a workforce that has skills in
the geosciences,” McGlue
said. “That’s something that’s,
at the moment, lacking in
the state. We really need it to
build our workforce moving
into the future, to be climate
and hazard ready.”

McGlue, a field scientist by
background, brings that same

philosophy into the classroom
and lab.

“I think it’s really import-
ant for students to get out in
nature and make observa-
tions,” McGlue said. “I want
them to understand the world
that surrounds them, ask
good questions and critically
think through how to solve
problems.”

Students can also engage

in projects under the mentor-
ship of seasoned geologists
through programs like the
Paul Edwin Potter Internship
at KGS. The program pro-
vides Kentucky university stu-
dents interested in geoscience
and adjacent research areas
like geography, public health,
data science and engineering
the opportunity to get real-
world experience and engage
in a hands-on research proj-
ect.

KGS also improves pub-
lic access to geological data
through its user-friendly web-
site with interactive maps and
resources for researchers,
educators, industry and the
general public. KGS research-
ers are actively engaged in
projects that touch energy,
water resources, natural haz-
ards, karst, geohealth and
more. KGS data are accessi-
ble and freely available to all
stakeholders.

This material is based upon
work supported by the U.S.
National Science Foundation
under Cooperative Agreement
No. 2344533 and 1849213.

Any opinions, findings, and
conclusions or recommendations
expressed in this material are
those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
U.S. National Science Foundation.

Request to restore $10.6M in aid to KY schools denied

Education commissioner:
State will keep pushing to
get money released

BY MCKENNA HORSLEY
KENTUCKY LANTERN

The U.S. Department
of Education denied a
$10.6 million request
to extend COVID relief
funding submitted by
the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education on
behalf of school dis-
tricts for nine projects.

However, the federal
department did extend
COVID relief funding
for two Boone Coun-
ty projects amounting
to about $44,000. That
includes $26,000 for
an interactive online
learning platform and
another project to fund
a year of Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library.

School districts and
states previously had
until March of 2026 to
spend COVID-19 relief
funds that had been
approved. However, in
a March 28 letter, U.S.
Secretary of Education
Linda McMahon told
state education depart-
ments that the federal
government was imme-
diately halting nearly
83 billion in relief fund
reimbursements.

McMahon wrote in
her letter that the U.S.
Education Department
would consider extend-
ing the pandemic relief
money on a case-by-
case basis.

Altogether, Kentucky
was hoping to preserve
$38 million in expect-
ed federal funding for
projects and services
in local districts and
$18 million for the
Kentucky Department
of Education (KDE).
The state has not yet
received a federal deci-
sion on the rest of the
projects it submitted
for reconsideration, a
KDE spokesperson
said.

Kentucky earlier
this month had asked
the U.S. Department
of Education (USED)
to approve a deadline
extension for Kentucky
school districts to use
the COVID relief funds
for planned projects
that would be in jeopar-
dy without the dollars.

Some have signed con-
tracts or incurred other
obligations and must
now re-examine their
district budgets.

Kentucky Education
Commissioner Robbie
Fletcher expressed
disappointment at the
decision and said the
state would appeal it.
“We expect the federal
government to honor
its promises to states
and to our students,”
he said.

“While I am pleased
that USED will allow
for Boone County to
continue spending
money on these two
projects that were pre-
viously approved by the
department last year, it
is unfortunate that Ken-
tucky has been denied
more than $10 million
— so far — to provide
resources and improve
the learning environ-
ment of our students,”
Fletcher said in a Tues-
day press release.

“While we hope for
more good news in
the coming days, we
stand ready to appeal
the projects that have
been denied,” he con-
tinued. “We will con-
tinue to fight for the
resources our schools
and districts have been
promised by USED to
continue their mission
of providing the best
education possible to
Kentucky’s students.”

The KDE request
that was denied includ-
ed projects for school
districts in Boone
County, Christian
County, Clinton Coun-
ty, Covington Indepen-
dent, Jefferson Coun-
ty and Knox Coun-
ty. Christian County
Public Schools had
the most projects in
the request — five —
including about $7.9
million to construct a
new high school.

A spokesperson for
the Christian County
schools said in a state-
ment that it will con-
tinue to focus on its
mission to “provide a
high-quality education
and celebrate student
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U.S. Education Secretary Linda McMahon notified
schools in March that the government was moving up
the deadline for spending pandemic relief money.
Some Kentucky school districts had already commit-
ted the funding to projects and services. In this May 21
photo, McMahon testifies before a House Committee
on Appropriations subcommittee budget hearing on
the US Department of Education on Capitol Hill.

success” and work with
legislators “to advocate
for the return of these
funds to support the
construction of the new
Christian County High
School.”

“Our focus, as
always, is on support-
ing our students and
staff,” the statement
said. “At this time, we
are especially com-
mitted to celebrating
the accomplishments
of our seniors as they
prepare for graduation
and the next chapter of

their lives.”

Jefferson County
Public Schools, the
state’s largest school
district, requested
about $340,000 to pro-
vide students experi-
encing homelessness
with wraparound ser-
vices.

Mark Hebert, a
spokesperson for JCPS,
said in an email that
the district is “disap-
pointed that the U.S.
government is cutting
funds that support the
needs of our extreme-
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Kentucky Education Commissioner Robbie Fletcher is
shown.

ly fragile homeless
student population.”
The school district had
signed a grant contract
with the federal gov-
ernment and was using
the funding for:

e (Case management
services for students
who are homeless.

e Food and hygiene
items for students who
are homeless.

e Emergency short-
term, or under five
days, hotel vouchers
for families in danger-
ous situations without

shelter.

e Transportation to
ensure students who
are homeless have
stable schooling even
when their families
move from place to
place.

e Extended learn-
ing opportunities for
unhoused students.

This article was originally
published by the Kentucky
Lantern, a nonprofit
news site covering state
government and politics, at
kentuckylantern.com.
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H u G H E s Sl Build Yo Qun Bundlel mix & maTcH!
M:y 27h (Packaging to portion size & freezer wrapped FREE)
MARKET & MEAT I\:I "°“'391 @ No more than one of each item- Price/Qty subject to change.
PnocESSING I“c- ay 1/2 Unit Whole Unit
CLOSED SUNDAY o
. 6 Lb. 12 Lb.  Ground Chuck (1 Lb. Packs)
8705 Ogden Landing Rd. e .
Yes! We have [ERSREeN 10 Lb.  Chopped Sirloin Patties
West Paducah, KY 42086 10 f Patti
270-488-3556 GIFT CARDS! JESYNsH Lb.  Beef Patties
4 Lh. 8 Lh. Arm Roast Pch 6 FOR
WE ACCEPT EBT & ILLINOIS LINKS 2.51lb. 5Lb. Round Steak 27
Visit Us at: www.hughesmarket.com 2Llb. 4Llb.  T-Bone Steaks
2 Lb. 4 Lb. New York Strip Steaks
PRICES AND QUANTITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. —
All our bundles are cut fresh daily and vacuum packed. g.beb. ?é_llj_b gone:ess Eka(I:rrI]om Steaks
No need to pre-order. Just come in and tell us the ' - DONeless rork Lhops
bundle you want and we will have you on yourway. ~ 6Lb. ~ 121Lb.  Center Cut Pork Chops
No waiting, as we cut 50 or more bundles daily. 10 Lb. 20 Lb. Mixed Cut Chops
12 Lb. 24 Lb. First Cut Pork Chops
MINI B“NDLE 5Lb.  10Lb. Ozark Pride Ham
{A}(XJ(/L 8 Lh. 16 Lb  Boneless Pork Loin Roast
9 Lb. 18 Lb.  Pork Steak or Pork Roast
14 to 16 oz. USDA Choice or Better 9Llb.  18Lb. Pork Cutlets or Pork Patties
New York Strip Steaks 10 Lb. 20 Lb. Country Style Ribs
451b. 9Lb. Platter Sliced Bacon
11b. | 81% Lean Ground Beef 751lb. 15Llb. Pork Sausage
(Frozen) 2.5Lb. 5Llb.  Minute Steaks
10 Lb. 20 Lb. Whole Fryers or 8-pc Cut-Up Fryers
21b. | Center Cut Pork Chops 20Lb. 40Lb. Chicken Leg Quarters (4 PK)
2 Ib. | Ozark Pride Mix Cut Ham Slices 5 Lb. 10 Lb.  Breaded Chicken Strips (5 Lb. Pk)
) ) 5 Lb. 10 Lb.  Breaded Chicken Patties
21b. | Boneless, Skinless Chicken Breast 5Lb.  10Lb. Ozark Pride Deli Sliced Ham (1 Lb. Pk.)
All our meat products that are freezer wrapped come with a 2-year guarantee not to freezer burn!
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