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FRANKFOR T — Ken -
tucky’s first pediatric death 
from influenza was announced 
Friday after noon by the 
Department for Public Health. 
The child had not received 
this season’s flu vaccine, the 
department said.

“Influenza is on the rise 
across Kentucky,” said Dr. 
Steven Stack, commissioner 
of the Department for Public 
Health. “Unfortunately, virus-
es like influenza and COVID-
19 are serious diseases that 
can be deadly to some people, 
including children. Vaccina-
tion is the best way to prevent 
severe illness and death.”

Kentucky also reported its 
first COVID-19 pediatric death 
of the 2024-2025 respiratory 
virus season last month. Hos-
pitalizations and emergency 
department visits related to 
influenza are increasing in 
Kentucky. The most current 
data on respiratory virus activ-
ity in Kentucky is available 
online here.

Though most influenza and 
COVID-19 infections result 
in mild illness, serious symp-
toms such as difficulty or fast 
breathing, seizures, bluish lips 
or face, high fever (above 104 
degrees), fever or cough that 
improves but then comes back 
or gets worse, dehydration 
(e.g., reduced urine output, dry 
mouth, no tears when crying) 
or worsening of other medi-
cal conditions require medical 
attention. Antiviral treatment 
of influenza and COVID-19 are 
also recommended for some 
individuals to reduce the sever-
ity of illness.

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention rec-
ommends everyone 6 months 
of age and older get the annu-
al flu and COVID-19 vaccine, 

especially children under 5 or 
anyone with a high-risk medical 
condition.

Influenza vaccination rates 
have been declining in recent 
years. Less than 17% of Ken-
tucky children have received a 
flu vaccine this season, and just 
2% have received an updated 
COVID-19 vaccine.

“It is important for people 
who have not been vaccinated 
this season to get their updat-
ed influenza and COVID-19 
vaccines as soon as possible, 
along with other recommended 
immunizations, to protect them-
selves and others,” Stack noted.

Widespread flu and respira-
tory virus outbreaks have led 
to schools closing or using 
non-traditional instruction days 
statewide.

Flu and COVID-19 vaccines 
are widely available in health 
care provider offices and phar-
macies, and both can be admin-
istered at the same time. Most 
can receive both vaccines for 
free. To find flu or COVID-19 
vaccine locations, visit vaccines.
gov.

Health officials also encour-
age good health habits to pre-
vent transmission of flu and 
other respirator y illnesses. 
These include washing hands 
often with soap and warm 
water, covering coughs and 
sneezes and staying at home 
from work or school when 
sick.
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The Kentucky Department 

of Fish and Wildlife Resourc-
es is tracking avian influen-
za cases in wild birds and 
mammals, with positive test 
results reported in 10 coun-
ties since October.

A map of cases available on 
the KDFWR website shows 
regional lab preliminar y 
positive bird flu test results 
have been reported in Bal-
lard and Fulton counties. 
Other Kentucky counties 
reporting preliminary posi-
tive tests include Henderson, 
Hopkins, Muhlenberg, Jeffer-
son, Wayne, Franklin, Kenton 
and Brown. Calloway County 
and several others across the 
state are awaiting pending 
test results as of Feb. 5, when 
the map was last updated.

The map does not specify 
how many preliminary pos-
itive test results have been 
reported in each county, but 
it does indicate that the all 
occurred among waterfowl/
wading birds. A KDFWR offi-

cial told Lexington news tele-
vision station WLEX-TV that 
the outbreak is widespread 
in birds such as ducks and 
geese.

That  of f ic ia l ,  KDFWR 
Migrator y Bird Program 
Director  John Br unjes , 
described the signs of bird 
flu in wildlife in his interview 
with WLEX-TV.

“You just know they’re 
not right,” he said. “A lot of 
the time with waterfowl and 
geese their head will be a lit-
tle droopy. They’ll sag their 
head and pop out of it. Imag-
ine a drunk goose. It will just 
be wobbly and unstable.”

According to the KDFWR 
webpage on highly-patho-
genic avian influenza, other 
symptoms include mild 
respiratory illness — includ-
ing coughing, sneezing, and 
nasal discharge. Waterfowl 
that have it may be seen 
swimming in circles. Birds 
may show signs of incoordi-
nation, lethargy, and unwill-
ingness to fly. High mortali-

ty rates are reported among 
raptors, shorebirds, and scav-
engers, but some waterfowl 
may show no signs of illness. 
KDFWR noted that cases 
have been reported in a vari-
ety of wild mammals as well.

There is no cure for bird 
flu. Infected birds spread it 
through saliva, mucus and 
feces. People can catch the 
virus if they inhale it or if 
it gets in their eyes, nose 
or mouth. No cases of per-
son-to-person transmission 
have been reported, accord-
ing to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

The public is advised not 
to touch any sick, injured or 
dead wild birds.

Anyone who sees a wild 
animal showing signs of bird 
flu or other illnesses can 
repor t it to the Kentucky 
Depar tment of Fish and 
Wildlife online at https://
tinyurl.com/yc6kjmca or 
by calling 1-800-858-1549 
between the hours of 7 a.m. 
and 3:30 p.m. CT on week-
days.
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Cases reported in Ballard and Fulton counties
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A Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources map shows counties where wild animals 
have tested positive for avian influenza.
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MARSHALL COUNTY 
— A grand jury will hear 
the case of a Calvert City, 
Kentucky, couple charged 
with the murder of their 
infant daughter following 
a preliminar y hearing 
held Monday in Marshall 
County District Court.

The hearing included 
testimony from Calvert 
City Police Officer Dylan 
Bobo, who was the first 
officer to arrive on the 
scene Jan. 17 at the 
Calvert City Apartments.

Bobo recalled receiv-
ing a call from dispatch at 
10:27 a.m. that morning 
for a baby that was bare-
ly breathing. Bobo was 
“around the corner” and 
was able to be at the apart-
ment by 10:28 a.m.

When he entered the 
home, Bobo said 20-year-
old Cheyenne Driver was 
sitting on a couch holding 
her 5-month-old daugh-
ter, Brianna Walker, and 
18-year-old Albert Walker 
was walking around with 
his hands on his head. 
Bobo described Walker as 
“distraught” and Driver as 
being “in a state of shock.”

Bobo said he saw the 
baby cough up “a brown-
ish red substance,” and he 
laid the child on the couch 
and turned her on her side 
to prevent her from chok-
ing.

The officer said when 
he asked the couple what 
happened he was told that 
Walker had tripped at the 
top of a staircase in the 
home and dropped the 
baby. Bobo said while he 
talked with the couple, 
their account of when the 

fall happened changed 
multiple times, but they 
ultimately said it happened 
around 8:30 a.m.

Emergency medical ser-
vice responders arrived 
within minutes of Bobo’s 
arrival, and the baby was 
taken to Baptist Health 
Paducah, where she was 
evaluated before she was 
transferred to Vanderbilt 
University Medical Cen-
ter in Nashville, Tennes-
see. When the Calvert 
City Police Department 
announced the charges 
against Driver and Walk-
er in January, the law 
enforcement agency said 
the baby had multiple bro-
ken bones, head injuries, 
and other bruises.

During his testimony on 
Monday, Bobo said staff 
members at Baptist Health 
Paducah told him many of 
the baby’s bruises were 
not new. Bobo contacted 
the Department for Com-
munity Based Services, 
which sent representatives 
to interview Walker and 
Driver the same day.

Bobo said he inter-
viewed Walker and Driv-
er on Jan. 21, and more 
details emerged from 
there. Investigators have 
said the baby was released 
from a neonatal intensive 
care unit in late Novem-
ber. When Bobo inter-
viewed Driver, the offi-
cer said she claimed the 
baby had been dropped 
or fallen from a bed at 
least three times between 
the time she came home 
from the NICU and Jan. 
17. However, Walker 
claimed the baby had 
been dropped or fallen 
about five times in that 
time frame.

The officer testified that 

Walker and Driver also 
admitted to having shaken 
the baby while frustrated. 
However, it was noted that 
the baby was in Walker’s 
care each time she was 
dropped or fell.

Walker and Driver were 
arrested after the Jan. 
21interviews. They were 
each charged with crimi-
nal abuse of a child age 12 
or under, failure to report 
child dependent neglect/
abuse on the first offence, 
and endangering the wel-
fare of a minor.

Bobo was informed that 
the baby had died on Jan. 
23, after which Walker and 
Driver were charged with 
murder.

Following Bobo’s tes-
timony, Driver’s attorney 
requested that the murder 
charge be dropped and 
that Driver’s bond be low-
ered on the grounds that 
the baby was allegedly in 
Walker’s care when she 
was injured.

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Dennis Foust said the 
commonwealth would not 
oppose a lower bond, pro-
vided the defendants were 
not around children.

Marshall County Dis-
trict Court Judge Jack 
Telle said that, based on 
the testimony presented, 
the only bond adjustment 
the court would make 
would be an increase, but 
that he did not believe that 
was necessary because 
neither Walker nor Driver 
had managed to pay their 
current bonds.

The case was bound 
over to a grand jury. Foust 
said the grand jury is 
expected to meet March 
6, and an arraignment 
could be expected around 
March 25.

Calvert City infant murder case heads to grand jury
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Albert Walker and Cheyenne Driver appeared in Marshall County District Court on 
Feb. 10, for a preliminary hearing. The two are charged with murder in the death of 
their 5-month-old daughter, Breanna.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Housing Authority of Mayfield
hereby provides the following notice:

Public Hearing FY 2024 Annual Plan, Sale of Lots
Tuesday April 3, 2025, at 10:00 am

Housing Authority of Mayfield Housing Authority
312 Brookside Drive
Mayfield, KY 42066

The public hearing will be held for the purpose of receiving comments
on the agency’s Annual Plan and the sale of lots on South 2nd St.
The Annual Plan will be available for review for a 45-day public
comment period from February 17, 2025 - March 31, 2025, at the
above address and on the website at www.mayfieldhousing.com

Any person wishing to comment on the Authority’s Annual Plan or the
sale of lots on South 2nd St. may file his or her written comments with
the Executive Director no later than 5:00 PM April 2, 2025. Email to
greg.vaughn@mayfieldhousing.org or call 270-247-6391 ext. 228.
All comments will be considered in preparing the final plan or Sale
of lots on South 2nd St. before submittal to the U.S. Department of

Housing and Urban Development.

Reasonable Accommodation: The Housing Authority of Mayfield will
provide reasonable accommodations under its program rules, policies,
practices or services when such accommodation will permit a person
with disabilities to benefit from such accommodation.Disabled persons
are asked to notify MHA staff should an accommodation be required.


