
See PLAN, Page 3

See FUNDS , Page 3

WE KEEP THEM UP HERE FOR A REASON.

STAY CLEAR OF DOWNED POWER LINES.

Helping members use electricity safely,
that’s the power of your co-op membership.

.

QUALITY
QUICK LUBE, LLC

123 Hwy. 191
West Liberty, Ky. 41472

Oil Change
Fast, Courteous Service
No Appointment Necessary

HOURS:
Monday-Thursday - 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Friday - 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday - 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Phone (606) 743-2120

NOW OFFERING
BRAKE SERVICES!

Per
Copy

$35.00 Year In County
$38.00 Year In Kentucky

$40.00 Year Outside Kentucky75¢

Advertising
Opportunity

Your Advertising 
Message and Logo 

can go here
where it is certain to 

be seen and read!

Call 743-3551 Today - Ask 
For Rick

Community newspapers couldn’t exist
were it not for the solid, concerned citizens
who attach more importance to staying in-
formed about what’s going on in their com-
munities than they do to reading about the
latest Hollywood celebrity drug bust or
Nashville scandal.

They’re from all walks of life. They’re pro-
fessional and business people, wage earners
and retirees, the solid, thrifty, taxpaying,
concerned and caring folks who comprise
the backbone of our community.

They’re the ones who want to stay abreast
of what’s going on at city hall, what deci-
sions are being made by the fiscal court, and
what projects or changes political leaders

The management and staff at The Licking Valley Courier devote long hours evry week striving
to produce a quality community newspaper and take pride in the fact that The Courier is the
publication Morgan Countians reach for first each week because they know they can rely on it for
fair, honest, impartial coverage of news about Morgan County.

Every edition of The Courier carries more local news . . . news about Morgan County’s people,
institutions, and local happenings . . . on just the top one-quarter of just one of its pages than is
carried throughout entire editions of daily newspapers and other publications that are mailed into
Morgan County.

The Courier . . . dedicated to promoting the people and the
institutions of Morgan County . . . not the interests of people
and businesses in other towns and counties . . . and at the
same time not afraid to print the news the way it happens!

and state and federal agencies may have in
mind for this county.

They’re the people who understand the
value of the money they earn, who spend
their’s wisely, and who subscribe to the prin-
ciple that if something is worth producing,
it’s worth selling, and that if it’s worth hav-
ing it’s worth paying for.

We know there are over 3,000 such fami-
lies in Morgan County. They’re the people
who buy The Licking Valley Courier every
week, who purchase a subscription and have
it mailed to their homes or buy a copy at a
local news stand and take it home for their
families to read.

That’s why Morgan Countians everywhere read
The Courier. That’s why Morgan County busi-
nesses know it Pays to Advertise in The Courier!

You Can Always Tell

When Thursday Comes

THE LICKING VALLEY COURIERTHURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2005PAGE NINE-B

  Vol. 117— No. 13   SPEAKING OF AND FOR MORGAN, THE BLUEGRASS COUNTY OF THE MOUNTAINS

West Liberty, Kentucky 41472
Thursday, June 12, 2025

Licking Valley CourierLicking Valley Courier
 (USPS 312-040)           

facebook

SONI
606-743-4472

Insurance Agency, Inc

WE CAN HELP YOU

SAVE 

We Have MANY
Companies To

Quote Your
Insurance With

The
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Morgan Schools public 
hearing on facilities 
plan slated June 19th

Morgan County Schools 
will host a Public Hearing to 
present information and gather 
feedback on the District Facili-
ties Plan on June 19th at 6 p.m. 
located at the Board of Educa-
tion: 155 University Dr., West 
Liberty, KY 41472.

 

Board of Education 
meeting slated for 
Tuesday, June 17th

The Morgan County Board 
of Education will meet 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, June 17, at the 
Board of Education office 
located 155 University Dr., 
West Liberty, KY 41472. Board 
members are expected to hold 
the first reading of the District 
Facilities Plan. All meetings are 
open to the public.

 

Schl. Dist.
Announces

Public 
Meetings

GADD
MotorMeals

•••
Fri., June 13
J.A. Oldfield

& Son
11 a.m. 

to 12 p.m.

Ky. Manufacturers’ Assn.
presents award to LION

LION CEO Steve Schwartz (center) recently accepted the Kentucky Association of 
Manufacturers’ “Coolest Thing Made in Kentucky” award for V-Force turnout gear. He 
is pictured with Judge Executive Jim Gazay and State Rep. Richard White, and repre-
sentatives of the Kentucky Association of Manufacturers and Kentucky Farm Bureau.

V-Force turnout gear manufactured in West Liberty, Hazel 
Green named “Coolest Thing Made in Kentucky” for 2025

PRESS RELEASE – Last 
week, the Kentucky Associa-
tion of Manufacturers had the 
absolute honor of presenting 
the Champion trophy to LION 
for their V-Force turnout gear, 
the well-deserved winner of 
the KAM 2025 Coolest Thing 
Made in Kentucky Tournament 
Presented by Kentucky Farm 
Bureau Insurance!

We were thrilled to visit 
all three of LION’s Kentucky 
manufacturing plants in West 
Liberty, Hazel Green, and Beat-

tyville, where we were warmly 
welcomed by the incredible 
teams behind this life-saving 
gear. It was truly humbling 
to see the passion, precision, 
and pride that go into making 
every piece of this world-class 
product right here in Kentucky.

The energy and excitement 
were incredible, especially 
when we saw the employees 
across all three plants proudly 
wearing custom-made t-shirts 
to celebrate this huge win! 

A special thank you to CEO 
Steve Schwartz and the entire 
LION team for their hospitality, 
dedication, and commitment 
to excellence. We were also 
honored to have state and local 
officials join us in recognizing 
this outstanding achievement.

Congratulations again to 
LION! Your hard work, inno-
vation, and Kentucky pride are 
what make the V-Force turnout 
gear the 2025 Coolest Thing 
Made in Kentucky!

School district planning 
cmte. approves draft of 
District Facilities Plan
Citizens express concerns about potential closure 
of middle schl.; Supt. Dr. Ralph Hamilton discusses 
enrollment issues and other factors in proposal

By Miranda M. Cantrell
The Morgan County Schools 

Local Planning Committee dur-
ing a June 5 meeting approved 
the first draft of a District Fa-
cilities Plan for the proposed 
closure of Morgan County 
Middle School.

As per the consolidation 
plan, sixth grade students 
would remain in elementary 
schools – while seventh and 
eighth grade students would be 
placed at the high school.

Should the District Facili-
ties Plan be approved by the 
school board and the Kentucky 
Department of Education, the 
above-mentioned changes 
would not occur until the 2026-
2027 school year.

The following is an account 
of the Local Planning Commit-
tee meeting and subsequent 
held on June 5:                 	

Local Planning 
Committee Meeting & 

Timeline Update
Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Ralph Hamilton moderated 
the meeting, which was at-
tended by 15 of the committee’s 
20 members:

• PRESENT – Dr. Ralph 
Hamilton, superintendent; Kel-
lie Keeton and Steve Gun-
nell, parents; Jennifer Wil-
liams, Hope Phipps, Emily 
Montgomery and Julie Lewis, 
teachers; Amber Adams, Am-
ber Standafer, Ashley Pelfrey 
and Kristen Wheeler, princi-
pals; Joseph Gamble, facilities 
director; Sarah Beth Legg, 
school district central office; 
Laken Ruth, community leader; 
and Ricky Pennington, school 
board member.

• ABSENT – Raina Helton 
and Tammi Jo Leach, parents; 
Aaron Hutchinson and Ashley 
Lykins, community leaders; 
and Leah LeMaster, local build-
ing/zoning official.

Following Dr. Hamilton’s 
call to order and the approval of 
minutes from the committee’s 
April 29 meeting, the superin-
tendent discussed the proposed 
District Facilities Plan (DFP) 
and referred to a copy of the 

document that was distributed 
to all attendees.

Teacher Jennifer Williams 
made a motion that was sec-
onded by District Facilities Di-
rector Joe Gamble to approve 
the DFP draft with recommen-
dations made by the Kentucky 
Department of Education.

Following the vote, Dr. 
Hamilton informed the audi-
ence that school board mem-
bers will hold the first reading 
of the DFP during their regular 
meeting 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
June 17, and that a public hear-
ing on the matter is scheduled 
for 6 p.m. Thursday, June 19.

Both the June 17 school 
board meeting and June 19 
public forum will be at the 
Board of Education central of-
fice located at 155 University 
Dr., adjacent to Morgan County 
Public Library.

Additionally, the superin-
tendent noted that the school 
board’s final determination 
regarding the DFP will occur 
during a special meeting that 
is yet to be scheduled at press 
time.

On a motion made by School 
Board Member Ricky Penning-
ton and seconded by Morgan 
Central Elementary School 
Principal Amber Standafer, the 
LPC meeting was adjourned 

MOVIE NIGHT
AT HORSE PARK
FRI., JUNE 13:
MINECRAFT

SEE PAGE NINE
FOR DETAILS

Kiwanis Club car 
show is slated for 
Saturday, June 14

The West Liberty Kiwanis 
Club car show will be Satur-
day, June 14, on Main Street in 
downtown West Liberty.

The event will run from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and will include 
several trophies in various 
classes.

The first 100 entries will 
receive a T-shirt and dash 
plaque  during registration from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Vehicle entry 
fee is $15. 

All makes and models are 
welcome!

There will also be a raffle 
for a 41” wide 8-drawer tool 
chest and 7-drawer rolling tool 

FRANKFORT, Ky. (June 
5, 2025) – Today, Gov. Andy 
Beshear announced more than 
$6 million to help Kentucky 
communities expand economic 
development and tourism op-
portunities through the restora-
tion of previously blighted and 
unused property.  

“This funding allows us to 
give new life to formerly aban-

doned properties with mod-
ern uses,” said Gov. Beshear. 
“Through these projects we are 
making good on our promise for 
a better, stronger new Kentucky 
home.”   

Funding awards included the 
following:

• Gateway Area Develop-
ment District – A $500,000 
Community-wide Assessment 

Grant to inventory, assess and 
conduct cleanup planning and 
community engagement activi-
ties in the cities of Salt Lick, 
Frenchburg, Mount Sterling, 
West Liberty and Morehead. 
Priority sites include a vacant 
hotel, a 6.27-acre former el-
ementary school, a train depot 
that has been vacant and unused 

Governor announces $500,000 funding 
award for Gateway Area Dev. District

Morgan Tire Center, Inc.
1592 West Main Street
West Liberty, Kentucky
Phone: 606/743-7350 Or 606/743-4663

Check With Us 
For All Your

Tire And
Mechanic

Needs!

ASE Certified Technicians
12 months, 12,000 miles warranty

on most repairs.

Morgan Tire Center, Inc.
1592 West Main Street
West Liberty, Kentucky
Phone: 606/743-7350 Or 606/743-4663

See All Our Vehicles At www.morgantirecenter.

2019 CHEVROLET TRAX
LT, AWD, CROSSOVER,

50,000 MILES
$12,90000


