
WE KEEP THEM UP HERE FOR A REASON.

STAY CLEAR OF DOWNED POWER LINES.

Helping members use electricity safely,
that’s the power of your co-op membership.

.

QUALITY
QUICK LUBE, LLC

123 Hwy. 191
West Liberty, Ky. 41472

Oil Change
Fast, Courteous Service
No Appointment Necessary

HOURS:
Monday-Thursday - 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Friday - 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday - 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Phone (606) 743-2120

NOW OFFERING
BRAKE SERVICES!

Per
Copy

$35.00 Year In County
$38.00 Year In Kentucky

$40.00 Year Outside Kentucky75¢

Advertising
Opportunity

Your Advertising 
Message and Logo 

can go here
where it is certain to 

be seen and read!

Call 743-3551 Today - Ask 
For Rick

Community newspapers couldn’t exist
were it not for the solid, concerned citizens
who attach more importance to staying in-
formed about what’s going on in their com-
munities than they do to reading about the
latest Hollywood celebrity drug bust or
Nashville scandal.

They’re from all walks of life. They’re pro-
fessional and business people, wage earners
and retirees, the solid, thrifty, taxpaying,
concerned and caring folks who comprise
the backbone of our community.

They’re the ones who want to stay abreast
of what’s going on at city hall, what deci-
sions are being made by the fiscal court, and
what projects or changes political leaders

The management and staff at The Licking Valley Courier devote long hours evry week striving
to produce a quality community newspaper and take pride in the fact that The Courier is the
publication Morgan Countians reach for first each week because they know they can rely on it for
fair, honest, impartial coverage of news about Morgan County.

Every edition of The Courier carries more local news . . . news about Morgan County’s people,
institutions, and local happenings . . . on just the top one-quarter of just one of its pages than is
carried throughout entire editions of daily newspapers and other publications that are mailed into
Morgan County.

The Courier . . . dedicated to promoting the people and the
institutions of Morgan County . . . not the interests of people
and businesses in other towns and counties . . . and at the
same time not afraid to print the news the way it happens!

and state and federal agencies may have in
mind for this county.

They’re the people who understand the
value of the money they earn, who spend
their’s wisely, and who subscribe to the prin-
ciple that if something is worth producing,
it’s worth selling, and that if it’s worth hav-
ing it’s worth paying for.

We know there are over 3,000 such fami-
lies in Morgan County. They’re the people
who buy The Licking Valley Courier every
week, who purchase a subscription and have
it mailed to their homes or buy a copy at a
local news stand and take it home for their
families to read.

That’s why Morgan Countians everywhere read
The Courier. That’s why Morgan County busi-
nesses know it Pays to Advertise in The Courier!

You Can Always Tell

When Thursday Comes
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Insurance Agency, Inc

WE CAN HELP YOU

SAVE 

We Have MANY
Companies To

Quote Your
Insurance With

The

See MCCLURG , Page 3

See COUNCIL , Page 3

See EVENT , Page 3

Morgan Schools Local 
Planning Committee 
meeting slated tonight

 The  Morgan  County 
Schools Local Planning Com-
mittee (LPC) for the District 
Facilities Plan (DFP) meeting 
will be 6 p.m. Thursday, June 
5th, at the Board of Education 
office at 155 University Dr., 
West Liberty, KY 41472. 

At the conclusion of the 
LPC meeting, there will be a 
public forum for any person 
wanting to provide input on 
the development of the District 
Facilities Plan.

Morgan Schools public 
hearing on facilities 
plan slated June 19th

Morgan County Schools 
will host a Public Hearing to 
present information and gather 
feedback on the District Facili-
ties Plan on June 19th at 6 p.m. 
located at the Board of Educa-
tion: 155 University Dr., West 
Liberty, KY 41472.

 

Schl. Dist.
Announces

Public 
Meetings

Local veteran John McClurg with a Vietnam-era PBR military boat he recently restored.

Local vet travels to Georgia for 
special military boat dedication
John MClurg restores another PBR boat and is honored at Vietnam vets’ ceremony

By Miranda M. Cantrell
Local veteran John P. Mc-

Clurg traveled to St. Marys, 
Ga., on Saturday, May 31, to 
participate in a special cer-
emony for Vietnam War veter-
ans featuring a military boat he 
recently restored.

McClurg, 81, graduated 
from Morgan County High 
School in 1961 and received a 
scholarship to the University of 
Kentucky.

Upon his graduation in 1966 
from the University of Ken-
tucky’s College of Agriculture 
– where he earned a degree in 
animal science nutrition – Mc-
Clurg worked for an aircraft 
company in Ohio before he was 
drafted into the U.S. Army.

McClurg later enlisted with 
the Navy, and was accepted to 
the Naval Officer Candidate 
School (OCS) in Newport, 
Rhode Island, where he was 

eventually commissioned as 
an ensign.  

In September of 1968, be-
fore graduation from OCS, 
McClurg volunteered for duty 
as an officer in charge of a Navy 
Swift Boat (PCF) for the war 
effort in Vietnam. He went to 
Coronado, Calif., for training 
in the small boat Navy.  

In his first week of training, 
McClurg volunteered for duty 
as a Patrol Officer on the Patrol 

Boat River (PBR).
The PBR – often referred to 

in the Navy as “Proud, Brave 
and Reliable” – was a small, 
32-foot long fiberglass boat 
that was purchased for use in 
the Vietnam War to stop the 
infiltration of supplies and war 
materials from the North by 
stopping and searching river 
traffic. 

McClurg served as a PBR 

By Miranda M. Cantrell
The West Liberty Tour-

ism Commission will kick off 
the 2025 Live on the Licking 
concert series with a special 
bluegrass event on Saturday, 
June 7, at Old Mill Park.

“Pickin’ on the Licking” 
will run from 2 p.m. to 9:45 
p.m. and will feature headliners 
The Creekers, who are based 
in Leslie County, Ky., and cur-

rently have multiple singles on 
the bluegrass charts.

The group is comprised 
of Tanner Horton, vocals and 
lead guitar; Allen Hacker, vo-
cals and rhythm guitar; Jagger 
Bowling, backup vocals and 
bass; Ashton Bowling, cajon; 
Scott Sutton, backup vocals 
and banjo; and Anna Blanton, 
fiddle.

Band members current-
ly have multiple singles on 

the bluegrass charts and have 
previously opened for Cole 
Chaney, Nicholas Jamerson, 
Brother Smith and Rhonda 
Vincent.

Local musicians including 
the West Liberty Mountain 
Boys and Randy Maloney & 
Friends are also on tap, as well 
as the Silver Dollar Band of 
Sandy Hook, Ky., and Donald 
Ray & The Bearfork Mountain 
Boys of Harold, Ky.

The West Liberty Mountain 
Boys – comprised of Johnathan 
Keeton, Matt Bailey and Byron 
Holbrook, of West Liberty, and 
Ryan Gillum, of Morehead, and 
Maddie Murray, of Clay City – 
will open the festivities with a 
performance at 2 p.m.

The complete schedule for 
the day is as follows:

• 2 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. – West 
Liberty Mountain Boys.

“Pickin’ on the Licking” bluegrass event is slated 
for this Saturday, June 7th, at Old Mill Park

W.L. Mountain 
Boys announce 
upcoming shows

The West Liberty Mountain 
Boys recently announced up-
coming shows for the summer 
concert season.

The group – comprised of 
Johnathan Keeton, Matt Bailey 
and Byron Holbrook, of West 
Liberty, and Ryan Gillum, of 
Morehead, and Maddie Murray, 
of Clay City – will play the fol-
lowing dates:

• June 7 – Pickin’ on the 
Licking: Old Mill Park in West 
Liberty, Ky., at 2 p.m.

• June 7 – Menifee Mountain 
Memories Festival in French-
burg, Ky., at 7 p.m.

• June 21 – Strummin’ at the 
Strip in Morehead, Ky. at 6 p.m.

The West Liberty Mountain 
Boys’ full concert schedule 
can be viewed on the website 
bandsintown.com and on the 
group’s Facebook, Instagram 
and TikTok pages.

GADD
MotorMeals

•••
Fri., June 6
Blackwater
Fire Dept.

11 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.

CLASS OF ‘25
PICTURES 
ON PAGES

8, 9 and 10!!!

City Council 
okays budget 
on 1st reading

By Miranda M. Cantrell
The West Liberty City 

Council during a special May 
27 meeting held the first read-
ing of a budget ordinance for 
the 2025-2026 fiscal year.

The meeting was conducted 
the day after the regularly-
scheduled date of May 26, 
which was Memorial Day.

The Courier was not in at-
tendance.

Mayor Kyle Risner pre-
sented a letter addressed to city 
council members, city employ-
ees and citizens outlining sev-
eral highlights of the proposed 
budget, which he described as 
comparable to last year’s:

•••
“The Kentucky Revised Stat-

utes (KRS) set forth the require-
ments and certain guidelines 
for financial administration of 
the fiscal affairs of cities. KRS 
91A.010 through 91A.060, 
83A.140 (8), and 83A.150 (5) 
specifically address the require-
ments of financial administra-
tion and fiscal responsibility.

“This budget message and 
attached budget proposal for 
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 is pre-
sented to you in compliance 
with the appropriate statutes.

Morgan Tire Center, Inc.
1592 West Main Street
West Liberty, Kentucky
Phone: 606/743-7350 Or 606/743-4663

Over 1,000
Tires In Stock

Check with us for
prices and availability!

Goodyear

Tires
Kelly
Tires

Cooper
Tires

Morgan Tire Center, Inc.
1592 West Main Street
West Liberty, Kentucky
Phone: 606/743-7350 Or 606/743-4663

See All Our Vehicles At www.morgantirecenter.

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
1500, LT, 4X4, CREW CAB,

5.3L V8, AUTO
$14,90000


