
WE KEEP THEM UP HERE FOR A REASON.

STAY CLEAR OF DOWNED POWER LINES.

Helping members use electricity safely,
that’s the power of your co-op membership.

.

QUALITY
QUICK LUBE, LLC

123 Hwy. 191
West Liberty, Ky. 41472

Oil Change
Fast, Courteous Service
No Appointment Necessary

HOURS:
Monday-Thursday - 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Friday - 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday - 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Phone (606) 743-2120

NOW OFFERING
BRAKE SERVICES!

Per
Copy

$35.00 Year In County
$38.00 Year In Kentucky

$40.00 Year Outside Kentucky75¢

Advertising
Opportunity

Your Advertising 
Message and Logo 

can go here
where it is certain to 

be seen and read!

Call 743-3551 Today - Ask 
For Rick

Community newspapers couldn’t exist
were it not for the solid, concerned citizens
who attach more importance to staying in-
formed about what’s going on in their com-
munities than they do to reading about the
latest Hollywood celebrity drug bust or
Nashville scandal.

They’re from all walks of life. They’re pro-
fessional and business people, wage earners
and retirees, the solid, thrifty, taxpaying,
concerned and caring folks who comprise
the backbone of our community.

They’re the ones who want to stay abreast
of what’s going on at city hall, what deci-
sions are being made by the fiscal court, and
what projects or changes political leaders

The management and staff at The Licking Valley Courier devote long hours evry week striving
to produce a quality community newspaper and take pride in the fact that The Courier is the
publication Morgan Countians reach for first each week because they know they can rely on it for
fair, honest, impartial coverage of news about Morgan County.

Every edition of The Courier carries more local news . . . news about Morgan County’s people,
institutions, and local happenings . . . on just the top one-quarter of just one of its pages than is
carried throughout entire editions of daily newspapers and other publications that are mailed into
Morgan County.

The Courier . . . dedicated to promoting the people and the
institutions of Morgan County . . . not the interests of people
and businesses in other towns and counties . . . and at the
same time not afraid to print the news the way it happens!

and state and federal agencies may have in
mind for this county.

They’re the people who understand the
value of the money they earn, who spend
their’s wisely, and who subscribe to the prin-
ciple that if something is worth producing,
it’s worth selling, and that if it’s worth hav-
ing it’s worth paying for.

We know there are over 3,000 such fami-
lies in Morgan County. They’re the people
who buy The Licking Valley Courier every
week, who purchase a subscription and have
it mailed to their homes or buy a copy at a
local news stand and take it home for their
families to read.

That’s why Morgan Countians everywhere read
The Courier. That’s why Morgan County busi-
nesses know it Pays to Advertise in The Courier!

You Can Always Tell

When Thursday Comes
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Insurance Agency, Inc

WE CAN HELP YOU

SAVE 

We Have MANY
Companies To

Quote Your
Insurance With

The

Your Ad
can go
in this

column:
Ad Space 

Available On
First Come,
First Served 

Basis.
Call 

743-3551 
Today. See EVENT , Page 3See GAZAY , Page 3

See MCMS , Page 3See GRADS , Page 3

See COURT , Page 3

Cops For Kids 
poker tournament 
set Friday, May 30

Morgan County Cops For 
Kids will be hosting a poker 
tournament in support of the 
organization’s annual Christ-
mas gift program benefitting 
local children.

The event will begin 7 p.m. 
Friday, May 30, at White Oak 
Fire Department.

The entry fee for the poker 
tournament is $20, with two 
buy-backs before 10 p.m.

Any additional updates 
will be posted on the Morgan 
County Cops For Kids Face-
book page.

Since 2007, the Morgan 
County Cops for Kids, a non-
profit local charity, has been 
taking up donations and con-
ducting fundraisers to provide 

MCHS Graduation 
Is Slated For

Friday, May 30th
One hundred thirty-four seniors are set 
to graduate; honor students are listed

CONGRATS TO THE CLASS OF 2025!

MCHS Class Of 2025 Senior Photos Will Appear In Next Week’s Edition!

By Miranda M. Cantrell
One hundred thirty-four Morgan County High School seniors 

are set to receive their diplomas on Friday, May 30, during the 
school’s graduation ceremony.

This year’s commencement will be held at the Earl Reed Ath-
letic Complex on Don McKenzie Field on the high school campus, 
with ceremonies slated to begin at 7:30 p.m.

In the event of inclement weather, the ceremony will be held in 
Veterans’ Memorial Gymnasium adjacent to the school.

MCHS Principal Ashley Pelfrey said that 62 graduates have 
achieved a GPA of 3.25 or higher and will be graduating with 
academic honors.

“As principal, it is with immense pride and heartfelt congratula-
tions that I celebrate the achievements of our graduating class,” 
Pelfrey said. “These students have demonstrated resilience, deter-
mination and growth throughout their journey. They leave us not 
only with academic accomplishments, but with the character and 
values that will guide them into the future.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ralph Hamilton also offered best 
wishes to the graduates on behalf of himself and the school board.

“Congratulations to the Class of 2025!”  Dr. Hamilton said. 
“This is a monumental moment in life for each of you! You have 
persevered, made lasting memories, and worked diligently to pre-

Fiscal Court holds first 
readings of tourism and 
budget ordinances

Judge Jim Gazay shares 
cancer treatment update

School dist. addresses 
rumors of potential 
middle school closure
District’s Local Planning Committee submits 
facilities plan for possible consolidation to KDE; 
local citizens sign petition and express concerns

Morgan Tire Center, Inc.
1592 West Main Street
West Liberty, Kentucky
Phone: 606/743-7350 Or 606/743-4663

Check With Us
For All Your

Car Care Needs!

We at Morgan Tire Center 
are here to stay!

ASE Certified Technicians

Morgan Tire Center, Inc.
1592 West Main Street
West Liberty, Kentucky
Phone: 606/743-7350 Or 606/743-4663

See All Our Vehicles At www.morgantirecenter.

2018 CHEVROLET 1500
LT Z-71, DOUBLE CAB, 

4X4, 100,785 MILES
$20,80000

By Miranda M. Cantrell
School district officials re-

cently addressed the rumored 
potential closure of Morgan 
County Middle School follow-
ing the circulation of an online 
petition to keep the facility 
open.

The petition – created on 
May 22 by an individual listed 
as Lytisha Lester – outlines 
supporters’ rationale for keep-
ing the school open:

•••
“To close Morgan County 

Middle School and transition 
7th and 8th grade students to 
Morgan County High School is 
a matter of grave concern for 
the residents of West Liberty, 
KY. We stand united in preserv-
ing the distinct educational 
environment that the middle 
school provides, which is cru-
cial for the transitional phase 
of young adolescents.

“Middle school is a pivotal 
stage in a child’s educational 

journey, offering a unique 
learning atmosphere tailored 
specifically to the developmen-
tal needs of pre-teens. Closing 
this institution would only dis-
rupt the academic continuity 
for these students.

“According to data from the 
National Center for Education 
Statistics, schools with over-
crowded classrooms often face 
significant challenges in main-
taining educational standards. 
Morgan County High School, 
which is at risk of becoming 
overcrowded, could suffer simi-
lar consequences, affecting the 
overall learning environment 
and student performance.

“The changes could also 
impact students’ participa-
tion in after-school activities, 
which are crucial for holistic 
development.

“By keeping Morgan Coun-
ty Middle School open, we 
preserve an essential com-

By Miranda M. Cantrell
The Morgan County Fiscal 

Court during a regular May 22 
meeting held the first readings 
of a tourism ordinance and a 
proposed budget for 2025-2026 
fiscal year.
Tourism Ordinance – First 

Reading
Judge Executive Jim Gazay 

presented an ordinance regard-
ing the formation of a county 
tourism commission and the 
implementation of a 3 percent 
transient room tax for visitors 
staying at local campgrounds, 
cabins and other recreational 
lodging areas.

“This is an ordinance imple-
menting the establishment of 
a tourism commission and 
imposing a transient room tax 
in Morgan County,” Gazay 
said. “The tax will only affect 
visitors who are coming in 
and staying at campgrounds, 
etc. [out in the county]. We’ve 
already got one campground 
up already, and another person 
with a 150-acre campground in 
the northern part of the county, 
I think. So we’ve got to get in 
front of this. We’ve got other 
stuff in Powell County headed 
this way. So that’s what this is 

EDITOR’S NOTE
Judge Executive Jim Gazay 

in a May 25 Facebook posting 
shared further details regard-
ing his health following his 
announcement of an upcoming 
colon cancer surgery and ad-
ditional treatment at the last 
fiscal court meeting.

The judge executive also 
addressed rumors of his resig-
nation – which he character-
ized as “entirely untrue” – af-
ter thanking citizens for their 
prayers and support during 
his illness.

We continue to offer our 
prayers and best wishes to 
Judge Gazay and his wife, Lisa, 
ahead of his surgery.

– Miranda M. Cantrell

•••
Dear Citizens of Morgan 

County,
I want to share an update 

on my health and reaffirm my 
dedication to serving you as 
your Judge Executive. On June 
6th, I will undergo colon sur-
gery to remove approximately 
8 inches of my colon. Follow-
ing the surgery, I anticipate a 
recovery period of a few weeks. 
My medical team is very opti-
mistic, and I am confident in 
their plan. Above all, I place my 
faith in God’s hands, trusting 
His will to guide me through 
this journey.

I am deeply grateful for your 
prayers and support, which 

Morgan Schools Local 
Planning Committee 
meeting slated June 5

 The  Morgan  County 
Schools Local Planning Com-
mittee (LPC) for the District 
Facilities Plan (DFP) meeting 
will be 6 p.m. Thursday, June 
5th, at the Board of Education 
office at 155 University Dr., 
West Liberty, KY 41472. 

At the conclusion of the 
LPC meeting, there will be a 
public forum for any person 
wanting to provide input on 
the development of the District 
Facilities Plan.

Morgan Schools public 
hearing on facilities 
plan slated June 19th

Morgan County Schools 
will host a Public Hearing to 
present information and gather 
feedback on the District Facili-
ties Plan on June 19th at 6 p.m. 
located at the Board of Educa-
tion: 155 University Dr., West 
Liberty, KY 41472.
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