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PUZZLES - NEW YORK TIMES SATURDAY CROSSWORD
Use the clues to fill in the grid.:

All the puzzles on this page were prepared for publication on Saturday and ran in our digital edition. They are repeated here as a courtesy for print readers.

PUZZLES - LEXIGO
Starting from the double hexagon and winding
through any direction, spell solutions to the current
clue provided. You can backtrack and use tiles
more than once. Each new word starts with the last
letter of the previous word.:

devoted to meteorology –
along with a healthy dose
of earth science – it ex-
plains not only familiar
occurrences but also what
Roker called “gee whizzy”
phenomena.
“We found a few quirky

mysteries that I love,”
Dete Meserve, the series’
showrunner, said in a
video call. Those include
the “sailing stones” of
Death Valley, California,

Years ago, Al Roker was
on a lakeside walk with
his two youngest children
when the family noticed a
rainbow. His excited pre-
school son pleaded with
him to capture it as a
Mother’s Day gift for
their mom. Although
Roker had to explain that
this colorful surprise
couldn’t be plucked from
the sky, the incident
helped seed an idea.
It reminded Roker, the

longtime weather anchor
for the NBC morning
show “Today,” of what he
had observed throughout
his career. There are “two
things I think kids are
most fascinated by in
weather, our everyday
kind of weather,” he said
recently at the New York
City headquarters of “To-
day,” part of which he
also co-hosts: “Why is the
sky blue, and what is a
rainbow?”
He began to think

about making a children’s
series about the weather.
For years, teachers had
been telling him that no
subject interested ele-
mentary school students
more than his own spe-
cialty. He just needed
time and the right condi-
tions.
Fast-forward almost 20

years, and Roker is finally
about to take rainbows
into children’s homes, as
well as clouds, thunder,
lightning, windstorms,
hail and even a looming
hurricane. These all play
starring roles in “Weather
Hunters,” a new animat-
ed television series he
created, which premieres
on Monday.
The first PBS Kids show

which appear to move
under their own power
(weather forces actually
propel them) and the pink
snow at high elevations in
Utah, which gets its color
from algae.
The series, which Roker

developed with Carin
Greenberg, an executive
producer, is “really trying
to take weather as a way
to be curious about all
things that are elements

in nature,” Meserve said.
The show focuses on

the Hunters, a family of
weather investigators
modeled after Roker’s
own. (His adult two
daughters and son, as
well as his toddler grand-
daughter, Sky, appear in a
digital photo album on
display in his office.) The
series’ voice cast, which
includes actors LeVar
Burton, Holly Robinson
Peete and Sheryl Lee
Ralph, features Roker as
Al Hunter, the genial dad.
Al “is an incredibly

good-looking bald Black
TV weatherman,” he said
with a chuckle. But Roker,
who is 71 and has a desk
treadmill in his work
space that he eagerly
demonstrated later, add-
ed, “He’s actually young-
er and thinner than I am.”
While Al creates weath-

er reports that his wife,
Dot, produces, the spot-
light belongs to the Hun-
ters’ middle child, Lily, an
inquisitive 8-year-old. She
frequently embodies the
scientific method, devis-
ing theories and testing
them. Her 11-year-old
sister, Corky, helps by
documenting nature with
a video camera while
their little brother, Benny,
5, draws what he ob-
serves.
Many of the children’s

investigations are rooted
in questions young view-
ers might have: Why do
my glasses fog up out-
doors? Why do leaves
turn color in the fall? In
one episode, the Hunter
kids learn what a wa-
tershed is when melting
snow carries away one of
Benny’s toys.
Roker, who approves

the series’s scripts but
doesn’t write them, said
he was most proud of the

thought process that
“Weather Hunters” en-
courages: “Create a hy-
pothesis and then either
prove it true or not, and if
it’s ‘not,’ then what?
What’s the explanation?”
The weather-obsessed

Hunters also rely on a
character whom you
might call their spirit
guide: Wallace Reed Hun-
ter, the children’s de-
ceased great-grandfather.
Burton – known to today’s
kids for his mystery pod-
cast, “Sound Detectives,”
and to their parents as
host of the PBS classic
“Reading Rainbow” –
voices the role, which
brings a rich vein of Black
history to the series.
Viewers learn that

Great-Grandpa Wallace, a
TV newscaster who ap-
pears in flashbacks and
on old videos, served his
country as a meteorol-
ogist for the Tuskegee
Airmen, the all-Black unit
of the World War II Army
Air Forces. Roker said he
had named the character
after Wallace P. Reed, a
real officer with the Tus-
kegee weather detach-
ment.
“No one’s going to be

able to watch this without
going, ‘Oh, I didn’t know
that,’” Meserve said. In
one episode, on a day
when rain is forecast, Lily
discovers an anthill’s
residents plugging holes
in the dirt and butterflies
hiding in rocky crevices.
This leads her to wonder
whether the creatures can
sense an approaching
storm. (Yes, they can.)
The series investigates

such subjects unhurriedly.
Whereas many children’s
shows consist of two 11-
minute stories, “Weather
Hunters,” explores a sin-
gle plotline for 22 min-
utes. One 44-minute
special, airing late in the
40-episode first season,
takes the Hunters to the
wettest, the driest, the
hottest and the coldest
places on Earth. It’s one
way the series subtly

adverts to climate change.
“Weather Hunters”

adopted the longer format
after PBS Kids observed
its success with another
science show, “Wild
Kratts.”
“The team felt like it

would be nice to give this
series that same breathing
room,” said Sara DeWitt,
senior vice president and
general manager, PBS
Kids.
Robinson Peete, who

voices Dot Hunter, said
that she “couldn’t ima-
gine better timing” for
the series, which she sees
as a kind of cultural coun-
terweight at a moment
when the federal govern-
ment is ending diversity,
equity and inclusion ini-
tiatives, as well as elim-
inating multiple avenues
of scientific research.
“I think it is going to

have a very positive im-
pact on not just kids of
color and families of col-
or, but on everyone,” she
said.
“Weather Hunters” is

also premiering after
Congress canceled all
federal funding for PBS.
This development is not
affecting the series’s roll-
out – it will be accompa-
nied by digital shorts and
online games – but De-
Witt said she hoped the
show would “help people
see the importance of
noncommercial television
for kids.” Its fall season,
she added, offers “work
that is inspired by what
we know kids want to
learn.”
And who isn’t curious

about why it snows, how
fog develops or the per-
fect recipe for a rainbow?
Roker, who gives that

recipe in an episode in-
spired by his family’s
long-ago walk, said:
“That’s the idea of the
show – here’s stuff that
we maybe don’t think
about, we take for grant-
ed. And here’s the expla-
nation, and it’s like,
‘Wow.’”

With ‘Weather Hunters,’ Roker
brings the rainbow home
BY LAUREL GRAEBER
NYT News Service
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Al Roker, who has long anchored the weather report on
the NBC morning show “Today,” is pictured at his office in
New York on Aug. 12. Inspired by a funny request from his
children years ago, Roker’s new animated series for PBS
Kids teaches young viewers about clouds, thunder and
the ingredients of a rainbow.


