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MICHAEL REAVES TNS

United States star Christian Pulisic is expected to be back
in the lineup for the national team’s pivotal games in

September.

ANALYSIS

Pulisic returns
to USMNT; there
are questions
with others

BY JONATHAN TANNENWALD
The Philadelphia Inquirer

The U.S. men’s soccer
team’s upcoming games in
September have long been
seen as a major milestone
on the road to the World
Cup.

How many big names
who flopped at the Nations
League final four in March
would be cast off, and how
many less-talented but
harder-working players
would overtake them on
the depth chart?

This moment was sup-
posed to be for answering
that question. But when the
roster was unveiled Tues-
day, it turned out coach
Mauricio Pochettino
viewed it differently.

“(It) is a camp that I
think is going to be the last
camp to have the possibil-
ity for us to see new faces,”
he said after announcing
22 of the 23 players to take
part. The last one, U.S.
Soccer said, wasn'’t set yet
because of “a late adjust-
ment,” and Pochettino
added it will be announced
in the next few days.

Camp starts Monday in
northern New Jersey ahead
of a Sept. 6 friendly with
South Korea in Harrison,
N.J. The second game in
the window will be a stern
test against Japan in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, on Sept. 9.

Those words from Po-
chettino above set the
overall tone. But the statu-
ses of a lot of specific play-
ers raised questions that
next month now won’t
answer.

Let’s start with the easy
part. Attacking stars Chris-
tian Pulisic, Josh Sargent,
and Tim Weah are back,
with Pochetino officially
calling Pulisic’s taking the
summer off “behind us.”
Ricardo Pepi and Folarin
Balogun, meanwhile, were
allowed to stay with their
clubs in Europe since
they’ve recently returned
from injuries.

Sargent hasn’t scored for
the national team in six
years, but he has four goals
in four games to start the
season for Norwich City of
England’s second division.
That form is impossible to
ignore.

BIG QUESTIONS START
IN MIDFIELD

It’s not too surprising
that midfielders Brenden

and Paxten Aaronson
didn’t get invited, even
though the elder Aaronson
has been a substitute in
Leeds United’s first two
games of the English Pre-
mier League season. But it
is surprising that winger
Alejandro Zendejas finally
got his first call-up since
last fall after a long run of
good play for Mexico’s
Club América.

Similarly, it’s not surpris-
ing that there’s no Gio
Reyna, who just finally
moved across Germany to
Borussia Monchenglad-
bach after stalling for too
long at Borussia Dort-
mund. But there’s also no
Weston McKennie or John-
ny Cardoso, even though
the latter is off to a strong
start at his new club, Span-
ish power Atlético Madrid.

Pochettino was partic-
ularly grilled on this unit,
and he wasn’t surprised.

On McKennie, Pochetti-
no cited his playing in the
Club World Cup with Ital-
y’s Juventus, and not get-
ting a lot of rest before the
next preseason started.

“I think we really know
Weston - it’s not necessary
to call him to now,” he
said. “We wanted to give
the possibility to be more
settled in his club, and
have the possibility to be in
his best form.”

On Cardoso, Pochettino
said “it gives time to him to
adapt in a new environ-
ment.”

And on Reyna, Pochetti-
no expressed hope that the
22-year-old’s move will
reinvigorate his play.

“What we want is to see
him happy,” the manager
said. “If he’s happy, for
sure he has the talent to
perform. If he performs, I
think it’s going to be good
for the national team, and I
think that is what we ex-
pect.”

UNSETTLED DEFENSE

Perhaps the most star-
tling part of the roster is
the goalkeepers. Just one of
the presumed incumbents,
Wayne native Matt Freese
of New York City FC, got a
call-up. The others invited
are Roman Celentano of
FC Cincinnati, one of
MLS’s elite teams this year,
and Jonathan Klinsmann of
Italian second-division
club Cesena.

Matt Turner, who moved
from Europe back to MLS’s
New England Revolution

to get the playing time he
needs to regain Pochetti-
no’s attention, didn’t make
the cut. Nor did past reg-
ulars Patrick Schulte of
Columbus and Downing-
town’s Zack Steffen of
Colorado.

“We want to see others
players that we think de-
serve to be [here] and have
the possibility to show
themselves,” Pochettino
said. “And then of course
for Matt, it’s about to work,
or for Schulte to perform,
and of course for Zack. ... I
think we work hard to be
fair with everyone, and
then to give them the pos-
sibility to show us, and to
perform, and to see if they
have the possibility to fight
for a place.”

As for the back line, Po-
chettino dropped Europe-
based centerbacks Cameron
Carter-Vickers of Scotland’s
Celtic, and Mark McKenzie
of France’s Toulouse. Nei-
ther has played especially
well with the national team
in recent times, and Celtic
crashed out of UEFA Cham-
pions League qualifying a
few hours after Pochettino
spoke.

But McKenzie has
helped Toulouse earn
back-to-back shutouts to
start the Ligue 1 season.
That was one of many
reasons to ask Pochettino
for his message to players
who didn’t make this
squad.

“What they need to do,
the players that are not in
the roster, is to perform, is
to keep pushing,” he said.
“It’s not because we are
happy or not happy, or they
do something wrong or not.
I think sometimes it’s about
our tests, about the combi-
nations in the squad - and in
that case, I think for us it’s
the last opportunity to bring
some new faces that we
didn’t have the possibility to
bring in the past.”

There are two new faces
among the centerbacks,
18-year-old prospect Noah-
kai Banks of Germany’s
Augsburg, and Vancouver’s
Tristan Blackmon. They
join incumbents Chris
Richards of England’s
Crystal Palace and 37-year-
old Tim Ream of Charlotte
FC, who are the presumed
starters.

The outside backs are
headlined by Sergifio Dest,
who returns to the national
team for the first time
since suffering an ACL tear
in April of last year. The
rest are from MLS: the
Union’s Nathan Harriel,
Columbus’ Max Arfsten
and Orlando’s highly-
regarded 21-year-old Alex
Freeman.

Whatever happens in
these games, Pochettino
made it clear he doesn’t
want any of his players to
feel complacent.

“If we want to be a team
[that is] really competitive,
we cannot nominate, OK,
13, 14, 16 players - these
guys for sure they’re going
to arrive to the World
Cup,” he said. “That is not
the real sport that for me I
call futbol, but, now I start
to call soccer because I
work for the USA. ... Play-
ers need to feel the threat
from your teammates, and
they need to defend their
place in every single possi-
bility that you show in the
national team, but also
when you perform in your
[club] team.”

USMNT ROSTER FOR
SEPTEMBER GAMES

- Goalkeepers (3): Ro-
man Celentano (FC Cin-
cinnati), Matt Freese (New

Reports: Rangers SS
Seager set for
appendectomy

Field Level Media

Texas Rangers shortstop
Corey Seager was sched-
uled to undergo an appen-
dectomy, multiple outlets
reported Thursday, and is
expected to miss multiple
weeks, putting the remain-
der of his regular season
in jeopardy.

Seager, 31, hit a home
run among his two hits
against the Los Angeles

Angels on Wednesday
night and has home runs
in each of the past two
games. The five-time
All-Star reportedly had
been dealing with abdom-
inal discomfort for mul-
tiple days.

The Rangers entered
Thursday’s play in third
place in the American
League West, 6 1/2 games
behind the first-place
Houston Astros. They
were also 4 1/2 games out

of the final wild-card spot
in the AL.

Seager is batting .271
with 21 home runs and 50
RBIs in 102 games this
season after dealing with
calf soreness in spring
training and going on the
injured list twice with a
hamstring strain during
the regular season. His
2024 season ended in
early September because
of a sports hernia.

In 11 seasons with the
Los Angeles Dodgers
(2015-21) and Rangers,
Seager is a career .289
hitter with 221 home runs
and 667 RBIs in 1,131
career games.

York City FC), Jonathan
Klinsmann (Cesena, Italy)

- Defenders (8): Max
Arfsten (Columbus Crew),
Noahkai Banks (Augsburg,
Germany), Tristan Black-
mon (Vancouver White-
caps), Sergiiio Dest (PSV
Eindhoven, Netherlands),
Alex Freeman (Orlando
City), Nathan Harriel (Un-
ion), Tim Ream (Charlotte
FC), Chris Richards (Crys-
tal Palace, England)

- Midfielders (6): Tyler
Adams (Bournemouth,
England), Sebastian Ber-
halter (Vancouver White-
caps), Luca de la Torre
(San Diego FC), Diego
Luna (Real Salt Lake), Jack
McGlynn (Houston Dyna-

mo), Sean Zawadzki (Co-
lumbus Crew)

- Forwards (5): Damion
Downs (Southampton,
England), Christian Pulisic
(AC Milan, Italy), Josh
Sargent (Norwich City,
England), Tim Weah (Mar-
seille, France), Alex Zende-
jas (Club América, Mexico)

USMNT SCHEDULE

- Sept. 6: vs. South Korea
in Harrison, N.J., 5 p.m.
(TNT, Telemundo, Uni-
verso, Max, Peacock)

- Sept. 9: vs. Japan in
Columbus, Ohio, 7:30 p.m.
(TNT, Telemundo, Uni-
verso, Max, Peacock)

- Oct. 10: vs. Ecuador in
Austin, Texas, 8:30 p.m.

Classified

© dlassifieds.kentucky.com

(TNT, truTV, Universo,
HBO Mazx, Peacock)

- Oct. 14: vs. Australia in
Commerce City, Colo.
(TNT, Universo, HBO
Max, Peacock)

After that, the U.S. will
have four games left before
the World Cup team is
picked, two in November
and two next March.

One of the November
games will reportedly be
against Uruguay in Tampa,
Fla., on the 18th. The first
game of that window is set
for the 15th, with the oppo-
nent and venue still to be
determined.

The March games will be
set some time down the
road.

859.231.3100

visA | @

Legals & Public Notices

Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Citadel Self Stor-
age - Lexington located at 133 N.
Locust Hill Dr., Lexington, KY, 40509
intends to hold a public sale to sell the
property stored in the following units
stored at the Facility. The sale will
occur as an Online auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on 9/3/2025 at
10:00 AM. Unit #1239. This sale may
be withdrawn at any time without no-
tice. Certain terms and conditions ap-
ply. 7568-316406
IPL0264128
Aug 31 2025

JESS AND SONS LLC
24 SHALER STREET
Covington, Ky. 41014
(859)431-2557
2018 Subaru Forrester Silver
JF2SJABC3JH508504
Linda Bragg
1058 Oakgrove Ct Apt #3
Independence, Ky 41051
IPL0262949
Aug 24,31,Sep 7 2025

Cellco Partnership

and its controlled affiliates doing
business as Verizon Wireless (Verizon
Wireless) is proposing to collocate
antennas at multiple heights not to
exceed 79 feet within the 79-foot-tall
Building at 4201 Versailles Rd, Lexing-
ton, Fayette County, Kentucky 40510.
Public comments regarding potential
effects from this site on historic prop-
erties may be submitted within 30
days from the date of this publication
to: Project 062546-PR, EBI Consulting,
21 B Street, Burlington, MA 01803,
EBIPNReplies @ ebiconsulting.com or
at (617) 715-1822.
IPL0268309
Aug 31 2025

NEED SOMETHING?

Let Classifieds Help

D-LEADER
KENTUCKY.COM

Legal Notice
The purpose of this notice is to inform
the public that the unaudited financial
report and vendor summary for Fiscal
Year 2024-2025 have been posted
to the Fayette County Public Schools
District website for public viewing per
KRS 160.463. If you wish to review
this report, go to https://www.fcps.
net/about/departments-offices/finan-
cial-accounting-benefits-services
Please contact Financial Accounting
Budget and Benefits Services at 859-
422-0360 if you are unable to access
these reports.
IPL0268892
Aug 31 2025

Recruitment

Employment

Estate Sales

Estate Sale
Lexington ky Safe,Compressor,Furni-
ture and a lot more

Want to Buy

CASH PAID for Sports Cards!
Fair win-win deals (859-619-8974)
(bmurtah1 @gmail.com)

Real Estate

Real Estate Misc.

HUNTERS

| have 5 locations available for deer
or turkey hunting in South Graves
County, Kentucky.

Contact 270-705-4410 or
email jboyd @wk.net

NEED MORE
ROOM?

Let Classifieds Help
HERALD-LEADER
KENTUCKY.COM

Schneider Electric USA, Inc.
seeks a Warehouse Engineer in
Lexington, KY. EOE. To Apply: Visit
http://careers.se.com and search
Req#96493

Full Stack Web Application Devel-
oper (Versailles, KY). Enhances
& maintains web-based systems
in all areas of dvipmt. Bach’s in
Comp Sci or rltd field. Some solid
exp or academic background in:
dvipg web applications using Ja-
vaScript-based framework; Ember.
js; Omnis; server mgmt & trouble-
shooting using Nagios; d/base
mgmt; iOS dvipmt. Demonstrated
strong front- & back-end dvipmt
skills; tech’l proficiency & prob-
lem-solving abilities; deep under-
standing of all phases of SDLC.
Excellent communication skills.
Telecommuting from any location in
the US is an option for this position.
MUST send CV & cvr Itr to randy @
suran.com or Randy Clay, Suran
Systems, Inc., 695 Craigs Creek Rd,
Versailles, KY 40383 w/in 30 days &
ref Job #W2025-035.

Service Directory

Home & Business Improvement

Commonwealth Construction/
Handyman Services
859.699.9949
Do All Company-For All Your Needs
Licensed,Registered,Insured ,Bonded

BATHROOM REMODEL

Legals & Public Notices
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 1-833-770-0957

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, waiving ALL in-
stallation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 9/30/25.) Call 1-866-837-5986
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE FOR RENT

Frankfort Office Space for rent: Second floor with four large office areas, restroom. Office desks furnished. Located
mile from I-64 Lawrenceburg exit 53A. Electric, water, gas, utilities and internet included. $2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press Association, 502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, busted or junk car with no hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process. Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 1-844-440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your favorite live TV, sports and local channels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO Max and Premium Channels included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are overpaying for your service, call now for a free quote and see how much you
can save! 1-877-548-7494

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first three months of Max, Par-
amount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call Today
and Get The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All plans feature unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For more information, call
1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or more
in debt? Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out how to pay off your debt for significantly less than what you owe! FREE
quote: Call 1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If you have over $15,000 in debt we help you be debt free in as little as 24-48 months. Pay nothing
to enroll. Call Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup and receive a
top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veter-
ans find work or start their own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-3141.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-877-581-3053 today!
HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 888-982-0374

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-690-2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-866-329-2415 to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. Plus get 75% off installation and a
bonus $250 discount! Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and offer details.

SunSetter. America’s Number One Awning! Instant shade at the touch of a button. Transform your deck or patio into an
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited warranty. Call now and SAVE $350 today! 1-866-348-8793

Replace your roof with the best looking and longest lasting material - steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off installation + Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576 today to schedule a free quote. It's not just a generator. It's a power move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-
900-7392 www.dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the switch. Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Looking for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-7011
SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets NOW for as little
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

TIME SHARE/FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees cancelled in
2019. Get free informational package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 855-977-4979

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster. These brands only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion and
Distribution Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

IPL0268518

Aug 31 2025



