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COMMENTARY

LAX won’t say who designed
murals, but Dodgers will. Why?

BY BILL SHAIKIN, LOS
ANGELES TIMES

The Tribune Content Agency

LOS ANGELES

What would a baseball
team in Los Angeles want
from a retired artist and
designer in New York?

Janet Bennett wasn’t
sure.

Generations of Angele-
nos are familiar with her
signature project. You
probably have walked right
past it. Those colorful tile
mosaics that decorate the
long corridors toward bag-
gage claim in five termi-
nals at Los Angeles In-
ternational Airport? She
designed them.

You might have seen
them in the movies or on
television: “Airplane!,”
“Mad Men” and “The
Graduate,” just for starters.

You might have memo-
rized the trivia: When you
passed the red tiles, you
were halfway down the
corridor. “Red means half-
way” was shorthand for
locals in the know, just like
“E Ticket” or “the #19
sandwich.”

“It just says L.A. in so
many ways,” said Janet
Marie Smith, the Dodgers’
executive vice president of
planning and development.

The Dodgers wanted to
get in touch with Bennett
because they were about to
install a similar tile wall at
Dodger Stadium. Smith
could not find Bennett, but
she reached out to some-
one who had liked an arti-
cle about Bennett that had
been posted on LinkedIn.
Same last name, same
spelling. Smith crossed her
fingers.

Turned out to be a rela-
tive of Bennett. The Dodg-
ers sent some sketches of
their project and asked
Bennett for her thoughts.

“I was a little disappoint-
ed I didn’t work the pro-
ject,” Bennett said over the
telephone, chuckling, “but
I don’t think I could have
done it at this stage.”

Bennett is 96, happily
living one block from Cen-
tral Park. The LAX project
was completed in 1961 -
the year before Dodger
Stadium opened.

What the Dodgers really
were offering was the rec-
ognition denied to Bennett
six decades ago.

“I realized they just
wanted my blessing,” Ben-
nett said. “They wanted
the connection. And that
was very satisfying.”

And, yes, she had some
thoughts for the Dodgers.
She wrote them a letter by
hand, the old-fashioned
way. The letter got lost in
the old-fashioned mail, but
Bennett’s daughter had
thought to take a picture of
the letter, and she sent it to
the Dodgers via email.

Bennett’s advice for the
colors of the tiles?

“Don’t limit it,” she
wrote, “to the Dodger
blue.”

On game days, Dodgers
players take an elevator to
the lowest level of Dodger
Stadium. As they exit, they
look to their right to see the
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For the clubhouse walkway, Los Angeles Dodgers executive vice president of planning
and development Janet Marie Smith and architect Brenda Levin opted for multiple

shades of blue tiles.

Dodgers’ World Series
championship trophies and
most valuable player
awards, to their left to see
the Gold Glove awards.

When they turn toward
the clubhouse, they see Cy
Young and Silver Slugger
and manager of the year
awards on the right, rookie
of the year awards and
then the Dodgers’ retired
numbers on the left.

“It’s meant to be uplift-
ing and motivating, and a
reminder to everyone - our
players included, who take
that path - of what a storied
franchise this is,” Smith
said.

The fans in the fanciest
seats, the ones you see on
television right behind
home plate, can take that
path too - but only until
they reach the double
doors, the ones with
“DODGERS CLUB-
HOUSE” painted above
them.

Pass through those
doors, and you used to see
a gray wall decorated with
signage pulled from stor-
age - signs from events
held at Dodger Stadium
long ago, and others com-
memorating milestone
seasons. As part of the
clubhouse renovations last
winter, Smith and her team
imagined how to freshen
up that walkway.

“We wanted to try to get
it out of its funk of just
being a concrete wall,” she
said. “And, once we got tile
in our head, how could you
not think of the LAX
walls?”

The Dodgers’ clubhouse
features a tile wall “in the
hydrotherapy area,” Smith
said. The tiles there are all
Dodger blue.

For the clubhouse walk-
way, Smith and architect
Brenda Levin opted for
multiple shades of blue
tiles, interspersed with
white tiles - a decision
reinforced when they re-
ceived Bennett’s sugges-
tion to go beyond Dodger
blue. The wall includes
more than 714,000 in-
dividual tiles, Smith said.

“I think they did an
excellent job,” Bennett
said. “They got the rhythm
of vertical stripes, which

has a very athletic look.”

To Smith, a fierce ad-
vocate of sports venues
reflecting their host cities,
the tile wall reflects home.

“In many ways, that is a
symbol: not just of L.A., but
of ‘Welcome to L.A.”” she
said. “That felt right to us.

“It’s not screaming at
you. But, if you know, you
know. We’ve always want-
ed that area to feel like a
‘Welcome to L.A.” to our
players.”

If you know, you know,
but the players may not
know. Dave Roberts, the
Dodgers’ manager, said he
did not know the story
behind the wall until Smith
explained it to him.

“It’s a great little touch,”
Roberts said.

Smith said players and
team executives have
asked about the wall. Many
of them did not know
about the LAX walls, but
she understood why.

“They don’t fly commer-
cial,” she said.

If you merit an obituary
in the newspaper, the first
sentence generally in-
cludes your claim to fame.
In 2007, The Los Angeles
Times published an obitu-
ary with this first sentence:
“Charles D. Kratka, an
interior designer and
graphic artist whose Mod-
ernist projects included the
mosaic walls in tunnels at
Los Angeles International
Airport, has died.”

Said Bennett: “T just
about freaked out.”

After Bennett had fin-
ished the LAX mosaics, she
left town. By the time the
airport unveiled them, she
said, she was in Latin
America. Until she saw that
Times obituary, it had not
occurred to her that
anyone else might have
gotten the credit for the
LAX project.

In the obituary, the air-
port historian credited
Kratka with the design, and
so did the director of vol-
unteers at the airport mu-
seum. In 2017, so did an
official LAX document:
“Completed in 1961, Char-
les Kratka’s mosaic murals
have become iconic sym-
bols of Los Angeles In-
ternational Airport.”

Robo-umps: MLB
All-Star Game to feature
ABS challenge system

BY ALEX BUTLER
UPI.com

MLB will use the auto-
matic balls and strikes
(ABS) challenge system --
often referred to as robo-
umps -- at the 2025 All-
Star Game on Tuesday in
Atlanta, a source familiar
with the decision told UPI
on Wednesday.

Each team will be grant-
ed two challenges, with
the ability to keep them if
the challenges are suc-
cessful. Only pitchers,
hitters and catchers can
ask for a challenge, which

must be requested imme-
diately after a pitch. Play-
ers can trigger the chal-
lenge by signaling with hat
or helmet taps directed to
the umpire.

MLB commissioner Rob
Manfred previously said
the robotic umpire system
could be used as early as
the 2026 regular season.
The league also has tested
the system throughout the
minor leagues and in
spring training.

The league announced
in March that 52.2% of
ball-strike challenges were
successful during the
spring training trials.

Pitching teams produced a
54.4% overturn rate, com-
pared to a 50% clip for
hitters. Catchers succeed-
ed at a rate of 56% on
their challenges. Just 2.6%
of spring training pitches
were challenged.

MLB uses the Hawk-Eye
tracking system for ABS,
which monitors pitches
and immediately relays
ball and strike decisions.

The American League
will take on the National
League in the 2025 MLB
All-Star Game at 8 p.m.
EDT Tuesday at Truist
Park. The game will air on
Fox. MLB sluggers will
head to the plate for the
2025 Home Run Derby at
8 p.m. Monday in Atlanta.
The annual slugfest will
air on ESPN.

At the start of the Jet
Age, when airplane travel
was a glamorous affair and
even passengers in the

cheaper seats enjoyed
in-flight meals served with
silverware, Bennett said
the murals were designed
to evoke the wonder of a
cross-country trip: blue for
the ocean at each end of
the corridor, and in be-
tween green for the forests,
and yellows, oranges and
browns for farmland, prai-
ries and deserts.

Bennett freely admits
that Kratka was involved in
the project. The city hired
Pereira and Luckman as
architects for the LAX
expansion, and Kratka was
the firm’s head of interior
design.

“He was my boss,” Ben-
nett said.

Bennett said the mosaic
design was hers, although
she said she did not recall
whether she had chosen to
use glass for the tiles.

“Everything from that
point on was mine,” she
said.

Bennett and her family
have pushed for LAX to
recognize her as the de-
signer. Airport officials
acknowledge Bennett’s
participation in the project
but, amid a search for
records from six decades
ago and without Kratka to
provide his version of
events, they believe a con-
clusive determination
would be difficult. And,
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back in the day, credit was
more commonly attributed
to a firm rather than to an
individual designer.

When I asked for a state-
ment saying whom LAX
currently credits with the
design, an airport spokes-
woman said, “LAX has no
official comment.”

In 2017, Design Obser-
ver investigated and ulti-
mately supported Ben-
nett’s claims, citing two
primary findings: one, an
acclaimed designer of the
same era “vividly recalls
Bennett doing the murals,”
and, two, Bennett installed
similar tile murals for two
Bay Area Rapid Transit
(BART) stations in San
Francisco.

That was good enough
for Smith and the Dodgers.

At LAX, there is no sign
crediting anyone - not
Bennett, not Kratka, not
Pereira and Luckman, not
anyone else - for the mu-
rals. However, the Dodgers
have given Bennett her due
at Dodger Stadium, on a
sign directly across from
their tile wall.

“This mosaic wall draws
inspiration from architect
Janet Bennett’s iconic
mosaic murals at Los An-
geles International Air-
port,” the text begins, “that
transformed a transit space
into a work of art.”
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Legals & Public Notices

INVITATION FOR BID

1. Sealed bids will be received for the
Falcon Crest Apartments Secu-
rity Upgrades Project in Lexington,
Kentucky, 40505, until 1:30 p.m.
local time on August 5, 2025, at
the Lexington-Fayette Urban County
Housing Authority, 300 West New Cir-
cle Road, Lexington, Kentucky 40505,
at which time and place all bids will
be publicly opened and read aloud.
Faxed or electronic bids will not be
permitted.

2. Bids must be received in triplicate.

3. Contract Documents may be exam-
ined at the following location:
Lynn Imaging Online Planroom,
328 Old East Vine Street,
Lexington, KY 40505

4. Copies of the Contract Documents
may be purchased at Lynn Blue
Print dba Lynn Imaging, 328
Old East Vine Street, Lexington,
Kentucky, (859) 255-1021. Bid
documents are to be directly pur-
chased by bidders.

5. Pre-Bid Meeting: A Pre-Bid
Meeting for GeneralContractors pro-
posing to submit bids, will be held at
1:30 p.m., local time, on July
22, 2025, at the Lexington-Fayette
Urban County Housing Authority, 300
West New Circle Road, Lexington,
Kentucky 40505. Attendance at the
Pre-Bid Conference is recommended
for those making a proposal.

6. Bids shall be accompanied by Cer-
tified Check or Bid Bond, payable to
the Owner, in an amount not less than
5% of Bid.

7. A lump sum bid is desired for the
project.

8. The successful bidder shall provide
an acceptable 100% Performance and
Payment Bond within ten (10) days of
receipt of a Notice of Intent to Award

9. Owner reserves the right to reject
any or all Bids, and to waive any in-
formality.

10. Bids may not be withdrawn for
sixty (60) days after Bid date. Faxed
or electronic withdrawals will not be
permitted.

Lexington Fayette Urban County
Housing Authority
Lexington, Kentucky
Michele Lee
Development and
Modernization Coordinator
IPLO253725
Jul 13 2025

Misc. Legals

Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Stor All - Palumbo
located at 2670 Palumbo Dr, Lexing-
ton, KY, 40509 intends to hold a public
sale to sell the property stored in the
following units stored at the Facility.
The sale will occur as an Online auc-
tion via www.storagetreasures.com on
7/18/2025 at 10:30 AM. Unit #0514.
This sale may be withdrawn at any
time without notice. Certain terms and
conditions apply. 7568-311723
IPL0250813
Jul 13 2025

Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Stor All - Man O
War located at 2750 Palumbo Dr, Lex-
ington, KY, 40509 intends to hold a
public sale to sell the property stored
in the following units stored at the Fa-
cility. The sale will occur as an Online
auction via www.storagetreasures.
com on 7/18/2025 at 11:00 AM. Unit
#0101; Unit #0107; Unit #0208; Unit
#0503; Unit #0553; Unit #0836; Unit
#1025. This sale may be withdrawn at
any time without notice. Certain terms
and conditions apply. 7568-311720
IPL0250815
Jul 13 2025

Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Stor All - Hamburg
located at 3024 Blake James Dr, Lex-
ington, KY, 40509 intends to hold a
public sale to sell the property stored
in the following units stored at the Fa-
cility. The sale will occur as an Online
auction via www.storagetreasures.
com on 7/18/2025 at 09:30 AM. Unit
#131. This sale may be withdrawn at
any time without notice. Certain terms
and conditions apply. 7568-311719
IPL0251728
Jul 13 2025

Want to Buy

FOOTBALL SEASON TICKETS
WANTED!
I will buy WILDCATS FOOTBALL
2025 Season Tickets. Top $ Paid.
Please call 800-786-8425 ext 2

Service Directory

Concrete

All types of concrete brick and stone
work. Sidewalks driveways retaining
walls stamped patios. Small jobs are
welcome. 859 421 9518

Home & Business Improvement

Commonwealth Construction/
Handyman Services
859.699.9949
Do All Company-For All Your Needs
Licensed,Registered,Insured ,Bonded

JEFFREY’S MASONRY REPAIR
502-320-2103

Brick, retaining walls, patios, chim-

neys and historical restoration......

MAKE YOUR BRICK LOOK NE!

AGAIN

All Carpet Repairs/Stretch/
Water & Pet Damage/Rotten/ Squeaky
Floors. cr etrepair.com
30+ yrs exp. 859-225-3863

Millers Carpentry&Remodeling

Call or text 502 557 9678
Owner, Daniel Miller
Interior remodeling, painting, replace
floors, repair and or replace walls. Will

do whole home remodeling.

KENTUCKY.COM

Roofing

Larry Isaac’s Roofing
Fully Insured - 30 Years Experience
Call: (859) 644-2168

Employment

Part-time office asisstant need-
ed. Answering phones, making
appointments and light computer
work. Can work from home. Please
mail resume to 156 S. Forbes Road,
Lexington, KY 40511

Double Dan Horsemanship LLC
seeks FT Operations Manager
(Midway, KY). Oversee daily ops
incl manage the office, superv
personnel & coordinate equine
mgmt. Regs Bachs in BA & Equine
Studies or similar & 3 yrs exp in
equine industry, incl event mgmt. &
competition exp in any equestrian
discipline. Reqs 2 yrs FT customer
service or hospitality exp & hands
on equine mgmt exp incl exp man-
aging competition horses before,
during & recovering from transport.
Must have evidence of equine pho-
tography, specifically equine sales
photos, brand promotion, product
photos, event photos & live horse
show competition photos & equine
sales video production & editing
videography exp. Must have le-
gal authority to work in US. EEOE.
Resume to: E. James, Double Dan
Horsemanship LLC, 2150 E Lee-
stown Rd, Midway, KY 40347 or
elizabeth @ doubledanhorseman-
ship.com Ref: OM25

LEXINGTON
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Employment

CENTERED ON YOU

WE MAKE IT EASIER TO BE THE

PHYSICIAN YOU WANT TO BE

Medical Group for BE/BC physicians in:

* Cardiology: Electrophysiology

e Cardiology: Invasive and
Interventional

e Cardiology: Invasive and/or
Noninvasive

* Cardiology: Noninvasive

¢ Endocrinology/Metabolism

* Family Medicine (without OB)

* Family Medicine: Sports Medicine

* Gastroenterology

* Hematology & Oncology

* Hospital Medicine

* Hospital Medicine: OB/GYN

¢ Internal Medicine: General

* Neurology

* OB/GYN: General

0 @ X ChooseBaptist.com

PHYSICIANS — Current opportunities are available with Baptist Health

Openings are located in Corbin, Lexington and Richmond, Kentucky. We
offer excellent salaries and full benefits packages. Interested candidates are
encouraged to email their CV to FindYourFuture@BHSI.com.

* Occupational Medicine

¢ Orthopedic Surgery: General

* Primary Care: Internal Medicine or
Family Medicine

® Psychiatry: General

¢ Pulmonary Medicine: General and
Critical Care

* Radiation Oncology

* Radiology: Diagnostic

* Radiology: Interventional

* Rheumatology

 Surgery: Cardiovascular

* Surgery: General

 Surgery: Neurological

¢ Urology

a
& BAPTIST HEALTH

MEDICAL GROUP

Perm, FT job opportunity in Lexington,

Scrum processes, incl sprint planning,

tices; Hands-on exp in Agile & Scrum;

Job duties: Manage Cashtie platform dv.
various billers/vendors or aggregators to allow customers to pay for services
or fund accounts using cash at participating retailers); Brainstorm w/ eng
team to address client’s or integrated partner’s business needs; Translate cli-
ent requirements into user stories &tech tasks for eng team; ID opportunities
for platform improvements, process enhancements, & innovations; Balance
fulfilling new bus regmts w/ platform’s limits & capabilities; Facilitate partner
integration by ans technical questions & addressing certification nuances;
Participate in client meetings to address tech questions, investigate inqui-
ries, & troubleshoot; Support partner satisfaction re platform ops & integration
questions; Collaborate on tasks re partner or customer inquiries; Conduct

tives; Support eng team w/ clarifications & bus regmt details; Communicate
dev plans & potential integrations to eng team; Reg updates to client team on
proj status, key decisions, & progress; Accurate proj documentation, incl tech
decisions & integration nuances; Foster positive team relationships, team em-
pathy & satisfaction; On-demand reports for client team & integrated partners;
Cooperate w/ DevOps team to update platform infrastructure according to
industry stds; Resp to prod emergencies 24/7 to ensure high platform avail
& minimize client impact. Master’s degree in Comp. Sci., Software Eng., or
Mathematics plus 60 mos wk exp as proj mgr in Fintech industry. Exp must
include 60 mos in each of the following: Prod/proj dev; trad proj mgmt prac-

eng, QA, DevOps, and cust support; Exp in software dev lifecycle & platform
maintenance; Reporting & data visualization; Client relationship mgmt & cust
serv; Team dynamics mgmt; Data analysis & interpretation w/ cloud infrastruc-
ture & CI/CD pipelines; Utilizing Ruby/Ruby on Rails, Terminal/Command Line,
Browers Dev Tools, AWS basics, Data Analysis, SQL, Python Pandas, Jira, &
Excel. EEO. Submit resume to: Helpware Inc., 2321 Sir Barton Way, Ste. 140,
Lexington, KY 40509, ATTN: Dylan Merrill.

KY for 1 Sr. Technical Proj. Mgr.
(Cashtie is Fintech product utilized by

daily meetings, reviews, & retrospec-

Leading cross-functional teams, incl




