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phone interview.
“He has complied with

every requirement asked
of him. He has no criminal
history, no pending charg-
es, no deportation order,
and no reason to be de-
tained,” Mufleh wrote in a
GoFundMe set up to help
pay lawyers to represent
Andres.
The recent high school

graduate was arrested
anyway.
Mufleh was in shock.

She knew Andres had
legal documents to be in
the country.
“ I thought they would

realize they made a mis-
take and will release him,”
Mufleh said. “Now, we
can’t get him out.”
Andres’ arrest comes as

President Donald Trump’s
administration has ramped-
up efforts to arrest and
deport immigrants who are
not in the country legally.
White House Deputy Chief

of Staff Stephen Miller told
Fox News May 29 the
White House has set a new
goal of 3,000 arrests a day.
The Trump adminis-

tration’s efforts to in-
creases arrests has also
sparked widespread pro-
tests in California.
Advocates have scram-

bled to find Andres within
the ICE system.
He has been moved

three different times since
he was detained June 4,
advocates said. He is cur-
rently in an ICE detention
facility in Monroe, Loui-
siana, according to an ICE
database.
Andres was able to con-

tact officials with Fugees
and his school while he
was detained at the Gray-
son County Detention
Center last week, which
holds ICE detainees in
Kentucky.
“We had people who

went to Grayson County
to check on him,” Mufleh
said.
But ICE moves fast.

Andres was moved from
Grayson County at 6:30

a.m. in the days after his
detention.
“Our people were there

at 8:30 a.m.,” Mufleh said.
He was not able to talk

to a lawyer until Monday
shortly after 4 p.m. and
that only happened after
pressure from officials and
groups in Louisiana, Mu-
fleh said.
Mufleh said Andres is

scared and worried. He
also doesn’t understand
why ICE agents ignored
the documents he showed
them.
Mufleh and others in

Bowling Green are now
raising money to help pay
for Andres’ legal fees.
Andres has not been

given documents to show
the charges against him.
ICE is supposed to provide
that information within 72
hours, Mufleh said. Law-
yers had been told Andres
may have a June 18 court
date in Indianapolis.
Neither he nor his law-

yers have been given any
paperwork. He could be
released on bail after a
hearing. It’s also possible

a judge could dismiss the
case.
“His due process rights

are being violated,” Mu-
fleh said. “He is being
held without a charge.”
Bowling Green has been

a longtime refugee reset-
tlement area. Since 1981,
Kentucky’s third-largest
city has welcomed more
than 10,000 refugees,
according to the
International Center of
Kentucky in Bowling
Green, a refugee resettle-
ment agency.
The city was the subject

of a 2023
Emmy-nominated
documentary produced,
written and directed by
Lisa Renze, the former
student media adviser at
Ball State University.
“Fleeing to Flyover Coun-
try” captured and cele-
brated the vibrant diversi-
ty that permeates Bowling
Green’s business, educa-
tional and family circles.

Beth Musgrave:
@HLCityhall
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How long the special
examination will take
“will be directly informed
by the scope of the exam-
ination, which is still to be
determined,” she added.
Ball is also conducting

audits of the Kentucky
Department of Education
and Jefferson County Pub-
lic Schools in Louisville.
House Bill 825, which

was passed by the 2024
Kentucky General Assem-
bly, required an audit of
the state’s education de-
partment. The last budget
bill, House Bill 6 in 2024,
provided an appropriation
to complete the Jefferson
County audit.
The Fayette school

district has a $16 million
budget shortfall and held
a May 27 vote to increase
the occupational license

tax for schools that Re-
publican Attorney General
Russell Coleman said was
unlawful.
According to Coleman’s

opinion, the vote by
Fayette school board chair
Tyler Murphy, vice-chair
Amy Green and board
member Penny Christian
to ask the fiscal court to
increase the occupational
license tax rates for
schools from 0.5 % to
0.75 % was not handled
properly.
Proper notice was not

given and a public hearing
was not held.
On Monday, Murphy

suggested to the superin-
tendent and board that
they “pause” raising the
occupational license tax
for schools. The Fayette
County school board
agreed and canceled a
June 23 public hearing and
vote on increasing the tax.
The school board

reached a consensus to

convene a committee — a
broad-cross section of
people, including students
and staff, community
members, business lead-
ers, faith leaders and
others - to dive into bud-
get issues. That is separate
from Ball’s examination.
Murphy said the district

committee could look at
what it takes to run a dis-
trict the size of Fayette
County and review reve-
nue sources and spending
patterns.
Committee members

would work closely with
district officials, Murphy
said, and make recom-
mendations for the 2025-
2026 working budget and
for the long term that are
focused on students.
District officials said

previously they plan a 20%
cut in each department.
District officials blame

the shortfall on several
factors:

AMore than a decade of

flat state funding.
A The expiration of

temporary federal relief.
A Inflationary pressures

that have significantly
increased operating costs.

A Historic compensa-
tion increases for staff that
were long overdue.
Some Lexington resi-

dents have expressed
concerns about a lack of
transparency in how the
school board handled the
tax increase process.
Notice of the May 27

vote was made known to
the public only when it
was attached to an online
meeting agenda on the
Memorial Day weekend
before the scheduled
meeting.

Valarie Honeycutt Spears:
(859) 379-4967, @vhspears
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Editor’s Note: As Lex-
ington celebrates the 250th
anniversary of its founding,
the Herald-Leader and
kentucky.com each day
throughout 2025 will share
interesting facts about our
hometown. Compiled by Liz
Carey, all are notable mo-
ments in the city’s history
— some funny, some sad,
others heartbreaking or
celebratory, and some just
downright strange.
For more than 75 years

the Lexington Women’s
Club has worked to make
the city a better place to
live.
On March 12, 1948, a

group of young women
met at the home of Mrs.
H.T. Greathouse to orga-
nize the Lexington Young-
er Women’s Club. Within
a month, the group was
given a charter with the
Kentucky Federation of
Women’s Clubs, and each
of the original 20 charter
members was allowed to
extend membership to one
friend.
With 40 members, the

group set to work in 1948
and 1949. The club offi-
cially became known as
the Lexington Women’s
Club in 1950.
The club’s goal since its

inception has been to
“promote social, educa-
tional and cultural
growth,” and it has done
that through its improve-
ment projects.
Starting in 1948, the

club organized a clothing

bank at the Ashland
School, and helped dress
175 school children the
first year. Since then, the
project has grown, and the
Clothing Center has
moved downtown, helping
to clothe more than
70,000 children, the or-
ganization said.
The organization also

sponsors scholarships for
nontraditional female
undergraduate students at
a Kentucky public uni-
versity, and for a high
school senior from Fayette
County who has exempli-
fied community service
through their volunteer
work.
Its signature event, Bids

for Kids, is its biggest
fundraising event and
features a luncheon, a
fashion show, a bake sale,
vendor tables and lots of
shopping live and silent
auctions of items donated
by local businesses. Funds
raised from the event go
toward the Clothing Cen-
ter, scholarships and other
projects.
Have a question or story

idea related to Lexington’s
250-year history? Let us
know at
250LexKy@gmail.com.

Lexington
Women’s
Club supporting
community
since 1948
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