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Start at the double hexagon. Spell solutions to the clues below by
winding your way through the grid. You can backirack to use letters
more than once. Each new word starts with the last letter of the

Skipped the Fun
Phase Entirely: Celebrate
that you managed the
crushing skid to divorce
without the marriage,
fighting and lawyers?

Sorry. Read the room,
Hax. I do know you're
hurting.

I also find myself want-
ing to stand up for old,
comfy marriage, though.
It’s not a “fun and excit-
ing phase,” then a “com-
fortable, settled, routine
phase,” and then, “K, now
go play by yourself for 50
years.”

I mean, there’s some of
that.

But you can actually
enjoy each other’s com-
pany in year whatever,
without having to burn all
your marriage points or
put on hard pants.

There’s an element of
luck to still wanting each
other’s company as the
newness wears off. But it
helps to think in terms of
companionship from the
beginning, organically
— and I'm talking about
the before-you-even-
meet-someone beginning.
Meaning, you orient your
life and priorities on the
quality of the companion-
ship, and whether the time
you spend with someone
flows and makes your life
better. And whether you
want more of it, mutually,

without having to force
the issue.

Any framing of a
relationship in terms
of progress, wooing,
leaps, negotiating or,
egad, *chips* within
this mindset of actually
enjoying each other and
— mutually — not wanting
that to end just seem so ...
discordant.

It’s your life, not mine,
but I can’t imagine want-
ing this phase or a next
one with someone I have
to beg to have dinner with
me before he goes off to
game by himself.

If you, too, want some-
one who wants to have
dinner with you, then
you’ll need to ask this one
to move out.

Then I suggest
breathing a bit as a single
person. Reconnect with
things you like about
life, and your friends
who reciprocate, and
yourself. Add new ones,
maybe. Reset your sense
of normalcy and consider
getting it realigned profes-
sionally. Especially if it
wasn’t 100% plumb
to start with, it can get
pretty bent by a power
imbalance — as this rela-
tionship seems to have.

Letting your interest in
each other run its course
more naturally next time
can help you avoid that.

Matchups
are set for
2026 World
Baseball
Classic

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON
Jjmcpherson@miamiherald.com

World Baseball Classic,
Inc. on Wednesday an-
nounced the four pools for
the 20-team tournament
and thus the bracketing
for how the multiround
event will unfold in 2026.

Miami’s loanDepot
park, home of the Miami
Marlins, will once again
play an integral role in the
tournament by hosting in
every phase of the event —
pool play, quarterfinals,
semifinals and the cham-
pionship.

For the Miami portion
of the tournament, action
begins with pool play from
March 6-11, with loanDe-
pot park hosting a five-
team field of Venezuela,
the Dominican Republic,
the Netherlands, Israel
and Nicaragua. The teams
will play in a round-robin
format, with each team
playing the remaining four
teams in the pool.

The top two teams from
the Miami bracket, Pool
D, will advance to the
quarterfinals on March 13
and 14 to face the two
teams that advance from
Pool C, a group that con-
sists of Japan, Australia,
Korea, Czechia and Chi-
nese Taipei and will begin
the tournament in Tokyo.
The Pool D winner will
face the Pool C runner-up,
and the Pool C winner will
face the Pool D runner-up.

The semifinals will be
on March 15 and 16, with
the championship set for
March 17.

The other half of the
bracket is as follows:

Pool A, in San Juan,
Puerto Rico: Puerto Rico,

MATIAS J. OCNER mocner@miamiherald.com

Fans stand for the national anthem before the start of a
championship game between USA and Japan at the
World Baseball Classic on March 21, 2023, in Miami.

Cuba, Canada, Panama
and Colombia

Pool B, in Houston: The
United States, Mexico,
Italy, Great Britain and

Classifie

Brazil

The quarterfinals be-
tween the four teams that
advance from these pools
will take place in Houston.

Yankees’ Judge to captain
Team USA in 2026 WBC

Field Level Media

New York Yankees
slugger Aaron Judge will
play for Team USA at the
2026 World Baseball Clas-
sic and serve as the
squad’s captain.

Manager Mark DeRosa
made the announcement
Monday on MLB Network.
Judge is the first player to
be named to the team.

The two-time American
League MVP did not par-
ticipate in the 2023 global

FIND.

competition, in which
then-captain Mike Trout
and the U.S. team lost to
the Shohei Ohtani-led
Japan team in the gold-
medal game.

Judge, 32, expressed his
desire to compete in the
2026 WBC during spring
training.

“I think that would be
pretty fun,” the outfielder
told Fox Sports on Feb. 19.
“It just depends. See
where I'm at in my career
at that point. Hopefully
they still want me.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION FOR SEALED BIDS
FOR SURPLUS PROPERTY
The Lexington-Fayette County Health Department (LFCHD) is accepting sealed
bids for Surplus Property. Sealed bids will be accepted through April 28, 2025
until 4:00PM. Late bids will not be accepted. The LFCHD reserves the right to
reject any and all bids.

Bid forms, photos and surplus property information may be obtained using the
link: https://www.lfchd.org/spd/

Bids must be submitted in a sealed, pre-addressed envelope no later than
April 28, 2025 by 4:00PM. Bids may be hand delivered or mailed. Electronic
submission of bids will not be accepted.

Send sealed bids to:

Lexington-Fayette County Health Department
c/o Wade Creech, Facilities Manager
650 Newtown Pike
Lexington, KY 40508
(859) 509-3365

IPL0228027
Apr 18-20 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Initiation of the Section 106 Process-Public Participation in accor-
dance with the FCC’s Nationwide Programmatic Agreement. Crown Castle in-
tends to construct a communications facility at 1625 Newtown Pike, Lexington,
Fayette County, Kentucky (Latitude: 38.089024° and Longitude: -84.489108°).
The facility will include a new metal CRAN/light pole with an overall height of 43
ft. and associated equipment. Crown Castle is publishing this notice in accor-
dance with Federal Communications Commission regulations (47 CFR § 1.1307)
for Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and for the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). We respectfully request that parties
interested in commenting on this Federal undertaking relative to potential effects
on cultural or historic properties should contact GSS, Inc., 3311 109th Street,
Urbandale, 1A 50322; Ph. (515) 331-2103 within 30 days of the posting of this

notice. (GSS #W25111)
IPL0228312
Apr 18 2025

Request for Proposal
Architectural/Engineering
Services
CFP KY36P028-501(23)(24)

To Prospective Bidders:

The Housing Authority of Barbourville
is requesting proposal from interest-
ed firms to provide Architectural and
Engineering Services for a modern-
ization project funded by Capital Fund
Program KY36P028-501 (23)(24) from
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD).

All proposals must be received at the
office of the Housing Authority of Bar-
bourville by May 15, 2025 by 3:00 PM.
local time in order to be considered.

You can call the office of the Housing
Authority of Barbourville at (606)546-
3567 or by email at: bha @barbourvi-
lle.com

It is the intent of the Housing Authori-
ty of Barbourville to award a contract
to the highest-ranking firm. Contract
amendments for three additional
years may be negotiated upon receipt
of subsequent funding.

Contact:

Lisa Creasy

Executive Director

Housing Authority of Barbourville
PO. Box 69

105 Lake Avenue
Barbourville, KY 40906
Phone: (606)546-3567
Email: bha @barbourville.com
IPL0226751

Apr 16,18,20,23,25,27 2025

Beverage Notice

The Vine Restaurant LLC d/b/a The
V hereby declares its intention(s) to
apply for a NQ2 retail drink license,
special Sunday retail drink license,
caterer’s license, and sampling li-
cense no later than May 18th, 2025.
The licensed premises will be 106 W.
Vine Street Ste #902 Lexington, KY
40507. The members are as follows.
Member, Cole Arimes of 18 Richmond
Ave Lex, KY 40502. Member, Maggie
Delk of 419 Keene Manor Cir, Nicho-
lasville, KY 40356. Member, Jacquie
Meriwether, 3941 Crosby Dr., Lexing-
ton, KY 40515. Any person, associa-
tion, corporation, or body politic may
protest the granting of the license(s)
by writing Department of Alcohol
Beverage Control, 500 Mero Street
2NE33, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601,
within thirty (30) days of the date of
legal publication.

IPL0228663

Apr 18 2025

Recreational

2022 EZGO golf cart.
Express S4 EFl Gas, less
than 50 hours. Loaded.

8
859-661-1264 $10,6000
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Judge never has partici-
pated in the international
event, which runs from
March 5-17, 2026. Games
will take place in Houston,
Miami, Tokyo and San
Juan, Puerto Rico, with the
semifinals and champion-
ship game in Miami.

“It would be cool to
represent your country,”
Judge said. “(Team USA)
made it to the finals, but
they didn’t win it. So we
gotta win it. We’ll see.
We'll see.”

859.231.3100
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Merchandise

Miscellaneous

Blue Grass Memorial Gardens
2 Side By Side Lots-Fountain $12,000
value includes open,closing & chairs!
Asking $8500 (772)215-1142

Service Directory

Home & Business Improvement

Commonwealth Construction/
Handyman Services
859.699.9949
Do All Company-For All Your Needs
Licensed,Registered,Insured ,Bonded

All Carpet Repairs/Stretch/
Water & Pet Damage/Rotten/ Squeaky
Floors. crosscarpetrepair.com
30+ yrs exp. 859-225-3863
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