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Treasures by Wilma Erwin

If today you were put on a
witness stand and asked,
“Have you worked more on
God’s house to keep it up and
well run or more on your own
house?” what would be your
answer?

The Lord created the
heaven and the earth. He put
all here that is here. He created
man in His image. He
breathed into man and he be-
came a living soul. He created
man and woman. He gave us
life and a soul in His image.
He gave us six days to work
and the sabbath to rest and
worship.

He gave us 90% of all we
earn to invest as we please. He
asked that 10% be put into His
house to keep it running ac-
cording to His Word. He fur-
ther promised to meet all

needs of those who did this. So
why do people choose not to
obey this? It isn’t new! It was
happening as far back as time
records. Here is one instance.

Haggai was a prophet in
post-captivity of Judah and
Jerusalem. Israel had been dis-
obedient and God let Babylon
come and take them
captive. Then, the Medes and
Persians took Babylon, for
The Lord didn’t let their evil
go unpunished either. He does
not let any evil go unpunished
for His Word promised that
your sin would find you out.

The Persians had let those
who wanted to return to
Jerusalem do so. They were to
rebuild the Temple, walls and
Jerusalem. They returned and
worked on it, for awhile. Then,
they got sidetracked working

on their own homes, leaving
God’s house deficit of the
needs.

The Lord came to Haggai
in the second year of Darius,
the King. He told Haggai the
people say, “The time is not
come, the time that the Lord’s
house should be built.”

The Lord told them, “ Is it
time for you, O ye, to dwell in
your ceiled houses, and this
house lie waste?” He further
told them twice, not once, “It
was time to consider their
ways.”

The Lord pointed out to
them the truth of life in disobe-
dience to Him. He said they:
Would sow much and harvest
little, having too little,

They would drink and not
be filled,

They would clothe and not

be warm,
And earn wages and put in

bags; but it would seem the
bag had holes in it. The Lord
again told them to consider
their ways. He instructed them
to go to the mountain, bring
wood and build the house as
He told them. Then, He would
take pleasure in it and be glo-
rified. The Lord had been
blowing upon what they
brought home and bringing it
to little because they left His
Temple building to work on
their own homes. His house
was in waste and their own
houses were receiving all the
work. 

The people obeyed and
worked on God’s house.

Blessings on obeying God
instead of working and getting
nowhere. 
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