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Treasures by Wilma Erwin

A classic example of a
story with a Godly moral
is the Parable of the Good
Samaritan. Samaritans and
Jews were not friends. The
Northern Kingdom of 10
tribes had Samaria as their
capital.

And Jerusalem, in the 2
tribe Kingdom Judah, was
capital there. Bad feelings
had lingered for decades
after the 12 tribes split from
Israel to North Israel and
South Judah. Often bad
feelings pass down from
idle talk and gossip. The
younger generations pick
up prejudices and even ha-
tred for people based on
events before they were
born. 

Jesus emphasizes com-
passion and kindness, even
towards those considered
enemies or strangers. A
man is beaten and left for
dead. A priest and a Levite
pass by the man on the
other side to avoid getting
involved. Then a Samaritan
stops to help, offering care
and payment for his recov-
ery. 

The moral is to always
show kindness and compas-
sion, treating others as we
would want to be treated,
regardless of their back-
ground. 

In over  45 years of
school business and 45 of
church leadership I’ve see
far, far too many people
who pass by on the other
side, so to speak. And many
add insult to injury by
speaking down and nega-
tively to and about the per-
son.  

I’ve seen and heard
things from those labeled
leaders, teachers, Christians
and helpers of many honor-
able professions.  

I’ve seen people who
smell badly treated wrongly
without any real concern
for their feelings or needed
help. I’ve seen children
done the same.

But I’ve seen and heard
real love given!

My own father’s mother
died when he was at the
tender age of four. There
was no welfare system to
feed and care for them. He
remembered many times
being ‘sent on down the
road’ to avoid caring for an

extra child.  
But He had other memo-

ries too!
He remembered an older

brother, only 12 himself,
and two sisters, between the
age of 4 and 12 taking care
of him. He remembered
with deep, deep love the
sacrifices made to keep
them together, fed and shel-
tered.

He remembered women
who would give him stale
bread as they gave their
children a piece of cake.
Some of these women were
those thought well of in the
community.

He told me of a lady in
the community who had a
bad reputation and was
often talked badly of by the
other women. He remem-
bered a time when his foot
was cut, his belly was
empty and he hadn’t bathed
or had clothes washed in
days. As he walked past
this lady’s home she called
his name and invited him
to come in. She asked the
cause of his limp, found
the cut and soaked his foot
in an Epsom salts filled
foot tub while talking him
into a full bath and clothes
bath. She had clothes of
her grandson to fit him.
While he bathed she pre-
pared fried potatoes and
bread that she served with
jelly and butter.  He never
forgot that lady and her
care. 

He taught me to watch
for those little boys and
girls and treat them like my
own. He always hunted
them out and became a
‘Good Samaritan’. He and
Mom often took things to
widows’ homes and those
who had fallen on hard
times. 

Recently I was reminded
again of my Daddy’s les-
sons, of The Good Samari-
tan and my Jesus’ teachings
on showing His love to
those He points out to me.

It isn’t every person you
see that The Lord has as-
signed to you; but your turn
will come. It is a time to
show another human the
Love of Christ and make a
difference as best you can.

Blessings on having a
Good Samaritan experi-
ence! 

More about Job
and my brother
By Freddie Stamm

I want to begin by re-
membering Tommy Jr. (my
late brother) again. His
birthday was July 13, and he
would have been 76 this
year. He was 74 when he
died, just before Veteran’s
Day, 2023.

The book of Job histori-
cally has been believed to be
the oldest book in the Bible,
the first book written. Here
are some things about the
man Job, from Chapter one.
He was a man of character,
a man of substance, a good
family man, a man to be
considered as having favor
with God, and God had con-
fidence in Job. Of course, he
was a man of character in
verse I “Perfect and upright,
feared God and eschewed
(avoided) evil. It doesn’t
mean that he was sinless,
sinless perfection. There
was only one in that cate-
gory, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Job was not sinless, but
blameless. His suffering was
not the result of any sin in
his life. He was a man of
substance and we are told
about this in Job 1:3. He was
a good family man. He was
concerned about his chil-
dren, their relationship with
God. Please see verses 4 and
5. He was a man considered
to have favor with God, vs.
6-8.

God had confidence in
Job, verse 12. Also, I want
to point out than Satan has
access to God. But God,
who is all-knowing (omni-
science), knows more about
Job that Satan does. So God
had confidence in Job,
again verse 12. Also
“blessed be the name of the
Lord. For all this Job sinned
not, nor charged (accused)
God foolishly.” Job 1:21b
and v. 22.

On another subject, from
time to time, I hear about
people who have passed
away and it was believed
that they prayed and called
upon the Lord before they
passed away (death bed re-
pentance). That is good, es-
caping the torments of Hell,
and being with Jesus for all
eternity. An eleventh hour
situation. But why don’t
more people get right with
the Lord earlier, while they
can enjoy the blessings of
the Christian life? Where
they can do something in
their life to give back, being
a blessing to others. Of
course, for Christians our
works don’t lead us to
Heaven, they follow us to
Heaven! Also, there is the
belief of “sinning away the
day of grace.” See Genesis
6:3 and keep in mind II
Corinthians 6:2 and
Proverbs 27:1. Blessings.  
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Public Notice 25c

Mr. Bivens
David T. Bivens, 64, of Foxboro, Massachusetts,

passed away Tuesday, June 9, 2025, at Sturdy Memorial
Hospital in Attleboro, Massachusetts.

He was a son of the late Alex and Iris
(Ginn) Bivens, one of
their 14 children raised at
Garrison. David attended
Lewis County schools
and earned a bachelor’s
degree from National
University. He served in the US Navy as

a Boatswain’s Mate.
David loved cooking, eating, working on vehicles,

plowing snow, and gardening—and could work circles
around anyone, anytime. His grandkids were his favorite
people, and he enjoyed visiting, FaceTiming, reading sto-
ries with his silly voices, swimming, and all kinds of fun
adventures with them. His laugh and sense of humor will
be missed by all who knew him.

He was the beloved husband of Amy Perry; loving fa-
ther of Tiffany Vaughn and her husband Michael of West-
land, Michigan; and proud Grandpa Dave of Hunter and
Brooklyn Vaughn.

Survivors also include his siblings, Mike (Gloria)
Bivens, Pete (Cathy) Bivens, Edna Blevins, Linda (Wes)
Carter, John (Stella) Bivens, Keith (Tracy) Bivens, Mark
Bivens, Robert (Tammy) Bivens, Susie (John) Penrod,
and Jerry (Marcia) Bivens, all of Kentucky; Roger (Amy)
Bivens of North Carolina; and Ronald (Josie) Bivens of
Ohio. He also leaves behind many special nieces,
nephews, and friends.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by
a brother, Donald Bivens.

Services were at 1:00 p.m. Friday, June 20, 2025, at
Faith Baptist Church, 1292 Briary Road at Quincy, with
Pastor Tim Underwood officiating.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests book donations
be made in his honor to Mott Children’s Hospital.

Our dad had a deep love for reading—a love he joy-
fully passed down to his grandchildren—and we would
be honored to share that same joy with other children.
Mott has been a meaningful part of our family’s journey,
a place where we’ve spent many hours and read countless
books. It feels only fitting to carry forward his legacy in
a way that brings comfort and imagination to young read-
ers there.

Some of his favorites included The Pout-Pout Fish, Lit-
tle Blue Truck, and Llama Llama Red Pajama.

Donations may be made at: https://www.mottchil-
dren.org/mott-patient-visitor-guide/giving-library

COMMUNITY EVENTS
VANCEBURG JULY JUBILEE - Friday, July 4, food
booths open at 4:00 p.m. Music throughout the evening.
Parade starts at 7:00 p.m. at Central Elementary. Events on
Saturday, July 5, start at 6:30 a.m. with registration for
Fishing Tournament. Other events include the LC Shooting
Sports Gun Run, Baby Show, Cutie Pie Show, Journey’s
Jumpys, Music, Booths and Food Trucks, Dog Show,
Cruise In, and Firework Show.
BENCHMARK FAMILY SERVICES - Benchmark Family
Services is taking applications for foster parenting. As the
largest private foster care agency in the state of Kentucky, we
are able to provide our foster parents with an unmatched level
of training, support, and financial reimbursement. To learn
more about becoming a foster parent, please call 606-783-0268
or go to www.benchmarkfs.org.

Area Obituaries
Mr. Wells

Alec Taylor Wells, 30, of Waynesfield, Ohio, died at 9:53
p.m. Saturday, June 14, 2025, at the Ohio State University
Wexner Medical Center in Columbus, Ohio, as the result of
injuries sustained in a motorcycle accident in Auglaize
County, Ohio.

He was born July 2, 1994, in Portsmouth,
Ohio, a son of Carl “Eddie” Wells Jr. of
South Shore and Terry (Harvey) Mathias of
Reynoldsburg, Ohio.

He was a graduate of Greenup County
High School and worked at the Honda
Transmission Plant in Russells Point, Ohio.
Alec loved spending time with his family
and enjoyed fitness, riding his motorcycle, and playing video
games.

On July 19, 2016, he married the love of his life, Tasia
Wells. Together they have two children, Logan J. Wells, age
seven, and Naomi M. Wells, age five.

Alec is also survived by his siblings, Jarrod (Ashley) Wells
of Quincy and Lakin (Jordan) Mathews of Chillicothe, Ohio;
his grandparents, Carl and Patricia Wells of Quincy; an aunt,
Karen Carlile; and uncle, Darin Wells; his mother-in-law,
April Sinift of Logan, Ohio; his father-in-law, Delmar (Lara)
Sinift of Logan, Ohio; his sister-in-law, Sharlyn (Aidan) Old-
ham of Lancaster, Ohio; and his brother-in-law, Phoenix
Sinift of Logan. Several nieces, nephews, and friends also
survive.

Services were at 5:00 p.m. Sunday, June 22, 2025, at the
Waynesfield Chapel of Eley Funeral Home and Crematory,
200 E Wapakoneta Street in Waynesfield, Ohio, with Pastor
Blake Bevins officiating.

Alec selflessly gave the gift of life as an organ donor, help-
ing five individuals through his final act of generosity.

Memorials may be directed to a fund established for his
children.

Condolences may be sent at www.eleyfuneralhomeand
crematory.com.
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