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March 2025 County Judge 
Executive Monthly Report

We hit the ground running this
month by attending the Depart-
ment of Local Government’s
Budget Workshop held at Gateway
Area Development District in
Morehead. The content also cov-
ered HB 810 Training Program
and SPGE’s Federal/State legal
updates.  

I met with Vanceburg Mayor
Dana Blankenship and Megan
Bankemper, field representative for
Senator Mitch McConnell. We dis-
cussed tourism, community devel-
opment, and industrial
development in Lewis County and
the City of Vanceburg.

I attended a DR-4848 FEMA
Recovery Transition meeting with
LC Applicant Agent LeAnn
Kamer, LCEM Director Dennis
Brown, KYEM Caitlen Commins,
and FEMA Velez Yambo. This in-
cident occurred between 9/27-9/30
2024 due to Category A Hurricane
Helene, requiring county-wide de-
bris removal. 

I attended the Hospice of Hope
Finance/Audit Committee Zoom
meeting.

On March 10, I presided over
the March Fiscal Court meeting.
The meeting was opened with
prayer offered by Rex McKinniss,
Minister of Tollesboro Christian
Church, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance. Comprehend Inc.
CEO Melissa Greenwell spoke to
the court about the services they
provide in Lewis County and
asked the court to consider giving
a donation. BTADD Missy Hardy
spoke to the court about a Debris
Management Plan. The bids were
opened for the CPPP road projects.
The County Clerk’s Fee Settle-
ment was reviewed and approved.
The Brewer Lawn Service agree-
ment was reapproved. A housing
agreement with Rowan County
Detention Center was reapproved.
The court acknowledged the 2025-
26 Jail Budget. Ordinance #25-01
FC Budget amendment was ap-
proved. A temporary easement was
approved for a detour on Ribolt-
Epworth Road while a bridge is
put in. Resolution #25-06 was ap-
proved, which allows me to ap-
point members for the Ethics
Committee. The selected commit-
tee members are George Plummer,
Jennifer Meadows, and Jill O’Cull.
The court approved selling a vehi-
cle I drove that is no longer needed.
Jeff Thoroughman was hired for
workforce. Myron Conn was re-
hired at Solid Waste as a seasonal
employee. The court approved
courthouse roof repairs to be done
by Orus Weaver. Magistrate Un-
derwood discussed Cedar Lane
and Waring Cemetery roads with
the court. The court approved a do-
nation to the Red Cross again this
year. Approval was given to the
Clerk’s office to buy some election
equipment. Reports were pre-
sented by all departments and ap-
proved before the court adjourned. 

Next, I headed to Comprehend
Inc. to attend the Board of Direc-
tors special meeting. The meeting
was called to order by Chairperson
Rebecca Cartmell. Committee re-
ports on some old and new busi-
ness were discussed. Some policies
were updated. CEO Melissa
Greenwell and others gave updates
on several programs. 

Lewis County EM Director
Dennis Brown, Road Supervisor
David Goodwin, Applicant Agent
LeAnn Kamer, KYEM Area 7
Manager Jason York and I met
FEMA workers in Lewis County
to assess storm damage. We visited
several of the roads that were
washed out during the February
flooding. These damaged roads
have been repaired, and some will
be eligible for FEMA Public As-
sistance funding. Combined with
work done by the state highway,
we met and exceeded the financial
threshold required to qualify for
Public Assistance during the Feb-
ruary flooding. We appreciate our
county officials for their hard work
along with KYEM and FEMA for
coming to visit and do their assess-

ments of these roads. 
Attended the BTADD Water

Management Council. During the
meeting we discussed project
amendments for nine projects. We
discussed operator training coming
up on March 19th at the Mason
County Extension Office. BT
Workforce Development gave a
presentation on the different pro-
grams they have and how they can
work with and support us. I spoke
with Debbie Landram with the KY
Infrastructure Authority about the
South Shore Water Project that will
provide public water for several
residents on Scaffold Lick and in
the Firebrick area. Debbie says the
project is making some progress. 

BTADD Executive Director
Kevin Cornette and I visited Supe-
rior Composites. We met with
plant manager Greg Spears to dis-
cuss the workforce, employee re-
cruitment, and employee retention.
We discussed production, storage,
and distribution. Lastly, we talked
about our goal of having a riverport
here in Lewis County. 

I attended the monthly BTADD
board of directors meeting. I called
the meeting to order followed with
prayer and the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Sarah Etler with What’s
Happening News Publications
gave a presentation to the board.
The board approved the appoint-
ment or reappointment of new
members from Fleming, Mason,
and Robertson counties. A finan-
cial report and budget versus actual
was given by Stephen Culp and ap-
proved. Staff reports were given by
all departments. Executive Director
Kevin Cornette spoke about the in-
tergovernmental review process,
the GSI Software Annual Renewal,
and the status of bills in the House
and Senate as of 3/17/25. 

We have been continuing to
make improvements in the Lewis
County Road Department. The
staff along with the maintenance
department have been helping fix
doors and floors. They have been
doing spring cleaning, painting,
and making the inside looks much
better. 

Next, I went to the Comprehend
Inc. Board of Directors monthly
meeting. The meeting was called
to order by Chairperson Rebecca
Cartmell followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance. The board approved
the past meeting minutes. A finan-
cial report was given by Ms. Hicks
and approved. The CEO report
was given by Ms. Greenwell fol-
lowed by committee reports. 

I attended the Licking Valley
Community Action Program
monthly meeting. The meeting
was called to order followed by
prayer and the Pledge of Alle-
giance. The past minutes and a fi-
nancial report were both approved.
Program reports were given by Di-
rector Kenneth Walters, and several
other business matters were dis-
cussed before closing.  

Magistrates Johnny Osborne,
Mark Horsley, and I hit the road to
attend the KY Magistrates and
Commissioners Association spring
conference in Lexington. We heard
from Lieutenant Governor Jacque-
line Coleman, KACo Attorney
Rich Ornstein, DLG Robert
Brown Budget Preparation, Agri-
culture Commissioner Jonathan
Shell, Representative Patrick Flan-
nery, Senior Advisor Rocky Ad-
kins, and several other state and
local officials. We heard updates on
Opioid Abatement, medical
cannabis, jails, roads, bridges, and
much more. It was a great time to
make connections with other offi-
cials across Kentucky. 

Employees from the Small
Business Development Center and
TENCO Workforce Development
staff traveled to Lewis County to
discuss the upcoming Business
Forum on May 9 from 11:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. at the Lewis County Ex-
tension Office.  All Lewis County
business owners are encouraged to
attend. We all plan on getting out
into the county and stopping by
some of the businesses to encour-
age them to come to our forum.
This will be a time to meet and

connect with other business own-
ers and learn about what they do,
some of the ways they may work
together, and to learn what Work-
force and SBDC can do to support
them.   

Next, I met with Buffalo Trace
ADD staff and EM Director Den-
nis Brown to discuss the Lewis
County 911 service contract. We
talked about several changes that
need to be updated in our service
contract. Once the updates have
been made, they will go before the
court for approval. 

I had the opportunity to discuss
a wildfire mitigation forestry grant
with Buffalo Trace and the Divi-
sion of Forestry. We applied for the
grant through BTADD and are
hopeful that we will receive it.
Over the past few years, there have

been several forest fires in the
county – some of which have
burned several hundred acres. If
awarded, BTADD will help us
build a wildfire mitigation plan. It
will include community meetings
and training for our fire depart-
ments. Overall, it will help Lewis
County be safer and better pre-
pared. We also want to protect our
timber, which is one of our greatest
resources.

I collaborated with County At-
torney Benjamin Harrison and
landowners to get an easement
contract to build a detour on their
property while a new bridge is
under construction on Ribolt-Ep-
worth Road.

I went to the Lewis County
Board of Education to meet with
Maysville Community & Techni-

cal College President Dr. McCol-
lough and LC Superintendent Dr.
Mike Melton. We discussed edu-
cation at the college and at the new
Career and Technical Center. We
met with Principal Jeremy Ruckel
and he gave us a tour of the center. 

I attended a phone conference
briefing with the National Weather
Service and LCEM Director Den-
nis Brown concerning potential se-
vere weather on 3/30/25-3/31/25.
The potential for strong winds
seemed to be their biggest concern. 

Treasurer Penny Lee, Road Su-
pervisor David Goodwin, and I
met with Scott Pekar of Worldwide
Equipment to discuss the process
of updating the Road Depart-
ment’s semi-tractor and two tri-
axle trucks. The Fiscal Court will
make the final decision on these

trucks in the April 14, meeting. LC
Fiscal Court and the county road
department have been working
with Worldwide for the past 11
years.

When I look at my calendar and
see all of the events and meetings
coming up, I am filled with hope
and excitement for the future of
Lewis County. We have been
working diligently on an array of
projects, multiple grants through
Buffalo Trace Area Development
District, and events that will bring
people together to generate ideas to
help our county excel. It is a bless-
ing to have the opportunity to work
hard for you, the good people of
Lewis County, and make many
great partnerships with officials in
Frankfort and across the state of
Kentucky along the way.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
WIC WANTS YOU! - WIC offers health care and free healthy
foods for eligible women and children under age 5. Call the
Lewis County Health Department to find out if you qualify. Ex.
of WIC Program Income Guidelines: A family of 4 can make
up to $57,720 annually. Call today 606-796-2632.
LEWIS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY - Will meet
the third Saturday of each month at Noon at the Historical So-
ciety building on Market Street, Vanceburg.
COVERED BRIDGE MEETING SET FOR APRIL 10
- The Covered Bridge Chapter of Kentucky Public Retirees
will meet Thursday, April 10, at the Double S Entertainment
Center on Foster Street in Flemingsburg. Guest Speaker will
be Goldie Williams. All city, county, and state retirees are in-
vited to attend. Please come and enjoy the fellowship and if
you have not paid your dues you may do so at this time.
LEWIS COUNTY 4-H COMMUNICATIONS CON-
TEST - Lewis County 4-H will be hosting a county-wide com-
munications contest on Tuesday, April 15, at Lewis County
Central Elementary beginning with Sign-In at 6:00 p.m. The
contest will start at 6:30 p.m. with awards presented following
the tallying of scores. Winners will advance to the Area Com-
munications Contest held in May. Any Lewis County youth
ages 9-18 are encouraged to compete! Planning guides for both
Speech and Demonstrations can be obtained by calling the
Lewis County Extension Office at 606-796-2732.  Youth are
encouraged to wear business casual clothing for the event. Reg-
istration is due by April 10 and can be completed by calling the
Lewis County Extension Office. Any questions regarding the
competition can be directed to Ashley Hunt (ashley.mhunt
@uky.edu OR 606-796-2732).
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