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District Court News
Hon. Paul E. Craft
Hon. Benjamin L. 

Harrison 
County Attorney 

February 18, 2025
Lola D. Chen. Arraignment.

(1) Operate motor vehicle
under influence controlled
substance (189A.010(1D), 3rd.
FTA eligible. (2) Leaving
scene of accident/failure to
render aid or assistance. FTA
eligible. (3) Endangering the
welfare of a minor. Pled Not
Guilty (PNG). Appoint PD.
Set Rev. 3-4, 10:00. PTC 5-6,
10:00.

Jonathan Harr. Other Hear-
ing. BW served for failure to
appear 1-28-25 for money due
$273. FTA. BW. $273 costs.
Cash bond or serve out. 

Danny None Logan. Ar-
raignment. (1) Possess con-
trolled substance, 1st degree,
1st offense (methampheta-
mine) METHBLK. (2) 1st de-
gree possession of cs/drug
unspecified, 1st offense. (3)
Drug paraphernalia, buy/pos-
sess. Appoint PD. PNG. PH 2-
25, 10:00.

Brianna S. Castle. Status
Hearing. Def left rehab and
was on for a motion to revoke
probation. FTA. BW.

Christopher J. Cooper. Sta-
tus Hearing. See about rehab.
3-4.

Daniel S. Cooper. Status
Hearing. Motion to revoke
probation. 3-4, 10:00.

Dana Mefford. Diversion
Completion. Dismissed/Di-
verted.

Theordore Ray Rigdon. Ar-
raignment. (1) Possess con-
trolled substance, 1st degree,
1st offense (methampheta-
mine) METHBLK. (2) Driv-
ing on DUI suspended license,
1st offense. FTA eligible. En-
hanceable. 3-4.

Elizabeth Ann Yuraitis. Ar-
raignment. Careless driving.

FTA eligible. FTA. NF. SC.
Amy Lee Ashworth. Pretrial

Conference. Operate motor
vehicle under influence alco-
hol .08 (189A.010(1A), 1st
(aggravating circumstances).
FTA eligible. Pled Guilty (PG).
30 days, serve 4, balance c/d 2
years, violate no law. Report
Feb. 21, 6:00.

Joseph T. Blevins. Pretrial
Conference. Non support. En-
hanceable. Defendant passed
away.

Colby Bowling. Prelimi-
nary Hearing. (1) Assault, 2nd
degree. (2) Unlawful imprison-
ment, 1st degree. Case bound
to Grand Jury for further pro-
ceedings.

Cheryl Butler. Motion Hour.
Motion to void pre trial diver-
sion. Failure of owner to main-
tain required insurance/
security, 1st. FTA eligible. En-
hanceable. Redocket.

Thomas Joseph Butts. Pre-
trial Conference. Criminal
mischief, 2nd degree. 12
months. Serve 8, credit 8, bal-
ance c/d, pay $500 restitution,
violate no law, drug/alcohol
free.

Danial H. Carrington. Pre-
trial Conference. (1) Assault,
4th degree, minor injury. (2)
Assault, 4th degree, minor in-
jury. (3) Resisting arrest. SB90.
12 months Diversion.

Billy Clark. Preliminary
Hearing. Summons. Criminal
abuse, 2nd degree, child 12 or
under. Court finds probable
cause. Case bound to Grand
Jury for further proceedings.

Cydnie Cook. Preliminary
Hearing. (1) Facilitation as-
sault, 2nd degree. (2) Unlawful
imprisonment, 1st degree.
Amend to facilitate. 3-11.

Michael S. Cremeans. Pre-
trial Conference. (1) Improper
start from parked position.
FTA eligible. Merge. (2) No
operators/moped license. FTA

eligible. Merge. (3A) Operate
motor vehicle under influ-
ence/alcohol .08 (189A.010
(1A), 1st (aggravating circum-
stances). FTA eligible. PG. 30
days, serve 4 days, c/d, violate
no law, drug/alcohol free. Start
time 3-21, 6:00 p.m. (4) Pos-
sess open alcohol beverage
container in a motor vehicle.
FTA eligible. Merge.

Daniel Evans. Preliminary
Hearing. (1) Assault, 2nd de-
gree. (2) Unlawful imprison-
ment, 1st degree. Case bound
to Grand Jury for further pro-
ceedings.

John Everman. Preliminary
Hearing. Criminal mischief,
1st degree. 3-11.

John Everman. Preliminary
Hearing. Criminal mischief,
1st degree. 3-11.

John Everman. Arraign-
ment. (1) Operate motor vehi-
cle under influence alcohol
(189A.010(1B), 1st. FTA eli-
gible. (2) Fleeing or evading
police, 1st degree (motor vehi-
cle). FTA eligible. (3) All ter-
rain vehicles violations. (4)
Disorderly conduct, 1st degree.
Defendant waives time. PNG.
PTC.

James A. Florence. Revoca-
tion Hearing. Waive fines/
costs. Case resolved.

James Allen Florence. Rev-
ocation Hearing. Waive costs.
Case resolved.

Billy Fraley. Revocation
Hearing. Withdraw motion.

Billy Joseph Fraley. Revo-
cation Hearing. Agree to re-
voke 120 days beginning
2-4-25.

Jordan Gibson. Preliminary
Hearing. (1) Incest, with per-
son less than 12 years of age.
(2) Sodomy, 1st degree, victim
under 12 years of age. Defen-
dant waives PH.

Amber N. Gillum. Pretrial
Conference. Operate motor
vehicle under influence alco-

hol .08 (189A.010(1A), 1st.
FTA eligible. 3-11.

Kodi T. Hackworth. Prelim-
inary Hearing. (1) Rear license
not illuminated. (2) No/expired
registration plates. (3) No op-
erators/moped license. FTA el-
igible. (4) Failure of owner to
maintain required insurance/
security, 1st. FTA eligible. En-
hanceable. (5) Possess con-
trolled substance, 1st degree,
1st offense (methampheta-
mine) METHBLK. (6) Drug
paraphernalia, buy/possess.
Defendant waives PH.

Donald Dean Hampton.
Preliminary Hearing. (1)
Speeding 26 MPH over/
greater. FTA eligible. (2) Reck-
less driving. FTA eligible. (3)
Operate motor vehicle under
influence alcohol .08 (189
A.010(1A), 4th or >. FTA
eligible. Modify 2nd offense
with aggravating circum-
stances.

Rodger William Highfield
Jr. Motion Hour. Motion to
void pretrial diversion. 2-25.

Daniel Ishmael. Preliminary
Hearing. Criminal mischief,
1st degree. Defendant waives
time. 2-25.

Shai Anna Kettering. Pre-
liminary Hearing. Receiving
stolen property. Defendant
waives time. 3-25.

Billy Joe Lightner. Motion
Hour. Motion for restitution. 2-
25, 11:00.

Anthony Dean Madden.
Pretrial Conference. Operate
motor vehicle under influence
alcohol (189A.010(1B), 2nd
(aggravating circumstances).
FTA eligible. Reset.

Roger Michael Massengale.
Pretrial Conference. (1) Rear
license not illuminated. (2) Op-
erating on suspended/revoked
operators license. FTA eligible.
(3) Failure to notify address
change to Dept. of Transporta-
tion. (4) No/expired Kentucky

registration receipt. (5) Failure
to produce insurance card.
FTA. NF. SC.

John Phillip Mealing Jr.
Pretrial Conference. (1) Speed-
ing 23 MPH over limit. FTA
eligible. (2) No operators/
moped license. FTA eligible.
Reset.

April Moore. Preliminary
Hearing. Criminal abuse, 2nd
degree, child 12 or under.
Court finds probable cause.
Case bound to Grand Jury.

Brittany M. Nichols. Pretrial
Conference. Operating on sus-
pended/revoked operators li-
cense. FTA eligible. FTA. SC.
NF.

Brittany M. Nichols. Pretrial
Conference. (1) No/expired
registration plates. (2) No/ex-
pired Kentucky registration re-
ceipt. (3) Failure of owner to
maintain required insurance/
security, 1st. FTA eligible. En-
hanceable. (4) Failure to regis-
ter transfer of motor vehicle.
(5) Operating on suspended/re-
voked operators license. FTA
eligible. (6) Failure to wear
seat belts. FTA eligible. (7) Im-
proper registration plate. (8)
Rear license not illuminated.
FTA. NF. SC.

Fred Pollard. Preliminary
Hearing. (1A) Torture of a dog
or cat. (2) Torture of a dog or
cat. Defendant waives time.
Reset 3-4.

Carl Jason Riley. Motion
Hour. Motion to amend. (1)
Operate motor vehicle under
influence substance (189A.010
(1C), 1st. FTA eligible. (2)
Possess open alcohol beverage
container in a motor vehicle.
FTA eligible. 

Carl Jason Riley. Pretrial
Conference. (1) Operate motor
vehicle under influence sub-
stance (189A.010(1C), 1st.
Amend to aggravating circum-
stances. PG. 30 days, serve 4,
c/d 2 years, violate no law,

drug/alcohol free. $250 fine.
(2) Possess open alcohol bev-
erage container in a motor ve-
hicle. FTA eligible. Merge.
Start 3-10, 6:00 p.m. Mason
County.

Mitchell Dale Royster. Mo-
tion Hour. Motion to void pre-
trial diversion. Withdraw
motion.

Ashleigh Ruark. Pretrial
Conference. Failure of owner
to maintain required insur-
ance/security, 1st. FTA eligi-
ble. Enhanceable. Dismissed
/Diverted.

Ashleigh Ruark. Pretrial
Conference. Failure to produce
insurance card. Dismissed/Di-
verted.

Sukhpreet S. Singh. Pretrial
Conference. (1) Operating on
suspended/revoked operators
license. FTA eligible. (2) Fail-
ure to produce insurance card.
(3) No/expired Kentucky reg-
istration receipt. (4A) Operate
motor vehicle under influence
alcohol (189A.010(1B), 1st.
FTA eligible. FTA. BW.

Melissa Stone. Motion
Hour. Motion for restitution.
Reset.

Kenton L. Swingler. Pretrial
Conference. (1) Operate motor
vehicle under influence con-
trolled substance (189A.010
(1D), 2nd. FTA eligible. (2)
Improper parking firelane/
block traveled portion of high-
way. 3-18 trial.

Billy Thurman. Pretrial
Conference. Theft by failure to
make required disposition of
property. Incarcerated.

Katelyn Irene Thurman.
Motion Hour. Motion to void
pretrial diversion. Redocketed.

All information contained

in the “ Court News” is di-

rectly taken from the dock-

ets of the Lewis County

Circuit and District Court.

We have completed day
16 of the 30-day 2025 Reg-
ular Session, and the pace
has been intense. All was
foreshadowed by the recent
weather impacts across Ken-
tucky and particularly east
Kentucky. Our area experi-
enced hardship in water-re-
lated issues such as flooding,
roads, slides, and more, but,
overall, we were fortunate
compared to our neighbors.

Relentless rains sub-
merged entire communities,
turning familiar landscapes
into scenes of destruction.
Lives were tragically lost,
homes swept away, roads
rendered impassable, and
countless families displaced.
For the first time, all 120
counties were under a flash
flood and storm warning.
Pike, Perry, and other coun-
ties sustained damages to the
cities and rural areas. I vis-
ited Magoffin and Johnson
counties, where there was
flooding as well. Our people
are the most resilient and,
once again, they come to-
gether to share their time,
energy, talents, and faith to
get through this time. My
mountain colleagues and I
are unified in our resolve to
address the needs of our re-
gion. Thanks to all the first
responders and state agen-
cies who have pitched in,
and all the non-profits, busi-
nesses, and private individu-
als for the outpouring of
support.

For over a year, I have
been working on issues relat-
ing to natural disasters, in-
cluding flooding, tornadoes,
and fire. I was tasked with
putting my technical educa-
tion and background to work
with international and na-
tional groups to look at best
practices and technologies
that states can implement to
assess risk, study disasters,
look at infrastructure re-
silience, and plan for mitiga-
tion and remediation when
they strike. Additionally, we
are exploring how to best
steward government tax dol-
lars, both federal and state, in
dealing with federal, state,
and local initiatives.

I have been interviewed by
national news outlets and ap-
peared in articles regarding
impacts by Politico and Pew.

I have been working for sev-
eral months on the creation of
the Disaster Prevention Re-
siliency Task Force to study
the aforementioned issues,
and this week, I filed Senate
Concurrent Resolution
(SCR) 67 to do just that. I
have received exceptional
support from the west to the
east and appreciate Sen.
Robby Mills, of Henderson,
coming on to co-sponsor.

A highlight of the week
was Hunger Free Kentucky
Day – which reminds us that
there are many of all ages and
backgrounds grappling with
food insecurity. Our own ad-
vocate, Dan Blevins of Help-
ing Hands of Greenup
County, braved the elements
for his annual visit but had to
cut his trip short and return to
address our own flooding is-
sues.

Hayley Poynter of Lewis
County and Cade Carter of
Carter County attended UK
Pharmacy School Lobby
Day. It was not Hayley’s first
venture to Frankfort, and I
have watched Cade grow up
from his soccer days at West
Carter, where my son Troy
coached him. I am very
proud of them, and they rep-
resented their school and pro-
fession well!

A group dear to me is the
Kentucky Optometrists. They
were in town, and Dr. Randy
Steel represented our area. I
also heard some Doc Webb
stories from the group!

After two years of collab-
orating with the Kentucky
Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion (KVMA) Board of Ex-
aminers, non-veterinary
dental practitioners, horse
owners, and other stakehold-
ers, my Equine Dental and
Chiropractic Senate Bill (SB)
69 passed committee and the
Senate floor. It allows inclu-
sion of these non-veterinary
practitioners a path of licen-
sure by inclusion in allied an-
imal health disciplines. The
measure will allow individu-
als who have been providing
care in animal husbandry in
these areas to have required
education, training, and ac-
countability. It will continue
to strengthen the relation-
ships between allied
providers, veterinarians, and
patients. This measure will

also improve care affordabil-
ity and access for our equine
population, particularly in
rural areas where there is a
large animal veterinarian
shortage.

A highly publicized bill
passed the Senate this week
SB 79, which updates Ken-
tucky’s state employment
policies, including new em-
ployee classifications, layoff
procedures, and payroll
guidelines. A key amendment
imposes strict telework re-
strictions, limiting remote
work to emergencies or two
days per month for certain
employees. I agree that there
has been some abuse and
service voids with remote
working on some levels, yet I
opposed the measure because
the amendment goes too far
and there needs to be a bal-
anced and rational approach
to the problem. The bill over-
looks the importance of
worker efficiency, travel
times, telework in supporting
rural communities, rebuilding
local tax bases, and encour-
aging broadband investments
vital for regional economic
development. The same must
be balanced with proper op-
eration of government of-
fices, availability on phone
and in person for contact in
service, and chain of ac-
countability of performance.
It passed the Senate 25–10,
and I feel we haven’t seen the
bill in its final form.

Some of the other meas-
ures passing the Senate dur-
ing the fourth week of the
2025 session include:

SB 2 prohibits state cor-
rectional facilities from using
government funds to provide
hormone treatments and gen-
der-related healthcare to
transgender inmates. I voted
for this measure, and it
passed the Senate 31–6.

SB 84 establishes a de
novo standard for judicial re-
view of state agency actions.
It passed 28–6.

SB 18 updates insurance
requirements for vehicle
business licensees. This
measure passed unanimously.

SB 24 expands the defini-
tion of insurance fraud to in-
clude property and casualty
misrepresentations. It passed
36–0.

SB 13 limits the number of
Medicaid managed care or-
ganizations to three by 2026.
This measure passed 36–0.

SB 77 adjusts the member-
ship structure of Kentucky’s
Education Professional Stan-
dards Board. It passed 36–0.

SB 15 clarifies employ-
ment relationships within
franchise businesses. This
measure passed unanimously.

SB 103 directs Kentucky’s
Office of Vocational Rehabil-
itation to prioritize in-state
service providers and report
annually on its activities. It
passed unanimously.

SB 179 establishes the
Kentucky Nuclear Energy
Development Authority and
creates a Nuclear Energy De-
velopment Grant Program to
support nuclear energy proj-
ects across Kentucky. I was a
co-sponsor of this bill, and it
passed 36-0.

SCR 43 supports the Crisis
Recovery Support Network
for mental health recovery
following crises. The resolu-
tion passed unanimously.

All the measures granted
passage by the Senate will
now go to the House to con-
tinue their journey through
the legislative process. 

For an in-depth review of
the bills passed thus far, I en-
courage you to visit the leg-
islative record online by
visiting the Legislative
Record at LEGISLATURE.

KY.GOV. There, you can also
review the progress of other
legislation and delve into all
the bills filed this session. 

Moving forward to the lat-
ter portion of this 30-day ses-
sion, I encourage you to stay
engaged in the legislative
process. With the bill filing
deadlines now passed in both
the Senate and the House, the
stage is set for the policies on
the docket for this session.
Over 1,100 bills have been
filed in this short, 30-day ses-
sion, and your advocacy re-
mains crucial. 

I encourage you to stay en-
gaged in the legislative
process – your voice matters.
Whether you’re advocating

for your community, your
profession, or an issue close
to your heart, your input
helps shape the decisions that
impact us all. Please reach
out to share your thoughts
and perspectives. I can be
contacted by email at
SD18@cm.kylegislature.gov
or through the General As-
sembly Message Line at 1-
800-372-7181. Kentuckians
with hearing loss can use
Kentucky Relay by dialing
711.

Legislative Update
Senator Robin L. Webb

Notice Of 
Appointment

Administration has been
granted by the Lewis Dis-
trict Court upon the Estate of
Wilma Douglas, whose ad-
dress was 6222 W KY 10,
Tollesboro, KY 41189, and
Tim Douglas, whose address
is 470 Garrad Rd., Tolles-
boro, KY 41189, was ap-
pointed Executor on
February 18, 2025.

All creditors having
claims against said estate are
notified to present them to
said Tim Douglas, at the ad-
dress shown verified accord-
ing to law, not later than six
months after the last publi-
cation of this notice. Any
person owing said estate
should make payment to
said Tim Douglas. 

Teresa Callahan, Clerk
Lewis Circuit & District

Courts

Notice Of 
Appointment

Administration has been
granted by the Lewis Dis-
trict Court upon the Estate of
Virgie Alice Edington,
whose address was 281
Chestnut St., Vanceburg, KY
41179, and Alice Mae Land-
saw and Caroline Hurst,
whose addresses are 2701
Hilltop Rd., Ewing, KY
41039 and 256 Garr Ave.,
Flemingsburg, KY 41041,
were appointed Co-Admin-
istrators on February 18,
2025.

All creditors having
claims against said estate are
notified to present them to
said Alice Mae Landsaw and
Caroline Hurst, at the ad-
dresses shown verified ac-
cording to law, not later than
six months after the last pub-
lication of this notice. Any
person owing said estate
should make payment to
said Alice Mae Landsaw and
Caroline Hurst. 

Teresa Callahan, Clerk
Lewis Circuit & District

Courts

VFW Post 5438
NEW HOURS

Saturday 5:00 to 10:00 p.m.

Sunday 1:30 to 10:00 p.m.

796-6653
Clarksburg Road, Vanceburg

6-9p

Colony Village Apts.
1 & 2 Bedroom Units Available

On-Site Laundry Room

No Pets

Rents range from $100 and Up
Based on Income

Call 606-796-6160 or 606-784-5402
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY


