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On Thursday, Nov. 13, 
a resolution authorizing 
the Mayor’s Proclama-
tion honoring veterans 
was presented to the 
Maysville City Commis-
sion. A second resolu-
tion supported the res-
toration of Limestone 
Creek.

City Attorney Kelly 
Caudill read the first 
resolution, which stated, 
“Whereas, in 1954, Pres-
ident Dwight D. Eisen-
hower signed the first 
Veterans’ Day proclama-
tion, called on our nation 
to pay appropriate hom-
age to the Veterans of 
all its wars who have 
contributed so much to 
the preservation of this 
nation.

“And whereas the 
words of that first proc-
lamation still ring true. 
Let us solemnly remem-
ber the sacrifices of all 
those who fought so val-
iantly on the sea, in the 
air and on foreign shores 
to preserve our heritage 
of freedom, and let us 
reconsecrate ourselves 
to the task of promot-
ing and enduring peace 
so that their efforts shall 
not have been in vain.

“And whereas, there 
are approximately 
295,000 Veterans in 
Kentucky and approxi-
mately 750 Veterans in 

Maysville and Mason 
County, who by their 
continued devotion to 
the highest ideas of 
citizenship constitute a 
foundation of both the 
strength and progress 
of this city and state,” it 
concluded.

The resolution further 
declared that the Board 
of Commissioners honor 
all veterans in Maysville, 
and the mayor named 
Nov. 11 as Veterans’ 
Day. Citizens were 
encouraged to observe 
the day with “appro-
priate ceremonies and 
contributions” for those 
who have sacrificed and 
fought for peace and 
defended democracy.

Maysville City Com-
missioner Ann Bram-
mer made a motion to 
approve the resolution, 
and Maysville City Com-
missioner David Cart-
mell seconded. A roll call 
vote was taken, and the 
resolution passed unani-
mously.

A second resolution 
was then introduced by 
Caudill in support of the 
restoration of Limestone 
Creek.

The resolution 
explained that “Lime-
stone Creek is a his-
torically significant 
landmark to the city of 
Maysville and the state 
of Kentucky, given the 
creek’s importance to 

the early development of 
Maysville as a foremost 
river port city along the 
Ohio River.”

It further argued that 
beautification efforts 
made toward Limestone 
Creek would not only 
preserve the local ecol-
ogy and provide habi-
tats for fish and wildlife, 
it would also promote 
investment in down-
town Maysville and thus 
improve the quality of 
life for local residents 
through economic devel-
opment and increased 
tourism.

Therefore, the resolu-
tion stated, “Limestone 
Creek’s revitalization 
will serve as a symbol 
of Maysville’s vitality, 
standing as a welcoming 
entryway into Maysville 
as a city of promise, 
culture and unbounded 
potential.”

It added that the City 
has sought financial sup-
port from “state, federal 
and private agencies,” 
and that it plans to pur-
sue volunteer efforts and 
community awareness 
campaigns to aid “revi-
talization efforts.”

“Whereas Limestone 
Creek’s revitalization has 
gained significant atten-
tion and efforts by local 
citizens who believe in 
our future while honor-
ing our past,” it conclud-
ed, the City of Maysville 
“greatly supports the 
revitalization of Lime-
stone Creek.”

Maysville City Com-
missioner Dr. Robert 
Boone made a motion 
to accept the resolution, 
which was seconded 
by Brammer. A roll call 
vote was taken and the 
resolution passed unani-
mously.
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Indictments were 
recently handed down 
to several individuals in 
Fleming County.

Zachary Adam Bur-
ton was indicted on six 
charges of third-degree 
rape with a victim under 
the age of 16 while he 
was over the age of 21. 
Burton was also charged 
with two counts of third-
degree sodomy with a 
victim under 16 while he 
was over the age of 21 
and one count of sexual 
abuse in the third degree 
with a victim under the 
age of 16.

Judge Jeffrey L. Schum-
acher signed a summons 

for Burton to appear in 
court on Dec. 12.

Jeffrey Allen Chambers 
was given two separate 
indictments, each con-
sisting of one count of 
first-degree trafficking 
in a controlled substance 
(second offense) and one 
count of being a first-
degree persistent felony 
offender.

Judge Schumacher 
signed off on a warrant of 
arrest on the indictments. 
Each indictment has a 
bond amount of $80,000.

Kevin M. McCarthy 
has been indicted on traf-
ficking charges, the first 
of which was trafficking 
in a controlled substance 
near a school. According 
to his indictment, McCar-

thy sold four suboxone 
pills to a cooperating wit-
ness from the Valero gas 
station, which is within 
1,000 feet of St. Patrick 
School.

McCarthy’s second 
charge was second-degree 

trafficking in a controlled 
substance (second 
offense), which occurred 
when he allegedly “know-
ingly and unlawfully sold 
a controlled substance” 
after he had previously 
been convicted on traf-

ficking charges.
Judge Schumacher 

signed a warrant of arrest 
on the indictment and 
set a bond amount of 
$80,000.

The following individu-
als were also indicted in 
Fleming County:

Gary Lunsford was 
indicted on two charges 
of third-degree assault 
against a police officer, 
as well as one count of 
resisting arrest, sec-
ond-degree disorderly 
conduct, menacing, 
third-degree terroristic 
threatening and third-
degree criminal trespass-
ing. Judge Schumacher 
signed a bench warrant 
with a bond amount of 
$25,000.

Aaron D. Gotschall II 
was indicted for a viola-
tion of a Kentucky E.P.O./
D.V.O. and first-degree 
stalking. Judge Schum-
acher signed a warrant of 
arrest on the indictment 
with a bond amount of 
$20,000.

George Lawson was 
indicted for flagrant non-
support. Judge Schum-
acher signed a warrant of 
arrest on the indictment 
with a bond amount of 
$1,000.

Ronald L. Marlow was 
indicted for resisting 
arrest and second-degree 
fleeing or evading the 
police. He is summoned 
to appear in court on 
Dec. 12.
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MCIS students assess shelter needs
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Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
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mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
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President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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City Commission passes resolutions 
supporting veterans, Limestone Creek

Paramedic 
Program 
to transition 
to MCTC’s 
Rowan 
Campus
Submitted by Rachel 
Adkins
Public and Alumni Relations 
Specialist

Maysville Community 
and Technical College 
(MCTC) is pleased to 
announce the transition 
of the Paramedic Pro-
gram to the Rowan Cam-
pus.

In 2023, MCTC was 
awarded a five-year $2.3 
million Title III Strength-
ening Institutions grant 
from the US Department 
of Education to redesign 
existing and create new 
academic programs in 
high-demand technical 
fields.

With the grant, the pro-
gram was transformed 
into a hybrid 15-month 
program and altered to 
offer an EMS-Paramedic 
associate in applied sci-
ence (AAS) option.

“This has been a long-
standing goal for our 
institution, and we are 
excited to see it come 
to fruition,” said Donnie 
Fryman, Health Science 
Technology Program 
Coordinator. “Our com-
mitment to serving local 
communities drives us 
to strengthen resources 
and provide exceptional 
training opportunities for 
future first responders.”

The Paramedic Pro-
gram further equips 
licensed Emergency Med-
ical Technicians (EMTs) 
with the knowledge 
and skills to administer 

advanced medical care in 
critical situations.

Using hands-on equip-
ment such as an ambu-
lance simulator, students 
are trained to respond 
to medical emergencies, 
assess patients, and deliv-
er life-saving care in pre-
hospital settings.

The first cohort of stu-
dents for the redesigned 
program was admitted 
in Spring 2025 and will 
graduate in Spring 2026. 
The next cohort will 
begin classes in Spring 
2026.

“Our graduates are the 
backbone of emergency 
care in this region,” said 
Fryman. “By bringing 
this program to Rowan 
County, we’re investing 
in the health and safety of 
our communities.”

The EMS-Paramedic 
program is accredited 
by the Commission on 
Accreditation of Allied 
Health Education Pro-
grams (CAAHEP) upon 
the recommendation 
of the Committee on 
Accreditation for EMS 
Programs (CAEMSP).

The Paramedic Certifi-
cate and AAS degree are 
Work Ready Kentucky 
Eligible programs, mean-
ing qualifying students 
can complete the creden-
tial tuition-free.

For more information, 
please contact Fryman 
at donnie.fryman@kctcs.
edu. To apply, please go 
to https://maysville.kctcs.
edu.

Northern lights
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The Aurora Borealis peaking through the trees in Brown County, Ohio.


