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Aging not so gracefully (and some baseball notes)
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Babz Bites: Eggplant
A variety of eggplant species can be found in the Ohio River Valley
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CraftForce�s Justin Denham
Young Professionals Spotlight series
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183 Wal-Mart Way • Maysville, KY • 606-759-0076 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 am- 10 pm    Sun. noon- 8 pm

Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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50
Area Artisans/Talents You Might Not Know

With the help of our 
readers, we’re bringing you 
50 Area Artisans/Talents 

that You Might Not Know. 
Take a look at some of our 
area talents as we reveal 
50 Area Artisans/Talents 

Over 50 Weeks.

US 68 Mayslick 
Open Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri.  Sat. 

9 am-5 pm

FINANCING AVAILABLE

 FURNITURE-OUTDOOR FURNITURE-CABINS-MORE

32' x 52'

606-763-9048

Day 47: Byron Parker
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

The Ledger Indepen-
dent is publishing a 50/50 
series featuring 50 things 
over 50 weeks. During 

this series, readers can 
expect to see different 
“Local Talents/Artisans” 
each week.

Some of the “Local Tal-
ents/Artisans” that may 
be featured will include 

artists, authors, song-
writers and more.

The general defi nition 
of “artisans” refers to a 
worker in a skilled trade, 
according to the Oxford 
Dictionary.

Please enjoy Day 47 of 
the series.

Byron Parker, a resi-
dent of Maysville, special-
izes in both digital and 
physical painting.

“I’ve always been 
drawn to different forms 
of art, but painting has 
held a special place for 
the freedom it allows 
my creativity. I started 
making beaded jewelry 

as a teenager and got 
into wire wrapping in 
2016. Somewhere around 
that time, I sold my fi rst 
watercolor painting. This 
encouraged me to put 
my artwork out into the 
world,” said Parker.

Inspiring others and 
exploring their creativity 
is something Parker has 
always wanted.

“I enjoy sharing tech-
niques and shortcuts that 
make the process more 
accessible and fun,” Park-
er stated.

He noted that he has 
taught more than 100 
classes, paints murals, 

creates custom pet por-
traits and designs hand-
made jewelry.

“My professional art 
journey started in 2017 

Photos by Byron Parker
Byron Parker

Pet painting by Byron Parker.

See PARKER | 2A

Federal grant
freeze causes 
uncertainty for AIS
Ray Schaefer—Contributing columnist

AUGUSTA — A pause in two federal grants may 
cost the Augusta Independent School District nearly 
$21,000.

Tim Litteral, the Augusta Independent School Dis-
trict’s Assistant Superintendent and Chief Financial 
Offi cer, said Thursday that a potential loss of the 
U.S. Department of Education funds could affect the 
salaries of two staff members: district mental health 
therapist Trish Caudill, and Alison Bach, an assistant 
principal and digital learning coach.

“I don’t want people to think these people are get-
ting cut,” Litteral said.

Augusta’s grants are part of the Trump adminis-
tration’s $87 million freeze on Kentucky funding. 
Commissioner of Education Robbie Fletcher told the 
Lexington Herald-Leader the pause would put many 
districts “in bad situations.”

Fletcher also told the Herald-Leader that he would 
contact lawmakers and the Kentucky Attorney Gen-
eral to ask if they can unfreeze the funds, which 
school districts have said are essential to operations.

“Any time there’s a cut in funding, it’s worrisome 
only because it means we’re probably going to have to 
cut from somewhere else, most likely,” Litteral said. 
“It would not be at this time; it would not be cutting a 
position or anything like that. But you know, if some-
thing is taken, if some revenue’s taken away, typically 
something somewhere has to go.”

Litteral said Congress approved the $87 million 
earlier this year. The pause was part of a $6 billion 
nationwide freeze.

“It’s something that we’re monitoring, and hope-
fully they’ll get that review done and release those 
funds to the state of Kentucky,” Litteral said.

In other action, the board appointed Matt McCane 
as the newest board member to fi ll out the term of 
former member Jodie Tackett, who moved to Pend-
leton County.

“I hope all the other candidates … please run, and 
thank you very much for being interested in the 
board position,” board president Laura Bach said. 
“It’s a very important job here in our school.”

McCane (who is not related to superintendent Lisa 

See AUGUSTA | 2A

Maysville City Commission adopts budget
Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

On July 14, a special meeting was held by the 
Maysville City Council to discuss several proposals 
and ordinances pertaining to the city’s upcoming 
2025-2026 fi scal year.

Most of the meeting’s discussion concerned a pro-
posal to raise the current property tax rate by four 
percent. As of the 2024-2025 fi scal year, the property 
tax rate is 0.152. The original compensating rate for 
the upcoming fi scal year is 0.148; however, should the 
four percent raise be accepted, the rate will rise to 
0.153. This will cost property owners an extra $1 per 
$100,000 on their city taxes.

Maysville City Manager Matt Wallingford estimat-
ed that this would bring in roughly $30,000 for the 
tax shift. Should this motion be accepted, it would 
require a public hearing.

City Commissioner Ann Brammer questioned the 
impact this motion would have on the city’s income, 
as well as the pay of city employees and non-elected 
offi cials. Wallingford responded by saying that he was 
not sure what the ultimate cost of the motion would 
be, as it is currently in the proposal stage, but that 
he will be able to provide further information next 
month.

Brammer proposed that the discussion on the sub-
ject be postponed until this information could be pro-
vided and City Commissioner McKay agreed, stating 
that he would be interested to see if there were any 
other, better options before committing to the raise.

The motion to table the discussion was passed.
The meeting also included the second reading of 

the budget proposal for the upcoming fi scal year of 
2025-2026. Under this budget, $14 million in resourc-
es are available under general fund and $33,117,162 
is available for appropriations. The total estimated 
amount of revenues is $19,170,162.

Under the local government economic fund, the total 
resources available for appropriations is $11,624,221 
and estimated revenues equal $9,931,550.

The motion was seconded and adopted with no dis-
cussion.

Further discussion on the proposal concerning the 
salary schedule will be postponed until next week’s 
meeting.

Reappointments for the Board of Adjustments were 
Susie Wallingford and William Bolden; the Joint Plan-
ning at Zoning was John Hutchings; and Linda Fray 
Thomas and Whitley Morgan of the Arts Commis-
sion.

Finally, Wendy Reed was appointed to the position 
of City Treasurer.

Fields

Torilena Fields makes second court appearance
Sta�  Report

MOUNT OLIVET 
— Torilena Fields may 
be found competent to 
stand trial in the fi rst of 
two competency evalua-
tions.

Fields was present at 
the Robertson County 
Judicial Center for the 
second pretrial confer-
ence pertaining to her 
case.

Fields is facing the 
following charges: mur-
der, abuse of a corpse, 
tampering with physical 
evidence, torturing of a 
dog with serious physi-
cal injury or death and 

obstructing governmen-
tal operations.

She was arrested by 
Kentucky State Police 
Post 6 on Mon-
day, Oct. 9, 2024, 
around 11 p.m. Ear-
lier that day, it was 
reported that KSP 
Post 6 received a 
call around 12:25 
p.m. concerning a 
deceased female on 
Brierly Ridge Road.

Fields was indicted on 
Monday, Oct. 14, 2024, 
for allegedly murdering 
her mother.

Previously, on Monday, 
March 10, 2025, Fields 
was present for the fi rst 

pretrial conference in her 
case. The judge granted 
a motion for an in-per-
son competency evalua-

tion. During this 
week’s second 
pretrial confer-
ence, the Com-
monwealth’s attor-
ney expressed that 
upon completion 
of evaluation, 
Fields was deemed 

competent. A second 
evaluation by an expert 
was granted for the side 
of the defense and has yet 
to be completed.

On Monday, July 14, 
the Commonwealth’s 
attorney described 

aspects of the case in 
court. He noted that cads 
and calls including those 
from KSP Post 6 were 
requested. He further 
stated that information 
was also requested for 
the weeks leading up to 
the alleged murder.

There was no objection 
from the Commonwealth 
on the defense receiving 
the requested informa-
tion.

James Blevins, who 
had allegedly discovered 
Trudy Fields’s dismem-
bered body, was men-
tioned at this week’s pre-

See FIELDS | 2A


