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The below set out ordi-
nance had its first reading
on 4-10-25 and will have its
final reading on 5-8-25 at
4:00 PM in the Muhlenberg
County Fiscal Courtroom.

AN ORDINANCE
REGULATING
SOLID WASTE

MANAGEMENT

Muhlenberg County
Fiscal Court Ordinance
No.

AN ORDINANCE per-
taining to public health,
safety, and welfare; regu-
lating storage, collection,
processing, transportation,
and disposal of solid waste;
providing a penalty for the
violation of the provisions
of this Ordinance and, re-
pealing all Ordinances in
conflict herewith.

Pursuant to Kentucky
Revised  Statutes 224
and 109 and related ad-
ministrative  regulations,
Muhlenberg County, in-
cluding the Cities which
lies within, has been des-
ignated as a solid waste
management area, based
upon a Solid Waste Man-
agement Plan approved by
the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection
Cabinet, hereinafter re-
ferred to as “the Cabinet,”
of the State of Kentucky.
In addition, Muhlenberg
County is acting un-
der powers outlined in
KRS 67.083 (3) (o) which
provides the authority to
manage solid waste by or-
dinance.

NOW, THEREFORE,
be it ordained by the Fiscal
Court, Muhlenberg County,
Kentucky, that this Ordi-
nance shall be known as
the Solid Waste Manage-
ment Ordinance. The Sol-
id Waste Committee shall
be responsible for the ad-
ministrative management
of this Ordinance and the
promulgation of rules and
regulations.

SECTION 1:
DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this
subchapter, the follow-
ing definitions shall apply
unless the context clearly
indicates or requires a dif-
ferent meaning.

1.: Bulk Waste: Any
large item, not an appli-
ance, that does not fit in
proper waste containers.

2.: Collection: The act
of moving solid waste
from point of generation
to a processing or disposal
facility.

3.: Compost: Waste
capable of being decom-
posed by microorganisms.

4.: Construction Dem-
olition Debris: Waste
building material resulting
from construction, remod-
eling, repair or demolition
operations, either residen-
tially or commercially.

5.: Containers:
Wheeled containers es-
pecially  designed  for

curbside pickup and me-
chanical dumping into the
appropriate  compatible
collection vehicle, to in-
clude landfill bound waste
and recyclables.

6.: Convenience Cen-
ter: A facility that is
manned during operating
hours for the collection
and subsequent transpor-
tation of municipal solid
wastes.

7.: County: Muhlen-
berg County, Kentucky,
including the Cities within
its borders. County, will
also refer to the appropri-
ate office or employee of
the County authorized to
act as its agent in handling
the pertinent matter of this
subchapter.

8.: Disposal Site: A de-
pository of the processing
or final disposal of sol-
id waste, refuse or bulky
waste including, but not
limited to, landfills, recy-
cling facility or compost
site.

9.: Dwelling Unit: Any
room or group of rooms
located within a struc-
ture, and forming a single
habitable unit intended to
be used for living, sleep-
ing, cooking and eating.
Dwelling units also in-
clude rented buildings
containing two contiguous
single-family dwelling
units.

10.: Hazardous Waste:
Any discarded material
or material intended to be
discarded or substance or
combination of such sub-
stances intended to be dis-
carded, in any form which
because of its quantity,
concentration, or physi-
cal, chemical or infectious
characteristics may cause,
or significantly contribute
to an increase in mortality
or an increase in serious
irreversible or incapaci-
tating reversible illness or
pose a substantial present
or potential hazard to hu-
man health or the envi-
ronment when improperly
treated, stored, transport-
ed, or disposed of, or oth-
erwise managed.

11.: Household Haz-
ardous Waste: House-
hold products that contain
corrosive, toxic, ignitable
or reactive ingredients,
including, but not limited
to, paints, cleaners, oils,
batteries and pesticides,
that contain potentially
hazardous ingredients and
require special care when
disposed.

12.: Landfill: Dispos-
al facility where waste is
buried in a sanitary man-
ner.

13.: Waste Hauler
Contractor: An individ-
ual or company permitted
(or licensed) and approved
by the County to collect
waste.

14.: Occupant: Any
person who, alone, or
jointly or severally with
others, shall be in actual
possession of any dwelling
unit or any other improved
real property, either as an
owner or as a tenant.

15.: Open Burning:
The burning of any matter
without a burn chamber
approved by the Kentucky
Division for Air Quality,
or without a stack or chim-
ney with control devices
approved by the Kentucky
Division for Air Quality.

16.: Open Dump: Any
facility on site for the dis-
posal of solid waste which
does not have a valid per-
mit issued by the Cabinet
or does not meet the en-
vironmental performance
standards established un-
der regulations promulgat-
ed by the Cabinet.

17.: Person: An individ-
ual, trust, firm, joint stock
company, corporation (in-
cluding a government cor-
poration), partnership, as-
sociation, federal agency,
state agency, city, commis-
sion, political subdivision
of the State of Kentucky,
or any interstate body.

18.: Processing: Recy-
cling, compositing, baling,
shredding, compacting and
other processes whereby
solid waste characteristics
are modified or solid waste
quantity is reduced.

19.: Public nuisance:
Illegal waste disposal
practices that include but
are not limited to open
burning, open dumps, or
littering which are deemed
a nuisance under applica-
ble law.

20.: Recycling: Any
process by which mate-
rials which would other-
wise become solid waste
are collected, separated,
or processed and reused or
returned to use in the form
of raw materials or prod-
ucts, including refuse-de-
rived fuel when processed
in accordance with admin-
istrative regulations estab-
lished by the Cabinet, but
does not include the incin-
eration or combustion of
materials for the recovery
of energy.

21.: Solid Waste: Any
garbage, refuse, sludge
and other discarded mate-
rial, including solid, liq-
uid, semisolid or contained
gaseous material resulting
from industrial, commer-
cial mining excluding and
agriculture operations, and
from community activi-
ties, but does not include
those materials including,
but not limited to, sand,
soil, rock, gravel, or bridge
debris extracted as part of
a public road construction
project funded wholly or
in part with state funds,
recovered material, post-
use polymers or recovered
feedstocks, tire derived
fuel, special waste as de-
signed by KRS 224.5-
0760, solid or dissolved
material in domestic sew-
age, manure, Crops, crop
residue, or a combination
thereof which are placed
on the soil for return to
the soil as fertilizers or as
soil conditions, or solid or
dissolved material in irri-
gation return flows or in-
dustrial discharges which
are point sources sub-
ject to permits under the
Federal Water Pollution
Control Act, or source, or
special nuclear, or byprod-
uct material as defined by
the Atomic Energy Act as
amended. does not include
solid or dissolved materi-
al in domestic sewage, or
solid materials in irriga-
tion return flows or indus-
trial discharge.

(1) Household Sol-
id Waste: Solid waste,
including garbage: and
trash generated by single
and multiple family res-
idences, hotels, motels,
bunkhouses, ranger sta-
tions, crew quarters, and
recreational areas such as
picnic areas, parks, and
campgrounds, but it does
not include tire derived
fuel.

(2) Commercial Solid
Waste: All types of solid
waste generated by stores,
offices, restaurants, ware-
houses, and other service
and  non-manufacturing
activities, excluding tire-
derived fuel and house-
hold and industrial solid
waste.

(3) Industrial Solid
Waste:  Waste generat-
ed by industrial process-
ing or manufacturing and
specially defined in KRS
224.1-0 10 (30).

22.: Solid Waste Dis-
posal: The processing of
discarding or getting rid of
unwanted material.

23.: Solid Waste Man-
agement: The administra-
tion of solid waste activi-
ties: collection, storage,
transportation, transfer,
processing, treatment and
disposal, which shall be
in accordance with a Cab-
inet-approved County or
multi-county solid waste
management plan.

24.: Solid Waste Man-
agement Area: Any geo-
graphical area established
or designated by the Cab-
inet.

1.25: Transportation:
The transportation of sol-
id waste from the place of
collection or processing to
a solid waste processing
facility or a solid waste
disposal area.

26.: Waste Tires: A
tire that is no longer suit-
able for its original pur-
pose or one deemed by its
owner ready for disposal.

27.: Yard  Waste:
Waste consisting of veg-
etative matter resulting
from landscaping, yard
maintenance or land clear-
ing debris.

SECTION 2: SOLID
WASTE
MANAGEMENT
COORDINATOR AND
SOLID WASTE
MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

The County Judge/
Executive may appoint a
Solid Waste Management
Coordinator, responsible

for enforcing and man-
aging the County’s solid
waste program. The Coun-
ty Judge/Executive shall
also head the Solid Waste
Management Committee
which shall be

comprised of the Solid
Waste Coordinator, Coun-
ty Sheriff, County Attor-
ney and at least one Coun-
ty Magistrate.

SECTION 3: SOLID
WASTE STORAGE

3.1: The occupant or
owner of every residential
dwelling unit and of every
institutional, commercial,
industrial, agricultural or
business establishment
shall place all solid waste
to be collected in proper
solid waste containers, ex-
cept as otherwise provided
herein, and shall maintain
such solid waste contain-
ers and the area surround-
ing them in a clean, neat
and sanitary condition at
all times.

3.2: Solid waste shall
be stored in a manner that
will not provide harborage
to rodents and vermin and
will not create a fire haz-
ard.

3.3: These containers
shall be provided by a
waste hauler contractor or
the occupant or owner of
the dwelling or establish-
ment, at the waste hauler
contractor’s discretion.

SECTION 4:
COLLECTION OF
SOLID WASTE

4.1: County responsi-
bility defined.

(1) The County may
award a collector an exclu-
sive contract to collect and
dispose of household and/
or commercial solid waste.

(2) All collectors are re-
quired to obtain a permit
or license from the county
to collect within the coun-
ty’s border. All collectors
are required to file a DEP-
5033 annual collection
form with the Solid Waste
Coordinator’s office by
January 31st of each year.

4.2: Personal responsi-
bility defined. It shall be
unlawful for any person to
dispose, throw, dump or
cause to be disposed any
garbage, paper, refuse,
rubbish, waste, litter, junk,
white goods, appliances,
furniture, equipment,
vehicles, bottles, lumber,
building material, trees,
tree limbs, brush or other
forms of solid waste any-
where and in any manner
as prohibited by law and

this Ordinance.

SECTION 5:
APPROVED
DISPOSAL METHODS

The following are the
approved methods of dis-
posal of the defined types
of waste:

Bulk waste: Disposal
at designated County Con-
venience Center

Commercial solid
waste and household sol-
id waste: Disposed of by
waste hauler contractors
or by the occupant’s direct
disposal at convenience
center.

Household hazard-
ous waste: Disposed of
through a licensed house-
hold hazardous disposal
contractor.

Recycling:  Collected
for processing at a mate-
rials recovery facility or
recycling processor.

Tires: Direct disposal
through tire retailers, or
other state provided op-
portunities.

Yard waste: Direct dis-
posal at brush yard, or as
regulated by City, County
or State codes and/or ordi-
nances.

SECTION 6:
PROHIBITED
PRACTICES

1.: Each citizen is re-
sponsible to ensure that
the waste that he or she
generates is disposed of in

a manner consistent with
this Ordinance.

2.: The following
wastes may not be deposit-
ed in residential/housechold
solid waste containers:

1. Hazardous waste;

2. Liquid wastes;

3. Bulky wastes, major
appliances, furniture;

4. Tires;

5. Construction
demolition wastes;

6. Dead animals;

7. Any burning or smol-
dering materials or any
other materials that would
create a fire hazard; or

8. Batteries.

6.3: The following
wastes may not be de-
posited in commercial,
institutional and industrial
storage containers:

9. Hazardous waste;

10. Liquid wastes;

11. Tires;

12. Any burning or
smoldering materials or
any other materials that
would create a fire hazard,
or

13. Batteries.

6.4: The following are
also prohibited practices:

(I). Dispose of any gar-
bage, refuse, rubbish or
debris by dumping on any
premises in the County
with or without the con-
sent of the owner;

2. Dump or permit the
dumping of garbage, re-
fuse, rubbish and debris
on any property within the
County limits, except were
permitted by the County
and State;

3. Failure to have solid
waste collected in a man-
ner provided by this Ordi-
nance;

(4.) Interfere in any
manner with solid waste
collection or transporta-
tion Equipment which is
operating legally in the
County;

(5.) Dispose of solid
waste in any facility not
approved by the County or
the Commonwealth’s De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection;

(6.) Deposit solid waste
in a container owned by
someone else, unless writ-
ten permission has been
received by the owner to
do so;

(7.) Violate any section
of this Ordinance or any
lawful rules or regulations
promulgated pursuant
thereto.

and

SECTION 7:
CONTRACTORS

1.: No person may en-
gage in the business of
solid waste collection and
transportation hauling
unless he or she holds a
permit or license issued
by the County authoriz-
ing him to collect, trans-
port, and dispose of solid
wastes and describing the
area for which the permit
or license is issued. En-
gaging in the business of
collecting, transporting or
disposing of solid waste of
any type including house-
hold or commercial within
the County without a per-
mit or license shall be un-
lawful and subject to the
penalties in Section 9.

2.: The County shall
determine the number of
permits or licenses to be
granted and the type of
waste to be collected under
each permit or license. The
County may grant an ex-
clusive permit or license.
The County, in its sole dis-
cretion, may determine the
permit fee to be paid by a
contractor. Effective upon
the passage of this Ordi-
nance, the initial annual
permit fee to be paid by
all waste hauler contrac-
tors shall be $50.00.

3.  All motor vehicles
operating under any per-
mit required by this or-
dinance shall display the
permit number(s) on each
side in colors which con-
trast with that of the ve-
hicles, such numbers to
be clearly legible and not

less than four (4) inches
in height. Each permit for
processing or disposal fa-
cilities shall be prominent-
ly displayed at the facility.
Failure to properly display
the required permit num-
ber on the collector’s ve-
hicle shall be unlawful and
subject to the penalties in
Section 9.

4. Trash Collection
Vehicle Standards — All
trash collection vehicles
shall be maintained in a
safe, clean and sanitary
condition, and shall be so
constructed, maintained
and operated as to prevent
spillage of solid waste
therefrom. All vehicles to
be used for transportation
of solid waste shall be con-
structed with watertight
bodies and with covers or
tarps which shall be an in-
tegral part of the vehicle or
shall be a separate cover
or tarp of suitable materi-
al with fasteners designed
to secure all sides of the
cover or tarp to the vehi-
cle and shall be secured
whenever the vehicle is
transporting solid waste,
or as an alternative, the en-
tire bodies thereof shall be
enclosed, with only load-
ing hoppers exposed. No
solid waste shall be trans-
ported in loading hoppers.
All transportation vehicles
shall be cleaned as often as
necessary to prevent any
nuisance and insect breed-
ing and shall at all times be
maintained in good repair
so long as it remains in
operation as a trash collec-
tion vehicle.

5. Inspection — In order
to ensure compliance with
the laws of the Common-
wealth, this ordinance and
the rules and regulations
authorized herein, the
Muhlenberg County Sher-
iff or his designee is here-
by authorized to inspect
any and all trash collection
vehicles found transport-
ing solid waste within the
County of Mubhlenberg
County, Kentucky. In all
instances where such in-
spections reveal viola-
tion of this ordinance, the
Muhlenberg County Sher-
iff or his designee shall
issue notice for each such
violation stating therein
the violation(s) found, the
time and date, and the cor-
rective measure to be tak-
en, together with the time
in which such corrections
shall be made.

6.: The County may
advertise and seek bids/
proposals for a contrac-
tor(s). Bids shall be timely
filed with the Court and
contain the specifications
prescribed by the Solid
Waste Committee. The
County may grant a per-
mit or license only upon
finding that the applicant
will render prompt, effi-
cient, and continuing ser-
vice to the area for which
the permit is granted and
that the applicant has suf-
ficient equipment and per-
sonnel to render service
to all persons generating
solid waste within the ser-
vice area. A permit may be
granted for a term of one
year and may be renew-
able. No permit or license
shall be assignable.

7.:  The County may
terminate or suspend all or
any portion of a permit or
license for failure to com-
ply with any provision of
this Ordinance, failure to
render prompt and effec-
tive service, or failure to
comply with authorized
fee schedules.

SECTION 8:
CONVENIENCE
CENTER

The County may contin-
ue to operate convenience
centers, and or transfer
station for the purpose of
accepting solid waste etc.
This will allow residents,
contractors, and commer-
cial businesses access for
meeting dumping needs
that are not able to be



