
LaRue County resident
Dallas Robinson has officially
announced his intent to run
as a Republican candidate
for the Kentucky State Senate
in the 14th District, a seat
currently held by Senator
Jimmy Higdon that has
announced he will not seek
re-election and plans on
retiring. The 14th Senate
District includes LaRue,
Marion, Nelson, Washington
and Spencer Counties.

According to a press
release received by Robinson,
he is a decorated Army
veteran, Olympian and one
of Kentucky’s few profes-
sional cowboys.
Robinson states he is a
Conservative Republican who
is deeply rooted in the

district’s values of faith, hard
work and freedom. In
addition to his cattle farm,
he also owns several busi-
nesses in Lebanon and is
a dedicated father with a
daughter who is scheduled
to attend school in Nelson
County.

“I’ve worn our nation’s
uniform, I’ve stood to protect
America, been invited to the
White House and I’ve worked
the land right here at home,”
Robinson said. “I know what
it means to sacrifice, to serve,
and to get your hands dirty.
Frankfort needs more leaders
who understand what real
Kentuckians face every
day — not career politicians
and lobbyists.”

As a candidate, Robinson

has pledged to:
• Defend the Second

Amendment and the rights
of law-abiding Kentuckians.

• Protect the unborn
and support pro-life legis-
lation.

• Stand up for farmers
and business owners who
fuel Kentucky’s economy.

• Cut taxes and stop
wasteful government
spending.

• Back law enforcement
and first responders to ensure
safe communities for
Kentucky families.

• Support our teachers
and parental rights.

• Ensure our veterans
have everything they deserve
to live rich lives in Kentucky.

• Support common

sense efforts to protect and
preserve our forests and
waterways.

“From the Army uniform
to the rodeo arena, I’ve always
given my all,” he said. “Now,
I’m ready to take that same
grit and determination to
Frankfort. Some folks talk
about it. I’ve always been
about it. I am America,
Kentucky, and our 14th
District FIRST Republican.
I will fight every single day
for the families, farmers,
workers, and business
owners who make the 14th
District strong.”

“I think we have all been
blessed to have Jimmy
Higdon representing us and
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Local rancher declares candidacy for Kentucky Senate
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Dallas Robinson, center, a LaRue County rancher, has
announced his intent to run as a candidate for the
Kentucky State Senate in the 14th District. He is
pictured with his wife and daughter.

Misty and Avery Bivens
recently completed an
endeavor very few have –
running a race in each of
Kentucky’s 120 counties.
Although the path was filled
with a mixture of both tri-
umph and tribulation, it is
one that Misty recommends
all parents reproduce in their
own fashion.

A 20+ year agriculture
teacher at LaRue County High
School, Misty is part
owner/operator of Fresh Start
Farms with her husband,
Ryan, and their two children,
Cyrus and Avery. Avery, 14,
attends LaRue County Middle
School.

The pair began their racing
journey in 2019, when they
decided to run a 5K every
month. This plan was
unfortunately derailed halfway
through when Avery was
injured in an off-road-vehicle
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'Find something that

you can do together'
BY VICTORIA COX
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Misty Bivens and her son Avery recently completed their goal to run a 5K race in
every county in Kentucky. The pair are pictured with wooden cutouts of the
Commonwealth; the puzzle piece counties were inserted as they ran each county’s
race.

After more than a year of
diligent efforts, repairs to
Weldon Loop Road in Upton
are finally underway.

Officially commenced by
Scotty’s Contracting & Stone
on Wednesday, Oct. 15, the
project will entail a complete
overhaul and reconstruction
of a portion of the roadway
to address subgrade defi-
ciencies, beginning at its
intersection at KY-224 (Upton
Talley Road) and ending at
its intersection with Watkins
Alvey. Construction will be
occurring in phases, allowing
one lane of the road to remain
open; it is projected to be
completed by the second

week of November.
Although primarily funded

by an allocation from the
Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet, a donation of
thousands of tons of rock
and other subgrade materials
by SRM Materials – a rock
quarry in the area whose
loaded dump trucks have
partially caused the roadway’s
issues – was the final piece
needed for the project to
begin; a permanent sign will
be installed along the roadway
to demonstrate their con-
tribution to the public. The
project also depends on the
LaRue County Road
Department fulfilling various
aspects that would normally
be completed by the con-
tractor, as well as a $32,000

payment from LaRue County
Fiscal Court.

Concerns regarding the
direction dump trucks have
been traveling on Weldon
Loop was discussed by the
court during its Tuesday, Oct.
14 regular meeting. According
to LaRue County Judge
Executive Blake Durrett and
Magistrate Larry Howell, they
have both received multiple
notifications and complaints
that dump trucks have been
turning right off Watkins
Alvey Road instead of left,
bypassing the damaged
portion of Weldon Loop.
Howell raised concern that
this detouring would ulti-
mately result in the remainder
of Weldon Loop also become
destroyed.

“If the [dump trucks]
continue to go that way, we’re
going to have the same issue,”
he said.

In an effect to preserve the
condition of the remain-
ing roadway, Durrett said the
county has installed a road
sign at the end of Watkins
Alvey that prohibits loaded
dump trucks from turning
right; this does not impact
local traffic or commercial
deliveries to the local area.

Action taken by the fiscal
court during its bi-monthly
meeting includes:

• The sale of 138 Phillips
Lane in Hodgenville to the
Central Kentucky Community
Action Council for $267,000.
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The signatures needed
to potentially recall the
LaRue County Board of
Education’s recent property
tax levy increase have been
submitted.

The petition committee,
consisting of David Ragland,
William “Bill” Manning and
Jerry Bird, turned in the
signatures to LaRue County
Clerk Rhonda Metcalf on
Monday, Oct. 20, less than
two hours before the
deadline. The office is now
tasked with comparing the
signatures, addresses and
other information on the
petition to the county’s voter
rolls.

The group must have
collected at least 731

signatures from registered
and qualified LaRue County
voters to stop the tax.
Metcalf will have until Nov.
19 to verify if enough
signatures were obtained.

If the petition is certified,
the school board will have
to decide whether it wants
to continue to pursue the
tax levy and put it to a vote
or abandon the matter
entirely. If the vote option
is chosen, the board would
then have to decide whether
it will finance a special
election or wait and have
the matter included on the
next regularly scheduled
ballot, which would likely
be the May 2026 primary
election. If the district
chooses to cancel the tax
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Ten months after being
appointed to his position,
LaRue County Attorney John
Nicholas has decided to ask
the people to allow him to
continue his service. Officially
filing his intent to run as
a Republican candidate for
the role in the 2026 election
on Friday, Oct. 17, Nicholas
believes he is the area’s most
qualified contender.

Born and raised in LaRue
County, Nicholas has been
a licensed attorney in the
Commonwealth of Kentucky
since 2013. He has previous
experience in family law, civil
practice, criminal defense,
probate law, domestic
relations commissioner and
as assistant county attorney
in Hardin County. He was
appointed to the position of

LaRue County Attorney on
Jan. 1 to fulfill the vacancy
created by Kyle Williamson,
who was elected as Com-
monwealth’s Attorney for
the 10th Judicial Circuit in
2024.

As county attorney,
Nicholas is primarily known
as the prosecutor for all
criminal law violations within
the district court’s juris-
diction, including all mis-
demeanors, such as DUI
offenses, other traffic vio-
lations, assault and theft of
less than $500. However,
the office is also responsible
for collecting child support,
advising the fiscal court and
all county agencies, handling
citizen complaints, offering
general advice to citizens
and prosecuting the neglect
and abuse of children.
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