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A llen Allensworth was 
born into slavery in 
Louisville, Kentucky, 

in 1842. He was 
the son of Levi and 
Phyllis Allensworth. 
He escaped and 
became a nurse 
during the Civil 
War and later 
joined the Navy 
and became a chief 
petty officer.

At the age of 12, 
he was “sold down 
river” for trying 
to learn to read and write. 
After some trading by slave 
dealers, he was taken to 
New Orleans, and bought 
by a slaveholder to become 
a jockey. Allensworth was 
the youngest of thirteen 
children of Phyllis (c. 
1782 — 1878) and Levi 
Allensworth. Over the 
years, their family was 
scattered: his sister Lila 
escaped with her intended 
husband to Canada via the 
Underground Railroad; 
and the older boys William, 
George, Frank, Levi and 
Major were sold downriver 
to plantations in the Deep 
South, which continued to 
buy enslaved workers from 
the Upper South to develop 
the cotton industry. Mary 
Jane was his only sibling 
who grew up in Kentucky 
and married there; she 
purchased her freedom in 
1849, gaining stability.

A.P. and Bett Starbird 
enslaved his mother. The 
mistress assigned Allen 
as a young slave to her 
son Thomas. When the 
Starbird boy started school, 
Allen began to learn from 
him, although it was illegal. 
After his father died when 
Allen was young, his 
mother chose to be sold as 
a cook to a neighbor, the 
attorney Nat Wolfe. When 
the Starbirds found Allen 
was learning to read, they 
separated him from their 
son and placed him with 
another family, the Talbots. 
Mrs. Talbot, a Quaker, was 
kind to Allen and continued 
to teach him to read and 
write; she also took him 
to a Sunday school for 
slave children. When Bett 
Starbird discovered this, 
she took Allen back. In 
1854, she arranged with 
her husband’s partner 
John Smith to send the boy 
downriver to a plantation 
owned by John’s brother 
Pat, in Henderson, 
Kentucky, to put an end 
to his learning. On the 
steamboat, the boy was 

placed in the care of a 
slave steward rather than 
being chained with other 

slaves below deck, 
who were being 
transported for 
sale to downriver 
markets.

Hebe Smith, 
Allen’s new 
enslaver, assigned 
him to be a 
houseboy; she 
prohibited him 
from continuing 
his studies and 

whipped him for trying 
to do so. Also working in 
the household was a white 
orphan boy Eddie; the 
two boys became friends 
and helped each other. 
Suffering on the farm from 
a cruel overseer, in 1855 
at age 13, Allen planned 
to escape to Canada. He 
spent two weeks hiding at 
a neighboring farm before 
returning to the Smiths for 
punishment. Later he ran 
away again. The Smiths 
and Starbirds agreed to 
sell him on the auction 
block in Henderson. 
Allensworth was sold again 
in Memphis, Tennessee 
and shipped to New 
Orleans. There he was 
bought by Fred Scruggs, 
who taught him to work as 
an exercise boy and jockey 
in Jefferson, Louisiana. 
Unlike others, his new 
enslaver was pleased to 
learn that the boy could 
read; he assigned him to 
race his best horse.

He was an American 
chaplain, colonel, city 
founder, and theologian. 
Allensworth gained his 
freedom in the Civil War 
when the Forty-fourth 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry 
was camped in Louisville, 
Kentucky. Young 
Allensworth dressed in an 
old uniform, plastered mud 
over his face and marched 
boldly up Main Street with 
the Union soldiers. After 
escaping, he served as a 
civilian nursing aide with 
the Forty-fourth Illinois. 
He later served a two-year 
enlistment in the U.S. Navy 
and was Captain’s steward 
and clerk on the civil war 
gunboat U.S.S. Tawah 
when it was destroyed 
in an engagement with 
Confederate batteries at 
Johnsonville, Tennessee. 
In 1877, he married 
American musician and 
activist Josephine Leavell 
(1855-1938), whom also 
born in Kentucky. They 
met while studying 

at Roger Williams 
University in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Leavell was 
an accomplished pianist, 
organist and music teacher.

The year of his marriage, 
Allensworth invited his 
mother to live with him 
and Josephine. They had 
several months together 
before she died in 1878, at 
the age of 96. Allensworth 
and Josephine had two 
daughters, Eva B., born 
about 1880, and Nella K., 
born about 1882. In 1900, 
they lived in San Francisco, 
California. After being 
honorably discharged from 
the Navy, Allensworth 
operated two restaurants 
with his brother William, 
taught in Freedman’s 
Bureau schools in 
Kentucky, was ordained 
as a minister, and served 
as Kentucky’s only black 
delegate to the Republican 
National conventions of 
1880 and 1884.

After a two-year 
campaign in which he 
solicited the support of 
Congressmen John R. 
Lynch of Mississippi and 
Senator Joseph E. Brown of 
Georgia, President Grover 
Cleveland signed his 
appointment as Chaplain 
of the 24th Infantry 
Regiment. While serving at 
Fort Bayard, New Mexico 
Territory, Allensworth 
wrote Outline of Course 
of Study, and the Rules 
Governing Post Schools 
of Ft. Bayard, N.M., which 
became the standard Army 
manual on the education of 
enlisted personnel.

On April 7, 1906, after 
twenty years of service, 
he was promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant colonel, 
making him the first 
black officer to receive 
this rank. In 1908, retired 
Chaplain Allensworth 
and four other black men 
formed the all-black town 
of Allensworth, California. 
Six years later, in 1914, 
Allensworth was crossing 
a Los Angeles street 
when he was killed by a 
motorcycle. Allensworth 
was buried with military 
honors.

Black History Month
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Lincoln Days committee members, LaRue County Judge Executive Blake Durrett, 
Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park employees and community 
members gathered for a wreath-laying ceremony on Lincoln Square in Hodgenville 
in honor of Abraham Lincoln’s 216th birthday on Wednesday, Feb. 12.

The second national 
monument to Lincoln 
was built in Washington, 
D.C. 

The ground for the 
memorial was broken 
on Feb. 12, 1914, and 
was completed in 1922. 
It also holds great sym-
bolism, such as having 36 
columns for the 36 states 
that were a part of the 
Union at the time of his 
death and the utilization 
of a variety of stones from 
across the United States 
to symbolically bring the 
states together and sym-
bolize the importance and 

strength of the Union to 
Lincoln.

“I think it’s important 
that we remember his leg-
acy; things like freedom, 
emancipation and the unity 
of our country meant so 
much to Abraham Lincoln 
that he fought for it during 
his presidency and, ulti-
mately, he himself gave his 
life for,” Humphreys said. 
“I think that’s important to 
remember every day, but 
especially on this day of 
his 216th birthday.”

Following the pre-
sentation, the 2025 Lin-
coln Days Celebration 
Board of Directors was 
announced. They include 
Zachary Fairfax, Roxann 
King, Jeff Massie, Jim B. 
Phelps, Bryce Shumate, 

Kelly Thurman and Diana 
Walters. A top hat was also 
passed around during the 
event to benefit two area 
food pantries; $391 was 
raised on Wednesday, 
which will be matched by 
Lincoln Days for a total 
donation of $782

Other celebrations of 
Lincoln’s birthday includ-
ed LaRue County Judge 
Executive Blake Durrett 
and Lincoln Days com-
mittee members placing 
a wreath before the Abra-
ham Lincoln statue on the 
square in downtown Hod-
genville and employees 
of the Abraham Lincoln 
Birthplace Park placing a 
wreath next to the Symbol-
ic Birth Cabin inside the 
park’s Memorial Building.
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How can we 
appropriate this saving 
grace? Paul says, “By 
grace are you saved 
through faith.” It is God’s 
grace and our faith which 
brings salvation.

True faith consists 
of belief and trust. We 
believe all we have 
heard about Jesus, and 
we come trusting all we 

have to Him. Repentance 
must be coupled with 
faith. Paul said it is 
“Repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 
20:21). Repent of your 
sin and put your faith in 
Jesus Christ, and you 
become a child of God, 
and no one can sever that 
relationship.

Salvation comes from 
God. God’s Spirit convicts 
us of our sins and points 
us to Christ. He causes 
us to repent. We let go 

and God does it all.
“The gift of God is 

eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Romans 6:23). But God’s 
gift is of no value unless 
we receive it.

God offers a free 
gift---the forgiveness of 
sin and Jesus as Savior. 
Have you received this 
gift? Then, thank God 
and seek to live for Him 
daily. As Sam Jones said, 
“There, but for the grace 
of God, go I.” Amazing 
Grace!!
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books will be presenting for Ancestral Trails 
Historical Monthly meeting. Presentation The 
conflict between North and South in the Civil 
War was fought in small communities across 
the Bluegrass, where armed men were quick 
to settle differing opinions with the barrel of a 
gun. FMI contact mgbarnes@hotmail.com or 
270-234-4541.

Celebrate Recovery
Held every Thursday evening from 

6-8 p.m. at Ovesen Heights Baptist Church 
located at 1604 Bardstown Road in 
Hodgenville. FMI call 270-735-5005.

Lions Club
The Hodgenville Lions Club meets the 

second and fourth Thursday evenings at 
6 p.m. at Kayla’s Fill Up restaurant. Come 
out and learn more about the Lions Club 
or call Linda Henry at 502-888-9256 or 
email lionlindahenry@yahoo.com for more 
information.

PUBLIC LIBRARY — 270-358-3851
Wed. Feb. 19 -Book Page Hearts — 3 p.m. 

Class limit of 24, teens and adults call to register.
Thurs., Feb. 20 -Closed for staff 

conferences.
Fri. Feb. 21 — Snow Globes — 2 p.m. Class 

limit of 24, teens and adults call to register.
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The start of
the new scho

ol

year brings n
ot only the p

rom-

ise of fresh b
eginnings for

stu-

dents but als
o the introdu

ction

of Adryanne
Warren, the

new

LaRue Coun
ty Schools S

uper-

intendent. E
ager to guid

e the

district into a
new era of ex

cel-

lence, her lea
dership is po

ised

to bring ren
ewed energy

and

focus to the
school syste

m’s

goals and ach
ievements.

Warren, who
brings nearl

y

a dozen yea
rs of educat

ional

experience,
has spent nu

mer-

ous hours tra
ining and pre

par-

ing for the n
ew role since

her

appointment
announceme

nt in

April. Taking
over LCS on

July

1, she has sin
ce identified t

hree

top priorities
to steer the

dis-

trict through
the coming ye

ar.

Her first prio
rity is to fost

er

a sense of un
ity and teamw

ork.

By encourag
ing collabora

tion

among stude
nts, teachers,

staff

and parents,
she aims to

cre-

ate a cohes
ive environm

ent

where every
one works to

geth-

er towards t
he common

goal

— student s
uccess. Illus

trat-

ed through t
he metaphor

of a

mule team,
which must

com-

municate effe
ctively to fun

ction

well and tru
st each othe

r to

navigate the
path ahead,

War-

ren believes
the school s

ys-

tem and com
munity work

ing

together can
propel the di

strict

toward succe
ss.

“Not just th
e district, b

ut

the commun
ity and all o

f us

— we have t
o pull togeth

er to

do what’s be
st for these

kids

that are living
here and walk

ing

through our
school doors,

” she

said. “I really
value the imp

or-

tance of scho
ols and famili

es in

the communi
ty working to

geth-

er, so my goa
l for the year

is to

bridge all of
that and mak

e it

one bigger u
nit than it alr

eady

is.”
Another key

focus for Wa
r-

ren is leverag
ing the fresh

per-

spective from
her new role.

She

is committed
to understan

ding

the district’s
unique challe

nges

and opportu
nities by act

ively

listening and
learning from

all

stakeholders.
This new out

look

will enable h
er to implem

ent

innovative so
lutions and d

rive

positive chan
ge throughou

t the

school system
.

‘A FRESH START’
Warren takes

the helm as LCS

Superintendent

Submitted photo

The beginning of the 2024-25 school year also comes with the

beginning of new LaRue County Schools Superintendent Adryanne

Warren, second from left. She is pictured at a Special Education Pro-

fessional Development meeting with Madison Johnson, Casey Side-

bottom and Joni Phelps.

The Mothe
r of the Ye

ar

award is pr
oudly spons

ored

by the LaRu
e County Ex

ten-

sion Homem
akers and h

as

been given
to many des

erv-

ing LaRue Co
unty mothers

for

over 50 years
. The 2024 re

cipi-

ent is no exce
ption.

To say this w
oman is ama

z-

ing, would b
e an unders

tate-

ment. Born
at the end o

f The

Great Depres
sion in 1938,

she

was the youn
gest of seven

chil-

dren. She wa
s raised in a

mod-

est rented ho
me just outsi

de of

Lincoln Natio
nal Park in H

od-

genville. He
r family atte

nded

church faithf
ully, and she

was

saved and b
aptized at S

outh

Fork Baptist
Church in H

od-

genville, wh
ere she has

been

an active me
mber for ove

r 70

years.
For many y

ears, this in
di-

vidual gave
her children

the

oppor tunity
to be invol

ved

in 4-H. She
drove them

to

meetings, co
ntests, fairs

and

rehearsals f
or talent sh

ows.

She taught
them to sing,

cook, sew,
speak in pu

blic

and to raise
tobacco, cat

tle,

and rabbits.
She bought

them

flour and su
gar and wat

ched

them bake d
ozens of Bu

tter-

scotch Finge
rs until they

got

them just rig
ht. She prov

ided

resources an
d instruction

for

County and
State Fair en

tries

and instilled
in them the

dil-

igence and
confidence

they

needed to e
arn that cov

eted

purple or bl
ue ribbon. I

t was

Mother of the Yea
r

Photo byVicto
ria Cox

Winnie Shive was honored at the LaRue County Fair on Friday, Aug.

2, as the Mother of the Year. The award was presented by Doris Jean

Holleran, representing the LaRue County Extension Homemakers.
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Returning to
his home di

s-

trict during
the annual r

ecess

of the U.S. H
ouse of Repr

esen-

tatives, Con
gressman B

rett

Guthrie visit
ed LaRue Co

unty

on Thursday,
Aug. 1 to dis

cuss

his goals an
d intended f

ocus

for the upco
ming legisla

tive

session.
Scheduled t

o reconvene
in

just over on
e month, Gu

thrie

said the prio
rity will be to

pro-

duce and pas
s a budget to

fund

the operation
and activities

of

the federal
government

for

the upcoming
fiscal year. C

on-

gress must a
pprove 12 an

nual

funding mea
sures by the

end

of September
or risk a gov

ern-

ment shutdo
wn. The ele

cted

official said le
gislators will

like-

ly pass a con
tinuing resolu

tion,

which would
fund the fed

eral

government
for a limited

peri-

od of time.
“The questio

n is, do we
do

[the contin
uing resolu

tion]

until after th
e election, o

r do

we do it all th
e way into Fe

bru-

ary so the ne
w president [

has a

say],” he said
.

Once federa
l funding h

as

been secured
, Guthrie beli

eves

taking steps
to prioritize

ener-

gy independ
ence throug

hout

Rep. Guthrie dis
cusses energy

independence, h
ealthcare transp

arency

Photo byVicto
ria Cox

U.S. Congressman Brett Guthrie

offered a look at his goals and

intended focus for the upcom-

ing legislative session at the

Hodgenville Rotary Club’s week-

ly luncheon onThursday, Aug. 1.
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A Hodgenvi
lle man has

been charge
d with murd

er

after an alleg
ed hit-

and-run on W
ednes-

day, July 31.
According t

o the

Hardin Coun
ty Sher-

if f ’s Office,
officers

responded
to 111

N. Walnut S
treet in

Upton at 11:
53 a.m.

on Wednesd
ay fol-

lowing repor
ts of a

vehicle vs. pe
destrian

accident. In
vestiga-

tion revealed
a 1993 Chevr

o-

let Truck ope
rated by Mat-

thew Bush, 33, had b
een

traveling sou
thbound whe

n

he struck a p
edestrian in th

e

roadway. He i
s accused of n

ot

stopping or re
ndering aid.

The victim,
identified as

James A. Ha
wk, 71

of Upton, w
as pro-

nounced dece
ased at

the scene.
Bush is sa

id to

have attemp
ted to

hide from po
lice by

parking his t
ruck in

a barn in Har
t Coun-

ty. The Hart
Coun-

ty Sherif f ’s
Of fice

arrested him
within

hours of th
e inci-

dent followin
g a tip of hi

s

location.

Hodgenville driv
er

chargedwithmu
rder

Matthew
Bush, 33of
Hodgenville
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The community came out in full force on Friday evening in

downtown Hodgenville, as local businesses and nonprofit

organizations gave out free school supplies during the City of

Hodgenville and the LaRue County Chamber of Commerce

Back to School Bash. Hundreds of school age children and

their families enjoyed the evening before heading back to

school in LaRue County on Wednesday, Aug. 7.

Back to School B
ash

SEEDRIVER/P
AGEA2

Three separate but related values of your house
1. Tax Assessment
2. Market Value
3. Appraisal Value
TheMarket Value is the price that buyer is willing to pay
that the seller is willing to accept. It is very important
to work with your agent to estimate the market value so
that your asking price is realistic. Your agent can assist
you by obtaining comps. (Comparable homes that have
sold recently thus indicating what buyers are willing to
pay). Then they can help you fine tune your asking price
with evaluation of external and internal characteristics of
your home. These features may place your asking price
and ultimately market price different from the reviewed
comps. The agent can also help interpret the effect of
supply and demand. If there are numerous buyers and
few homes available the market value will be higher, the
opposite is true as well. Again, the market value always
reflects what the buyer is willing to pay and what the
seller will accept.

What is my home worth?

Beverly
Flowers

REALTOR/BROKER

“I am from LaRue
County and would love
to earn your business.

Give me a call.”
Cell 270-404-1161

Office 270-524-HOME
email:

beverlyflowers@
legacy-exp.net

LEGACY PROPERTY GROUP
232 Main St. P.O. Box 522
Munfordville, KY 42765


