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BY AARON GERSHON
THE CATS PAUSE

For the first time in 
program histor y, Ken-
tucky baseball is NCAA 
Tournament bound for 
the third straight season.

Kentucky was selected 
as the No. 3 seed in the 
Clemson Regional during 
Monday’s NCAA Tour-
nament selection show 
and will begin postseason 
play Friday.

The Clemson Region-
al will be hosted by the 
national No. 11 seeded 
Clemson Tigers, who 
posted a 44-16 record and 
are ranked No. 9 in the 
RPI.

In the opening round, 
Kentucky will face the 
No. 2 seeded West Vir-
ginia Mountaineers, who 
went 41-14 during the 
regular season and rank 
No. 28 in the RPI.

Kentucky and West 
Virginia’s matchup will 
be a rematch of the 2023 
Lexington Regional semi-
finals that saw the Cats 
knock out the Mountain-
eers with a 10-0 victory.

The No. 4 seed in the 
regional will be USC 
Upstate, which will play 
its first game against 
Clemson.

The Clemson Region-
al will be paired with the 
Baton Rouge Regional 
hosted by No. 6 overall 
seed LSU.

LSU will welcome No. 
2 seeded Dallas Baptist, 
No. 3 Rhode Island and 
No. 4 Little Rock for its 
regional.

With the bid, ninth-
year  Kentucky head 
coach Nick Mingione 
has led the Cats to four 
N C A A  T o u r n a m e n t 
appearances (2017, 2023, 
2024 and 2025). Overall, 
it is UK’s 10th NCAA 
Tournament appearance.

This trip will be the 
first time he will take his 
team on the road for a 
regional, as UK served 
as hosts in each of the 
first three appearances 
under Mingione, winning 
the regional title all three 
times.

Kentucky lost in the 
Super Regionals on the 
road in both 2017 (Lou-
isville) and 2023 (LSU) 
but last year swept Ore-
gon State at home as the 
countr y’s No. 2 overall 
seed to advance to its 
first-ever College World 
Series, where it went 1-2.

This spring, the Cats 
went 29-24 with a 13-17 
SEC record.

They sat firmly on the 
NCAA Tournament bub-
ble after they were swept 
in their final series of the 
season by eventual SEC 
Tournament champion 
Vanderbilt in a series 
where the team blew two 
ninth inning leads.

Kentucky then lost 
to Oklahoma in its SEC 
Tournament opener but 
with an RPI ranking of 
38 and series wins over 
then-No. 4 Tennessee 
and No. 17 Oklahoma 
on its resume, the Cats 
did enough to crack the 
field.

Kentucky is one of 13 
SEC teams to make the 
field. Eight will serve as 
hosts, while the Cats join 
Florida, Mississippi State, 

Alabama and Oklahoma 
as one of the five at-large 
teams from the country’s 
top baseball conference.

The time of Kentucky’s 
NCAA Tournament open-
er against West Virginia 
will be announced later.

Western Kentucky Uni-
versity’s baseball team, 
which won the Confer-
ence USA Tournament, 
will be a No. 3 seed and 
Murray State University, 
which won the Missouri 
Valley Conference Tour-
nament, will be a No. 4 
seed.

Both are in the Oxford 
Regional at Ole Miss.

email: dwilkins@
messenger-inquirer.com or 
call 270-691-7299

UK baseball earns third straight 
NCAA Tournament bid

WKU, Murray 
also among  

64 teams

BY MARK MAYNARD
KENTUCKY TODAY

LEXINGTON — Ken-
tucky announced five 
non-conference games 
for the 2025-26 basket-
ball schedule, including 
a home date with Indiana 
on Dec. 13.

All five games added 
will be in Rupp Arena.

L o y o l a  U n i v e r s i t y 
M a r y l a n d  c o m e s  t o 
town Nov. 21, Tennes-
see Tech — coached by 
former UK great John 
Pelphrey — visits Nov. 
26, North Carolina Cen-
tral comes to Lexington 
Dec. 9 and Bellarmine 
on Dec. 23.

The game with Indiana 
has been long-awaited. 
The Cats and Hoosiers 
have not played since the 
2016 NCAA Tournament, 
but this will be the first in 
a four-game series.

UK is expected to add 
additional non-confer-
ence foes, along with the 
Southeastern Conference 
slate, to complete the 
2025-26 schedule.

The Cats also have a 
home game in the SEC-

ACC Challenge still to be 
decided.

Television networks 
and game times will be 
announced later.

Kentucky, under Coach 
Mark Pope, is coming off 
the program’s first Sweet 
16 appearance since 2019 
and had a 24-12 season 
which featured wins over 
an NCAA-record-tying 
eight Associated Press 
top 15 foes.

Pope has put together 
a strong transfer portal 
group along with sev-
eral freshmen who are 
expected to contribute. 
Otega Oweh, last year’s 
leading scorer, is testing 
the NBA waters but is 
expected to return for his 
senior season.

Kentucky will likely be 
ranked in the preseason 
top 10 if Oweh decides to 
return.

Kentucky adds 5 non-conference 
games, including Indiana

LES NICHOLSON/Kentucky Today, file
Coach Mark Pope’s first season at Kentucky ended in the 
Sweet 16 with a loss to rival Tennessee. The Cats won 24 
games and had a 10-8 record in the Southeastern Con-
ference, which is regarded as the best league in college 
basketball history.

BY ERIC OLSON 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

OMAHA, Neb. — The NCAA base-
ball tournament opens Friday with 
play in 16 double-elimination region-
als.

Regional winners advance to best-of-
three super regionals next week, and 
the final eight go to the College World 
Series in Omaha, Nebraska, beginning 
June 13.

WHO’S HOT
Northeastern’s 27-game win streak 

is the longest in Division I since Fair-
field rolled of f 28 straight in 2021. 
The Huskies (48-9) are making their 
fourth NCAA appearance since 2018 
under Mike Glavine, younger brother 
of Baseball Hall of Fame member Tom 
Glavine. The Huskies are the No. 2 
regional seed in Tallahassee, Florida, 
and open against Mississippi State.

No. 13 national seed Coastal Caro-
lina (48-11) brings an 18-game streak 
into its home regional. The Chanti-
cleers swept the Sun Belt regular-sea-
son and tournament titles under Kevin 
Schnall, who took over for longtime 
coach Gary Gilmore this year. They 
open against Fairfield.

Columbia (29-17) has won nine in 
a row and 16 of 17. The Ivy League 
champions are a No. 4 regional seed 
and meet No. 16 national seed South-
ern Mississippi.

WHO’S NOT
Arizona State (35-22) and Kentucky 

(29-24) each have lost four straight.
The Sun Devils are batting .266 with 

a total of 12 runs and two homers over 
their past four and are coming off a 2-0 
loss to BYU in the Big 12 Tournament.

The Wildcats lost their final regu-
lar-season series against No. 1 national 
seed Vanderbilt by a total of four runs 
and then lost 5-1 to Oklahoma in the 
SEC Tournament.

STILL WAITING
East Carolina (33-25), which received 

the American Athletic’s automatic bid by 
winning the conference tournament as a 
No. 6 seed, has never reached the Col-
lege World Series in 34 previous NCAA 
Tournament appearances, the longest 
streak of its kind. The Pirates are in the 
field for the ninth time in 10 years.

Play ball! Things to know entering 
the NCAA baseball regionals

Gary McCullough/Associated Press
Florida catcher Brody Donay (29) bats 
during an NCAA baseball game against 
Florida State in Gainesville, Fla., April 8.
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CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
PUBLICATION DATE

Sunday
Wednesday

DEADLINE
Wednesday 4:00 PM

Friday 4:00 PM
Contact Customer Service at
502-348-9003, Option 3 or

classifieds@kystandard.com
Monday-Friday 8AM-4PM

*Holidays advance deadlines by 24 hours.

Probate Notice of Appointments
The following Fiduciaries have been appointed in the Nelson Dis-
trict Court. Any claims against the following Estates
should be presented to the named
fiduciary before November 16, 2025.

25-P-129 Guardianship of Madison Cloah
Evelynann Hewlett, 1026 Walnut Creek Drive, Bardstown, KY
40004.
5/16/25 Andrew Scott Cox, 1026 Walnut Creek Drive, Bardstown,
KY 40004 appointed Guardian.

25-P-70 Estate of Owen Lanham, 1605 Samuels Loop, Coxs
Creek, KY 40013.
5/16/25 Mary H. Petrowske, 880 Mine Street, Percy, Illinois
62272 appointed Executrix.
Attorney Natalie Nelson, 9700 Park Plaza Avenue, Suite 108,
Louisville, KY 40241.

Probate Notice of Settlement Hearings
Exceptions to the following settlements must be filed in the
Nelson Circuit Clerkʼs office prior to the scheduled hearing on
June 11, 2025 at 1:00 p.m.

22-P-409 Estate of Brittany Ann Littlejohn
Final Settlement
Filed by Margaret A, Littlejohn

23-P-83 Estate of Joseph Randal Fogle
Periodic Settlement
Filed by Estelle M. Fogle, Carol Reneeʼ Lyon,
and Jennifer Devine

Exceptions to the following settlements must be filed in the Nel-
son Circuit Clerkʼs office prior to the scheduled hearing on
June 25, 2025 at 1:30 p.m.

24-P-236 Estate of Donald Ray Kays, Sr.
Final Settlement
Filed by Verna M. Kays

21-P-5 Estate of Jane Ray F. Jury
Final Settlement
Filed by John David Jury and
Edward Ray Jury

Diane Thompson,
Nelson Circuit &
District Court Clerk


