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In prior court appearances 
by Steven Lawson — as well as 
alleged co-conspirators Joseph 
Lawson, his son, and Brooks 
Houck, who is accused of Rog-
ers’ murder — Simms limited TV 
news media to only one camera 
in the courtroom, forcing Louis-
ville and Lexington market sta-
tions and other stations to pool 
their resources and share video 
footage.

“This Court has also previous-
ly entered an Order to prevent 
courtroom distractions associat-
ed with the broadcasting of these 
proceedings,” Simms wrote. “In 
particular, that Order restricted 
media to one camera in the court-
room and it prohibited livestream-
ing. However, this Court has 
observed individuals sitting in the 
media area who have been video-
ing the proceedings on iPhones 
and iPads. To further complicate 
matters, there has been coverage 
on social media platforms, with 
this Court receiving complaints 
about the proceedings being lives-
treamed.”

By banning electronic devices, 
this would also prevent the jury 
from viewing details about the 
trial on TV or social media, and to 
avoid having to sequester the jury.

Also, with Joseph Lawson and 
Brooks Houck going on trial June 
24, it would prevent witnesses 
from hearing the testimony of 
other witnesses.

“Unfortunately, this Court and 
trial counsel have profound ner-
vosity that these witnesses would 
be able to observe the testimo-
nies of prior witnesses if record-
ings are allowed at this trial pro-
ceeding,” Simms wrote. “To fur-
ther complicate matters, some of 
these same witnesses will likely 
be called to testify at a subsequent 

trial involving (Steven) Lawson’s 
co-defendants.”

Houck is charged with murder 
and tampering with physical evi-
dence, while Steven and Joseph 
Lawson are charged with conspir-
acy to murder and complicity to 
tampering with physical evidence. 
All three men are currently incar-
cerated.

Simms consulted with the 
Administrative Of fice of the 
Courts Security Manager Darren 
Allen, who recommended to the 
judge to ban cameras during the 
trial.

The judge issued other restric-
tions in Tuesday’s order, such as:

• Public and media members 
would be allowed to observe 
the jury selection process on 
closed-circuit TV in Courtroom D 
on the second floor of the Warren 
County Judicial Center

• No disclosing of juror iden-
tities

• No livestreaming, video or 
audio recording by any individual 
in the courtroom gallery — any-
one entering the courtroom with 
any electronic recording device 
such as laptops, cell phones or 
cameras will risk having those 
devices confiscated by court secu-
rity personnel

• No audible outbursts are per-
mitted in reaction to any testimo-
ny or attorney statements during 
the trial.

In addition, Simms said in the 
interest of avoiding improper 
influencing of the jury that there 
would be no clothing permitted 
pertaining to the case, as well as 
buttons, signage, banners and 
posters pertaining to the case, 
and no pictures of the victim, 
defendants or anyone else associ-
ated with the case.

Media will be permitted to 
report on the proceedings in the 
courtroom, so long as that report-
ing takes place outside of the 
courtroom. There will also be no 
designated media room.
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Disaster Recovery Center 
in Nelson County.

“We anticipate the DRC 
will open soon at the Bos-
ton Community Center, 
and we’ll share the exact 
date as soon as it’s con-
firmed,” Metcalf said.

Through the Individ-
ual Assistance program, 
residents can get support 
in the form of temporary 
housing, home repairs, per-
sonal property loss, med-
ical and dental expenses, 
and other serious disas-
ter-related needs.

“President Donald J. 
Trump has granted a 
major disaster declaration 
for the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky, triggering the 
release of federal funds to 
help people recover from 
the severe storms, straight-
line winds, tornadoes, 
flooding, landslides and 
mudslides that began April 
2, 2025, and continuing,” 
a press release by FEMA 
reads.

On Wednesday, Ken-
tucky Gov. Andy Beshear 

announced that  the 
Trump administration has 
approved his April 28 and 
May 5 requests to add 
Individual Assistance for 
24 more counties affect-
ed by the widespread 
flooding that took place 
last month. The number 
of counties approved for 
Individual Assistance is 
currently 37. The disas-
ter declaration number is 
FEMA-4864-DR.

“Great news — 24 
more counties have been 
approved for Individual 
Assistance by FEMA fol-
lowing the April severe 
weather,” Beshear said. 
“This process takes time, 
and we will continue to 
request more counties 
be added until ever y-
one affected receives the 
support they need and 
deserve.”

Individual Assistance 
has now been approved 
for Breckenridge, Bullitt, 
Calloway, Daviess, Gar-
rard, Grayson, Hancock, 
Hart, Henderson, Henry, 
Jefferson, LaRue, Lincoln, 
McLean, Meade, Muhlen-
berg, Nelson, Ohio, Old-
ham, Pendleton, Powell, 
Trimble, Warren and Web-

ster counties in addition to 
those of Anderson, Butler, 
Carroll, Christian, Clark, 
Franklin, Hardin, Hopkins, 
Jessamine, McCracken, 
Mercer, Owen and Wood-
ford, which were approved 
April 25. Assistance for 
more counties may be 
requested through an 
amendment if assessments 
warrant.

Beshear thanked Pres-
ident Trump, Office of 
Homeland Security Kristi 
Noem and everyone at the 
federal level who helped 
acquire this additional help 
for Kentuckians.

How to Apply: Residents 
and business owners who 
sustained losses in the des-
ignated counties can begin 
applying for assistance 
at DisasterAssistance.
gov, by calling the Feder-
al Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) at 
800-621-FEMA (3362) or 
by using the FEMA App. 

Anyone using a relay ser-
vice, such as video relay 
service (VRS), captioned 
telephone service or other 
similar service, can give 
FEMA the number for that 
service.

When applying for assis-
tance, make sure:

• You upload your docu-
ments online via the FEMA 
App or by visiting Disaster-
Assistance.gov.

• Your damaged home is 
your primary residence.

• You haven’t received 
assistance for the same 
losses from another 
source, including insur-
ance.

• You are able to be 
reached by FEMA at the 
contact information you 
provide in the application.

If you disagree with 
FEMA’s decision, you may 
appeal:

• Online at DisasterAs-
sistance.gov.

• In person at a Disaster 

Recovery Centers, which 
will open in coming days.

• Or by mail or fax.
As the rains began that 

eventually led to wide-
spread flooding, Beshear 
declared a state of emer-
gency, activated the State 
Emergency Operations 
Center and the state’s 
price gouging laws to pro-
tect Kentuckians from 
overpriced goods and 
ser vices as they clean 
up and recover from the 
severe weather. The price 
gouging prohibition was 
renewed April 17.

Following the storms, 
Beshear urged local offi-
cials to start the federal 
Individual Assistance and 
Public Assistance damage 

assessments and asked 
Kentuckians who expe-
rienced storm damage to 
take photographs before 
cleaning up and to report 
the damages to their local 
emergency management 
officials.

Hutchins said those 
affected by the disaster 
should act quickly.

“Don’t wait. If you’ve 
been impacted, apply as 
soon as possible,” he said. 
“Help is available, and we 
want everyone who quali-
fies to receive the support 
they need.”

Further updates about 
local recovery resources 
can be found on the Nelson 
County Emergency Man-
agement Facebook page.
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Photos by PETER W. ZUBATY/The Kentucky Standard
Joseph Lawson (in wheelchair) and his father, Steven Lawson, enter the courtroom in February 2024 
for a status hearing in Nelson County Circuit Court. The Lawsons are each charged with conspiracy to 
commit murder and complicity to tampering with physical evidence in the 2015 disappearance and 
presumed death of Crystal Rogers. Steven Lawson goes on trial on May 27, while Joseph Lawson and 
Brooks Houck — who is accused of Rogers’ murder — go on trial June 24.

Brooks 
Houck 

enters the 
courtroom 

in Febru-
ary 2024 
for a sta-
tus hear-

ing. Houck 
is charged 
with mur-
der in the 
2015 dis-

appear-
ance and 

presumed 
death of 

his ex-girl-
friend, 
Crystal 

Rogers. 
His trial is 

set for 
June 24, 

2025.

Steven Ward with Stu-
dio Kremer highlighted a 
number of regulatory and 
semantic edits to the DFP 
during a review from KDE. 
Ward said KDE accepted 
the LPC proposal for the 
DFP in principle, but its 
edits were technical chang-
es to the document.

Among the largest edits 
to the documents includ-
ed specifying the pro-
posed Career and Tech-
nical Education pathways 
that would reside in Old 
Kentucky Home Middle 
School. Ward said for both 
OKHMS and Bloomfield 

Middle School, they were 
asked to receive approval 
from the Office of Career 
and Technical Education.

In the new draft of the 
facilities plan, OKHMS 
will be home to the Media 
Arts. The draft lists cine-
matography/video produc-
tion, interactive media and 
graphic design as part of 
this pathway. Additionally, 
Pathway to Careers and 
Family Consumer Sciences 
were a part of the proposed 
CTE programs.

House Bill 678 gave 
school districts more dis-
cretion in how to treat pri-
orities for facilities. Ward 
said because of this legis-
lation, some projects listed 
as priority five in the previ-
ous draft were moved up to 

priority one. This allowed 
other projects labeled as 
discretionary to be placed 
alongside the proposed 
large-scale renovations.

“What we recommend to 
you is it’s important to ren-
ovate what you’ve already 
got then it is to prioritize 
new construction,” Ward 
said.

The LPC approved the 
recommended revisions 
for the district’s DFP by a 
16-1 vote.

After the approval, the 
DFP now moves forward 
to the Nelson County 
Board to act upon. The 
LPC will be reconvened 
only if the Board rejects 
the document or in cases of 
major revisions or amend-
ments to the DFP.

If the Board chooses to 
take action on the DFP, 
there would be a public 
hearing open to all mem-
bers of the community. 
This hearing would be 
advertised for two weeks 
leading up to the forum, 
if the BOE moves for-
ward.

Wednesday’s meeting 
was also the final public 
forum for the LPC — with 
a handful of community 
members speaking. While 
all three of the night’s 
speakers thanked the LPC 
for their work, one brought 
up concerns about a dis-
connect between the par-
ent and community mem-
bers surveys and what the 
LPC said the community’s 
priorities were.

Late last month, the dis-
trict released the results 
of the parent and com-
munity member survey 
online at ncslpc.com. The 
parent survey had results 
from families in ever y 
building in the district — 
the largest percentage 
being Bloomfield Middle 
School with 21%.

The top priority for 
parents across the dis-
trict included their child 
having a choice in their 
academics (96%) and the 
oppor tunity to explore 
careers through course-
work (93%). Additionally, 
89% of parents are inter-
ested in their student 
receiving a variety of 
academic of ferings and 
opportunities.

Community members 
said their highest priori-
ties for students included 
them graduating prepared 
to enter the workforce or 
college (77%).

In previous meetings, 
based upon feedback from 
those speaking in guest 
comments, the LPC said 
top priority for the com-
munity was clear school 
feeder patterns, access 
and opportunity, commu-
nity and belonging, data-in-
formed decision making 
from the LPC and a focus 
on student and staff ben-
efits.

The Nelson County 
Board of Education is 
scheduled to meet May 
20 at 5:30 p.m. at Central 
Office.
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New Construction, Framing, Demolition, Flooring, Remodels,
Pole Barns, Home Additions, Landscaping, Tree Trimming,

Mowing, Mulch & Rock.
Fully Insured! Will travel out of state.
ElfegoMachorro@outlook.com

CONSTRUCTION IS IN OUR BLOOD

ELFEGO MACHORRO - OWNER

(502) 203-4007

FOX CONSTRUCTION, LLC

502-644-3895

Aspire Real Estate Group

Tommy Arnold Broker

James LeMaster &
Travis Carney

R E A L E S T A T E A G E N T S

GED Preparation
GED Testing
Family Literacy
College Prep
Workforce Education
ESL

Adult Education Services

For updates like us on Facebook
@Pathways Up Adult Education or

call for information
(502)309-4030

FREEFREEFREE

We bring everything needed to provide services
to your pets, including warm water and electric!

Serving Nelson
& Surrounding Areas

502.784.6726
FOLLOW US: Facebook Paws N Claws Mobile Grooming

TikTok @paws.n.claws16


