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This Oct. 16, 2012, file photo, shows a portion of the UnitedHealth Group Inc’s cam-

pus in Minnetonka, Minn.

Health insurers rally after government
lays out Medicare Advantage raise

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Shares of major health
insurers jumped Tues-
day after the federal
government announced
a better-than-expected
2026 payment increase
for Medicare Advantage
plans.

The Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Ser-
vices said Monday after
markets closed that final
rates are expected to
increase more than 5% in
2026.

That wound up well
above expectations, Leer-
ink Partners analyst Whit
Mayo said in a research
note.

BTIG analyst David
Larsen said separately
that the final increase
more than doubled what
was initially proposed in
January. He added that it
likely accounts for high-
er care use that the pro-
gram has seen recently.

Larsen also credited
the new administration of
President Donald Trump.

“The higher overall
final rate is in line with
our view that Republican
administrations are gen-
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Bunny Buddies are back, and what do they bring?
Baskets of laughs for Easter and spring!

(omplete each puzzle to reveal something funny.
Then share all the puzzles and jokes with somebunny!
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The letters on the
correct path through
Bucky Bunny’s maze

reveals the answer,

The rate increase is expected to cost
taxpayers an additional $25 billion next
year, (MS said. The Trump administration
has vowed to trim the health department’s
$1.7 trillion budget, although much of that
money is spent on insuring the older, poor
and disabled Americans through Medicare
and the state- and federally funded

Medicaid program.

erally more (Medicare
Advantage)-friendly,”
Larsen wrote. “While
fraud, waste, and abuse
are certainly a focus of
the new administration,
we view the final rate
notice as a positive sur-
prise.”

The rate increase is
expected to cost taxpay-
ers an additional $25
billion next year, CMS
said. The Trump admin-
istration has vowed to
trim the health depart-
ment’s $1.7 trillion bud-
get, although much of
that money is spent on
insuring the older, poor
and disabled Americans
through Medicare and
the state- and federally

Help Bianca Bunny circle every other letter to discover the answer!
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funded Medicaid pro-
gram.

Medicare Advantage
plans are privately-run
versions of the govern-
ment-funded Medicare
program mostly for peo-
ple who are 65 and older.

Shares of the two larg-
est Medicare Advantage
plan providers, United-
Health Group Inc. and
Humana Inc., climbed
more than 7% and 12%,
respectively, Tuesday
morning. Other insur-
ance stocks like Elevance
Health Inc. and Centene
Corp. also jumped.

The health sector was
among the biggest gain-
ers in a broader market
rebound early Tuesday.
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secret code to revea)
the punch fine!

TFIO

NEARLY

EVERY

HOUSEHOLD

- IN NELSON COUNTY
WILL RECEIVE A COPY OF

- The Kentucky Standard
That’s Nearly

TOTAL MARKET
COVERAGE!

WE’VE GOT NELSON

COUNTY COVERED

Special Sample Edition Rates:
1/4 - rG - $330 B&W; $405 w/color

3-column (4.89"W x 10.5"H) or 4-column (6.56"x 8")

1/2 - pG - $480 B&W: $580 w/color

6-col. (9.89"x 10.5") or 3-col. (4.89"x 21.5")

Full - rG - $730 B&W: $880 w/color

6-col. Broadsheet (9.89"x 21.5")
Above rates or contract rates apply*®

*PUBLIC NOTICE
ADVERTISING EXCLUDED

Advertising Deadline:
Thursday, April 17th @ 3pm

Contact your account rep. for details
Lizzy Marshall, Imarshall@kystandard.com, 270-691-7225
Anna Shepherd, ashepherd@kystandard.com, 502-349-0278

The Kentucky
Standard

www.kystandard.com

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE

Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at
@ www.kidscoop.com @

©2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Viol. 41, No. 20

@Kin Scoop Together
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(anyou help Betty and Biff Bunny
match the questions and answers?
Do the math. Then draw a line from
eachriddle toits answer.

don't Riddie Me This!
WhY Work with somebunny in the family
1 touse the cues tofillin the missing
dmosa:ur S d}lr?e letters. The letters in the center
vertical column reveal the answer
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BASKET Find the words by looking up, 5. N
down, backwards, forwards,
CLUES @ ’ sideways and diagonally. 6. L
DRAW RJOKESIDEG 1 A
EASTER
BGGS AEXLEHYATIH 8.1C )
FARM BDVQZGMOCF 9. P
JOKES BRJIEBUGILR 10. E
LAUGHS IALJAARSUK
MATH L o E
RABBIT TWMESLTIYETF . p
REVEAL MATHKOHYVS A
RICH GGWAEASTER IBT
.~ || SIDE CLUES
 Howmany jelly STATE @ NETATSYGLM . Atasty baked dessert
beans can you find — : —— . To grow older
on this page? YOLK b E‘E’Jﬁ'éi%?ne;“ ?3&5?532&'55 S:ggf:sl . Something you chew
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4. Fuel for a car

5. You can fry eggs in this
6. Sick, not well

7. Abaseball player’s hat

8

. Metal food container

FROM THE LESSON LIBRARY
= orilla is one kin
Scrambled Eggs ﬁ prosy yolﬁlr oo

. Frozen water
With a buddy, look through today’s newspaper 12. How bunnies move
for the letters that spell Easter Eggs. Cut them 13. One more than nine
out. Take turns mixing up the letters and
spelling a new word. A player gets a point for
every letter used.

Standards Link: Spelling: Spell grade-level words correctly.

Standards Link: Vocabulary: Spell
grade-level appropriate words correctly.

EREE DOWNLOAD:
Kid Scoop

Fun Facts

17=Eggrolls! Cut out a comic strip

19=Comedi-hens! (f:fomﬁtllllle neWSPan-
are remove the

1B=An eggplaqt! words fr}(])m the word

13:= New Yolk ity! bubbles, and then paste

15="0nes with hoppy endings! | the strip onto a sheet of

14=Through the eqg-i! paper. Write a new joke

in the bubbles.

16="Funny side up!

Standards Link: Reading
Comprehension: Follow
multiple-step directions.

Standards h: Calculate sums to 20.

(=~ Write On!
Easter Bunny Spotted

Pretend you are a newspaper reporter and

you are writing an article about someone

who saw the Easter Bunny. Be sure to tell
who, what, when, where and why.

®  Teacker '
Act'wihj Pock:

With hundreds of topics, every
Kid Scoop’ printable activity pack
features six-to-seven pages of
high-interest extra leaming &)
activities for home and ‘(’
school! Get your free
sample today at:




