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Nearly all Kentucky public schools sign

compliance form with Trump

BY MCKENNA HORSLEY
Kentucky Lantern

early all of Kentucky’s
171 public school dis-
tricts have signed an

agreement to adhere to the
Trump administration’s new
restrictions on diversity, equity
and inclusion programs in pub-
lic schools.

Only two school districts —
Fayette and Jefferson counties
— did not sign a form from the
U.S. Department of Education
to certify their compliance with
the Trump administration’s in-
terpretations of civil rights law,
according to documents from
the Kentucky Department of Ed-
ucation.

Sent last month, the federal
agency’s certification form says
that “any violation of Title VI
— including the use of Diver-
sity, Equity, & Inclusion (‘DEI’)
programs to advantage one’s
race over another — is imper-
missible” and using “certain
DEI practices can violate federal
law.” Title VI of the 1963 Civil
Rights Act prohibits discrimina-
tion on the basis of race, color
and national origin in programs
and activities receiving federal
financial assistance.

The school superintendents
of Fayette and Jefferson coun-
ties instead provided alternative
documents saying they comply
with federal and state laws. Jef-
ferson County has the state’s
largest student enrollment, fol-
lowed by Fayette County.

KDE provided the documents
to the Kentucky Lantern in re-
sponse to an open records re-
quest.

In a joint statement to news
outlets last week about the dis-
trict’s decision, Fayette County
Public Schools Superintendent
Demetrus Liggins and school
board Chair Tyler Murphy said
they “want to reaffirm that Fay-
ette County Public Schools
remains steadfast in our com-
mitment to ensuring every stu-
dent receives the support they
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need to thrive” The statement
said the decision was based
on data about students’ needs
within the district.

“As we affirm each year, we
continue to fully comply with the
requirements of Title VI and all
civil rights laws, not simply as a
legal obligation, but as a reflection
of who we are and what we stand
for,” Liggins and Murphy said. “We
will also continue to support and
defend the programs that help our
students — all of our students —
reach their full potential. That is a
commitment that has not and will
not change”

Jefferson County Public
Schools Superintendent Marty
Pollio wrote in an April 22 letter
to USED that “the schools within
our district are in compliance
with” federal law, including Title
VI. A spokesperson told the Lan-
tern that as of Thursday, JCPS
had not received any further
communication from USED re-
garding the form.

Kentucky Education Com-
missioner Robbie Fletcher has
previously said KDE signed the
form a couple of weeks ago, but

s view on civil rights
- —

added the form “is not without
issues,” in a message to superin-
tendents across the state. KDE
did not suspend or pause any of
its existing programs since it re-
ceived the form from USED.

Fletcher also advised that
“school districts should consult
with board counsel on whether
the district will sign the certifica-
tion form.”

One superintendent, Te-
resa Morgan of Hardin County
Schools, pushed back on USED’s
request to sign the form.

“It is with great disgust and
sadness that I am signing this
document,” Morgan wrote in
an addendum to the form. “The
fact that federal funds would
be withheld from our needi-
est students — simply because
of a refusal to sign a document
that serves to further divide our
country — is deeply troubling”

Morgan declined to expand
on her comment in an email
Thursday morning. The federal
form outlined possible conse-
quences for a state or local ed-
ucation agency that protects a
DEI program that violates the

new federal guidance, including
losing federal funding or facing a
federal lawsuit.

One school district that did
sign the form, Bowling Green
Independent Schools, did so
“at the request of the Kentucky
Department of Education com-
missioner,” said district spokes-
person Leslie McCoy in an email
to the Lantern. She added the
district believes it is “in compli-
ance with all state and federal
nondiscrimination laws” and has
notreceived further contact from
USED about Title VI compliance.

USED’s targeting of DEI prac-
tices comes as Republicans at
the national and state levels
seek to roll back such mea-
sures, particularly in education.
The GOP-controlled Kentucky
General Assembly passed a law
earlier this year to ban DEI pro-
grams at Kentucky public uni-
versities and colleges. President
Donald Trump signed an exec-
utive order aimed at eliminating
DEI programs within the federal
government shortly after he as-
sumed office in January.

The 2023 U.S. Supreme Court

decision to strike down affirma-
tive action in higher education
admissions has further fueled
backlash against DEI programs.
That ruling is cited in the USED
form K-12 school officials were
asked to sign.

In general, DEI initiatives
focus on supporting marginal-
ized people in areas where they
have been historically excluded.
But they've come under fire,
and not just from the right, as
discriminatory themselves. DEI
programs, the U.S. Department
of Education acting assistant
secretary for civil rights wrote
in a February letter, “frequently
preference certain racial groups
and teach students that certain
racial groups bear unique moral
burdens that others do not.”

Kentucky’s legislature has
not outlawed DEI in public K-12
schools, although legislation was
filed this year to do so. Sen. Lind-
sey Tichenor, R-Smithfield, filed
bills that would have prohibited
DEI initiatives in the state’s pub-
lic schools as well as state and
local governments. Neither bill
got a committee hearing.
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We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET -
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS
1-888-340-6138

AFFORDABLE TV &
INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your service,
call now for a free quote and
see how much you can save!
1-877-548-7494

Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards.
Call Today! 1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV- All your
entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and
get your first three months of
Max, Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice package
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV
1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us!
855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month.
For more information, call
1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP
Inflation is at 40 year highs.
Interest rates are way up.

Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car

Loans. Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call NATIONAL

DEBT RELIEF and find out

how to pay off your debt for
significantly less than what you

owe! FREE quote: Call
1-844-262-5602

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-833-984-2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR?7??
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All

50 States. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help
veterans find work or start
their own business. Call 24/7:
1-833-485-3141.

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.

Call Heritage for the Blind

Today at 1-877-581-3053!

FOOD SERVICES
When you want the best, you
want Omaha Steaks! 100%
guaranteed and delivered
to your door! Our Butcher's
Deluxe Package makes a great
gift and comes with 8 FREE
Burgers ONLY $99.99. Call
1-877-395-9131 and mention
code 77318CZL or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/Deluxe9671

Omaha Steaks Wines. 12
world class wines (and bonus
gifts) for ONLY $79.99 (plus
s/h.) Save $160! 12 new wine
selections plus a FREE $25
Omaha Steaks E-reward card
every three months. Cancel
anytime. 100% guarantee! Call
1-844-740-5945 and mention
code AGJF002 or visit www.
GetOSWine.com/sip169

HEALTH
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
888-982-0374

Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
American Heart Association.
Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for
just $149. Call 1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio
into an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today!
1-866-348-8793

NEED NEW WINDOWS?
Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? Need
outside noise reduction? New,
energy efficient windows
may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & FREE quote
today. 1-833-890-2083. You will
be asked for the zip code of the
property when connecting.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material — steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer — up to 50%
off installation + Additional 10%

off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-888-306-0302

WARNING: Your home may
need new Siding, Windows
or Roofs. SAVE MONEY
before the hurricane drives
prices back up and it’s to late.
Huge Discounts & Financing
available. 800-350-0591 to
learn more.

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-866-329-2415

Call LeafGuard and say
goodbye to gutter cleaning
for good. No cleaning. No
leaking. No water damage.
No more ladder accidents.
Get LeafGuard today and
be protected for life. FREE

estimate. Financing available.

20% off total purchase

(Restrictions may apply.)

Call 1-866-850-6999

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576
today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a
power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
Up to $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life Insurance!
No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help
pay funeral and other final
expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company-
844-950-2448 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/kypress

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26
6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber
Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no

throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card
when you make the switch.

Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Madolins/Banjos.
1-833-641-7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

SOCIAL SECURITY
YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care
for a health condition that
prevents you from working
for a year or more. Call
now! 1-833-641-6772

WATCHES
PAYING TOP CASH FOR
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Phillppe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
Call 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book

manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author's

Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit

dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky
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PUBLIC NOTICE

DAVID'S TOWING & RECOV-
ERY, 150 WILSON CT., NICHO-
LASVILLE, KY 40356 IS SEEK-
ING CLEAR TITLES FOR THE
FOLLOWING VEHICLES:

2013 VOLKSWAGON JET-
TA - 3VWDP7AJ8DM269232-
SHELBIE STATON, 105 WILM-
ORE RD., NICH, KY 40356
2022 JEEP COMPASS - 3C4N-
JDD132NT127106- RHONDA
GILBERT, 501 BROADWAY
ST., NICH, KY 40356 REGION-
AL ACCEPTANCE CORP., PO
BOX 277760, SACRAMENTO,
CA 95827-7760

2013 TOYOTA PRIUS - JTD-
KDTB3XD1528182 - GRANT
ZEIDLER, 9004 BARODAAVE,,
ST. LOUIS, MO 63114-5424
FIRST MID AMERICA CREDIT
UNION, 419 N. SHAMROCK
ST., EASTALTON, ILL 62024
2010 DODGE CALIBER -
1B3CB44HA9ADS552023 -
CYNTHIA HUGHES, 508 PINE
ST, LEX,, KY 40508

2006 PONTIAC TORRENT -
2CKDL73F866063518 - NICH-
OLE MILLER RANDI, 346 HOG
BRANCH TD, MCKEE, KY
40447

2011 NISSAN ROGUE -
JNBASSMV1BW673417 - TA-
MIKA SALES, 349 SCOTTS-
DALE CIRCLE, LEX, KY 40511
2007 CHEVROLET TAHOE -
1GNFK13027J177621 - THOM-
AS BULLEIT JR, 125 CHINOE
RD., LEX, KY 40502
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2017 FORD FOCUS - 1FAD-
P3FEOHL234933 - RICKY B
PULLUM, 341 GARDEN PARK
DR., NICH, KY 40356

2014 FORD FUSION - 3FA-
6POH74ER349229 - THOMAS
BROWN, 657 N BROADWAY
APT. #4, LEX, KY 40508

2014 TOYOTA YARIS LE -
VNKKTUD3XEA007817 - PV
HOLDING CORP., 300 CEN-
TRE POINTE DR, VIRGINIA
BEACH, VA 23462-4415
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Wawa Midwest, LLC, d/b/a
Wawa, with a mailing address of
260 W. Baltimore Pike, Media,

Pennsylvania 19063, hereby
declares its intention to ap-
ply for a Nonquota Retail Malt
Beverage Package License,
no later than May 16, 2025.
The business to be licensed
will be located at 3000 Lexing-
ton Rd, Nicholasville, Kentucky
40356. Wawa Midwest, LLC
is a Delaware limited liability
company authorized to do busi-
ness in the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. The sole member of
Wawa Midwest, LLC is Wawa,
Inc., a New Jersey corporation.
The primary officers of Wawa
Midwest, LLC and Wawa, Inc.
are: John Poplawski, President
of Wawa Midwest, LLC and
Vice-President of Wawa, Inc.,
260 W. Baltimore Pike, Me-
dia, Pennsylvania 19063; and
Michael Eckhardt, Vice-Pres-
ident and Secretary of Wawa
Midwest, LLC and Executive
Vice-President of Wawa, Inc.,
260 W. Baltimore Pike, Media,
Pennsylvania 19063. Any per-
son, association, corporation,
or body politic may protest the
approval of the license by writ-
ing the Department of Alcohol-
ic Beverage Control, 500 Mero
Street 2NE33, Frankfort, Ken-
tucky, 40601, within (30) days
of the date of legal publication.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Nicholasville Planning
Commission will meet in Reg-
ular Session at 5:00 p.m. On
Tuesday, May 20th, 2025 in the
Board Room at City Hall, 517
North Main Street, Nicholas-
ville, Kentucky. The agenda will
include the following:

ZONING MAP AMENDMENT
3213 Lexington Road. Zone Map
Amendment from A-1(County)
to R-3 (Multi-Family Residential
District) for approximately 16.10
acres. Portion of PVA Parcel
#067-00-00-028.00. Requested
by Continental 831 Fund, LLC,
Menomonee Falls WI 53051.
3255 Lexington Road. Zone Map
Amendment from A-1(County)
to R-3 (Multi-Family Residen-
tial District) for approximately
33.00 acres & A-1(County) to
B-2 (Highway-Business District)
for approximately 39.86 acres.
PVA Parcel #067-00-00-022.02.

Requested by Madden KR LLC,
Lexington KY 40580.

789 Union Mill Road. Zone Map
Amendment from A-1(County)
to R-1E (Single-Family Res-
idential District) for approxi-
mately 29.64 acres. PVA Parcel
#070-00-00-016.00. Requested
by Briggs Commercial Con-
struction, Lexington KY 40503.
LAND SUBDIVISION

3213 Lexington Road. Request
for approval of Final Develop-
ment Plan, consisting of approx-
imately 16.10 acres, Portion of
PVA Parcel #067-00-00-028.00.
Requested by Continental 831
Fund, LLC, Menomonee Falls
WI 53051.

3255 Lexington Road. Request
for approval of Final Develop-
ment Plan, consisting of approx-
imately 69.21 acres, PVA Parcel
#067-00-00-022.02. Requested
by Madden KR LLC, Lexington
KY 40580.

789 Union Mill Road. Request
for approval of Final Develop-
ment Plan, consisting of ap-
proximately 29.64 acres, PVA
Parcel #070-00-00-016.00.
Requested by Briggs Commer-
cial Construction, Lexington KY
40503.

641 Keene Centre Drive, Re-
quest for approval to use met-
al accent panels for exterior
facade, consisting of approx-
imately 1.95 acres, Portion of
PVA Parcel 057-00-00-003.00.
Requested by Keene 169, LLC.
Other Business

West Place Subdivision. Re-
quest for an extension for the
preliminary subdivision plat &
Final Development Plan. Re-
quest submitted by Horne En-
gineering, of Nicholasville KY
40356.

Discuss Cancelation of June
NPC Meeting

A copy of these applications,
plats, zoning regulations and
amendments are available for
public view in the Staff Offices
of the Nicholasville Planning
Commission, 517 North Main
Street, Nicholasville, Kentucky.
(Office hours 8:00 a.m. - 4:00
p.m., Monday through Friday)

John Quinn, Chairperson
Nicholasville Planning Commis-
sion
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MEETING

Raise your hand
if you want your
business to make
LESS money next
year.

We didn’t think you would. Do you
need to successfully market on a
tight budget? Jessamine County

Classifieds has customizable
programs available to fit any budget.

DON'T WAIT!
Call TODAY
859-553-7057




