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At the beginning of this 
century Kentucky and 
other states that relied 

on burning coal for electricity 
enjoyed an economic edge, but 
competition from cheaper en-
ergy sources has dulled that ad-
vantage. 

On Tuesday, some prominent 
Kentuckians looked on as President 
Donald Trump signed executive or-
ders aimed at reviving demand for 
coal. Coal company executive Joe 
Craft, a Republican megadonor, 
and Senate President Robert Stiv-
ers were in the East Room for the 
signing ceremony. And one of the 
orders Trump signed resembles a 
2023 Kentucky law making it harder 
for utilities to retire coal-fired power 
plants, reports the nonprofit news-
room NOTUS.

Trump promised in his first 
term to bring back coal. Whether 
the president’s actions this time 
can reverse energy market trends 
that have spurred the coal indus-
try’s decline  — and at what cost 
to consumers — remains to be 
seen. The questions are important 
in Kentucky not just because it’s a 
coal-producing state but also be-
cause cheap power has been one 
of Kentucky’s top economic advan-
tages.

In the last 25 years, however, 
Kentucky has fallen from producing 
the country’s cheapest power to the 
12th cheapest. It’s a gradual trend 
of rising electricity costs that some 
experts say is likely to continue un-
less the state diversifies its power 
sources beyond coal.

Kentucky had the cheapest 
power. Not anymore.

In 2001, Kentucky generated 
about 95% of its electricity from 
coal. Other coal-reliant states that 
year including Indiana, West Vir-
ginia and Wyoming were also 
among the top 10 states boasting 
the cheapest electricity.

Coal was relatively cheap then, 
and the state’s power plants that 
burned coal were “largely paid for,” 
according to a former spokesperson 
for Kentucky’s utility regulator. 

“It was a window in time when 
coal had some substantial advan-
tages over other types of fuel,” said 

Andrew Melnykovych, who served 
as the public information officer for 
the Kentucky Public Service Com-
mission (PSC) from 2002 to 2020. 

But a continued reliance on 
coal to supply aging power plants 
is driving up the cost of Kentucky’s 
electricity, according to those who 
study the energy industry. That 
trend could impact the state’s ability 
to attract economic development as 
well as increase the burden on Ken-
tuckians trying to pay their utility 
bills. 

According to the federal Energy 
Information Administration (EIA) 
as of 2023, Kentucky’s average cost 
of electricity across industrial, com-
mercial and residential ratepayers 
(9.96 cents per kilowatt-hour) is 
still significantly cheaper than the 
national average (12.63 cents per 
kilowatt-hour) but has fallen to the 
12th cheapest state in the country.

“For decades, Kentucky had an 
economic advantage of building 
coal power plants and burning that 
coal and producing cheap electric-
ity here. That economic advantage 
has been eroded,” said Kent Chan-
dler, the former chair of the PSC and 
a resident senior fellow for energy 
and environmental policy at the 
think tank R Street Institute. 

Chandler said more factors 
than fuel source and power plant 
expenses account for the cost of 
electricity. Still, the trendline of in-
creasing electricity costs could con-
tinue if Kentucky continues to rely 
on aging coal-fired power plants.

Kentucky generated about 68% 
of its electricity through coal in 
2023, the third-highest percentage 
of power sourced from coal of all 
states that year. 

Robin Hartman, a spokesperson 
for the Kentucky Energy and Envi-
ronment Cabinet, in a statement 
last month said Kentucky families 
“enjoy some of the most compet-
itive utility prices” because of the 
state’s “diverse energy landscape.” 
Hartman noted Kentucky has the 
lowest electricity costs east of the 
Mississippi River. 

Yet Frank Jemley, the executive 
director of the Kentucky Manufac-
turers Association, told the Lantern 
the state’s rising electricity costs are 
very concerning because the cost of 
electricity is a key component of job 

growth. 
Energy-intensive industries 

ranging from aluminum smelters 
to data centers boosting artificial 
intelligence services look at the cost 
of electricity when deciding where 
to expand because higher costs eat 
into a company’s bottom line. A 
state report from 2012 found low 
electricity costs had made Kentucky 
the single most energy-intensive 
economy of any state.  

Century Aluminum, which idled 
its aluminum smelter in Hawesville 
in 2022, told the Wall Street Journal 
last year it had no plans to restart its 
smelter because electricity prices in 
Kentucky were too high. Century 
Aluminum is also looking to build 
a new aluminum smelter with fed-
eral support, eyeing Kentucky as a 
potential landing spot. 

“There is a clear perception in the 
marketplace that Kentucky has lost 
its long-standing position as one of 
the best states for low-cost energy,” 
Jemley said.  “We’re convinced 
Kentucky must build a strategy to 
reestablish our top-five ranking as a 
low-cost, reliable energy state.” 

Some coal-reliant states have 
increasingly diversified. Kentucky, 

not as much
How did Kentucky lose an eco-

nomic edge in the electricity mar-
ketplace? One reason is other states 
have adapted to a transitioning 
energy market while Kentucky has 
remained more static, according to 
those who focus on energy and util-
ity policy at the Energy and Policy 
Institute, Energy Innovation Policy 
and Technology and the Center on 
Global Energy Policy at Columbia 
University. 

“Mainly, it’s a story of other tech-
nologies becoming cheaper over 
the last couple decades,” said Noah 
Kaufman, a senior research scholar 
and economist with the policy cen-
ter at Columbia University.

The boom of hydraulic fracking 
in the 2010s to reach supplies of 
natural gas in shale deposits signifi-
cantly boosted the supply of natural 
gas and drove down its price. Nat-
ural gas was cheaper than coal as 
a power source as of last year. Util-
ities, including in Kentucky, have 
moved to gas-fired turbines as a 
replacement for coal-fired power 

plants because of the economics 
and environmental considerations. 
Burning natural gas, which is 
mostly methane, emits roughly half 
the heat-trapping greenhouse gas 
emissions contributing to climate 
change as burning coal. 

According to EIA data, the 
country produced about 51% of its 
electricity from burning coal and 
17% of its electricity from burning 
natural gas in 2001. As of 2023, coal 
produced only about 16% of the 
country’s electricity; natural gas 
produced 43%.

Wind and solar costs have also 
significantly fallen over the past 15 
years, spurring an acceleration of 
renewable energy development 
across the country. Other coal-re-
liant states that have leapfrogged 
Kentucky in the competition to 
hold down power costs have taken 
advantage of the boom of both nat-
ural gas and renewables that are 
now generally cheaper than burn-
ing coal. 

Daniel Tait, a research and com-
munications policy director with 
the pro-clean energy utility watch-
dog organization Energy and Policy 
Institute, says North Dakota and 
Wyoming — the two states with the 
cheapest electricity across all types 
of ratepayers as of 2023 — exemplify 
that trend. 

Tait told the Lantern that North 
Dakota, Wyoming and Kentucky 
are all big producers and consum-
ers of coal, but Wyoming and North 
Dakota have been able to develop a 
significant amount of wind energy.

In 2001, North Dakota generated 
about 95% of its electricity through 
coal, according to the EIA. In 2023, 
the state still generated about 54% 
of its electricity through coal, but 
now more than a third of its power 
comes from wind. Wyoming has 
more than doubled its wind energy 
capacity since 2019; wind delivered 
about 20% of its electricity in 2023.

“They have a lot of coal in North 
Dakota and Wyoming, but they 
have so much more wind that the 
costs are declining because renew-
able energy is a very, very cheap en-
ergy source,” Tait said. 

Tait said that low-cost renewable 
energy can act as a buffer against 
higher coal prices or volatility of 
natural gas prices. 

Renewable energy is among the 
cheapest electricity sources for a 
few reasons. As the industries have 
grown, economies of scale have 
driven down costs, and there aren’t 
fuel costs associated with energy 
sourced from the wind and sun. 
A 2024 report from the financial 
services firm Lazard says on-shore 
wind and solar energy have a lower 
cost, on average, than fossil fuel 
sources. Even without government 
subsidies to lower the upfront costs 
for solar installations or wind tur-
bines, renewables are generally still 
cheaper than fossil fuels, according 
to Lazard. 

Some others among the 10 states 
with the cheapest electricity still 
have nuclear power plants contrib-
uting to the energy mix. Such tra-
ditional nuclear power plants are 
expensive to build but produce rela-
tively cheap electricity once they’re 
operating. Idaho and Washington 
benefit from inexpensive hydro-
power contributing large shares of 
their electricity. 

Kentucky, however, has lagged in 
diversifying its energy mix.

Tait likened Kentucky to Louisi-
ana: Both rely on and are vulnerable 
to price increases from a fuel source 
they produce in large quantities — 
coal and natural gas, respectively. 

Kentucky has reduced its reli-
ance on coal by replacing some 
generation with natural gas — 
about 24% of the state’s electricity 
in 2023 came from gas-fired power 
compared to just under 1% in 2001. 
But some industry and consumer 
rights groups warn natural gas ex-
ports could cause gas prices and 
electricity prices to rise in the fu-
ture, concerns that the gas industry 
disputes. 

“Almost all the other states have 
something that is acting as a hedge 
that’s helping to keep prices down 
if coal or gas are expensive that 
year. And Kentucky doesn’t have as 
much of that as the other states do,” 
Tait said.

What Kentucky has: aging coal-
fired power plants

Kentucky’s reliance on coal 
leaves the state with aging coal-fired 
power plants that carry increasing 
maintenance costs and recurring 
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Public Notices 
PUBLIC NOTICE

MASTER 
COMMISSIONER’S SALE

FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 2025, AT 
10:00 A.M.

JESSAMINE COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE, SECOND 

FLOOR COURTROOM
101 NORTH MAIN STREET, 

NICHOLASVILLE, KY

In order to comply with the or-
ders of the Jessamine Circuit 
Court, the Master Commis-
sioner will sell the property de-
scribed in actions found and
described below in the Jes-
samine County Courthouse, 
Second Floor, 101 North Main 
Street, Nicholasville, Kentucky.
Said property shall be sold to 
raise the amounts set forth
below plus interest and other 
costs as stated in the actions 
referenced. The sale of said 
property will be subject to the 
following terms and conditions: 
At the time of sale the success-
ful bidder shall either pay full 
cash or make a deposit of 10% 

Public Notices 
p

of the purchase price with the 
balance on credit for 30 days. If 
the purchase price is not paid in 
full, the successful bidder shall 
be required to execute a bond 

surety approved by the Master
Commissioner prior to the sale 
to secure the unpaid balance of 
the purchase price. The bond 
shall be for the unpaid balance 
of the purchase price and bear 
interest at the rate the judgment 
bears, from the date of the sale
until paid, and shall have the 
force and effect of a judgment. 
If the purchaser fails to pay the

the property will immediately be 
resold. The purchaser shall be 
required to assume and pay all 
taxes and assessments upon 
the property for the current tax 
year and all subsequent years. 
The sale of the real estate shall
be made subject to such right of 
redemption as may exist in favor 
of the United States of Ameri-
ca or the defendant(s), and all 
zoning and building regulations, 
restrictions, ordinances, ease-
ments, covenants, and rights-
of-way, of record, or otherwise. 
The property shall be sold “As
Is” ”Where Is” and without war-
ranty. Risk of loss shall pass to 
the purchaser upon execution 
of bond of sale or payment of 
the purchase price in full which-

the real property will be given 
-

mation of the report of sale by
the Jessamine Circuit Court, full 
payment of the purchase price 
plus any interest due, and deliv-
ery of a Commissioner’s Deed 
to the purchaser. The property 
addresses contained herein are 
for convenience only. All proper-
ties will be sold pursuant to the 
legal description contained in 
the actions referenced herein. 
Further information regarding 
these sales, past sales, up-
coming sales and FAQS can be 
found at www.JessamineMC.
com.

SALE 1 – 625 John Sutherland
Drive, Nicholasville, 23-CI-58, 
Judgment amt. $178,381.89, 

SALE 2 – 225 Young Drive,
Nicholasville, 23-CI-686, Judg-

Ellen L. Miller, 
Master Commissioner
102 West Maple Street
Nicholasville, KY 

Jessamine Journal: 
Apr. 10 and 17, 2025
APRIL 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE

CASE NUMBER 25-P-114

NOTICE is hereby given that 

Executrix, of the estate of Da-

-

Public Notices 

-

-
ert Gullette Jr., 940 S. Main St.,

-

Doug Fain

Jessamine Journal: 

EST/BUCKLEY, D.

PUBLIC NOTICE

CASE NUMBER 25-P-94

NOTICE is hereby given that 

County, Kentucky on March 27, 

-

-
olasville, KY 40356  not later 

Doug Fain

Apr. 17, 2025
EST/BURNS, E.

PUBLIC NOTICE

CASE NUMBER 25-P-62

NOTICE is hereby given that 

-

EST/KELLEY, A.

PUBLIC NOTICE

CASE NUMBER 25-P-100

NOTICE is hereby given that 

-

Public Notices 

-

EST/MINK, B.

PUBLIC NOTICE

CASE NUMBER 25-P-99

NOTICE is hereby given that 

-

-

-
-

-

EST/MINK, W.

PUBLIC NOTICE

CASE NUMBER 25-P-108

NOTICE is hereby given that 
Lucinda P. Fawcett has quali-

-

-

EST/PRESTON, F.

Public Notices 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE 
OF ENACTMENT 
OF ORDINANCE

Notice is hereby given that the 
Jessamine County Fiscal Court 
on April 1, 2025 enacted an or-
dinance, the full text of which is 
available for public inspection 

County Clerk, Jessamine Coun-
ty Courthouse, Nicholasville, 
Kentucky 40356. The Ordi-
nance by title and summary is 
as follows:
An Ordinance relating to:
Recognize the Revision of Pol-
icy 3.9 Internal Employment 
Application Included in General 
Employment Section 3.0

JESSAMINE COUNTY FISCAL 
COURT

Jessamine Journal:
Apr. 17, 2025
ORD. EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE
 OF ENACTMENT 
OF ORDINANCE

Notice is hereby given that the 
Jessamine County Fiscal Court 
on April 1, 2025 enacted an or-
dinance, the full text of which is 
available for public inspection 

County Clerk, Jessamine Coun-
ty Courthouse, Nicholasville, 
Kentucky 40356. The Ordi-
nance by title and summary is 
as follows:
An Ordinance relating to:
Recognize the Addition of Policy 
6.11-Leave Donation Program 
to Leave Policy Section 6.0

JESSAMINE COUNTY FISCAL 
COURT

Jessamine Journal:
Apr. 17, 2025
ORD. LEAVE 

Do you have available jobs?

Call 859-553-7057 to let others 
know about job opportunities 

at your business.

Put your ad here 
call 859-553-7057.

Need to find the right employee?

WE CAN HELP.
Reach the Jessamine County market 
for less using the Jessamine Journal 

classifieds. Need a quick quote? Submit 
your ad online 

at JessamineJournal.com. 
Call 859-553-70577.

Heavy reliance on coal has eroded a KY economic advantage

See COAL, on 9


