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Kentucky lawmakers would 
endanger vulnerable mi-
nors by approving a bill 

to protect conversion therapy, 
warned a coalition represent-
ing psychologists, social work-
ers and the LGBTQ community 
during a committee hearing 
Thursday.

Rep. David Hale, R-Welling-
ton, House Bill 495’s  primary 
sponsor, dismissed opponents’ 
arguments, including personal 
testimony from speakers who 
told stories of experiencing 
abuse and harm from conver-
sion therapy themselves. 

Democratic Gov. Andy 
Beshear restricted the contro-
versial practice last year through 
an executive order. 

Hale told lawmakers on the 
House State Government Com-
mittee he wanted to protect 
counselors, therapists and pas-
tors providing therapy to minors 
from discriminatory actions by 
the government, empowering 
parents to make choices on what 
kind of therapist a minor sees. 
The bill specifically protects 
mental health services seeking 
to relieve “discomfort or distress 
caused by an individual’s sex or 
romantic or sexual attraction.” 

“The parents, in my opinion, 
have the right and the privilege 
of seeking whatever help they 
feel is best, necessary for that 
child,” Hale told lawmakers. 

Hale didn’t specifically men-
tion conversion therapy in his 
testimony. In a Lantern inter-
view after the committee ap-
proved the bill 15-4 on party 
lines, Hale mentioned Demo-
crat Beshear’s executive order as 
a part of his reasoning for filing 
the bill. He said he worked with 
a couple of organizations to craft 
the bill’s language but declined 
to name those organizations. 

Calling it a “dangerous” prac-
tice,” Beshear last year issued 
an executive order banning the 
use of state or federal funds to 
pay for conversion therapy and 
ordering licensure boards to 
consider disciplinary actions 

against its practitioners. He was 
slammed by Republicans who 
said he was constitutionally 
overreaching and pushing a far-
left agenda. Conversion therapy 
attempts to alter a young per-
son’s gender expression or sex-
ual attractions.

The American Academy of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
(AACAP) is among the medical 
and psychological organizations 
that have condemned conver-
sion therapy. AACAP has stated 
conversion therapies “lack sci-
entific credibility and clinical 
utility” and there’s  “evidence 
that such interventions are 
harmful.”  

The American Psycholog-
ical Association has stated 
people who have undergone 
“sexual orientation change 
efforts” are significantly more 
likely to be depressed and sui-
cidal. The National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline is 988. 

Eric Russ, the executive direc-
tor of the Kentucky Psychologi-
cal Association and a licensed 
clinical psychologist, said HB 
495 “directly threatens the 
trust between a mental health 
provider and our clients” by 
protecting those who practice 
conversion therapy, something 
that is “widely discredited” 
and had no place in the mental 
health care of LGBTQ youth. 

The Rev. Brandon Long, an 
ordained minister from Fort 
Thomas who spoke against the 
bill, recounted his experience as 
a survivor of conversion therapy. 
After he had shared with others 
that he was gay, he said he was 
told in secular and religious set-
tings that his same sex attrac-
tion was caused by childhood 
trauma, poor parenting and “de-
monic influence.” 

“I do believe in forgiveness 
and repentance, but conver-
sion therapy weaponizes these 

sacred pastoral practices,” Long 
said. “Because this is not pas-
toral care. It is spiritual and 
psychological abuse. Religious 
liberty is not absolute. It ends 
where harm begins. That’s why 
we do not allow human sacrifice 
or child marriage in worship.” 

Brenda Rosen, the executive 
director of the Kentucky chap-
ter of the National Association 
of Social Workers, urged law-
makers to work together to help 
minors with the mental health 
challenges they face through an 
approach based on “acceptance 
and support.”

Chris Hartman, the executive 
director of the LGBTQ-rights 
group Fairness Campaign, ques-
tioned why HB 495 was being 
heard in a committee dealing 
with state government when he 
said the bill deals with mental 
health services. 

“Few practices destroy fami-
lies and hurt LGBTQ youth more 

than what’s considered conver-
sion therapy, which is defined in 
a positive light in this bill,” Hart-
man said.

The minority of Democrats 
on the committee strongly con-
demned the legislation and 
echoed the concerns of the op-
ponents. Rep. Joshua Watkins, 
D-Louisville, mentioned his 
Christian faith in explaining his 
opposition, pointing to Bible 
scripture about loving oneself. 

“I am an absolutely, firmly, 
resounding ‘no’ on this bill be-
cause to me, it breaches all of the 
things that my faith teaches me,” 
Watkins said. 

Some Republicans on the 
committee suggested the bill 
offers broad protection for 
counselors going beyond con-
version therapy. Rep. Susan 
Witten, R-Louisville, argued the 
bill would also include protec-
tions for “mental health care 
professionals that would be pro-
LGBTQ therapy, or gender-af-
firming care.” 

“I don’t see anywhere in here 
where it would choose a type 
of therapy,” said Rep. Jennifer 
Decker, R-Waddy. “I don’t think 
it prohibits affirming care. It 
doesn’t authorize conversion 
therapy.” 

Hale had said to lawmakers 
he believed the testimony from 
opponents was “not correct.” 
When asked by the Lantern 
about opponents’ personal tes-
timony, Hale said he had found 
“no evidence” in his research to 
substantiate the types of per-
sonal testimony shared by op-
ponents. 

After the bill passed the com-
mittee on party lines, Hale got 
up from his seat to shake hands 
with some of the bill’s oppo-
nents. Long refused to shake 
hands with Hale, telling him 
“you don’t believe I exist.” 

“He’s looking at us telling our 
stories, to then frame on the 
record that, ‘I do not believe 
these individuals,’” Long said. 
“In other words, they are lying. 
And that is of the utmost disre-
spect for ourselves, for our lives, 
for our experiences coming and 
putting it forth on the record.”

Rep. David Hale listens to questions from lawmakers about HB 495. In an interview with the Lantern, Hale 
mentioned Gov. Andy Beshear’s order restricting conversion therapy as part of his rationale for sponsoring 
the bill. (Kentucky Lantern photo)
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*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 3/31/25. Each dealership is independently owned and 

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF 
**

OR

OR

Kentucky

included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 

restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-888-340-6138

AFFORDABLE TV & 
INTERNET. If you are 

overpaying for your service, 
call now for a free quote and 
see how much you can save! 

1-877-548-7494

Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 

HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited 
Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 

Call Today! 1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV- All your 
entertainment. Nothing on your 

roof! Sign up for Directv and 

Max, Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 

$84.99/mo. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 

1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 

Call Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 

855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 

as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and text, 

starting at just $20/month. 
For more information, call 

1-833-353-2982

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? 

DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC 
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. 

All 50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans 

business. Call 24/7: 
1-844-592-4235

FOOD SERVICES
When you want the best, you 
want Omaha Steaks! 100% 
guaranteed and delivered 

to your door! Our Butcher's 
Deluxe Package makes a great 

gift and comes with 8 FREE 
Burgers ONLY $99.99. Call 

1-877-395-9131 and mention 
code 77318CZL  or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/Deluxe9671

Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 
world class wines (and bonus 
gifts) for ONLY $79.99 (plus 

s/h.) Save $160! 12 new wine 
selections plus a FREE $25 

Omaha Steaks E-reward card 
every three months. Cancel 

anytime. 100% guarantee! Call 
1-844-740-5945 and mention 

code AGJF002 or visit 
www.GetOSWine.com/sip169

HEALTH
Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 

American Heart Association. 

Kentucky

Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! 

Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 

Special offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT
NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need 

outside noise reduction? New, 

may be the answer! Call for 
a consultation & FREE quote 
today. 1-844-592-3968.  You 

will be asked for the zip code of 
the property when connecting.

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 

lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 

Limited Time Offer – up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 10% 

off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 

Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302

WARNING: Your home may 
need new Siding, Windows 

or Roofs. SAVE MONEY 
before the hurricane drives 

prices back up and its to late.  
Huge Discounts & Financing 
available. 800-350-0591 to 

learn more.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 

gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 

today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 

Discounts. Call 1-866-329-2415

Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning 
for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. 
Get LeafGuard today and 
be protected for life. FREE 

estimate. Financing available. 
20% off total purchase 

(Restrictions may apply.) 
Call 1-866-850-6999

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 

Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 

for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 

Step 1-888-302-4539

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! (Additional 

terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
3/30/25.) Call 1-866-837-5986

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 

prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  

Call: 1-888-841-2035

Kentucky

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages 

with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby 

generators - the most powerful 
home standby generators 
available. Industry-leading 

comprehensive warranty - 7 
years ($849 value.) Proudly 

made in the U.S.A. Call Briggs 
& Stratton 1-877-548-2927.

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying 

purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576 
today to schedule a free quote. 
It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
Up to $15,000.00 of 

GUARANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 

questions. Cash to help 

expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 

844-950-2448 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/kypress

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 

insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 

Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-900-7392 

www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 

throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card 
when you make the switch.  

Call 1-833-974-4780

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

desks furnished. Located ½ 
mile from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas, 
utilities and internet included. 

$2,200 per month.  Call Bonnie 
Howard, Kentucky Press 

Association, 502-223-8821.

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less 

than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait! 
Protect your family, your home, 
your assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 1-877-548-7486

SOCIAL SECURITY
YOU MAY QUALIFY for 

are between 52-63 years old 
and under a doctor’s care 
for a health condition that 
prevents you from working 

for a year or more. Call now! 
1-877-548-7946

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 

Kentucky
y
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 

Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 

Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

Public Notices 

Public Notices 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF SELF 
STORAGE SALE

Please take notice Prime 
Storage - Nicholasville 
Etter located at 251 Etter 
Dr. Nicholasville, KY 40356 
intends to hold a public sale to
sell the property stored in the 
following units stored at the 
Facility. The public sale will 
occur at an Online Auction via
www.storagetreasures.com on 
3/13/2025 at 12:00PM. Unit 
#148; Unit #237; Unit #238; 
Unit #517. This sale may be 
withdrawn at any time without 
notice. Certain terms and 
conditions may apply.

Jessamine Journal: 
Mar. 6, 2025
L2L-56869

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF SELF 
STORAGE SALE

Please take notice Prime 
Storage - Nicholasville Industry 
located at 112 Industry Parkway 
Nicholasville, KY 40356 intends 
to hold a public sale to sell the 
property stored in the following 
units stored at the Facility. 
The public sale will occur at 
an Online Auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on 
3/13/2025 at 12:00PM. Unit 
#0337K; Unit #127; Unit #379. 
This sale may be withdrawn at
any time without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions may apply.

Jessamine Journal: 
Mar. 6, 2025
L2L-56870

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Jessamine County-City 
of Wilmore Joint Board of Ad-
justment will meet in regular 
session at 7:00pm, Thursday,
March 20, 2025 in the sec-

-
samine County Courthouse lo-
cated at 101 North Main Street, 
Nicholasville, Kentucky. The
agenda will be as follows:
Old Business
Case #10026 - Application for a
Dimensional Variance to reduce 
the required front yard setback
submitted by John Carroll for 
property zoned A-1 and located 
at 1700 Logana Road, Jessa-

Public Notices 
g

mine County, Kentucky.
Case #10099 – Application for
a Dimensional Variance to re-
duce the required minimum lot 
size from 5-acres to 0.77-acres,
the required road frontage from 
200’ to 64’, the required rear 
yard setback from 25’ to 10’ and
the required right side yard set-
back from 25’ to 5’ submitted by 
Yevgeniya Nesenchuk for prop-
erty zoned A-1 and located at
83 Dillingham Lane, Jessamine 
County, Kentucky.
Case #10104 – Application 
for a Conditional Use Permit 
to operate a Religious Center
with space for prayer gathering, 
athletic and classroom facilities, 
and 216 parking spaces sub-
mitted by Vision Engineering on 
behalf of Bluegrass Educational 
and Social Services for property 
zoned A-1 and located at 6289 
Harrodsburg Road, Jessamine 
County, Kentucky.
New Business
Case #10214 – Application for a 
Dimensional Variance to reduce 
the required 200’ setback from
the right-of-way of Harrodsburg 
Road (US 68) and the required 
minimum front yard setback
from 50’ to 38’ submitted by Dr.
Bilal Ahmad for property zoned 
R-1 and located at 101 Cross-
woods Place, Jessamine Coun-
ty, Kentucky.
Case #10224 – Application for a 
Dimensional Variance to reduce 
the required minimum road 
frontage from 200’ to 159.56’
and approval of the parking lot 
associated with Conditional Use 
Permit #9415 submitted by Jeff
Stutzman for property zoned
A-1 and located at 1639 Logana 
Road, Jessamine County, Ken-
tucky.

Jessamine Journal:Mar. 6, 2025
MEETING 3.20.25

PUBLIC NOTICE

1. ANNOUNCEMENT
A. The City of Nicholasville will 

-
-

tion Managers (CMs) for both 
Pre construction Phase ser-

services.
Nich-
 The

-
-

-

Public Notices 

(RFQ) by submitting a one-page 

Bob Amato
Finance Department
517 North Main Street

Bob.Amato@nicholasville.org

of the Owner will receive CM 

Qual-

-
-

Nicholasville.
-

Management services.
-

-

-

H. Questions concerning Re-

Bob Amato
Finance Department
517 North Main Street

Bob.Amato@nicholasville.org
-

-

Raise your hand if you 
want your business 

to make LESS money 
next year.

We didn’t think you would. Do you 
need to successfully market on a 
tight budget? Jessamine County 

Classifieds has customizable 
programs available to fit any budget. 

DON’T WAIT! 
Call TODAY 

859-553-7057

Sell your home in the classifi eds 
call 859-553-7057.


