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KY Senate approves bill removing state protections for small waterways

BY LIAM NIEMEYER
Kentucky Lantern

epublicans in the
Kentucky Senate
advanced a bill Fri-

day that would limit state
regulation of water pollu-
tion to a weakened federal
standard as GOP lawmak-
ers said industries from
housing development to
coal mining need bureau-
cratic relief.

The minority of Dem-
ocrats in the GOP-con-
trolled chamber who
opposed Senate Bill 89
echoed strong concerns
from environmental
groups that the legislation
could open the door to
more pollution of ground-
water, wetlands and small
headwater streams across
the state.

SB 89 passed the Senate
30-5, with all Republicans
and one Democrat, Sen.
Robin Webb, D-Grayson,
voting in favor. Webb said
sportsmen’s groups had
expressed concerns about
the bill but that she sup-
ported the legislation’s
premise of removing bar-
riers to industry.

Sen. Scott Madon,
R-Pineville, the bill’s pri-
mary sponsor, reiterated
his criticism of “govern-
ment overreach” by the
state’s environmental pro-
tection cabinet in its deci-
sions about coal-industry
permits.

“God put coal under
our feet so that we can use
it. It’s one of the greatest
natural resources, and it’s
our job to push back on
unelected bureaucrats,”
Madon said on the Senate
floor.

SB 89 changes the defi-
nition of regulated “waters
of the commonwealth” to
a significantly narrowed
federal standard. A U.S.
Supreme Court ruling in
2023 drastically cut the
federal government’s abil-

Sen. Scott Madon, R-Pineville, presents his bill that would significantly limit what state waters are regulated. (Kentucky
Lantern photo)

ity to regulate bodies of
water and wetlands; it led
to the Biden administra-
tion weakening federal
rules on water pollution.
The bill changes the
definition of regulated
state waters by removing
“all rivers, streams, creeks,
lakes, ponds, impounding
reservoirs, springs, wells,
marshes, and all other
bodies of surface or un-
derground water, natural
or artificial” The defini-
tion would be changed to
directly refer to the federal
definition of “navigable
waters.” The bill also des-

ignates bonding require-
ments for coal companies
seeking permits for long-
term treatment of water
leaving mine sites.

Sen. Keturah Herron,
D-Louisville, who voted
against the legislation,
said she understood coal’s
role in the state but was
worried about broad, un-
intended consequences
the bill would have on
water quality, specifically
groundwater across the
state.

“I hope that we can
work together to find solu-
tions that are a little bit

more narrow that will as-
sist and help the energy,
the coal industry but will
also make sure that all wa-
ters in Kentucky are pro-
tected,” Herron said.

Sen. Steve West, R-Paris,
said the “fight” over the
federal Clean Water Act’s
reach has been going on
for “years and decades.”
Litigation has stretched
over decades as various
federal administrations
have defined “waters of
the United States” in more
expansive or restrictive
terms.

West characterized the

bill as moving the state
from more expansive pro-
tections for water to the
current federal standard,
regulation that, he said,
impacts not just coal min-
ing but also agriculture
and construction.

“The way it stands now,”
West said, “government
can roll into your farm,
roll into your construction
site at any time and write
you up because something
went” into a ditch.

West said he shared
concerns about potential
impacts to groundwater
but that those concerns

could be addressed in an
amendment to the bill or
another bill yet to be filed.

Senate President Rob-
ert Stivers, R-Manchester,
on the Senate floor said
he brought the issue to
Madon when the fresh-
man senator was elected
last fall. But Stivers said
that the issues originally
came to his attention from
LaJuana Wilcher, a former
secretary of the state’s en-
vironmental protection
cabinet under former
Republican Gov. Ernie
Fletcher who also served
as the assistant adminis-
trator for water in the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency under President
Geroge H.W. Bush.

“She came to me not
because of coal but be-
cause of business interest
and farmers’ interest in
south, southern central
Kentucky,” Stivers said,
criticizing the notion that
the bill was supported pri-
marily by coal interests.
“This is a good piece of
legislation, and it needs to
be passed.”

Wilcher, a partner at
the law firm English Lucas
Priest & Owsley, LLP and
a supervisor for the War-
ren County Soil and Water
Conservation District, did
not immediately respond
to an email asking about
her involvement with the
legislation.

According to a fact
sheet from the Kentucky
Geological Survey, more
than 1.5 million Kentucki-
ans are served by over 100
public water systems that
rely on groundwater, and
about 416,000 Kentuckians
use water wells or springs.
The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency pre-
viously estimated that of
Kentucky’s 79,752 miles of
streams and rivers, about
65% of them are ephem-
eral or intermittent.

Kentucky

Kentucky

Kentucky

Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards.

Call Today! 1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV- All your
entertainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv and
get your first three months of
Max, Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice package
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions
apply. Call DIRECTV
1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The latest
iPhone Every Year On Us!
855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk and
text, starting at just $20/month.
For more information, call
1-833-353-2982

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages
with Briggs & Stratton®
PowerProtect(TM) standby
generators - the most powerful
home standby generators
available. Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty - 7
years ($849 value.) Proudly
made in the U.S.A. Call Briggs
& Stratton 1-877-548-2927.

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now

to receive a FREE 5-Year

warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576
today to schedule a free
quote. It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

HEALTH
Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
American Heart Association.
Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for
just $149. Call 1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT
NEED NEW WINDOWS?
Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? Need

outside noise reduction? New,
energy efficient windows
may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & FREE quote
today. 1-844-592-3968. You
will be asked for the zip code of
the property when connecting.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material — steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer — up to 50%

off installation + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.)

Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-888-306-0302

WARNING: Your home may
need new Siding, Windows
or Roofs. SAVE MONEY
before the hurricane drives
prices back up and it’s to late.
Huge Discounts & Financing
available. 800-350-0591 to
learn more.

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-866-329-2415

Call LeafGuard and say
goodbye to gutter cleaning
for good. No cleaning. No
leaking. No water damage.
No more ladder accidents.
Get LeafGuard today and
be protected for life. FREE

estimate. Financing available.

20% off total purchase

(Restrictions may apply.) Call
1-866-850-6999

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.

Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!

Financing available. Call Safe

Step 1-888-302-4539

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional

terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
3/30/25.) Call 1-866-837-5986

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-888-841-2035

INSURANCE SERVICES
Up to $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life Insurance!
No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help
pay funeral and other final
expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company-
844-950-2448 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/kypress

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber

Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no
throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card
when you make the switch.
Call 1-833-974-4780

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Frankfort Office Space for rent:
Second floor with four large
office areas, restroom. Office
desks furnished. Located %2
mile from 1-64 Lawrenceburg
exit 53A. Electric, water, gas,
utilities and internet included.
$2,200 per month. Call Bonnie
Howard, Kentucky Press
Association, 502-223-8821.

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-877-548-7486

SOCIAL SECURITY
YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you are
between 52-63 years old and
under a doctor’s care for a
health condition that prevents
you from working for a year
or more. Call now!
1-877-548-7946

STEAKS/WINE
When you want the best, you
want Omaha Steaks! 100%
guaranteed and delivered
to your door! Our Butcher's
Deluxe Package makes a great
gift and comes with 8 FREE
Burgers ONLY $99.99. Call
1-877-395-9131 and mention
code 77318CZL or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/Deluxe9671

Omaha Steaks Wines. 12
world class wines (and bonus
gifts) for ONLY $79.99 (plus
s/h.) Save $160! 12 new wine
selections plus a FREE $25
Omaha Steaks E-reward card
every three months. Cancel
anytime. 100% guarantee! Call
1-844-740-5945 and mention
code AGJF002 or visit
www.GetOSWine.com/sip169

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book

manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author’s

Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit

dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

Need to find
the right employee?

WE CAN HELP.

Reach the Jessamine County market
for less using the Jessamine Journal
classifieds. Need a quick quote?
Submit your ad online
at JessamineJournal.com.

Call 859-553-70577.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

REQUEST
FOR PROPOSALS
JESSAMINE
CO BOARD OF EDUCATION
AUDIT SERVICES

Ths Jessamine County Board
of Education is now accepting
proposals for audit services for
the financial accounts of the
Jessamine Co. Board of Edu-
cation for the period of July 1,
2024, through June 30, 2025,
by and through the Jessamine
County Board of Education.
Contact Tammy Taylor, Inter-
nal Auditor, at the Jessamine
County Board of Education Of-
fice, 871 Wilmore Rd, Nicholas-
ville, KY 40356, (859-885-4179)
, for a copy of the Request for
Proposal. Proposal deadline
is Thursday, March 13, 2025
@ 10:00 am. Proposals will be
opened at that time for review.
Proposals will then be reviewed
at the scheduled March school
board meeting. The Jessamine
County Board of Education re-
serves the right to reject any or
all proposals.

Jessamine Journal:
Feb. 6, 13 and 20, 2025
AUDIT SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

Abandoned Vehicles
Storage Facility
Denali Towing
LLC, 859-241-3031,

604 Bizzell Dr. Lexington KY
40510 859-241-3031

2011 Nissan rouge
JNBAS5MV8BW271121
Lienholder: American Credit
Acce Owner: Watkins, Shawn

2017 Ford Mustang
1FA6P8AM7H5322273
Owners: Kamari Goins and
Jada Hayes LH Santander

2010 Lincoln MKT
2LMHJ5ATO0ABJ25960
Mosley, Connie M

LH Heritage Acceptance

Jessamine Journal:
Feb. 13, 20 and 27, 2025
AV/11 NISSAN

PUBLIC NOTICE

MASTER

COMMISSIONER’S SALE

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21,

2025, AT 10:00 A.M.

JESSAMINE COUNTY
COURTHOUSE, SECOND

FLOOR COURTROOM
101 NORTH MAIN STREET,

NICHOLASVILLE, KY

In order to comply with the or-
ders of the Jessamine Circuit
Court, the Master Commis-
sioner will sell the property de-
scribed in actions found and
described below in the Jes-
samine County Courthouse,
Second Floor, 101 North Main
Street, Nicholasville, Kentucky.
Said property shall be sold to
raise the amounts set forth

below plus interest and other
costs as stated in the actions
referenced. The sale of said
property will be subject to the
following terms and conditions:
At the time of sale the success-
ful bidder shall either pay full
cash or make a deposit of 10%
of the purchase price with the
balance on credit for 30 days. If
the purchase price is not paid in
full, the successful bidder shall
be required to execute a bond
at the time of sale with sufficient
surety approved by the Master
Commissioner prior to the sale
to secure the unpaid balance of
the purchase price. The bond
shall be for the unpaid balance
of the purchase price and bear
interest at the rate the judgment
bears, from the date of the sale
until paid, and shall have the
force and effect of a judgment.
If the purchaser fails to pay the
deposit or post a sufficient bond,
the property will immediately be
resold. The purchaser shall be
required to assume and pay all
taxes and assessments upon
the property for the current tax
year and all subsequent years.
The sale of the real estate shall
be made subject to such right of
redemption as may exist in favor
of the United States of Ameri-
ca or the defendant(s), and all
zoning and building regulations,
restrictions, ordinances, ease-
ments, covenants, and rights-
of-way, of record, or otherwise.
The property shall be sold “As
Is” “Where Is” and without war-
ranty. Risk of loss shall pass to
the purchaser upon execution
of bond of sale or payment of
the purchase price in full which-
ever occurs first. Possession of
the real property will be given
to the purchaser upon confir-
mation of the report of sale by
the Jessamine Circuit Court, full
payment of the purchase price
plus any interest due, and deliv-
ery of a Commissioner’'s Deed
to the purchaser. The property
addresses contained herein are
for convenience only. All proper-
ties will be sold pursuant to the
legal description contained in
the actions referenced herein.
Further information regarding
these sales, past sales, up-
coming sales and FAQS can be
found at www.JessamineMC.
com.

SALE 1-97 Lucas Lane, Nich-
olasville, 24-CI-413, Judgment
amt. $94,807.39, Parcel # 057-
20-02-030.00

SALE 2 - 113 Amburgey Cir-
cle, Nicholasville, 24-CI-685,
Judgment amt. $164,975.82,
Parcel # 058401601800

SALE 3 - 132 Ridge View Dr.,
Nicholasville, 24-CI-053, Judg-
ment amt. $170,125.60, Parcel
# 057-40-03-050.00

Ellen L. Miller, Master Com-
missioner

102 West Maple Street
Nicholasville, KY 40356
859-885-1550

Jessamine Journal:
Feb. 13 and 20, 2025
FEB 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Jessamine County-City of
Wilmore Joint Planning Com-
mission will meet in regular ses-
sion Tuesday, March 11, 2025
at 7:00pm in the second-floor
courtroom of the Jessamine
County Courthouse located at
101 North Main Street, Nichol-
asville, Kentucky. The agenda
will be as follows:

Old Business

Case #9996 — Application for
approval of a Zone Map Amend-
ment submitted by the United
Methodist Retirement Com-
munity for 18.632-acres zoned
A-1 to P-1 located on Lexington
Road (KY 29) approximately
0.87 miles southwest of the in-
tersection of KY 29 and US 68
(Harrodsburg Road), Wilmore,
Kentucky. PVA Parcel

ID: 023-00-00-043.02.

New Business

Case #10140 — Application for
approval of a Major Subdivi-
sion Preliminary Plat to divide
20.443-acres into 18 lots sub-
mitted by Pottinger Land Com-
pany for property zoned R-1V
and located on East Brannon
Road approximately 0.25 miles
west of the intersection of Tates
Creek Road and East Brannon
Road, Jessamine County, Ken-
tucky. PVA Parcel 1D:087-00-
008.02

Case #10141 — Application for
approval of a Major Subdivi-
sion Preliminary Plat to divide
16.182-acres into 17 lots sub-
mitted by Turner Management
LLC for property zoned R-1V
and located at 5447 Tates
Creek Road, Jessamine Coun-
ty, Kentucky.

Case #10144 — Proposed Text
Amendment of the Jessamine
County Zoning Ordinance con-
cerning Medicinal Cannabis
Case #10198 — Application for
an amendment to a Develop-
ment Plan for submitted by the
United Methodist Retirement
Community for  9.02-acres
zoned P-1 located on Lexington
Road (KY 29) approximately
0.10 miles from the intersection
of KY 29 and Veteran’s Drive,
being a portion of the property
denoted by PVA Parcel ID: 023-
00-00-048.01.

Case #10102 — Application for
approval of a Zone Map Amend-
ment and Final Development
Plan submitted by VBV Trans-
port, LLC for 5.0-acres zoned
A-1 to I-1 located on the south-
east side of the intersection of
US 27 and Scott Road, Jessa-
mine County, Kentucky. PVA
Parcel ID: 048-00-00-060.00.

Jessamine Journal:
Feb. 20, 2025
MEETING 03.11.25

Need to find the right employee?

Reach the Jessamine County market
for less using the Jessamine Journal
classifieds. Need a quick quote?
Submit your ad online
at JessamineJournal.com.

Call 859-553-70577.




