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 Munfordville Tourism Commission members (some not pictured) with Mayor Ricky Line after his 16-year service 
award presentation.

BY HAILEY ENGLAND
JOBE CONTRIBUTOR

The Munfordville City Council met in regular 
session on Monday, June 10.  Council Members  
Jessica Nunn, Tara Wilson, Martha Taylor, 
Cassie Eldridge and Marcia Lenz were in 
attendance, as well as City Attorney Matthew 
Roberts, City Clerk Neva Brent, and Mayor Ricky 
Line.

New Business on Old Main
The city council voted to approve a zoning 
change on Old Main to allow construction of a 
new archery store. The property, located just off 
Skyline Drive, will shift from industrial zoning 
to Business 2 (commercial), a change already 
recommended by the Planning Commission.

City officials noted that the area had been 
incorrectly zoned as industrial for years, 
preventing previous business attempts. Council 
members agreed the new shop would help revive 
the long-unused property.

Some concerns were raised about the narrow 
roadway on Old Main, though members said 
similar streets in town manage business traffic 
without issue. The city plans to look into possible 
improvements to the road in the future.

Ricky Line Honored 
Munfordville Tourism Director Aaron Jaggers 
awarded Mayor Ricky Line for his 16 years of 
service, having first joined the tourism board in 
February 2008. Jaggers noted that Ricky “did a 
phenomenal job” and even served on the team 
that hired him years ago.

Line, who stepped down after accepting a new 

position as Mayor, said the hardest part of the 
transition was leaving the tourism board. 

“The only reason I hesitated was because I knew 
I’d have to give up tourism,” he said. “But it was 
the right move for me, and the board was ready 
to move forward without me.”

A plaque was presented in Line’s honor.

New Business coming to Munfordville

“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa 
Claus.”
There is no newspaper editorial 
perhaps as well known as The New 
York Sun’s response to Virginia 
O’Hanlon’s letter to the editor, 
published on September 21, 1897. 
That response was written by 
Francis Pharcellus “Frank” Church, 
the alternate editor-in-chief to the 
newspaper at that time. Frank’s 
response to Virginia’s letter has 
transcended generations, earning 
it a place as the most reprinted 
editorial in history.
With that in mind, I have chosen 
to reprint that editorial here in the 
Hart County News-Herald. I was 
recently made aware of a longtime 
reader who, years ago, clipped 
this editorial from our pages and 
kept it inside her Bible, reading it 
each Christmas. Due to unforeseen 
circumstances, she lost the only 
copy of the “Yes, Virginia” clipping 
she had treasured for so many 
years.
Therefore, it is my pleasure to once 
again share this beloved editorial 
- one that, even more than 125 
years later, continues to remind 
us of the importance of holding on 
to the childlike wonder, hope, and 
faith that define the true spirit of 

Christmas.
This one’s for you, 
Martha Smith.
- Mary Beth Sallee, 

Managing Editor

“Is there a 
Santa Claus?”
Dear Editor: I am 
8-years-old. Some 
of my little friends 
say there is no 
Santa Claus.
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun, 
it’s so.”
Please tell me the truth. Is there a 
Santa Claus?

VIRGINIA O’HANLON
115 West Ninety-fifth Street

Virginia, your little friends are 
wrong. They have been affected by 
the skepticism of a skeptical age. 
They do not believe except (what) 
they see. They think that nothing 
can be which is not comprehensible 
by their little minds. All minds, 
Virginia, whether they be men’s or 
children’s, are little. In this great 
universe of ours man is a mere 
insect, an ant, in his intellect, as 
compared with the boundless world 
about him, as measured by the 

intelligence capable of grasping the 
whole of truth and knowledge.
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. 
He exists certainly as love and 
generosity and devotion exist, and 
you know that they abound and 
give to your life its highest beauty 
and joy. Alas! How dreary would 
be the world if there were no Santa 
Claus! It would be as dreary as 
if there were no Virginias. There 
would be no childlike faith then, 
no poetry, no romance to make 
tolerable this existence. We should 
have no enjoyment, except in sense 
and sight. The eternal light which 
childhood fills the world would be 
extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You 
might as well not believe in fairies! 
You might get your papa to hire 

men to watch in all the chimneys on 
Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, 
but even if they did not see Santa 
Claus coming down, what would that 
prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, 
but that is no sign that there is no 
Santa Claus. The most real things 
in the world are those that neither 
children nor men can see. Did you 
ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof 
that they are not there. Nobody can 
conceive or imagine all the wonders 
there are unseen and unseeable in 
the world.
You tear apart the baby’s rattle and 
see what makes the noise inside, but 
there is a veil covering the unseen 
world which not the strongest man, 
nor even the united strength of all 
the strongest men that ever lived, 
could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, 
poetry, love, romance can push aside 
that curtain and view and picture the 
supernal beauty and glory beyond. 
Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this 
world there is nothing else real and 
abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! 
He lives, and he lives forever. A 
thousand years from now, nay, ten 
times ten thousand years from now, 
he will continue to make glad the 
heart of childhood.

“Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus.”


