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early all of Ken-
tucky’s 171 public
school districts have

signed an agreement to ad-
here to the Trump admin-
istration’s new restrictions
on diversity, equity and in-
clusion programs in public
schools.

Only two school districts
— Fayette and Jefferson
counties — did not sign a
form from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education to certify
their compliance with the
Trump administration’s in-
terpretations of civil rights
law, according to docu-
ments from the Kentucky
Department of Education.

Sent last month, the fed-
eral agency’s certification
form says that “any violation
of Title VI — including the
use of Diversity, Equity, &
Inclusion (‘DEI’) programs
to advantage one’s race over
another — is impermissi-
ble” and using “certain DEI
practices can violate federal
law.” Title VI of the 1963
Civil Rights Act prohibits
discrimination on the basis
of race, color and national

origin in programs and ac-
tivities receiving federal fi-
nancial assistance.

The school superinten-
dents of Fayette and Jef-
ferson counties instead
provided alternative docu-
ments saying they comply
with federal and state laws.
Jefferson County has the
state’s largest student enroll-
ment, followed by Fayette
County.

KDE provided the docu-
ments to the Kentucky Lan-
tern in response to an open
records request.

In a joint statement to
news outlets last week about
the district’s decision, Fay-
ette County Public Schools
Superintendent Demetrus
Liggins and school board
Chair Tyler Murphy said
they “want to reaffirm
that Fayette County Public
Schools remains steadfastin
our commitment to ensur-
ing every student receives
the support they need to
thrive” The statement said
the decision was based on
data about students’ needs
within the district.

“As we affirm each year,
we continue to fully com-

ply with the requirements
of Title VI and all civil rights
laws, not simply as a legal
obligation, but as a reflec-
tion of who we are and what
we stand for,” Liggins and
Murphy said. “We will also
continue to support and de-
fend the programs that help
our students — all of our
students — reach their full
potential. That is a commit-
ment that has not and will
not change”

Jefferson County Public
Schools Superintendent
Marty Pollio wrote in an
April 22 letter to USED that
“the schools within our dis-
trict are in compliance with”
federal law, including Title
VL. A spokesperson told the
Lantern that as of Thurs-
day, JCPS had not received
any further communication
from USED regarding the
form.

Kentucky Education
Commissioner Robbie
Fletcher has previously
said KDE signed the form
a couple of weeks ago, but
added the form “is not with-
out issues,” in a message to
superintendents across the
state. KDE did not suspend

or pause any of its existing
programs since it received
the form from USED.

Fletcher also advised that
“school districts should con-
sult with board counsel on
whether the district will sign
the certification form”

One superintendent,
Teresa Morgan of Hardin
County Schools, pushed
back on USED’s request to
sign the form.

“It is with great disgust
and sadness that I am sign-
ing this document,” Mor-
gan wrote in an addendum
to the form. “The fact that
federal funds would be
withheld from our neediest
students — simply because
of a refusal to sign a docu-
ment that serves to further
divide our country — is
deeply troubling”

Morgan declined to ex-
pand on her comment in an
email Thursday morning.
The federal form outlined
possible consequences
for a state or local educa-
tion agency that protects a
DEI program that violates
the new federal guidance,
including losing federal
funding or facing a federal

lawsuit.

One school district that
did sign the form, Bowl-
ing Green Independent
Schools, did so “at the re-
quest of the Kentucky De-
partment of Education
commissioner,” said district
spokesperson Leslie McCoy
in an email to the Lantern.
She added the district be-
lieves it is “in compliance
with all state and federal
nondiscrimination laws”
and has not received further
contact from USED about
Title VI compliance.

USED'’s targeting of DEI
practices comes as Repub-
licans at the national and
state levels seek to roll back
such measures, particularly
in education. The GOP-con-
trolled Kentucky General
Assembly passed a law
earlier this year to ban DEI
programs at Kentucky pub-
lic universities and colleges.
President Donald Trump
signed an executive order
aimed at eliminating DEI
programs within the federal
government shortly after he
assumed office in January.

The 2023 U.S. Supreme
Court decision to strike

public schools sign compliance form on civil rights

down affirmative action in
higher education admis-
sions has further fueled
backlash against DEI pro-
grams. That ruling is cited in
the USED form K-12 school
officials were asked to sign.
In general, DEl initiatives
focus on supporting margin-
alized people in areas where
they have been historically
excluded. But they've come
under fire, and not just from
the right, as discriminatory
themselves. DEI programs,
the U.S. Department of
Education acting assistant
secretary for civil rights
wrote in a February letter,
“frequently preference cer-
tain racial groups and teach
students that certain racial
groups bear unique moral
burdens that others do not”
Kentucky’s legislature has
not outlawed DEI in pub-
lic K-12 schools, although
legislation was filed this
year to do so. Sen. Lindsey
Tichenor, R-Smithfield,

filed bills that would have
prohibited DEI initiatives in
the state’s public schools as
well as state and local gov-
ernments. Neither bill got a
committee hearing.
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HEALTH
Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
888-982-0374

Stroke and Cardiovascular
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
American Heart Association.
Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for
just $149. Call 1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio
into an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today!
1-866-348-8793

NEED NEW WINDOWS?
Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? Need
outside noise reduction? New,
energy efficient windows
may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & FREE quote
today. 1-833-890-2083. You will
be asked for the zip code of the
property when connecting.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material — steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer — up to 50%
off installation + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-888-306-0302

WARNING: Your home may
need new Siding, Windows
or Roofs. SAVE MONEY
before the hurricane drives
prices back up and it’s to late.
Huge Discounts & Financing
available. 800-350-0591 to
learn more.

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-866-329-2415

Call LeafGuard and say
goodbye to gutter cleaning
for good. No cleaning. No
leaking. No water damage.
No more ladder accidents.
Get LeafGuard today and
be protected for life. FREE

estimate. Financing available.

20% off total purchase

(Restrictions may apply.)
Call 1-866-850-6999

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576
today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a
power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
Up to $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life Insurance!
No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help
pay funeral and other final
expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company-
844-950-2448 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/kypress

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber
Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no

throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card
when you make the switch.

Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Madolins/Banjos.
1-833-641-7011

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

SOCIAL SECURITY
YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care
for a health condition that
prevents you from working
for a year or more. Call
now! 1-833-641-6772

WATCHES
PAYING TOP CASH FOR
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Phillppe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
Call 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!

Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

Need to find
the right employee?

WE CAN
HELP.

Reach the Harlan market for
less using the Harlan Enterprise
classifieds. Need a quick quote?

Submit your ad online
at HarlanEnterprise.com.
Call 606-621-0005.

Selling your home?
Advertise here and sell it faster.
Call Classifieds at 606-621-0005.

B —

Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that |, Ef-
fie Forrester 2664 Pine Orchard
Rd Butler, TN 37640. Has filed
an application with the energy
and Environment Cabinet, to
setup a modular doublewide
home at 675 N Highway 413
Baxter, KY 40806. Property is
approximately 2.1 miles from
Harlan KY. Property is near the
Poor Fork Cumberland River.
Any comments or objections
can be submitted via email
to: DOWFloodplain@ky.gov
Kentucky Division of Water,
Floodplain Management Sec-
tion, 300 Sower Blvd. Frankfort,
KY 40601, call 502-564-3410
with any questions.

Harlan Daily Enterprise:
Apr. 30 and May 7, 2025
APPLICATION

Raise your hand if you
want your business
to make LESS money
next year.

We didn’t think you would. Do you
need to successfully market on a
tight budget? Harlan Enterprise

classifieds has customizable
programs available to fit any budget.

DON'T WAIT!
Call TODAY
606-621-0005




