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Beshear advocates phone calls in support of Medicaid

BY MELISSA PATRICK
Kentucky Health News

en it comes to
persuading Con-
gress to stop fund-

ing cuts to Medicaid, Gowv.
Andy Beshear said one of
the most important things
Americans can do is to flood
their phones with stories
of how they are impacted
by the Medicaid program,
speaking as a collective
voice.

“Remember, cuts to
Medicaid will have to go
through Congress,” he said.
“The more Americans that
are speaking up telling their
story, where their friends
who don'’t see them as po-
litical are hearing the impact
that it has on them, thou-
sands of voices coming to-
gether — that will create the
pressure that will finally have
Congress do their job and
serve the American people”

Beshear made these com-
ments during an April 18
Zoom interview with long-
time journalist and author
Larry Tye, who is the direc-
tor of Harvard’s Center for
Health Communication’s
Health Coverage Fellowship.

Beshear, who is also the
vice-chair of the Democratic
Governor’s Association, said
when it comes to the current
federal administration’s
economic impact on health
care, he is most concerned
about potential Medicaid
cuts, National Institutes of
Health funding cuts and
pandemic funding cuts.

The Medicaid cuts would
come from the U.S. House
Energy and Commerce
Committee, which has been
instructed to find $880 bil-
lion in savings from its areas
of jurisdiction, which in-
cludes Medicaid. This com-
mittee is led by U.S. Rep.
Brett Guthrie of Bowling
Green. The committee is tar-
geting May 7 for a markup of
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Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear has called for Kentuckians to call Congressional offices re-
garding proposed cuts to Medicaid. (Gov. Andy Beshear Facebook photo)

its portion of the Republi-
can reconciliation package.
(NPR offers a detailed ex-
plainer of how reconciliation
works in a Feb. 25 story.)

“Potential cuts to Medic-
aid would be devastating to
the United States of America
and would wipe out rural
health care,” Beshear said.
“It's important to remem-
ber that Medicaid covers the
people we love the most, our
kids and our parents. Fifty
percent of Kentucky'’s kids,
that’s half, are on Medicaid;
70% of our long-term care
costs in Kentucky are cov-
ered by Medicaid”

Further, he said major
cuts to Medicaid and ex-
panded Medicaid, which
allows Kentuckians who
make up to 138% of the fed-
eral poverty line to qualify
for Medicaid, which is free
of charge, would “gut rural
health care”

“Significant cuts to Med-
icaid would close virtually
every rural hospital system
and clinic,” he said.

He also noted that rural
hospital systems are the
No. 2 employer in many
counties, behind the public

school system.

“And what that means for
a rural American is that re-
gardless of whether you're
covered by Medicaid or pri-
vate insurance, you're driv-
ing two hours to a big city
to see the same doctor who
had to leave your commu-
nity and was paying taxes
and ultimately helping the
economy in your commu-
nity to go where they can
now have a job in that larger
city. It’s bad for everyone,” he
said.

In response to a question
about the impacts of Medic-
aid cuts on seniors, Beshear
called this a “huge chal-
lenge,” especially consider-
ing the number of seniors
that are in the United States
right now.

“Most people don’t real-
ize the amount of Medicaid
coverage that allows them to
age at home,” he said, point-
ing to Kentucky’s Program
of All-Inclusive Care for the
Elderly, or PACE program,
which provides comprehen-
sive services to Kentuckians
who are 55 and older who
need nursing facility level
of care, but prefer to live at
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home. He said cuts to these
types of programs would
mean seniors who partici-
pate in the program would
need to find care elsewhere.

“There isn’t a place for
this number of seniors to go.
There isn’t another option. .

. it would cause a problem
without a solution,” he said.

And this, he added, would
force families to take over
their care, which would then
impact economic productiv-
ity, he said.

Beshear also criticized the
proposed NIH funding cuts,
which he said could cost the
University of Kentucky $40
million, impacting cancer,
heart disease and Alzhei-
mer’s research.

Beshear said the idea that
decisions about which NIH
grants are allowed being
made by “tech folks that we
wouldn’t allow treat a child
for cancer” is concerning.
“It's not being done well,
and it’s going to have reper-
cussions in the future”

He also emphasized the
importance of maintain-
ing pandemic funding to
support the public health
infrastructure, addiction

treatment and the 988 men-
tal health crisis hotline.

Beshear said the underly-
ing legal cause that the fed-
eral government is using to
make these pandemic cuts
“is not a legally recognized
cause.” He said he is part of
a group of attorneys general
that have worked to restrain
these attempts. “Those dol-
lars should continue to flow,”
he said.

“So this is the federal gov-
ernment saying we're going
to ignore the law, we're
going to ignore the appropri-
ation, we're going to ignore
the written contract. And too
bad that you relied on the
federal government to keep
its word,” he said. “Sorry.
We're not going to allow that
to happen. And my hope
is, as these court cases con-
tinue to go through, the fed-
eral administration learns
that lesson, keeps the prom-
ises, and we continue to see
very important public health
dollars flow.”

Asked what it would
mean for states if large
Medicaid cuts are imple-
mented, Beshear said, “No
state could make up for a
large federal cut. . . atleast
not for more than maybe
a year, and it would eat up
any and all savings, bond

ratings would drop.”

“Rural hospital sys-
tems would close. Clinics
will close. There will not
be much, if any, medical
availability facilities in rural
America, and that’s not just
in in Kentucky,” he said.
“This is one of those things
that if the federal govern-
ment does it, it's going to
have devastating impacts —
and people see it and feel it”

He also warned that the
federal government might
try to claim they are not
cutting Medicaid by giv-
ing block grants, but if this
amount is less than the re-
imbursements the state is
getting right now, “That’s a
cut,” he said.

Further, he said giving
states less Medicaid money
and telling them to root out
the fraud or placing a cap on
how much each individual
gets also constitutes a cut.

“Again, if the dollars are
different, that’s a cut,” he
said. “And no matter how
they doit, if they make major
cuts, rural healthcare gets
hit first, but it’s going to be
quality of care, numbers of
specialists, the attention to
those that need it the most.
It's gonna hit the entire
healthcare system with a
sledgehammer”
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disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
American Heart Association.
Screenings can provide peace
of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for
just $149. Call 1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SunSetter. America’s Number
One Awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or patio
into an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today!
1-866-348-8793

NEED NEW WINDOWS?
Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? Need
outside noise reduction? New,
energy efficient windows
may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & FREE quote
today. 1-833-890-2083. You
will be asked for the zip code of
the property when connecting.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material — steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer — up to 50%
off installation + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-888-306-0302

WARNING: Your home may
need new Siding, Windows
or Roofs. SAVE MONEY
before the hurricane drives
prices back up and its to late.
Huge Discounts & Financing
available. 800-350-0591 to
learn more.

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-866-329-2415

Call LeafGuard and say
goodbye to gutter cleaning
for good. No cleaning. No
leaking. No water damage.
No more ladder accidents.
Get LeafGuard today and
be protected for life. FREE

estimate. Financing available.

20% off total purchase

(Restrictions may apply.)

Call 1-866-850-6999

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.

Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!

Financing available. Call Safe

Step 1-888-302-4539

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.

For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! (Additional

terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
6/30/25.) Call 1-866-837-5986

HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-688-8576
today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a
power move.

INSURANCE SERVICES
Up to $15,000.00 of
GUARANTEED Life Insurance!
No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help
pay funeral and other final
expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company-
844-950-2448 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/kypress

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-900-7392
www.dental50plus.com/26

INTERNET OFFERS
Choose EarthLink Fiber
Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no

throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card
when you make the switch.

Call 1-833-974-4780

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Madolins/Banjos.
1-833-641-7011

SECURITY
HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets NOW for as little as
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-5407

SOCIAL SECURITY
YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care
for a health condition that
prevents you from working
for a year or more. Call now!
1-833-641-6772

TIMESHARES
Wesley Financial Group,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Experts Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 855-977-4979

WATCHES
PAYING TOP CASH FOR
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES!

Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek

Phillppe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,

Submariner and Speedmaster.
Call 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED
Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book

manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author's

Guide 1-855-209-2951 or visit

dorranceinfo.com/Kentucky

Need to find
the right employee?

WE CAN
HELP.

Reach the Harlan market for
less using the Harlan Enterprise
classifieds. Need a quick quote?

Submit your ad online
at HarlanEnterprise.com.
Call 606-621-0005.

Public Notices

R —

Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that |, Ef-
fie Forrester 2664 Pine Orchard
Rd Butler, TN 37640. Has filed
an application with the energy
and Environment Cabinet, to
setup a modular doublewide
home at 675 N Highway 413
Baxter, KY 40806. Property is
approximately 2.1 miles from
Harlan KY. Property is near the
Poor Fork Cumberland River.
Any comments or objections
can be submitted via email
to: DOWFloodplain@ky.gov
Kentucky Division of Water,
Floodplain Management Sec-
tion, 300 Sower Blvd. Frankfort,
KY 40601, call 502-564-3410
with any questions.

Harlan Daily Enterprise:
Apr. 30 and May 7, 2025
APPLICATION

Raise your hand if you
want your business
to make LESS money
next year.

We didn’t think you would. Do you
need to successfully market on a
tight budget? Harlan Enterprise

classifieds has customizable
programs available to fit any budget.

DON'T WAIT!
Call TODAY
606-621-0005




