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LWC English graduate Kylie Jackson draws a line
from Samuel Taylor Colerldge to Taylor SWlft

Arecent Lindsey Wil-
son College graduate
made a literary connec-
tion that might escape
many people, even the
most diehard Swifties.

Kylie Jackson, who
graduated from Lind-
sey Wilson in December
with a bachelor of arts
degree in English, ar-
gues that many of the
lyrics written by mod-
ern-day pop music sen-
sation Taylor Swift are
an inheritor of poetry’s
Romantic movement
from the 19th century.

To illustrate her
point, Jackson’s senior
thesis combined two of
her favorite topics —the
poetry of the Roman-
tics and Swift’s lyrics.

In her senior the-
sis, Jackson connected
Swift’s song “The Al-
batross” from her 2024
double-album, The
Tortured Poets De-
partment, with Sam-
uel Taylor Coleridge’s
poem “The Rime of
the Ancient Mariner,”
first published in
1798. An albatross is
central to Coleridge’s
famous verse.

“Taylor Swift is mis-
understood,”’saidJack-
son, a Columbia resi-
dent and 2021 Green
County High School
graduate. “A lot of peo-
ple are kind of baffled
with how popular she
is, but I think one of
the many reasons Tay-
lor Swift is so popular
is because, like the
Romantics did with
their work, she does
not definitively give
meaning to her songs.

“That was a very
important ideal to Ro-
mantics like Coleridge
as well — if you give a
text definitive mean-
ing, then you have
shut down infinite
meaning, and you have
shut down the oppor-
tunity for the reader or
the listener to connect
with what the author
is trying to convey.”

Allowing listen-
ers a broad range of
freedom to discover
their interpretation of
her songs has helped
fuel Swift’s popu-
larity, said Jackson.

“She lets her listen-
ers connect and at-
tach certain songs to
certain events in their
own lives,” said Jack-
son. “She does not say,
‘This is what my song
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-Participating in
Executive Committee
sessions and business
meetings at the South-
ern Legislative Confer-
ence (SLC),

-Reviewing and vot-
ing on the annual bud-
get, operational con-
cerns, and program-
matic updates for CSG
South,

-Facilitating dis-
cussions on state tax
policies, financial over-
sight, and economic
growth, and

-Engaging in CSG
South’s financial poli-

is about or this is the
eventmysongisabout.’
As a result, Taylor
Swift doesn’t exclude
listeners from attach-
ing their own personal
meaning to her music.”

Jackson said she
didn’t instantly make
a connection between
Swift and Coleridge
when she first heard
the singer’s “Alba-
tross.” But then the
dots were connected
after a conversation
with English profes-
sor Karolyn Steffens.

“When I first lis-
tened to ‘The Alba-
tross’ it immediately
clicked that it was
something I'd read,
but I didn’t connect it
with ‘The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner’ until
I had a conversation
about it with Dr. Stef-
fens,” said Jackson.
“Then I sort of had a
eureka moment about
connecting the two.”

As Jackson writes,
“for both Coleridge
and Swift, emotional
authenticity is vital
in an artificial world
continually ruled and
traumatized by tech-
nology.” For Coleridge
and other Romantics,
trauma was a con-
sequence of the In-
dustrial Revolution,
whereas in Swift’s
era trauma has been
caused by technologi-
cal developments such
as artificial intelli-
gence and the collapse
of human relation-
ships caused by other
digital phenomenon.

“These revolu-
tions in lyric poetry
that begin with (Wil-
liam) Wordsworth and
Coleridge and which
Swift continues today,
respond to what can
be understood as trau-
matic events, both col-
lectively and individu-
ally,” Jackson writes.

Discovering
English

Jackson started at
Lindsey Wilson with
the goal of becoming
an English teacher,
partly because she
comes from a family
of educators. But as
she progressed in her
English major, Jack-
son said she had an-
other eureka moment.

“I was thinking, ‘I
really like English,
this is my strong

cy briefings, webinars,
and fiscal development
programs.

Givens will serve a
two-year term ending
Dec. 31, 2026.

The 2025 Southern
Legislative Confer-
ence will be in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, on
July 19-23. It provides
policymakers with a
platform to exchange
ideas, discuss emerg-
ing government solu-
tions, and strengthen
legislative leadership
throughout the south-
ern region.
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suit,”” said Jackson.

And people outside
of Lindsey Wilson
have also recognized
Jackson’s strong suit.

Later this year, she’s 5

going to present a
paper titled “Para-
dise and the Soci-
etal Complications of
Ruby” at the national
meeting of Sigma Tau

Delta, the interna- ||

tional English honor
society. The paper
explores Nobel laure-
ate Toni Morrison’s

1998 novel, Paradise. |
Jackson also dis- [T 1%

covered that an Eng-
lish major could also
be ideal prepara-
tion for law school.

“My professors
were very encourag-
ing, they helped me
realize that I am ca-
pable of going to law
school with a degree
in English,” she said.

Jackson has already
been accepted into a
couple of law schools
for fall 2025. She is
interested in practic-
ing criminal or elder
law, in no small part
thanks to her work
with Adair County
Attorney Jennifer
Hutchison-Corbin.

“She’s been
amazing to work
for,” said Jackson.

Equally influential
on Jackson have been
her Lindsey Wilson
professors. In addi-
tion to Steffens, Jack-
son said that fellow
English faculty mem-
bers Rachel Carr, Ker-
ry Robertson and Alli-
son Smith have helped
guide her career path.

“I can’t say enough
good things about my
professors, they were
phenomenal,” said
Jackson, who gradu-
ated a semester early
and delivered a student
address at Lindsey Wil-
son’swinter commence-
ment. “They always
pushed me and were
there to support me. I
was telling my friend
who goes to another
college in Kentucky
that I had emailed
three of my professors
asking for help on an
essay for one of my law
school applications.
On that day, I heard
back from all three of
them. And I said to my
friend, ‘Do you get that
at your school?’ She
said, ‘Absolutely not.’
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Kylie Jackson, a recent Lindsey Wilson College graduate and Green County
High School alumni, combined two of her favorite topics — the poetry of the
Romantics and Swift’s lyrics- in her senior thesis.

“I owe the world to
my English profes-
sors, because the edu-
cation they’ve provid-

ed meispriceless,and ... I can confidently
I feel like it has pre- say that the Lindsey
pared me to take the Wilson English major
next step to law school. prepares you for life.”

“Successful Auctions Since 1938’

We Knovg& Auctions
We Do Auctions Right !

= Stuccess, jul Auctic ons Snce 1938 (=]

ONLINE ONLY AUCTIONS

Each Auction Is Tailored To Your Auctions Needs !
Full Time Auctioneers & Real Estate Brokers - Leaders In The Auction Community - Champion Auctioneers
Experience In Selling Most Major Assets With More Than 15,000 Successful Auctions Conducted -
Knowledge Of The Local Market - Superior Advertising - Experienced Auction Staff

3rd

John M. Kessler
Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker

We Sell The Earth & Everything On It !
HOMES - FARMS - ESTATES -

2012 KY Cl

-45 Years

Of CI

2001 KY Champion Auctioneer
1987 World Champion Auctioneer
KAA Champion (1983, 1987, 1995)

PERSONAL PROPERTY - ANTIQUES -
FARM MACHINERY & BUSINESS LIQUIDATIONS

4th

John Wayne Kessler

Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker
Certlfled Estate Specialist

If You Need The Services Of
A Professional Auctioneer Or Real Estate Broker,
Discover What Many Already Know -

-18 Years

2011 KY Champion Auctioneer
2009 KAA Jr. Champion Auctioneer
College Degree In Business/Real Estate

When You Hire
KESSLER AUCTION & REALTY CO.

Mike Price

Auctioneer & Real Estate Sales Associate
24 Years Experience As An Auctioneer
17 Years Experience In Real Estate

You're Employing The Best!
For All Your Real Estate & Auction Needs
Give Us A Call

270-465-7051 www.kesslerauction.com

FOR AUCTION INFORMATION CONTACT:
JOHN M. KESSLER
Principal Broker - Auctioneer

JOHN WAYNE KESSLER

Broker - Auctioneer

MARSHA ATWOOD

Sales Associate - Apprentice Auctioneer

MIKE PRICE

AUCTION & REALTY CO.

304 EAST BROADWAY, CAMPBELLSVILLE, KY.

“Successful Auctions Since 1938”

Sales Associate - Auctioneer
“Keep Smiling Neighbor, Let Us Do The Crying"

www.kesslerauction.com 270-465-7051
- PHONE 270-465-7051

Inspection

POWDER MILLS EQUIPMENT
ANNUAL ONLINE ONLY .
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Auction Opens February 11. 2025 (8:00 AM CT) and

Closes February 15, 2025 (Beginning at 5:00 PM CT)
Location: 1555 Powder Mills Rd, Magnolia, KY 42757

Daily (8-5)

Buyer pickup Monday-Friday (8-5) CT (starting Feb. 17)
Accepting Consignments Jan. 25 thru Feb. 8
For catalog registration, bidding & terms go to:
olsonauctions.hibid.com

Rakes — Balers

Tractors — Planters - Drills - Combine Heads
Sprayers — Skidsteer/Loader Attachments
Backhoe - Bulldozer — Haybines — Discbines
- Tillage — Parts —- More

Too Much to List

TO CONSIGN
Call Tony Weston @ 270-528-2583

EQUIPMENT INFO
Call Tony Weston @ 270-528-2583

BIDDING INFO
Call Nate Swartzell @ 574-242-1262

'~ Nathan D. Swartzell
Auctioneer & Listing Agent
Lic # AU11400050

Phone: 574-242-1262 —3T
Kenneth R. Becker, Lic# Au11400044 )

10% buyer premium * 3% credit card transaction fee

ALL ITEMS SOLD AS IS

Gary L. Olson
Auctioneer
:é';[ Lic # AUO1T1031658
Phone: 5S74-946-4663 |

) .JordanA Broeker, Lic# AU11400049




