
6A | FRIDAY, JULY 18, 2025 | THE GLEANER

The Justice Department in recent
days fi�red more than a dozen immigra-
tion court judges across the country,
according to the union that represents
them.

The fi�rings of 17 immigration judges
since July 11 – 15 that day and 2 on
July 14 – comes as the Trump admini-
stration looks to rapidly detain and de-
port migrants in the country. The
judges were in federal courts in 10
states, including California, Louisiana,
New York and Texas, according to the
International Federation of Profession-
al and Technical Engineers, which rep-
resents immigration judges.

“This is nonsensical,” Matt Biggs,
the union president, said in a state-
ment. “The answer is to stop fi�ring, and
start hiring.”

A union spokesperson said all 17
were fi�red without cause. Biggs said
there remain around 600 judges, which
fall under the Department of Justice’s
Executive Offi�ce for Immigration Re-
view.

A spokesperson for the Executive
Offi�ce for Immigration Review declined
to comment.

Immigration Courts have a backlog
of over 3.6 million cases, according to
the Transactional Records Access
Clearinghouse, a nonprofi�t data re-
search center affi�liated with Syracuse
University. Cases take years for fi�nal
determinations on whether people can
stay in the country as migrants navi-
gate complex legal systems, oftenwith-
out legal representation.

Through the recent federal spending
law signed by PresidentDonald Trump,
the ExecutiveOffi�ce of ImmigrationRe-
viewwill get a lump sumof $3.3 billion,
according to theAmerican Immigration
Council. This limits the offi�ce to 800
immigration judges, which comes as
congressional spending has dramat-
ically increased to detain and deport
people, with nearly $171 billion allocat-
ed in the law.

“Rather than speeding up immigra-
tion adjudication, the actions of the

Department of Justice and (Executive
Offi�ce for Immigration Review) are
wasting taxpayer dollars bymaking the
backlog worse and decimating judicial
independence,” Biggs said.

Immigration courts have faced in-
creasing scrutiny as migrants looking
to attend regular hearings are detained
entering or exiting courtrooms by
masked agents. They have become the
center of protests across the country,
including in LosAngeles andNewYork.

Since May, immigrant rights advo-
cates and observers have noted judges
have approved motions to dismiss de-
portation cases by government law-
yers, and agents then detain migrants
after proceedings.Migrants, now inde-
tention, are then fast-tracked to remov-
al from the country.

A union spokesperson said most of
the 17 judges fell into two classes that
were in probationary hiring periods
ending in mid- to late-July, though
some had been employed for a number
of years.

Since Trump took offi�ce in January,
over 100 judges andmanagement-level
judges have either been fi�red, volunta-
rily left after receiving “Fork in the
Road” notices to resign, or transferred
out of immigration courts, the union
said.

Theunion said it takes at least a year
to recruit, hire and train a new judge.
They hear between 500 and 700 cases
annually, and the fi�rings will only add
to the backlog, the union said.

Union says immigration
judges fi�red across U.S.
Eduardo Cuevas
USA TODAY

Immigration courts have faced
increasing scrutiny as migrants
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Tens of thousands of protesters are
expected to gather at more than 1,600
locations nationwide July 17 to rally
against many of the Trump administra-
tion’s policies.

The name for the Good Trouble Lives
On protests comes from a phrase com-
monly used by the late Rep. John Lewis,
a civil rights icon, who insisted it was
important to engage in “good trouble,
necessary trouble” in order to achieve
positive social change.

Lewis, who was often called the
“moral compass’’ of the House, was one
of the most vocal critics of President
Donald Trump’s fi�rst administration.
The protests are scheduled for the fi�fth
anniversary of Lewis’ death.

Organizers called on the public to
protest the Trump administration’s
stance onwomen’s rights, cuts to safety
net programs, treatment of immigrants
and use of the National Guard to quell
largely peaceful protests in California.

Celina Stewart, chief executive offi�-
cer of the League ofWomen Voters, one
of the organizing groups, said Trump
rules by fear, silencing opposition and
dissent.Americans should insteadband
together and embody Lewis’ ideals of
social justice and activism, she said.

“Whatwouldheencourageus todo in
this moment?” Stewart asked. “That is
going to look diff�erent for all of us, but I
know that all of us can do something,
and many of us can do many things.”

TheWhite House said Trump is deli-
vering on what he said he would do.

“Nearly 80 million Americans gave
President Trump a historic mandate to
MakeAmerica Great Again and he is de-
livering on that promise in record time,”
said Liz Huston, aWhite House spokes-
person.

Many of the advocacy groups plan-
ning the upcoming protest were also in-
volved in the nationwideNoKings dem-
onstrations on June 14, which drewmil-
lions of participants across 2,100 loca-
tions, according to the group’s

estimates.
In communities across the country,

there have been monthly protests
against the administration’s policies
since April.

The fl�agship event this timewill be in
Chicago, with additional large peaceful
protests planned for Atlanta; St. Louis;
Annapolis, Maryland; and Washington,
D.C..

Hundreds of smaller events are ex-
pected in U.S. cities and towns. Some
international protests are also sched-
uled.

Along with protests and marches,
some groups will hold “moral assem-
blies” at statehouses and federal build-
ings, food drives, teach-ins, voter regis-
tration drives and other community-
building events, said Allison Pulliam,
co-director of one of the organizing
groups, Declaration for American De-
mocracy Coalition.

“People are showing up in their com-
munities in theways that they feel led to
show up, and that’s just exactly what
Congressman Lewis meant when he
talked about good trouble: fi�nding ways
to be of service to your community,” she
said.

Rather than holding the nationwide

protests on a Saturday, as advocacy
groupshave largely done this year, orga-
nizers decided to hold the events on the
fi�fth anniversary of Lewis’ death, even
though it falls on a Thursday.

Daryl Jones, the co-leader of the
Transformative Justice Coalition, said
organizers got Lewis’ family’s permis-
sion to use his name with the protests.
They asked that it not be a somber occa-
sion, but one that would take up his
cause.

Manyof theprotests are scheduled to
take place after the workday ends to in-
crease participation. Some are also
scheduled for early in the morning.

Organizers said they aren’t worried
that a Thursday protest will mean lower
turnout.

“This is the largest one-day voting
rights (and) civil rights movement ac-

tion in all 50 states and internationally
in U.S. history, and the largest weekday
action this year,”promisedBarbaraArn-
wine, another co-leader of theTransfor-
mative Justice Coalition. “People are
happy to gather in a celebratory pro-
test.”

This day of action follows the model
advocacy groups have used since the
spring, holding events in as many loca-
tions as possible, rather than in one or
two major cities.

The approach can be harder for the
public to ignore and allows people to
connect with local resources and per-
form local advocacy, organizers have
said, rather than attend a single large
event and not know what to do next.

Palm Beach County, Florida, where
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate is located,
will be the site of fi�ve events, for exam-
ple, including amarch, a car parade and
speakers talking about Lewis’ legacy.

In Yonkers, New York, the local
NAACPand Indivisible chapters teamed
up to host an event in Van Der Donck
Park, which is near the train station and
library. They expect at least 200 people
to attend.

“The idea is to make a little noise,”
said Eileen O’Connor, who co-founded
the NYCD 16/15 Indivisible group.

Holding the event during the week
and after work is an eff�ort to make the
event easier for families to attend, said
Kisha Skipper, president of NAACP-
Yonkers Branch No. 2188, as well as an
eff�ort to engage younger people. Lewis
becameanadvocatewhile in college, or-
ganizing lunch counter sit-ins in Nash-
ville.

Along with bubbles, sidewalk chalk
andsign-making stations, the eventwill
also include voter education and regis-
tration information, Skipper said.

In Annapolis, seven local organiza-
tions worked together to put together a
march over two local bridges.

“We are marching over the bridges to
symbolize John Lewis’ march over the
Edmund Pettus Bridge,” said Lynda Da-
vis, one of the organizers with Showing
Up for Racial Justice Annapolis and
Anne Arundel County. “We’re still
marching for civil and human rights like
he did, and we will continue to march
until we get civil and human rights.”

Good Trouble protests honor Lewis
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“I know that all of us can do

something, and many of us

can do many things.”
Celina Stewart
CEO, League of Women Voters,
one of the organizing groups

A House committee attempted to
ban Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
fromusing offi�cial funds to changemil-
itary base names to evoke their origi-
nal, Confederate-inspired titles in a re-
buke of his war on diversity and inclu-
sion policies in the military.

TheHouseArmedServices Commit-
tee passed an amendment to its annual
defensepolicybill barring thePentagon
from using any of the funds from next
year’s defense budget to rename De-
fense Department installations in hon-
or of Confederate fi�gures.

The amendment, which was pro-
posed by Rep. Marilyn Strickland, D-
Washington, barely eked its way into
the bill, with two Republicans, Reps.
Derek Schmidt of Kansas and Don Ba-
con of Nebraska, voting with Demo-
crats on July 16 to include it.

“This attack on diversity, equity and
inclusion is really an attempt to sup-
press, erase, andmake some people in-
visible, while elevating others,” Strick-
land said at a July 15 session tomarkup
the bill.

Hegseth has restored part of the
original, Confederate names of Fort
Bragg and Fort Benning as part of his
pledge to eradicate what he calls
“wokeness” in the military.

But in his orders to rename the bas-
es,Hegseth skirted the requirements of
a Biden-era commission created to
change Confederate-inspired names of
military installations by renaming the
bases after two decorated veterans
with the same last names as the Con-
federate fi�gures for which they were
originally named.

The Pentagon declined to comment
on pending legislation, and it is unclear
if Hegseth will also be able to avoid the

amendment’s requirements.
The vice chair of the base renaming

commission, retired Army
Brig. Gen. Ty Seidule, praised the
amendment.

Seidule, who led the history depart-
ment at the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point, told USA TODAY he was
“proud”of the committee for respecting
“the will of the American people” as
expressed when Congress created the
bipartisan naming commission in
2021.

The commission had renamed Fort
Benning, in Georgia, to
Fort Moore in honor of
Vietnam War Gen. Hal
Moore and his wife, Ju-
lia, and Fort Bragg, in
North Carolina, to Fort
Liberty in 2023. Both
were originally named
afterCivilWarConfeder-

ate generals who fought for slavery.
Hegseth signed an order in March

restoring the name Benning to Fort
Moore by naming it after Cpl. Fred G.
Benning, a World War I veteran award-
ed the Distinguished Service Cross. He
renamed Fort Liberty in February after
Private First Class Roland Bragg, who
was awarded the Silver Star for his ser-
vice in World War II.

In a June 10 speech to Fort Bragg,
President Donald Trump said he would
also restore other military base names,
including “Fort Pickett, Fort Hood, Fort
Gordon, Fort Rucker, Fort Polk, Fort A.P.
Hill and Fort Robert E. Lee.”

“We won a lot of battles out of those
forts – it’s no time to change,”he added.

At a Senate budget hearing in June,
Hegseth said restoring the base names
was “important for the morale” of the
military.

“Ask people that serve at Fort Bragg
or Fort Benning if they like the fact that
the names have been returned,” he
said.

Hegseth has said changing the Con-
federate base names breaks a “genera-
tional link,” calling it “garbage.”
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