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Ambassador of Japan visits Georgetown

By James Scogin
Georgetown News-Graphic
jscogin@news-graphic.com

National Association of
Japan America Societies
(NAJAS) held their an-
nual network conference
in Lexington Wednesday,
Aug. 20 through Friday,
Aug. 22, bringing people
from all over the coun-
try to Central Kentucky.
Ambassador of Japan to
the United States, Shigeo
Yamada visited Scott

County, along with a host
of other NAJAS attend-
ees.

The conference, hosted
by Japan/America Soci-
ety of Kentucky, brought
together 35 of 41 member
societies and leaders
of other organizations
to the Bluegrass state,
according to a press re-
lease.

Societies within
NAJAS have “grown up
over a period of about 124
years,” said NAJAS Pres-

In the know

National Association of Japan
America Societies network con-
ference was held last week.

The conference brought together
35 of 41 member societies and
leaders from around the county.

ident Andrew Wylegala.
NAJAS’ Network Con-
ference is meant to allow
societies to come together
to “share best practices
and help one another in

solidarity,” Wylegala
said. But, it is also to
understand where the
Japan-America relation-
ship is going.

Shelley Theise-Warren
and Alex Warren hosted
NAJAS members at their
home Thursday.

“It’s a culture builder
to always have an op-
portunity for people to
network,” Theise-Warren
said. “The opportunity

See JAPAN, 12
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Ambassador of Japan to the United States Shigeo Yamada and Alex War-
ren admire a bonsai tree.

The mural along South Hamilton Street is inspired by racehorse Rachel Alexandra, Pangburn said.

Mural honors legendary
Kentucky Thoroughbred

ByJack Thomas
Georgetown News-Graphic
jthomas@news-graphic.com

A new mural in down-
town Georgetown was
completed over the
weekend, artist Alexan-
drea Pangburn said.

Pangburn, a full-time
artist from Lexington,
started doing large-scale
spray paint murals in
2018, she said.

“I’ve always loved art
and always been into it,
but I really love paint-
ing large-scale, and to
be able to get the op-
portunity to paint in a
public realm has been

really cool,” Pangburn
said. “It’s really fun to
connect with the com-
munity in that way.
That’s probably my fa-
vorite part about it.”

After spending eight
years in Denver, much of
Panburn’s work can be
found in Colorado, she
said, but she’s painted
murals all over the
United States.

“I have a lot of murals
in Colorado, but I have
a mural just outside of
Atlanta, GA, in Cham-
blee,” Pangburn said.
“Then, I've also painted

See MURAL, 12
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Artist Alexandrea Pangburn painted final touches on the thoroughbred
mural Friday, Aug. 22.
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Wylie Messer, Great
Crossing High School
(GCHS) welding
tionally recognized in

Performance Racing

Industry Magazine
took an interest in

port manu-

high school students
into the fold, kind of

horizons in the racing
“Personally, I think it’s
super cool.
Meanwhile, Messer is
Harbor Freight Tools
for Schools award for
teaching excellence, he
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self and GCHS.
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GREAT CROSSING HIGH SCHOOL

Welding teacher

prepares students

Jforworkforce

say there’s 6,400 (total)
applications.”

He’s also been locally
celebrated, recently
awarded teacher of the
year at GCHS, he said.

“T got teacher of the
year, like, the year
COVID popped off, and
I was like, ‘How do you
teach welding, a hands-
on class, from home?’”
Messer said. “So, that

being na-
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Wylie Messer of the next
GCHS Welding Teacher generation,

Messer said,
which he’s done in
Scott County for seven
years.

“I teach kids the ba-
sics, so how to read a
tape measure, all the
way up to how to build
bridges,” he said.

By performing well
in his classes, Messer’s
students can leave
GCHS workforce ready,
he said.

“They can leave
(GCHYS) a fully-cer-

xpand their

Messer said.
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See GCHS, 12
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Insuring you since 1904.

Our agency offers coverage for home, auto, umbrella, business,
commercial property, general liability, workers compensation,
life, disability, boat, motorcycle, and rental property.

Chenault & Hoge Auto-Owners

The Insurance Store

INSURANCE
HOME

LTEES® + CAR - BUSINESS

312 East Main L. - ChenauliHoge.com

Call Nate Schwartz at 502-542-6800.



