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got to take a hard look at 
our R (residential) zones 
… and see what types of 
housing can be built and 
whether or not those types 
of housing are typically 
associated with affordable 
housing. The other thing 
we have to do is take a 
look at our Comprehen-
sive Plan. … Within that 
document, there’s a lot of 
conversation around af-
fordable housing. Right 
there, with every conver-
sation about affordable 
housing, there’s this idea 
of ‘with incentives.’ That 
requires us to take a look 
at a known set of tools 
that we’ve seen in the 
development community 
and figure out one of those 
incentive programs would 
work for Georgetown. 
Right now, that’s one of the 
things we’re engaged in.”

Whitehouse: “The city 
and the county came to-
gether to create the Office 
of Affordable Housing and 
Homelessness Prevention. 
Just by creating this office 
alone, our community is 
being intentional about 
wanting affordable hous-
ing. There’s been a person 
now that housing develop-
ers can engage with a per-
son whose whole role when 
they wake up in the morn-
ing, they are working on 
trying to bring affordable 
housing. Whereas before, 
they were trying to find 
somebody who had time to 
talk about it or had some 
free moments to discuss it. 
… So now there’s a point 
person for that.

“Another way that we 
are working on trying to 
make affordable housing is 
our Housing Needs Assess-
ment that we are complet-
ing. We hope that that data 
will be able to drive and 
attract people to want to 
come and help us with our 
affordable housing issues.

“Another (way) that 
sometimes people don’t 
think about is getting cre-
ative on what affordable 
housing looks like. Like 
(Fleming) said, to open up 
what kinds of houses we 
can build and what types 
of houses we can bring in, 
and that happens through 
education. Helping our 
community to understand 
that affordable housing is 
not going to always look 
like apartments, where it’s 
not always going to look 
like single-family homes 
on an acre. We need to get 
creative in the situation 
we’re in. We can’t keep 
doing what we’ve been 
doing and expecting differ-
ent results.”

Tooney: “I used to work 
at the Housing Author-
ity in Sarasota, Fla. … 
They created about 1,200 
units through a public 
partnership and various 
third parties to bring new 
housing together. … The 
Springfield, Mo., Housing 
Authority, they created a 
public-private partnership 
to renovate all of their 
properties and then build 
traditional housing. … 
What we’re trying to do 
with the Housing Author-
ity is comparable, to both 
renovate what we have and 
then expand within our 
existing program.”

What is your idea of af-
fordable housing?

Johnson: “From the 
perspective of the clients 
that I help, sometimes 
the best starting place is 
an apartment building 
or an apartment complex 
of some sort. When we’re 
working on the rapid re-
housing and we’re able to 
help people get into apart-
ments, the best part of that 
is not just that they get 
into an apartment. It’s that 
we continue to follow and 
help them for more than 
a year. Through that kind 

of partnership … we can 
ensure they don’t become 
dumps. I think there’s 
other types of affordable 
housing. … It means dif-
ferent things to different 
people, but since I’m rep-
resenting my community, 
for us, (apartments are) a 
great starting place.”

Cassady: “As a private 
developer, a lot of what 
we’re doing is workforce 
housing. … We target 
people that make 60% of 
the area median income, 
people in that community 
that are making between 
$30,000, mid-$50,000s for 
a family between two and 
six. That’s a program 
from the Kentucky Hous-
ing Corporation. … KHC 
sends out inspectors regu-
larly to make sure that 
you’re maintaining your 
property well. … Their 
maintenance standards 
are higher than what the 
Kentucky Building Code 
actually requires. A lot of 
these projects, particularly 
because you’re using fed-
eral tax credits to get these 
projects built, there’s a lot 
of strings attached to those 
funds to make sure that 
you’re building a quality 
community.

“… We try to build a 
community of enough 
scale where you’re able 
to mix housing types. … 
There’s some amenities. … 
You don’t create pockets 
of, ‘That’s where the low-
income people live, this 
is where the high-income 
people live.’ It’s better for 
the community and for the 
residents at large to have 
that community feeling in 
that community mix.”

Fleming: “When we 
look at small, single-family 
detached homes and we 
look at something like a 
three-story walkup (apart-
ment), there’s an entire 
range of housing options 
that lie between those 
two. When we’re talking 

about meeting our housing 
needs, it’s really important 
to understand that it’s 
not a binary. … (That’s) 
what we call in planning 
and zoning a ‘missing 
middle’ of housing, which 
is everything from duplex, 
triplex, cottage courts and 
all those other things that 
have to be a part of the so-
lution when we talk about 
affordable housing.”

Whitehouse: “I have 
a quote. … It’s from ‘The 
Affordable City’ by Shane 
Phillips. ‘A reasonable 
median rent is not the sole 
measure of an affordable 
city. The experience of in-
dividual households, their 
stability, their fair treat-
ment and the safe, healthy 
upkeep of their homes is 
as least as important.’ … 
Trying to be open to, ‘Yes, I 
may have always dreamed 
of this white picket fence 
with the ranch on five 
acres,’ but that’s not what 
everybody wants. Listen-
ing to your community 
members and being open 
to what community can 
look like, I think that’s re-
ally important and being 
inclusive about what af-
fordable housing is.”

Ramsey: “Home owner-
ship … builds the strength 
of the community. … We’ve 
got a large project that we 
foresee coming in the next 
few years. … We have a 
large property downtown 
that we’d like to build af-
fordable housing on. That’s 
what we do. We discount 
houses, per se, and find 
grants and different things 
to cover the down payment 
for individuals to get a 
house, and doing that, put-
ting in duplexes—it’s not 
apartments, but it’s some-
thing that we can partner 
and make something af-
fordable for someone to 
move into.

“That’s kind of helped us 
with The Gathering Place. 
That’s one thing that was 

on my heart when I took 
the position, was to help 
people in this situation 
and maybe not put them 
in an apartment. Maybe 
they would come to us 
and go through financial 
planning and go through 

our program and become 
homeowners. I think, my-
self, wholeheartedly, that 
becoming a homeowner 
is going to keep them 
here, their families will 
grow and hopefully they’ll 
grow.”

to add new piping, he said. 
“It was a hefty price to 

do that,” Jenkins said. 
“That’s just one of many 
issues. There is some pip-
ing in this city as old as 
some of us that needs to be 
addressed. ..So, I propose a 
cost of $234,500 to develop 
and implement a storm 
water utility fee to look at 
that.” 

Jenkins believes the fee 
will allow storm water is-
sues to be addressed and 
“relieve the general fund,” 
he said. 

Going over more budget 
items, Jenkins is “propos-
ing a 2.9 (percent) cost of 
living adjustment for all 
city employees,” Jenkins 
said. 

Nine additional posi-
tions to be added are 
a building inspection 
permit technician, an ad-
ditional police captain, 
two police officers, three 

firefighters, and one code 
enforcement officer, he 
said. 

“I am also reinstating 
the civilian 911 coordina-
tor,” Jenkins said. “That 
used to be done by the lieu-
tenant in police, but now 
that’s taken out. We want 
to make sure we now go 
put a civilian in that spot.” 

Jenkins addressed park 
maintenance. 

“Oftentimes we talk 
about putting something 
in new,” he said. “But, you 
know what? Let’s fix what 
we have here first. 

“You want quality of life 
improvement? Fix what 
we have. Then, what we 
think we need, we can ap-
proach that later. We have 
an array of great parks 
here.” 

Other projects include 
replacing a ladder truck 
for Georgetown Fire De-
partment and acquiring a 

gripper truck, and work-
ing on street maintenance 
projects, Jenkins said. 

“Chief (Tim) Thompson 
came up here and talked 
about the fire engine,” 
Jenkins said. “The ladder 
truck, 38 percent of the 
time, is not in service. In 
order for him to do what 
he needs to do, he needs to 
have resources to do that.” 

The gripper truck will 
help public works, he said. 

“(The gripper truck) 
runs continuously every 
day,” Jenkins said. “So, 
(that has) put a toll on 
it. It’s gotten to a point 
(where) we need to look at 
that.” 

Changes from fiscal year 
2025 include extension of 
Lexus Way, construction 
and staffing of a new fire 
station, exploring a larger 
911 dispatch facility, and 
expand space for George-
town Police Department. 

“It gets to a point where 
we need to stop talking 
about things and start 
doing,” Jenkins said. “We 
know that growth is com-
ing. We want to make sure 
we put an avenue in place 
to ensure, when that hap-
pens, we are ready to go 
with that.” 

A proposed $250,000 
would be used in the de-
sign of a new fire station, 
he said. 

“This would expand 
the city’s fire service 
footprint for the first time 
since 1996,” Jenkins said. 
“This is 2025. Look at the 
growth. Look at the de-
mands and then what we 
need to do.” 

“Major changes” in fis-
cal policy from last year 
include a fund balance 
policy; increasing the 
city’s purchasing power 
and improvement of ef-
ficiency; procurement for 

authorizing use of prop-
erty purchase; a nonprofit 
agency funding policy, 
Jenkins said.

The fund balance policy 
addresses funds to cover 
emergencies, he said.

“We put in play how 
much money we (are) 
going to leave in our fund 
balance to make sure we 
cover ourselves in case of 
an emergency down the 
road,” Jenkins said. “We 
never had that. … That’s 
looking ahead.”

Addressing purchasing 
power and property pro-
curement helped lead com-
petitive bidding, he said. 

“I want to acknowledge 
we are growing,” Jenkins 
said. “We still have growth 
coming. It is our job as a 
council, and me as mayor, 
executive officer for this 
city, to provide an avenue 
to meet that growth. The 
way we do that, we give 

people resources to pro-
vide services.” 

Providing resources is 
what Jenkins requests of 
city council, he said. 

“Take a bold step for-
ward,” Jenkins said. “At 
the end of the day, do 
what’s right by people. 
That’s what we are here to 
do. Sometimes, people on 
a higher level forget that—
who we work for—our 
stakeholders are 40,000 
people. Their expectation 
is that nonnegotiables 
are: fire/police protec-
tion, water/sewer, (and) 
growth. 

“They don’t care about 
your excuses we’re going 
to give them. They want to 
know, when they pick that 
phone up, on the worst (of) 
worst days, somebody’s 
coming without delay.”

Georgetown City Coun-
cil meetings are available 
for viewing on YouTube.

Northern Illinois Univer-
sity in DeKalb, Illinois, 
conducted research about 
the shift, authoring a 
paper in 2018 that noted 
the change. Since then, 
he’s continued to moni-
tor the trend and says the 
trend is ongoing.

“It’s still more preva-
lent in the southeast,” he 
said. “And we’re seeing 
more evidence of that each 
year.”

Gensini tracked tornado 
reports from 1979 to 2018 
for his initial study, but 
also noted atmospheric 
conditions in the areas at 
the time that were favor-
able for the formation of 
tornadoes.

Gensini blames a com-
bination of weather phe-
nomenon for the increase 
in Arkansas’ tornadoes. A 
drought in the southwest 
is taking away needed 
moisture for the forma-
tion of twisters in the 
traditional Tornado Alley 
region.

More than 67% of Ari-
zona is experiencing “ex-
treme” and “exceptional” 
drought conditions — the 
two highest levels of 
drought, according to the 

U.S. Drought Monitor. The 
Drought Monitor is based 
at the University of Ne-
braska in Lincoln and re-
cords weather conditions 
and patterns weekly.

Three months ago, only 
17% of Arizona was under 
the same two drought 
conditions. A year ago, the 
state was considered free 
from extreme and excep-
tional drought.

New Mexico, Texas and 
Utah have also seen in-
creases in drought in their 
respective states. Thirty 
percent of Texas is in “ex-
treme” and “exceptional” 
drought, an increase from 
14% three months ago.

“The most intense levels 
of drought now cover a 
broad area from southeast-
ern California, southern 
Nevada, and southwestern 
Utah through much of 
Arizona, New Mexico and 
the Texas Big Bend, said 
Richard Tinker, a meteo-
rologist with the Climate 
Prediction Center in Col-
lege Park, Maryland, and 
the author of the latest 
drought report.

“The southern Great 
Plains are drying up,” 
Gensini added.

The dry atmospheric 
conditions in the south-

west create a dome of high 
pressure over the west-
ern U.S., sapping energy 
from the atmosphere and 
forcing potential tornado-
producing systems to 
move further east. The jet 
stream, a strong current 
of frigid Arctic air, is also 
dipping further south into 
the Mississippi delta re-
gion because of the South-
western drought.

Water temperature 
in the Gulf has also in-
creased on average by 
one or two degrees, creat-
ing the moist, humid air 
needed for tornadoes.

“One or two degrees may 
not seem much. But think 
of the difference between 
32 degrees and 33 degrees,” 
Gensini said, referring 
to the temperature when 
water freezes. “It’s early in 
the season, and the waters 
are warmer. That warm, 
humid air is heading into 
Arkansas where the air 
has been unstable already. 
It makes things more po-
tent.

“We’re seeing weather 
pattern changes over the 
last 70 to 80 years that 
didn’t happen in 100,000 
to 120,000 years before,” 
he said. “There is such a 
rapid rate of change, and 

it’s not lessening.”
Of the 144 warnings is-

sued in Arkansas between 
March 14 and April 14, not 
all produced tornadoes, 
said Dennis Cavanaugh, 
the National Weather Ser-
vice warning coordinator 
in North Little Rock.

In fact, the Weather 
Service strives to keep its 
“false alarm” rate of tor-
nado warnings to less than 
80%. Warnings are issued 
when Doppler weather 
radar picks up rotation in 
clouds, signature “inflow 
notches” that indicate the 
building of cyclonic air 
patterns, hail cores and 
other indicators.

The Weather Service 
also must balance the 
need to warn people while 
also not unnecessarily 
alarming them. Issue too 
many warnings that don’t 
produce tornadoes, and 
the public may become 
complacent and not heed 
future warnings as seri-
ously. John Robinson, a 
former Meteorologist in 
Charge at the North Little 
Rock station, used to say 
that more people were in-
jured in tornadoes while 
gawking at clouds for con-
firmation of those torna-
does rather than seeking 

shelter when warnings 
were issued.

On the other side, if 
the Weather Service cur-
tails its warnings and an 
unwarned tornado does 
form, results could be dev-
astating.

“Radar can’t see torna-
does,” Cavanaugh said. “It 
can see circulation aloft 
when it’s likely a tornado 
is forming. If we wait to 
see the debris cloud from 
a tornado that’s on the 
ground to issue a warning, 
it’s much too late.”

Cavanaugh said con-
tinued advances in tech-
nology should help the 
Weather Service lower its 
rate of false alarms. But 
the service will always 
rely on trained storm 
spotters who can see the 
lowering of wall clouds 
— a first step in the forma-
tion of tornadoes — and 
any circulation of clouds 
overhead.

“That’s really not appli-
cable to this year,” he said 
of the fear that the scores 
of warnings issued may 
eventually be ignored. “I 
don’t think the average 
Arkansan thought he or 
she was not warned un-
necessarily.”

During a round of 

storms one April evening, 
Ryan Vaughn, the me-
teorologist for KAIT8 in 
Jonesboro, was broadcast-
ing live storm coverage. At 
one point, most of north-
east Arkansas was placed 
under a myriad of tornado 
warnings.

Vaughn took a deep sigh 
on air.

“I don’t think I’ve ever 
said this before, but if 
you’re anywhere in north-
east Arkansas, take cover 
now,” he told viewers.

Tornadoes are formed 
by opposing winds at vari-
ous levels. Strong winds in 
opposite directions cause 
a shear and a horizontal 
column of air circulating 
overhead. Warm, humid 
air feeds the twister and 
eventually the column of 
air begins tilting verti-
cally and lowering to 
become a destructive tor-
nado.

The Kentucky Lantern 
is an independent, non-
partisan news service. 
The Lantern is part of the 
States Newsroom, a na-
tional network of journal-
ists covering state and local 
government. The website is 
www.kentuckylantern.com.

Open your eyes to 
New Possibilities!
Call our offi  ce today to book 

your appointment!

502-863-3112 | Mon-Fri 8-5 | 103 South Bradford Ln. (Behind CVS)

 William “Chip” Richardson, M.D.
Stefanie Adams, O.D., James  Gullett, M.D. 

We are so proud of you and 
love you very much!!

"There are no secrets to success. It is the 
result of preparation, hard work, 

and learning from failure."
~Colin Powell

Congratulations
Cooper Manning Duvall! 

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Carter, Collin & Caroline
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